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Mark Your Calendars. . .

Spring Work Day
Saturday, May 4 at 9 a.m.

N/WLM Synod Assembly
May 16-18
Mt. Pleasant

Omega Sunday — May 19
Confirmation
Summer Worship Begins
One service at 9:30 a.m.

Food Movers
Thursday, May 23
Fellowship Hall
Set-up 3:30 p.m.
Distribution 4:30 p.m.

Vacation Bible School

July 14 - 18

Inside. . .

Pastor: New Lectionary Trial?........cccceevrnnne 2
Why Move to the Narrative Lectionary......... 3
Campus Ministry: New SAs ~ News............ 4
Fridays@Five ~ ULC Archives..........ccccerrnn. 5
Sunday School ~ VBS.........cccceevviiiiiinnennn, 6
Forum ~ Book Club ~ ULC Library ............. 7
Music NOtES ......uveeeiiiiiiiir s 8
Earthkeeping ~ Outreach ~ Little Library....9
Spotlight: ULC Gardeners ............cceeeeenen. 10
P & S ~ Local Benev. Grants ~ Kids Hope.11
President: Seasons ~ April Council ........... 12
Lead Management ~ Synod Assembly ...... 13
Worship Expressions Thanks..........cc........ 14
Worship Expressions Art Show................... 15
ULC People: Anderson Missionary Family..16
Celebrations ~ Endowment Grants........... 18
May Calendar.......ccccovvviimrneeennn e, 19
ROAR Vacation Bible School...............cc.... 20

Worship Expressions and the Arts
Imagine God’s Kingdom

Saturday, March 30 members and
friends of ULC were treated to the
latest Worship Expressions special
service, Imagine God’s Kingdom “on
earth as it is in heaven.” In addition
to the worship service that began at

4 p.m., there was a wonderful display
of artwork.

The worship service included song,
liturgical dance, drama, and readings.
Participants included Pastors Gary
Bunge and Haley Vay Beaman;
Director of Music Janine Novenske
Smith; vocalists Benjamin English and Myles Jones; the New Hope Singers;
Karyn’s Dance Place Senior Company; instrumentalists John Dale Smith, Don
Sovey, and Tim Thelen; and Art Show Coordinator Linda Trevarthen.

Imagining God’s Kingdom through liturgical dance.

This Worship Expressions experience was the fifth in a series that started in
2018. The next WE service will be an outdoor Bluegrass service on Saturday,
Aug. 24 at 7 p.m. See more about this event on page 13.

Amy Wagenknecht

Summer Youth Music Camp

music )
AMPd

Summer Youth Music Camp
Students entering 3™ Grade through 5% Grade

Monday — Friday, June 17-21
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Choir~Recorder~Handbells~Choir Chimes~Sign Language

Cost: $60 per student
($50 for each additional student from

the same family)

Advanced Summer Youth Music Camp
Students entering 6 Grade and Older

Camp Directors: Janine Novenske Smith & Kristie Wiggert
Application Forms are available in the church office or at: www.ulcel.org

Enroliment Deadline: Thursday, June 13

An integrated family journeying faithfully together, inspired by God’s grace,
guided by Christ, and empowered and sustained by the Holy Spirit
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From the Pastor's Pen...

Council Considers Narrative Lectionary Trial

Easter, May, Spring...a time of new
beginnings and fresh starts; I"d like
to share a new beginning and fresh
start that is under consideration for
the fall.

The ULC Council is considering the
possibility of beginning a one-year
trial of a new lectionary, the
Narrative Lectionary (NL), in place
of the Revised Common Lectionary
that we’ve been using since 1994.
The Revised Common Lectionary
(RCL) is a three-year cycle of
readings that includes three readings
(Old Testament, New Testament and
Gospel) and a Psalm for each Sunday
of the church year.

The NL was developed by two of our
Bible professors at Luther Seminary
in St. Paul, Minnesota, Dr. Rolf
Jacobson and Dr. Craig Koester. It
was first used in ELCA churches in
2010 and its use has spread to
include hundreds, if not thousands,
of congregations across not only the
ELCA, but also other denominations
in this country and around the world.
It was developed to help people
become fluent in the first language of
faith (the Bible) by presenting
scripture, especially the Old Testa-
ment, in a narrative way. So often we
may know individual Bible stories
but not have a good understanding of
how they fit into the whole of the
biblical narrative. The NL takes nine
months to do just that.

Here’s how it works. Rather than
beginning with the first Sunday of
Advent, the NL begins on the first
Sunday after Labor Day to coincide
with the church program year and
academic year. Instead of three
readings and a Psalm (which can be
confusing), there is only one reading
each Sunday which helps to give
Sunday worship a strong central
focus and theme. On the Sundays
from September through May each

Page 2 May 2019 Lux

year the texts follow the sweep of the
biblical story, from Creation through
the early Christian church. The texts
include the major episodes in
Scripture. They are arranged in a
narrative sequence to help people see
Scripture as a story that has
coherence and a dynamic movement:

e From September to mid-
December, preaching texts begin
with the early chapters of
Genesis, move through the
stories of Israel’s
early history, the
exodus, the kings,
prophets, exile
and return.

¢ From Christmas to Easter there is
sustained reading of one of the
four gospels

¢ From Easter to Pentecost the
texts are chosen from Acts and
Paul’s letters and tell of the
spread of the Easter message and
the growth of the church.

o In the summer, there are three
sermon series ranging from four
to six weeks each: An Old
Testament series, a New
Testament series and a
catechetical series. An example
would be Ruth, Revelation or the
Lord’s Prayer.

I had the experience of using the NL
through the whole four-year cycle in
my last call and found it to be a
wonderful experience. It was
challenging, energizing, and life-
giving because many of the texts that
were read and on which | preached,
never come up in the RCL. I also
found that some texts, common to
both lectionaries, take on new
meaning because we encounter them
in a different season of the church
year than we’re used to.

In using the NL for four years, |
found that it helped people to gain a
better sense of the flow of the whole

P S

biblical narrative. | also found that it
helped expand peoples’ understand-
ing of “Gospel.” So often we equate
“Gospel” with Matthew, Mark, Luke
and John. But because the NL
focuses on Old Testament texts for
the first part of the year, “Gospel” is
encountered in the many and various
Old Testament narratives that are
read. And the Old Testament comes
to be seen as part of the bigger
picture of God’s deep and abiding
love for a broken world... which is

certainly “Gospel.”

I should also say that
the basic shape of
worship will not
change by using the NL. Worship
will still be Gathering, Word, Meal,
and Sending. We will still have a
Gathering Rite like we always do.
We’ll still celebrate Communion like
we always do. And our Sending Rite
will remain the same. The only
difference is that the Word portion of
worship (Scripture and sermon) will
center on one Scripture reading and
have a much stronger thematic focus
which can then flow throughout the
worship experience.

If Council supports my recom-
mendation to try the NL for a year,
we’ll enlist some feedback, evaluate,
and decide if we want to continue
using it or go back to the RCL. My
hope is that our use of the NL will be
a blessing, enrich our worship life,
and help to make us more fluent in
the first language of faith.

If you have any questions or thoughts
about possibly using the NL, please
talk with me. I’d love to hear your
thoughts and questions. You are also
welcome to talk with any council
members.

Blessings as we venture into the
newness of Easter.

Pastor Gary



Why Move to the Narrative Lectionary?

There are several reasons for doing a one-year trial with
the Narrative Lectionary (NL). These are the ones that are
important for me:

e As I've mentioned previously, many people don't
know the biblical story well. They may know parts, or
they may know random stories, but often they don't know
the flow of the bigger story and how all the stories they
may know fit into the bigger picture. The NL helps
people to better grasp the bigger picture of the Bible as
the Story of Salvation... God saving the world. And it's a
story that doesn't start with Jesus. It starts way back in
Genesis with Abraham and Sarah. And each year of the
Narrative Lectionary rehearses and tells that story.

o We've been using the Revised Common Lectionary
(RCL) since 1994 and similar lectionaries before that. It's
not a bad lectionary. There is much that is good about it.
Every lectionary is a compromise and has its strengths
and weaknesses. But because it's been in use for so many
years and it repeats every three years, we hear the same
biblical passages over and over and over every three
years. This means that there is many of the Scriptures that
we never hear in worship. My experience in using the NL
is that it was refreshing and challenging. Refreshing
because we read new texts that we'd never heard in
worship and also in many cases, heard the texts in their
biblical context. Challenging because we had to, | had to,
work hard at understanding texts that were completely
new. The whole process was energizing for everyone
including the preacher. And energized preachers makes
for energized preaching.

o | also believe that the Narrative Lectionary honors the
Old Testament and gives it its proper place as part of our
Scripture. With the RCL, the OT readings are there to
compliment the Gospel reading and in general, the OT
reading doesn't get preached on and isn't considered in its
own right and for its own place in the biblical narrative
and the Story of Salvation. With the NL, the OT texts are
preached on for the first 15 weeks (it can't be avoided)
and people begin to not only better understand the Story
of Salvation but also come to understand the role/place of
the OT in that story and how God is acting in the OT......
which is consistent with how God acts in the New
Testament and in our lives.

e The RCL has one year each for the synoptic gospels
Matthew, Mark and Luke. As a result, the Gospel of John
gets pretty much neglected except to include various texts
from John inserted at various points in the three years. |
don’t think that does John justice, which is a shame
because John is such a rich gospel. The NL devotes one
of the four years to John. | found that year to be
especially refreshing and challenging.

e | also think a change to the NL would be good because
it helps to see biblical texts in a new light. Every
lectionary has a bias. It can't be helped. That's the nature
of lectionaries. The result is that we usually view a text
through the lens of the lectionary. For example, with the
RCL we always read the temptation of Jesus on the first
Sunday of Lent every year. That gives the text a certain
Lenten lens for interpretation. However, with the NL, we
read the temptation story not on the first Sunday of Lent,
but rather in its narrative place in the Gospel (at the
beginning of Jesus' ministry) which gives it a new lens to
understanding... in many ways a more faithful (to the
writer of the gospel) lens. I've found that to be the case
with many texts which are common to both lectionaries.

o | have also really appreciated the narrative approach
which the NL brings. There is much more continuity
from Sunday to Sunday and it is more helpful especially
when it comes to the Gospels to get a better grasp of the
individually gospel writer's view.

o Another reason for the change is that the NL gives
more of a central focus to worship each Sunday. Since
there is just one reading, the focus and planning is
centered on that one reading. We do that in some ways
with the RCL, but then we also read two other readings
which may or may not have a connection to that theme.
With one reading, there is a more cohesive feel to
worship.

e The RCL can be confusing for people who are new to
the faith and not familiar with three different readings.
Often, | have to really struggle to find a connection
between readings. If | have to struggle to understand the
connection between readings with a seminary education
and 35 years’ experience as a pastor, what are others
doing without that background? The NL is much more
welcoming to people who aren't steeped in the faith.

o | also think that the one Scripture focus makes the NL
more child-friendly. Given the age of our congregation
and the small number of children in worship, we need to
seriously think about how we welcome and include
children in worship. This is of upmost importance not
simply for ULC but also for the whole church. There is
also good Sunday School curriculum that has been
developed to follow the NL so worship reinforces Sunday
School, which might not always be the case with the RCL
as the preacher may be focusing on a different reading
than the Sunday School did.

For all of the above reasons, I think that using the NL
would be good for ULC, and that we would grow,
benefit, and be challenged in our life of faith, and become
more fluent in the first language of faith, the Bible.

Pastor Gary
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C&MMUNITY Campus Ministry News
Introducmg Our 2019-20 Student & Graduate Associates

Andrew Earle,
Graduate
Student
Associate “This
summer | will be
working as a
Research
Assistant in the
MSU Economics Department. In
my free time, | hope to go on a few
camping trips, bike, play soccer,
and enjoy the nice weather in my
first Michigan summer. I'll also be
traveling! My family is hoping to
take a trip to some national parks
out West, and | will go back to
Pittsburgh and visit my friends and
family there while I have a break
from school.”

~ . Megan Kotnik,
+ Senior Student
" Associate “I will
. be here in East
Lansing this
summer working
full time as a

student supervisor for Brody
Residential Education and Housing
Services. Then, to celebrate my best
friend's graduation in July, she and |
are planning a two-week road trip
down the east coast, before she
settles into her new job. I look
forward to spending this summer
preparing for my final year as an
MSU undergrad and relaxing a little
before the school years starts.”

Eric Podolsky, Junior Student
Associate “T get
to stay in East
Lansing this
summer! | was
lucky enough to
get an
internship
working with a
small company
called Quavo I’11 be spending this
summer applying my schooling,
while growing my roots in East
Lansing. I’m excited to get to try

Computer Science in a real-world
setting!

1l be living in a house owned by
our neighbors University United
Methodist Church. The house is
only a couple minutes walk away
from both of our churches. I'm
hoping I’11 be able to find plenty of
ministries to help with, as well as
form bonds between our churches. |
hope to see many of you in the next
few months!”

Jack Walch,
Senior Student
Associate “This
summer | will be
in Pittsburgh, PA

' working for
ek PPG, a fortune
h M : 500 chemical

company. | also hope to get a lot of
fencing in!”

Thank You Student Associates!

We thank our 2018-2019 Student Associates for their
leadership and service in Christ’s name. Megan, Eric,
and Jack serve tirelessly to help plan meaningful campus
ministry events including service trips, worship, and
weekly Friday@Five dinners with speakers, fellowship,
and networking opportunities. They are also highly
involved in the life of our congregation at ULC, and we
are so grateful for their ministry and presence among us.
Thank you, Megan, Eric, and Jack for your faithful

service this year!

Student
Associates and
Campus Ministry
Team members
packing cookies
with care and
loving kindness.

College Care Packages

Thanks to the generosity of our congregation,
contributions of homemade and store-bought cookies, as
well as personal notes offering prayers and
encouragement accompanied each care package.
Packages were mailed to students from ULC studying on
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other college and university campuses, and given to our
students studying at MSU and LCC. Thank you for your
contributions and prayers as students study and complete
final projects and exams this spring!

Pastor Haley Vay



“First” Fridays@Five: Sharing Faith and Food

Our weekly campus ministry
gathering called Fridays @ Five
include dinner and fellowship,
with a mix of service projects,
speakers, worship opportunities,
and more. Each “First Friday” we
host a different speaker from the
community while sharing a meal
with members of our
congregation.

This year we had a wonderful
time learning and growing with
faith leaders from interfaith and

ecumenical backgrounds, including our own Bishop

Bobbie Davis serves delicious and healthy
Buddha Bowls at April’s “First” Friday@Five.

community organizations like MSU
Safe Place and Friendship House
MSU.

One detail that makes each First Friday
so special is the opportunity for
interaction between congregation and
student communities in the sharing of a
meal. If you would be willing to share
in this special opportunity by providing
a meal for students in campus ministry,
please contact Pastor Haley Vay to
sign up for the 2019-2020 academic

year. Available First Fridays include: Sept. 6, Oct. 4, and

Satterlee, Imam Sohail Chaudry, and MSU Assistant
Professor of Religion, Dr. Jon Keune, as well as

Nov. 1, as well as Feb. 7 and Apr. 3, 2020.

Pastor Haley Vay

ULC Archives

College Lutheran Church in 1954

The Jan. 16, 1954 issue of the
Lutheran Standard included a six-
page article about College Lutheran
Church titled “God Comes to the
Campus.” The author, Wilfred
Bockelman (related to Karen
Bockleman?), spent five days in East
Lansing with Pastor Herbert Wolf.

What was College Lutheran Church
(CLC) like in 1954?

“When the church was built,
Michigan State College had an
enrollment of 5,000 students. Today
is has an enrollment of 15,000, and it
is predicted that ten years from now
it will have 25,000. The facilities of
CLC are already taxed to the limit so
that three services are required every
Sunday to accommaodate the
worshipers.”

“Another problem is that of turnover
in membership...Only eight
members of the congregation are
over 50 years old. To minister more
effectively to its resident member-
ship and to strengthen its Sunday
school program, the congregation has
called Miss Elaine Meyer as parish
worker.”

“Very few of the members of CLC
come from an ALC (American
Lutheran Church) background.”

“The budget of the congregation is
another indication of its strength. The
1953 budget called for a little over
$23,000. Of this amount $3,600
came from sources other than the
congregation for carrying on a
ministry among the students.”

Bockelman said, “I had pictured the
purpose of a ministry to students to
be a kind of shelter-house where
students could come for protection
from the blasts of atheistic and
agnostic professors who tried to tell
them that what they learned in their
childhood about God and the Bible
are all wrong.”

“There may be a little of that shelter-
house element in student service, but
the husky, tall, six-foot-four pastor of
CLC, Rev. Herbert Wolf, looks upon
his work as being not quite so
negative as merely to keep his flock
from being harmed. He feels that his
work and the work of their church is
the same as the work of the church

anywhere: to preach the definite,
positive gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ to the people in the
community. The work of student
service is not just to keep Lutheran
students from having their faith
shaken during their four years in
college but to nurture that faith so
that it may grow along with their
intellect.”

The articles ends: “And so, God
continues to come to the campus. In
the providence of God some
churches are placed in rural
communities to preach the gospel
there. Some are placed in industrial
areas and have the mission of
applying the Word of God to the
everyday problems of people who
work in the factories. Some few are
placed in the vicinity of a college
campus and must fulfill their calling
by making Christ relevant to the
people of the academic and
intellectual world. College Lutheran
Church of East Lansing is one of
those churches.”

Connie Lenkowski
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Family Faith Formation

Sunday School

This Week in Sunday School Email

Each week Pastor Haley Vay sends a “This Week in
Sunday School” email to all family units enrolled or
interested in our Sunday School programming at ULC. If
you or someone you know may be interested in knowing
more or receiving this communication, please talk with
Pastor Haley Vay or email haley.vay@gmail.com.

Palm Sunday

We prepared for Easter with a Palm Sunday Parade,
including “Dory” Jesus’ donkey friend, and Palm Sunday
Peeps with Resurrection Rolls (see recipe below).

Children’s Choir

Our children sing in worship 5-6 times per year and
rehearse during Sunday School on a Sunday rotation. Our
children are led by Director of Music Janine Novenske
Smith and assisted by MSU students and ULC Sunday
School teachers who provide leadership on Sunday
mornings. All children are welcome and encouraged to
join us in Sunday School at 9:40am.

Egg hunt, Bunny time, crafts and story time at the
ULC Egg Hunt on Saturday, Apr. 20.
Sunday School concludes May 12
The Sunday School academic schedule ends on May 12.
Please join us at Vacation Bible School or Summer music
camp this summer. We’ll see you in the fall!

Pastor Haley Vay

Help us ROAR! VBS Volunteers Needed!

This year’s VBS program will have
Crew Leaders for each area of fun

and faith formation, including Bible
Adventure, Craft & Pl_ayj Snack, and .

9a.m.)

Stampede Sports. X =)

We have - S Cafe (9-11 a.m.)
volunteers for

crew leader

positions, but we
still need your
help!

Serving as a VBS volunteer is a great
way to grow in your faith while
accompanying children along their
own journey. Volunteer positions
include:

Page 6 May 2019 Lux

¢ Morning registration and
attendance check-in (8:30-

Assisting Crew Leaders with
Craft & Play and Hungry Herd

e Crew Guides who “shepherd”
children from one station to the
next and participate in all the fun
of VBS (8:30-11:30 a.m.)

To learn more about the ROAR
program visit their website.

Sign-up TODAY at the display in the
narthex! Please direct questions
about VBS and volunteer
opportunities to Pastor Haley Vay

Beaman at Haley.vay@gmail.com,
or VBS Director Nicole Greiter at
nicolegreiter@gmail.com, or call the
church office.

Child Safety Checks

In order to serve alongside children
at ULC, we complete state and
federal background checks on every
volunteer. We reserve the right to
decide whether or not a volunteer
may serve based on the results of
each background check. Anyone
desiring to serve with children and
youth who refuses a background
check will not be permitted to serve.

Pastor Haley Vay & Nicole Greiter


mailto:haley.vay@gmail.com
https://www.group.com/category/ministry-resources/childrens-ministry/vbs/roar.do
mailto:Haley.vay@gmail.com
mailto:nicolegreiter@gmail.com

Forum Concludes May 12 with Look at Baha'i Faith

Sunday, May 5: To be announced. Watch the

TN T ..
This is the last forum of the season. Plan to

Forum board in the narthex and the weekly
emails for late-breaking news.

Sunday, May 12: Melanie Smith - The Baha’i
Faith. Melanie will give us an overview of the
Baha’i Faith, its history, and origins.

SUNDAY
FORUM

join us again in the fall.

Linda Trevarthen

FSSY

i

In May, the ULC Book
Club will be reading
Finding Dorothy by
Elizabeth Letts. This is a
behind-the-scenes tale of
the late L. Frank Baum,
author of The Wonderful
Wizard of Oz and his
widow, Maud.

ULC Book Club

FINDING
DOROTHY

ELIZABETH LETTS

fua

S

As soon as she learns that M-G-M
is adapting her late husband’s
masterpiece for the screen, she
realizes that she is the only person
who can help the producers stay
.« true to the spirit of the book—
. because she‘s the only one left
who knows its secrets. Written as
fiction but based closely on fact, this

Learn About the Man Behind the Wizard of Oz

book tells a story of love, loss,
inspiration, and perseverance, set in
America’s heartland.

The next meeting will be on
Thursday, May 23 at 10 a.m. All are
welcome!

Judy Kindel

ULC Memorial Library

We have some new titles in the ULC library for both
children and adults.

Children:

yery Best g,
=D fory

Very Best Story Ever Told: The Gospel

with American Sign Language by Robin
| Currie (INT 232.901 Cur) The Very Best
Story Ever Told shares the Gospel story
in a unique and creative way, from God's

# =0 love for the world to Jesus' life to the

Splrlt surroundlng us today. Each line of this story
includes important words reinforced with American Sign
Language to engage the whole child. As kids learn the
signs and repeat the words, visual learning, auditory
learning, and kinesthetic learning are fully engaged to
equip them to retell the Gospel story again and again.
(amazon.com)

May God Bless You and Keep You by
Sarah Cunningham (E 242 Cun) In
gentle rhyming text, Sarah Raymond
Cunningham explores the curiosity
and wonder of a child's life from the

New Materials in the ULC Library

playroom to the playground, dinnertime to alone time, all
with a recurring chorus: May God bless you and keep
you... May God Bless You and Keep You will give
encouragement and blessing to kids at any stage in the
wonderous journey of growing up. (amazon.com)

Adult:

Animate: Bible by Carla Barnhill
(DVD 268 Bar — We also have the
facilitator guide and journal.)
Animate: Bible is an adult faith
formation series that explores seven
big conversations about the Bible,
including the canon, history,
testaments, Gospels, genre, interpretation, and grace.
Resources include dynamic videos, a creative journal,
and complete Facilitator Guide. (Augsburg)

Please visit ULC’s Library. There is always something
new to see.

ULC Library Team
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ﬁ Music Notes

What is the Org

The console of the organ is the desk
that has the keyboards (manuals), the
pedalboard, all of the stop controls,
and the music rack. Our new organ
will have a newly constructed
console. The old console was not
reusable and has been left in place as
a money saving measure. The new
console will face toward the front of
the sanctuary and be moveable. This
is a major improvement for the
organists, who previously had to use
a small mirror to try to see the choir
director, see the front of the church
to judge when Communion might be
finished, or to just be aware of what
was happening in the service.

The keyboards are familiar to most
people, but many are often not aware
that the pedalboard works just like a
keyboard for the hands but is played
by well-trained feet. Organ music is
most often written on three staves
(the set of five lines that represent
musical pitches). The feet can play
complicated melodies, solos, or be
the lowest voice in a piece of music.

You may have noticed that organists
use special shoes to play the
pedalboard. Very practically, we do

%

The organ console at St. Paul Episcopal
Church in Jackson.

not want to bring the outdoor dirt
onto the pedals. We also need a
supple leather bottom to feel the
pedals and a heel of a certain height
and width that allows us to skip over
pedals and not get stuck in between
pedals.

There are also two completely
different large pedals for opening
and closing the swell box and
activating the crescendo function.
We also have some smaller “toe
pistons” that the organist can tap to
change the registration settings on
the organ, just like the thumb pistons
that are located under the keyboard.

an Console?

e = sually above the keyboards are

some vertical tiles that are called
“couplers.” These allow the organist
to connect different ranks of pipes to
different keyboards. The “Swell to
Great” coupler allows us to play
ranks of pipes that belong to the
Swell keyboard by using the Great
keyboard, for example. The “Great
to Pedal” coupler would let us
choose ranks of pipes from the Great
keyboard and have the pedals play
them. In that fine art of registration,
sometimes the organist just needs to
borrow something from another
section of the organ to make the
perfect sound.

Every organist’s favorite
convenience is the “General Cancel”
button on the far right under the
bottom keyboard. It allows the
organist to push one button and all of
the stops are automatically “pushed
in” (turned off). No longer do we
have to push all the stops in one at a
time or risk forgetting a stop and
making an accidental noise in the
middle of a service.

Julie Baglien
ULC Organist

More than 60 shawls & lapghans, knitted and crocheted by Tight
Knit members, were blessed during worship at ULC on Sunday,
Apr. 7. They were delivered to McLaren Hospice for distribution.
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Shawls & Lapghans Blessed

Easter Alleluias!

The Senior Choir and alumni, directed by Janine Smith, singing
“Alleluia Chorus” on Easter. They sent us on our way rejoicing!



Earthkeeping News

What if you could create a beautiful
landscape in your yard with plants
that came well-adapted to
your soil and climate? There
would be less need for
fertilizing, and you could
back off the watering,
saving time and energy as
well as water. These hardy plants
would be perennials with incredible
root systems that rebuild the soil,
help filter water and better resist
pests.

Native gardens don’t have to be
“wild” or “weedy,” they can be

Going Native

planted alone or with a mix of non-
natives and be “clean” aesthetically

3%/ with important ecological

Native plants offer a
variety of choices in plant
size, flower color and
bloom period and can be

purchased locally. For more

information go to www.native
plants.msu.edu.

For those with lakefront or river
property, the Michigan Dept. of
Environmental Quality has

information on native shoreline

function (MSU Extension).

plantings to protect from erosion. Go
to www.canr.msu.edu/
resources/smart_lakefront plants.

By using natives in our landscape,
we reduce our use of pesticides,
herbicides, fertilizer and water and
reap the benefits of providing a
habitat that will support birds,
butterflies, pollinators, and other
wildlife. This we do in response to
God’s calling us to be faithful in our
care of his Creation.

Judy Kindel

Rebuilding Together.

May Outreach of the Month
Rebuilding Together

The May Outreach of the Month offering is being
collected to support the 2019 Rebuilding Together
project. On Saturday, Apr. 27 ULC members and friends,
led by Jim Lorenz and Greg Hagbom, helped a local
homeowner with a variety of home repair projects. This
homeowner was identified by the Lansing area chapter of

Outreach of the month envelopes are available in the pew
racks or donations can be delivered to the ULC office.
Checks should be made out to ULC with “Rebuilding
Together” on the memo line. Contributions can also be
made using PayPal by clicking on the Donation Button at
our website www.ulcel.org.

Jim Lorenz

A Free Little Bible Library for ULC

The Library and Evangelism Teams
are working together with Sandy
Davis and Jim Lorenz to create a
small library structure near the bus
bench on Harrison Road in front of
ULC. The idea is to give away Bibles
and other reading materials to people
who walk by the church. Beth Rahe
and Connie Lenkowski are selecting
materials for the library. The Bible
we will use is the Contemporary
English Version chosen by Pastor
Gary for its simplicity of language
while still staying true to the gospel
message.

We are also looking for donations of
Christian books or other publications
for children as we feel these will be
in high demand. Of particular interest

Left Sandy Davis’ concept de5|gn nght Jim Lorenz and Sandy start the little library.

are publications from Augsburg
publishing such as the “Dear God”
books and “The Little Lutheran”
published by the ELCA. Look for a
basket in the Narthex marked "ULC
Little Library" to make your

donations. If you are interested in
helping fund the Bibles, please
donate to ULC and designate the gift
to the Evangelism Team. Thank you.

Clarke Anderson
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Betsye Prince Passes the Spade to Norm Jolin Sr.

“Isn’t this lovely” the visitor
murmured to himself, as he looked
out over our church grounds. For
ten years Betsye Prince has headed
the faithful crew who planned,
maintained, and kept up our church
landscaping.

Growing up in northern lowa,
Betsye enjoyed helping her mother
with her large vegetable garden. A
licensed beautician, she met
husband Hal in Ames, IA where he
graduated from lowa State University. They will
celebrate their 57" anniversary this year. After several
moves including one to Canada, they came to MSU
where Hal joined the Fish and Wildlife department. They
have been ULC members since 1968. In addition to
supervising and tending our gardens, Betsye bakes the
communion bread each week, serves on altar guild, and is
in Rhodon Circle.

Former Pastor Fred Fritz was the instigator for improving
the church landscaping. The huge flower bed across from
the main entrance is spectacular, with perennials and
bulbs making a colorful display from early spring to late
fall. Members of the loyal crew who help have specific
areas under their care. They include Gerry Erickson,
Chris Stoll, Marilyn Schafer, Judy and Paul Kindel, Pat
and Gary Lee (memorial garden), Norm Jolin, with others
including Sandy Davis, who helps with spring and fall
cleanup. More gardeners are needed to maintain the many
beds, plantings close to the building, and our side of the
vegetation between us and the Islamic Center. The
spacious grounds permit outside services as we had last
year and ample parking areas, separated by vegetation.
Now Betsye is retiring, with Norm Jolin Sr. taking on the
responsibility.

Norm began observing nature at age three when he ran in
fields after his eight-year-old friend. The river was a
swimming pool, and he was fascinated by life there, in
and under the water. Growing up in St. Clair, Ml, he
spent two years in the community college, then
transferred to MSU. A champion gymnast in high school,
Norm was drafted by former ULC member George
Szypula for the MSU gymnastics team where he
specialized in trampoline. They were Big Ten co-champs
in 1967. He participated in IM football and softball for
four years, was an Eagle Scout and assistant scout master.
There weren’t jobs for zoology students, so he took
courses in botany to complete his teaching certificate. In
summer he taught trampoline at George Szypula’s
summer camp.
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Betsye and Norm

Norm knew wife Carol in high
school and at church, but they didn’t
date until his MSU days when she
was doing intensive and cardiac care
nursing. He taught biology and
physical sciences, including the AP
courses, in Williamston for 31 years.
They were “hands on” courses with
students collecting insects, fall
leaves, etc. and then explaining in
class how they related to the
environment. He took students to
forests, streams, open fields and pond habitats all seasons
of the year to observe species in each. When studying
energy, they went on field trips, even visiting the
Midland nuclear power plant under construction.

A ULC member since 1972, Norm has just completed
four years on church council, and is on the grounds, earth
keeping, and security teams. He would like to introduce
more varieties of plants giving flowers, fruit, and fall
color, in addition to improving the butterfly garden. A
serious birder, Norm has more than once identified over
200 species of birds in a year. Another major hobby is
building an elaborate miniature train system, recently
displayed at Impression Five.

April 13 the “pruning team” of Gary Lee, Paul Kindel,
Brad Keene, Al Booren, Jim Lorenz, and Norm Jolin
pruned and loaded three truck and three trailer loads
hauled off by Sandy Davis. May 4 is the general work
day when the grounds and beds will be prepared for
summer. Volunteers are needed then, and to maintain our
church grounds all summer. Their efforts are much
appreciated!

Phyllis Andersland

Spring Work Day

Garden Clean-up
Saturday, May 4 - 9 a.m.

Grab your gloves and sun
screen and join us to weed
and mulch the gardens,
weather permitting. I also
need volunteers to adopt
gardens on the north and
west portions of the property
for the summer. If you have any questions,
please contact me.

Wil

Norm Jolin, Sr.




the beginning of the year.

Sunday, June 9 has been designated as the day we will
wrap our four graduating high school seniors in quilts

Prayers & Squares Chapter 163
From Scraps to Pet Beds

Have you ever wondered what happens to
all the scraps of fabric and batting that are
created when we make our prayer quilts?
They are “repurposed” as the filling for
the inside of “doggie & kitty” beds for
the Capital Area Humane Society. Steve
Mileski delivered nine pillow type beds
in April filled with scraps gathered since

made especially for them. Max Helser, Noah Schott,
Morgan Weaver and William Weston will be this year’s

recipients. Please plan to join us at the
9:30 a.m. service to honor these graduates.

Our next sewing day is scheduled for
Tuesday, May 14 from 9 a.m.to 12:30 p.m.
in the Atrium. This is the fifth year we will
be gathering quilts for the Royal Kids
Camp in northern Oakland County. Each

/ of the foster kids who attend the week
long camp with their families receives a
quilt to use and then take home. We will be putting the
quilts out for knot-tying soon.

Bobbie Davis

2019 Local Benevolence Grants
Distributed Earlier This Year!

The Social Action

Team (SAT) is
changing the time of the year when
we consider local benevolence grant
applications. In the past, the local
benevolence grant application
process was often confused with the
ULC Endowment Grant application
process which occurred at the same
time in November.

We plan to meet by early July to
recommend to the ULC Council the
disbursement of local benevolence

funds. Council ultimately decides
whether to approve the SAT
recommendations. Local Lansing
area non-profit organizations are
considered for the grants.

This year $4,000 is available for this
purpose. The maximum amount of a
grant is $1,000, so we anticipate
aiding four to eight organizations. If
you would like to nominate an
organization for consideration please
contact Bryan Rahe at church or at

b.rahe@comcast.net in order to
obtain a very easy application form.

Application forms are also available
on the ULC website. The deadline
for the Social Action Team to receive
applications this year is June 30. Feel
free to submit your application via
email to me if that is more
convenient.

Bryan Rahe
Social Action Team

Kids Hope USA Mentoring Begins!

On Monday, April 15, Mary Werkman and
Bob Smith were the first of seven ULC
volunteers to start mentoring a student at
Forest View Elementary School in Lansing
for one hour each week. Each volunteer has a

prayer partner that prays for a good

mentor/student relationship during that hour and for
whatever needs that student may have. Clarke Anderson,

of the hour is devoted to academic work

suggested by the student's teacher. Friendly
conversation, educational games/puzzles,

KIDS
HOPE reading, fun activities and maybe even a snack
USA’ fill the remaining time. Kids Hope USA has

many resources online for mentors plus there

Mary's husband, is her prayer partner. Anne Smith, Bob's

wife, is his prayer partner.

is a large shelving unit in the ULC office with resources
like Sorry, Connect Four, craft supplies, books, etc.

We welcome prayers from the ULC community as we
begin this ministry at Forest View.

Mentors have received training on what to do during the
one hour with the student in this K-3 school. At least half

Barbara Kissling
Kids Hope USA ULC Director
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From the President

There is a Time for Everything and Season

I was in a church committee meeting
recently with Larry Wagenknecht
when he referenced Ecclesiastes 3:1-
8 during a devotional. The first verse
reads, “There is a time for
everything and a season for every
activity under the heavens.” As we
transition from winter to spring we can take these verses
literally and plant our gardens. As we continue to read
verses two through eight, there are “times and season”
listed for 28 different things - to be born, to die; to keep
silence, to speak; a time for war, a time for peace, etc. If
you cannot sing the rest of these verses, you might want
to look them up.

In my 30 years working for MSU we have tried things
that have failed only to try
again, sometimes with most of
the same variables except
time, and we often find a
better outcome. At work when
we make a change in process for the sake of an improved
outcome we like to call it innovation. With maturity, | am
realizing that there is a season for every activity under the
heavens. With wisdom, we can discern what changes to
make and when is the best time, and with planning and
communication, we hopefully choose the season.

Your council identified a few modest goals for the year
when we met during the February retreat. We established

goals for education, ministry/community and worship.
Our goals are a framework for planning so that we can
identify when is the right time to take an action.

For the Kids Hope initiative, it seems that we found our
season. This program has been extremely well received at
Forest View Elementary and we are inspired by the
reception. An initiative under the worship goal was to
explore the use of the Narrative Lectionary that Pastor
Gary discusses in this newsletter.

For your council, one way for us to discern if any of our
actions are “in season” is to listen to our membership. |
have found that with church business and work at MSU,
there is a lot of discernment before action and our best
decisions happen with planning and communication. In

our most
“If someone wishes to share their thoughts with recent council
council in person, that person has the floor during  meeting, we
the first ten minutes of our regular agenda.” agreed to set
aside time at

the beginning of every council agenda for members’
privilege. If someone wishes to share their thoughts with
council, in person, that person has the floor during the
first ten minutes of our regular agenda. Thank you to all
the members that take the time to share their thoughts and
questions to help us know when a season has come.

Brandon Baswell
ULC President

The ULC Council met on
Wednesday, April 17 and the
following are highlights from this
meeting:

¢ Kids Hope has seven mentors
and prayer partners that began

e Council vote on Narrative
Lectionary moved to May
meeting to allow for additional
congregation input.

¢ Council meeting agendas going
forward to include 10 minutes, at
the beginning of the meeting, for

meeting with students at Forest
View Elementary in April.

Moved to approve revised 2019
Annual Budget with $915 less in
total expenses.

Learned from Fowler Organ
Company that the floor beneath
the organ will not support the
renovated new organ as currently
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designed. Will work with Fowler
on a solution.

Committee continued meeting to
review ULC Constitution and
By-laws for discussion at the
annual meeting.

Education goals set by council at
its retreat are moving forward
with discussion on racial justice.

members privilege.

Sheila Nicholas

Attendance for March

Mar. 3: 186
Mar. 10: 153
Mar. 17: 178
Mar. 24: 130
Mar. 31: 144



Lead Management Team Notes

The Apr. 3rd Lead Management Team meeting was
cancelled due to absences of several members. The
following are highlights from the notes that were
compiled from teams this month.

Social Action-Bryan Rahe: The food distribution in
February served 45 households. The next food
distribution is Apr. 25. Great news from Michigan
Refugee Hope! One of the refugee youth being helped by
Faith Lutheran had a hearing last week in US
Immigration Court and was allowed to remain in the US
for another year when he will have an opportunity to get
his green card to remain in the US. All involved were
greatly relieved as we feared deportation. MRH had
granted him a scholarship to attend LCC and the judge
read his scholarship application letter to MRH aloud in
court in which he stated what he wanted to do with his
life.

Tight Knit-Vicki Anderson, Terrie Reinoehl: A new
idea was started in March for the Food Movers clients
that come to ULC. Since some of the clients have to wait
at ULC before receiving their grocery items, some quick
knit prayer shawl kits were started for those that would
like to knit while waiting. We welcome cash donations as
certain items we craft, like the knockers, use special yarn.

Communications Team-Amy Wagenknecht: Holy
Week worship ads will be run for the two weeks prior to
Easter in the City Pulse this year. We have also assisted
in revising the ULC brochure and ads for the Worship
Expressions event.

Grounds-Norm Jolin, Sr.: Recent work in the parking
lot included disconnecting ballasts and removing the HID
bulbs from thirty-one existing parking lot light poles,
rewiring fixtures for direct connection of power to
existing sockets, and installing LED retro-fit lamps.
These LED bulbs will use 80 percent less energy than the
HID bulbs. Dale Romsos carried out this project. We are
planning on replacing two light poles that were damaged
this winter. The grounds pruning team met on Saturday,
Apr. 13 to prune trees and cut the remaining ornamental
grasses around the church property. A garden workday is
planned for May 4 in order to get the gardens ready for
the growing season.

Security Team-Barb Kissling: Caryn from Builders
Hardware did a presentation on how the door software is
set up to handle locking/unlocking the front doors for the
many different groups that come and go at ULC after
4:30 when the staff leaves. Britny sent out e-mails to
group leaders to pick up a fob before April 1 when the
evening software starts operating. As Britny hands out
the fobs, she uses the opportunity to go over the ULC
front door policy. Dave Oslund is the new chair of the
Security Team.

Eucharistic Ministers-Pastor Gary Bunge: Pastor
Haley Vay and | continue to take Communion to our
shut-ins once a month. We have divided the group into
two and we alternate groups each month so our shut-ins
see one of us each month.

Amy Wagenknecht

The Greater Church

North/West Lower Michigan Synod Assembly 2019
Called to be like Living Stones in a Changing World

May 16-18, 2019

Comfort Inn & Suites Hotel and
Conference Center

2424 S. Mission, Mt. Pleasant

The offering collected at this year’s Synod
Assembly will be divided between flood relief for
the Nebraska Synod and new cabin construction
for Living Water Ministries.

ULC voting members to the Assembly are Vicki

Anderson, Brandon Baswell, Pastor Haley Vay
Beaman and Pastor Gary Bunge.
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Worship Expressions and the Arts

Expressions of Thanks!

Coordinating the art show for March’s stunning Worship
Expressions and the Arts allowed me a back door view of what
it took to pull the entire evening together. And | was so
overwhelmed with pride in and affection for this amazing «
congregation that I would like to offer my own thanks to all
involved. oy

Thank you, Janine, Pastor Gary, and Pastor Haley Vay, for
your vision and for encouraging us to explore our faith in.-'[jew
ways.

Thank you, Janine, for your artistry, creativitysen:
and your ability to attract, shape, nurture; and
showcase the musical talents of others, Thank
you, too, for your own glorious voice..

Thank you, John Dale Trio, for your stellar
accompaniment. -

Thank you, Karyn Perry, for sharing your ethereal
dancers with us.

Thank you, Steve Sneed and Jim Lorenz, for
preserving that glorious service with video and audio
recordings.

Thank you to all the artists and collectors among us who sharé'dg« )
- congregation—beyond measure, beyond words. ULC is pretty
“~much everything we imagine God’s kingdom to be, here on

their creations and/or treasured works of art, many of which

were created by or inherited from family members, through the

Worship Expressions’ accompanying art show.

Thank you to the dozens of members and friends who
participate in the two ministries featured in the Fiber Arts
section of the art show -- Prayers and Squares and Tight Knit --
for the array of quilts, prayer shawls, scarves, hats, mittens, et
al you created.

Thank you, Connie Lenkowski, for showcasing so many of
ULC’s artistic treasures.

Thank you, choir members, for providing the delectable
cookies and punch.

Thank you, Bill Trevarthen, for providing gorgeous orchids and
tulips to grace the art show and for finding such perfect quotes
for the art show program.

Thank you, Don Nordman, for gathering and setting up all the
necessary tables.

Thank you, Britny Pollard, for your help with the printed
program and numerous other related details.

- A special thank you to Sue Kamens for helping me to arrange
~all the tables on Friday and then helping to set up the art

d}i,if;jplays on Saturday! | would have been lost without you.

But the whole here was so much greater than the sum of all the
parts.

The art show looked absolutely wonderful—the
artistic talent in this congregation is staggering,
- andl suspect we have only scratched the surface in
-~ that regard.. The many personal treasures shared
with all who attended were like glimpses into the
- heart of the artists and collectors.

‘The Worship Expressions service was stunning,
moving and altogether joyous.

The conversations around the art displays which
filled the narthex, the Fireplace Room, and the

- back of the sanctuary were lively and engaged and the
~ excitement was palpable.

Bill land 1 feel blessed to be so involved in the life of this

earth.

Hmm.... why does that phrase have such a familiar ring to it?

Linda Trevarthen

On behalf of our congregation and all who gathered from the
community for Worship Expressions and the Arts on Saturday,
March 30™, we give our heartfelt thanks to Linda Trevarthen
for her tireless planning, organization, and implementation of
visual arts to accompany worship. The experience of Worship
Expressions and the Arts was truly enriched by the support we
share as a congregation and community. Linda, we appreciate
you and all the gifts God has given you, which you share so
freely and generously for the glory of God in this community.

Janine and Pastors Gary and Haley Vay

Glimpses of the Worship Expressions and the Arts service.
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“Worship
Expressions
and The
Arts”

presents
ULC Art

f
‘

Diane Appel
Phyllis Andersland
Julie Baglien
Pastor Gary Bunge
Miriam Bunge
Bobbie Davis
Sandy Davis
Dale Harpstead
Mary Harpstead
Marilyn Joanson
Gary Lee
LaVon Miller
Sheila Nicholas
Lee Paquette
Louise Paquette
Karen Perry
Prayers and Squares Ministry*
David Ramsey
Janine Novenske Smith
Robert Smith
Steve Sneed
Kathy Sweat
Tight Knit Ministry*
Bill Trevarthen
Linda Trevarthen

*These two ministries include a large
number of participants. Many are ULC
members, some are students, and a large
number are friends who simply enjoy the
fellowship, the work, and helping others.
We are blessed by the participation and
artistry of all involvedl!

Art is a collaboration
between God and the artist,
and the less the artist does
the better.

He who wishes to paint
Christ's story must [ive
with Christ.

Andie Gide Fra Angelico

Autumn Leaves
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ULC People

Ministers and Missionaries
The Family of Michael Anderson

The first thing Mike
Anderson gave me when |
interviewed him for this
article was a book entitled
George and Annette
EImquist Anderson and The
Augustana Lutheran Mission
in Central Tanganyika, East
Africa, 1926 — 1956. Written
by Joseph Anderson (Mike’s
uncle), unpublished, and
about the size of a small
city’s phonebook, it’s the
story of Mike’s grandfather
and grandmother (actually,
it’s his step-grandmother;
Mike’s grandfather’s second
wife), and it’s a fascinating
tale of a deeply-committed religious family.

As anyone who’s belonged to ULC for even the shortest
time knows, the ebullient Mike Anderson is himself a
deeply-committed religious man, a very active member of
our church, and a retired pastor who still preaches at
other ELCA congregations and occasionally here at ULC.

Michael is married to the equally committed and active
ULC member Vicki Anderson. Like Mike, Vicki is
retired. She worked with the National Resource
Conservation Service, a division of the USDA. They have
five children: Kelly, David, Karen, Amanda, and Joseph.

Mike is, in fact, the third in a line of Lutheran pastors in
his family. His grandfather George, the missionary, was
an Augustana Lutheran pastor, his father, L.K. (LeRoy
Klemens or Roy), was an LCA (Lutheran Church in
America) pastor, and Mike was and is an ELCA pastor.

The Anderson family is originally from the province of
Varmland, Sweden and was a member of the official state
Lutheran Church of Sweden. They moved to the United
States in 1878, settling near Clay Center in Kansas.
Grandfather George was born in Kansas in 1883 and was
raised there and in California. George returned to Kansas
to attend college and, once ordained as a Lutheran pastor
and married to his first wife Mabel, accepted a call to
ministry in Topeka, KS, at a Swedish Lutheran Church.

Mike’s Father, L.K., was ordained in 1942 and accepted
his first call at Amery, Wisconsin.
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Back, from left, on rooftop of vehicle is LeRoy Anderson; Dr. Bertha;
Elveda Bonander, holding twin Jule; Annette twin Louise; and two
helpers changing tire. In front are sons Paul and Mark. Joe (not
pictured) Jule and Louise were all born at Marangu.

Mike Anderson was born
there in Amery the
following year, 1943. He
moved with his family to
Forest Lake, MN in 1948.
He started Kindergarten
and continued in the local
schools until the 7" grade,
when his family moved
again, this time to
Downers Grove, IL, a
suburb of Chicago. Mike
continued his education
there until his graduation
from Downers Grove High
School in 1961.

Mike did his undergraduate work at Gustavus Adolphus
College in St. Peter, Minnesota. Then, like both his father
and his grandfather before him, he attended seminary at
Augustana Lutheran Seminary in Rock Island, IL.
Augustana Lutheran Seminary ceased to exist as such
when, in September 1962, it merged with Grand View
Seminary, Chicago Lutheran Theological Seminary, and
Suomi Theological Seminary to form the Lutheran
School of Theology at Chicago.

In the early part of the 20" century, things began to
change dramatically for the Anderson family. Mike’s
grandmother, George’s wife Mabel, died in Denver in
1917 from tuberculosis. George relocated to Minnesota,
accepting work as a part-time pastor in Minneapolis in
1917. Later that year he became the interim pastor at First
Lutheran Church in St. Paul. In 1919, George married
again, to Annette EImquist. She was a Pietist (rigid rules
of behavior: no drinking, no smoking, no card games)
and although Mike says he loved his grandmother
Annette very much, she was not popular with everyone in
the family. L.K., Mike’s father, had a difficult time with
his stepmother and moved to lowa after George’s
marriage. He lived with relatives there until 1926, when
he moved back to St. Paul.

It was in 1924 that George and Annette were invited by
the Swedish Evangelical Lutheran Church Augustana
Synod of North America to serve as missionaries in

Continued on page 17



Missionaries continued
from page 16.

Tanganyika. They left in
October of that year and
arrived in Africa in
December.

A bit of the history of that
country from Wikipedia:
“Tanganyika originally
consisted of the Tanganyika
Territory, the British share
of German East Africa,
which the British took
under a League of Nations
Mandate in 1922, and
which was later trans-
formed into a United
Nations Trust Territory
after World War Il. The
Tanganyika Independence
Act 1961 transformed the
United Nations trust territory into the
independent sovereign state of
Tanganyika. The British monarch
Elizabeth Il remained head of state as
Queen of Tanganyika and
Tanganyika shared the Sovereign
with the other Commonwealth
realms. Tanganyika adopted a new
constitution in 1962 that abolished
the monarchy.”

In 1964, Tanganyika officially joined
in union with the People’s Republic
of Zanzibar and Pemba and
eventually changed its name to The
United Republic of Tanzania.

It was Annette who felt the stronger
call to missionary work. In his
biography of his parents, Joseph
reports that “Annette first felt the call
to be a missionary during the year
(she spent) at the Bible School in
Nyack, New York,” but adds that
both she and George “were
committed to the missionary work of
the Augustana Lutheran Church in
China, India, and East Africa.”

Originally stationed in the village of
Marangu in Tanganyika, the
Anderson family (several of their
children accompanied George and
Annette to Africa) joined other

The Anderson family - back row: Joseph, Phillip, Jule, Joyce, Paul; middle
row: George (Mike's Grandfather), Louise, Leroy (Mike’s Dad) and front
row: Annette, Gracie, Jane (Mike’s Mom).

missionaries already there to be a
part of what became known as the
Augustana Lutheran Mission.

The church permitted its missionaries
to serve in Africa (and elsewhere) for
only five years at a time, but
missionaries could, after a one-year
hiatus, return for another five-year
stint. George and Annette were
deeply committed. They returned
repeatedly over a thirty-year period
(1924-1956) to serve the mission in
Tanganyika.

I asked Mike if there was any part of
their service that his grandparents
were especially proud of. He told me
that, through the British Bible
Society, his grandfather had
translated the New Testament into
the local dialect of Swahili. Also,
both George and Annette believed
strongly that the people they served
in Tanganyika should run their own
church, a notion that ran counter to
the prevailing “colonial” attitudes
and assumptions common among
missionaries at that time.

The Anderson family is large with
many members and many stories.

Mike, being a storyteller by nature,
tells them in his inimitable way: in
enthusiastic bursts with occasional

detours. During our
interview, | was
sometimes almost
overwhelmed with all
the characters, uncles
and brothers, in-laws
and sisters. While each
story is important to the
narrative as a whole,
there isn’t space in this
article to include them
all (remember that
Joseph L. Anderson’s
book on the family and
their missionary work
runs over 100 pages!).
One family member
that must be
mentioned, though, is
Howard Olsen, Mike’s
father’s brother-in-law.
Not only did Howard, along with his
wife Louise (Mike’s father’s sister),
serve at the mission in Tankanyika,
but also Howard is the
author/composer of many well-
known hymns. His hymn “Listen” is
familiar to most of us at ULC. In
fact, Pastor Bunge included it in a
sermon not many weeks ago.
Howard’s hymns were often written
first in Swahili, then translated into
English.

At the end of our interview, | asked
Mike if he had ever wanted to be a
missionary. He said he had, and that
his grandmother Annette had very
much wanted him to be one, too.
“When Grandpa died,” Mike told
me, “Grandma (Annette) said to me,
‘Michael, I want you to be a
missionary.’ But I never could pull it
off.”

| said that in spite of that, his
grandmother would surely be proud
of his life and his work as a Lutheran
pastor.

“Yes,” he said. “I’m sure she was.”

Bill Trevarthen
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Celebrations
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 BI'THDAY'S o)

1 Janine Novenske
Smith
Asher Greiter

2 Christine Harder
Ella Wangeman
Barry Williams
David Williams

3 Landon Haghom

4 lan Brown
Bobbie Davis
Jaymeson Iseler
Kaitlyn Iseler
Kathie Niemeyer

5 Tessa Grant
Scott Schabel
Alex Williams

6 Eric Goebel

Michael Hagbom
7 Peg Asmus

Emma Tracy

11 Mary Foley

13 Rebecca Kost
Barbara Riegle

14 Jennifer Barnes

16 Janice Mutka

17 Brianna Bridges
Morgan Kuchnicki
Darlene Romsos
Rich Tracy

18 Laura Sauceda

19 Amanda Brown

20 Sal Bubolz
Rachel Dalton

21 Hannah Hagman
Louise Paquette

22 Carl Bennett
Alexander Dethloff
Karen Sanders

23 Stephanie Lazar

24 Nancy Lindman

25 Leslie Booren

27 Nicholas Hamm
Roger Hoopingarner
Bryan McPhall
Demani Ruiz

28 Drew Erspamer
Ashton McPhall
Gavin Witter

30 Megan Mahoney
Terrie Reinoehl

31 Robert Baldus
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1 Jeff & Kathy Bracken
4 Randy & Peg Asmus

Sandy & Bobbie Davis
8 Bruce & Terrie
Reinoehl
9 Ed & Sharon Vanous
10 Bill & Martha Kost
19 Tom & Katie Grant
Jim & Melody Kiefer

22 Mike & Vicki Anderson

Bo & Joanne Boettcher
Olin & Jan Mace
Ben & Colleen
Marciniak-Jennings
23 Chuck & Becca Page
24 Andrew & Jennifer
Barnes
27 Hal & Betsye Prince

28 Edward & Laura Brown

29 Mark & Brie Largent
30 Jeff & Melissa
Andresen

Thanks, Easter Breakfast Crew!

Grant Proposals Requested!

Do you have an idea for a ministry

community, and needs some seed
money? The ULC Endowment

] - I
Thanks to this hard-working crew, ULC members and friends were
treated to a delicious Easter breakfast!

or project that will glorify God and gt
serve the world, or even our local ///
’ '.' ./
I
=00

- !

Committee is accepting grant

proposals now through Aug. 15 for o
Campus Ministry grants and through Oct. 31 for
general grants.

Applications are available under “Resources” at
www.ulcel.org. Contact the ULC Endowment
Committee at ulcendowment@ulcel.org for more
information.

Larry Wagenknecht
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The deadline for the June/July Lux is Wednesday, May 15.

E-mail articles to Amy Wagenknecht at amylarryw@comcast.net and
Britny Pollard at ulcsec@ulcel.org or place them in the Lux mailbox in

the ULC office. Articles may be edited for size or readability, but you
will be contacted if significant changes are made. Keep those
wonderful articles coming! Thanks!


mailto:amylarryw@comcast.net
mailto:ulcsec@ulcel.org

1 MSU Finals (through 5/3) 12:30p Staff Meeting-Conference

8:00a Mushers-IHOP, EL 15 8:00a Mushers-IHOP, EL
4:30p Lead Management Team-Conference 9:30a Amnos Circle-Fireside
7:00p Confirmation-Fireside 12:00p Lectio Divina-Fireside
2 6:00p Senior Choir Party-Johnson’s home 1:00p Rhodon Circle-Fireside
3 1:00p MSU Commencement 16 Synod Assembly (through May 18)-Mt. Pleasant
5 8:30a Worship 12:00p Int'l Student Ministry Board-Fireside
9:40a Children’s Choir/Faith Formation/Forum 18 9:00a Freewheelers Breakfast-IHOP, EL
10:45a Worship 19 Omega/Pentecost/Confirmation Sunday
3:00p Latvian Worship 9:30a Worship
6 4:30p Tight Knit-Fireside 20 4:30p Tight Knit-Fireside
5:00p Security Team-Conference 21 7:30a Tuesday Morning Bible Study-Fireside
7 7:30a Tuesday Morning Bible Study-Fireside 12:30p Staff Meeting-Conference
9:30a Lux Planning-Conference 12:30p Lychnion Circle-Fireside
10:15a Communication Team-Conference 6:30p ULC Council
12:30p Staff Meeting-Conference 22 8:00a Mushers-IHOP, EL
7:00p Pub Theology-Spartan Brewpub Noon Lectio Divina-Fireside
8 8:00a Mushers-IHOP, EL 23 10:00a ULC Book Club-Library
12:00p Lectio Divina-Fireside 3:30p Food Movers Set-up-Fellowship
7:00p Confirmation-Youth Room 4:30p Food Distribution-Fellowship
12 8:30a Worship 26 9:30a Worship
9:40a Faith Formation/Forum 27 Memorial Day-ULC Office Closed
10:45a Worship 28 7:30a Tuesday Morning Bible Study-Fireside
1:30a Sons of Norway-Fireside 12:30p Staff Meeting-Conference
3:00p Latvian Worship 5:00p Members in Ministry-Conference
13 4:30p Tight Knit-Fireside 5:00p Families Against Narcotics Board-Library
14 7:30a Tuesday Morning Bible Study-Fireside 6:30p Families Against Narcotics-Fellowship
9:00a Prayers & Squares Work Day-Atrium 29 12:00p Lectio Divina-Fireside
Enhance Fitness classes meet M-W-F at 10:45a in Atrium Education Hour — 9:40 to 10:30a: Concludes 5/12

Sunday Forum — Fireside Room
Sunday School (Age 2 - HS) — Basement Education Wing
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Gary A. Bunge
Lead Pastor

Haley Vay Beaman
Associate Pastor

Janine Novenske Smith
Director of Music

Britny Pollard
Office Administrator

Kristine Stuart
Financial Administrator

Mary Letvenow
Event Coordinator

Kristie Wiggert
Julie Baglien
Organists

Louise Paquette
Director of Handbells
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University Lutheran Church
One Community Lutheran Campus Ministry at MSU

1020 S. Harrison Road

East Lansing, MI 48823
517-332-2559 ulc@ulcel.org www.ulcel.org

Change service requested

Vacation Bible School

ROAR!
“Life is Wild ~ God is Good”

Join us for this year’s MANE event!
Who? Children age 3 through 5th grade
When? June 24-27 — 8:30 to 11:30 a.m.

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID

Lansing, MI
Permit No. 45

. Lifeis Wild “God is goed

. SRS

Cost? $10/child which includes T-shirts and learning materials used to

nurture growth in your children’s faith

Learn more on page 3

Early Bird Registration

Registration is OPEN on our website and hardcopy forms are available
in the church office. Please register your child(ren) by June 1 to secure
event T-shirts in preferred sizes and to help us plan accordingly.

All are welcome! Bring a friend!


mailto:ulc@msu.edu
http://www.ulcel.org/
http://www.ulcel.org/

