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Feeding Our Neighbors 
 

Our food distribution, also 
known as Food Movers, has 
grown over the last 10 years. 
As the need in our community 
has increased, our numbers 
have as well. We now serve 
about 270 families each 
month. This ministry is an 
important way we can interact 
with and have a positive 
effect on our community.  
 

Each month we need 30-40 
volunteers to make the 
distribution go smoothly. Tasks include registering the shoppers on tablets or 
instructing them about self-registration using their cell phones. Volunteers are 
also needed for traffic control to keep the lines flowing smoothly and to place 
food into vehicles as the shoppers drive by the food stations. Drivers are also 
needed to transport food to Spartan Village for shoppers without vehicles. 
 

If you can give us a little of your time on the fourth Thursday each month 
between 2:30 and 5:00 p.m., it would be greatly appreciated. Please help us 
keep this vibrant ministry going. Contact me at 517-485-4864 or 
bryandrahe@gmail.com with questions or to volunteer. (More photos on p. 3) 
 

Bryan Rahe

February 2023 

The newsletter of University Lutheran Church and One Community Lutheran Campus Ministry at Michigan State University 

Distributing food in January 2023. 

Mark Your Calendars . . . 
 

P & S Quilts of Valor 
Sewing Day 

Saturday, Feb. 4 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

 

Ash Wednesday 
Worship Expressions Worship  

Feb. 22 - 7 p.m.  
In-person and Facebook Live 

 

Food Movers Distribution 
Thursday, Feb. 23 

3:30 p.m. 
Drive-thru 

 

Pub Theology 
Tuesday, Feb. 28  
7 p.m. on Zoom  

(Call 332-2559 for link) 
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From the Pastor's Pen . . . 
 

Healing During Lent 
 

As I write this, I’m writing in the 
midst of the many gray, drab and 
dreary days that we’ve had this 
winter. It’s hopeful to be writing 
about Lent which begins later this 
month, because the word Lent comes 
from an Old English word lencten 
meaning spring or when the days 
lengthen. Spring and lengthening 
days always feel hopeful in the midst 
of the gray, drab and dreary days of 
winter. I’m already ready for spring. 
 
This year, the season of Lent will 
mark the return of in-person Lenten 
services at noon which will include 
worship and study, followed by a 
soup and bread meal. We’ll record 
that service and then stream it at  
7 p.m. on Facebook. 
 
The focus of our worship and time 
together this Lent will be healing. 
We’ve come through some very 
difficult years with the pandemic and 
much has transpired that has not been 
easy, and in fact has caused signifi-
cant hurt. We’ve been isolated from 
others. The way we’ve done things 
has changed and that has been a 
source of grief. We’ve lost people we 
know and love to COVID and for 

other reasons. We’ve experienced 
deep divide within our country, a 
divide that has even divided families 
and friends. We’ve experienced 
broken relationships. Life is different 
now. And as a result, we are a people 
in need of healing. 
 
When we read through any of the 
Gospels, it doesn’t take long to 
notice that healing was central to 
Jesus’ ministry, so as we focus on 
healing, we’ll focus on five different 
biblical passages that involve some 
kind of healing: physical healing; 
environmental healing, emotional 
healing; relational healing; and 
societal healing. And as we focus on 
these types of healing, we’ll see what 

Jesus and God’s word has to say 
about each. 
 
I’m reminded of Jesus’ words as he 
stood up in the synagogue to read on 
the sabbath when he read from the 
prophet Isaiah: 
 

18"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
 because he has anointed me 
 to bring good news to the poor  
 

He has sent me to proclaim release 
 to the captives 
 and recovery of sight to the 
 blind, 
 to let the oppressed go free, 
 
19to proclaim the year of the Lord's 
favor." 
 

This is what Jesus’ ministry was all 
about! Healing. Healing in whatever 
way it is that we need to be healed. 
 
Join us this Lent on Wednesdays as 
we probe the biblical understanding 
of healing, explore Jesus’ gift of 
healing, and worship and pray 
together for healing. 
 

Praying for healing, 
 

Pastor Gary
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Campus Ministry News 
 

Alternative Spring Break 
On Feb. 12 during the Sunday Forum following worship, 
Student Associates will be sharing plans for Alternative 
Spring Break in Albuquerque, NM where we will travel, 
and covet your prayers, over March 4-10. During Forum 

students will also discuss our 
biblical theme from Isaiah 58, 
“Repair the Breach,” and the ways 
they hope to apply their faith by 
learning from our neighbors in 
Albuquerque.  
 
On Sunday morning, March 12, 
students will share more about their 
experience in worship. In 
Albuquerque, we plan to continue 
learning about Reconciliation and 
Reparations, our Bible study and 
speaker theme for the 2022-23 
academic year, which was chosen 
by our Student Associates in close 
collaboration with Pastor Haley 
Vay, and in alignment with ULC’s 
vision and mission, as well as our 
Racial Justice Team ministry.  

 
The purpose of our trip will be to learn from BIPOC 
(Black, Indigenous, and people of color), particularly the 
LatinX community in Albuquerque. We are working on 
meeting with the Asylee Program Coordinator through 
Lutheran Family Services of the Rocky Mountains, as 
well as the Habitat for Humanity group that assists 
Indigenous elders with home repairs in the community.  
 

One Community Alum, Jenny Ward! 
During the holiday season 
Jenny returned to 
Michigan to visit family in 
Grand Rapids and friends 
in East Lansing! In 
January Jenny attended 
worship and caught us up 
on what she’s been 
learning while living and 
working in Oregon since 
graduation in 2018. Jenny 
serves as an Instructor at 
the Oregon Museum of 
Science and Industry 
(www.omsi.edu). 
 

Pastor Haley Vay

 
 
 
 

January Food Distribution - Cold Weather, Warm Hearts 

Jenny and Pastor Haley Vay 
on Jan. 15 

This year’s team 
shirt was 

designed by 
Student 

Associate Sofie 
Piotrowski, MSU 

Sophomore 
Zoology Major. 

Skating at Munn Arena 

Thank you to the volunteers that bundled up to distribute food to more than 200 families on Jan. 26! 
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Family Faith Formation 
 

Worship Wednesday 
 

During the month of February, we have many fun and 
faith formative events planned for families with children. 
Check them out! If these look like something that your 
family with children would enjoy, we hope you’ll join us 
for any or all of our upcoming opportunities in faith 
formation and fellowship. Check us out online at ULC’s 
YouTube channel, on the playlist called “Worship 
Wednesday.” 
 
Wednesday, Feb. 1 – online Worship Wednesday,  
4:15 - 5 p.m. 
 
Sunday, February 5, 2023 – Sunday Fun Day,  
5 – 7 p.m. including dinner, Children’s Choir, Bible 
story on God’s love, and Valentine craft  
 
Wednesday, Feb. 8 – online Worship Wednesday,  
4:15 - 5 p.m. 
 
Wednesday, Feb. 15 – Children’s Choir rehearsal at 
ULC, 5 – 6 p.m., including brief children’s worship, 
lessons on Transfiguration and Ash Wednesday, with 
Imposition of Ashes, followed by a pancake dinner and 
craft. No Worship Wednesday at 4:15pm 
 
Sunday, Feb. 19 – Children singing “This Little Light 
of Mine” in 10 a.m. worship (Transfiguration Sunday) 
 
Wednesday, Feb. 22 – No Worship Wednesday, Ash 
Wednesday Worship with the Imposition of Ashes at  
7 p.m.  
 

Confirmation 
 

7th and 8th grade students gather on Wednesday evenings 
with our pastors for Learning Events. We are currently 
exploring the Old Testament stories and learning the 
“OT Rap.” This month we started meeting in the newly 
refurbished Youth Room and saved some time for games 
at the end.  
 

Monthly service and fellowship events are also part of 
the Confirmation curriculum. Coming up we will plan to 
serve at the St. Luke’s Soup Kitchen and have fun at an 
Escape Room or Bowling along with our high school 
youth.  

 
 

Youth Group  
 

Youth Group gathers on Sunday evenings, 5 – 7 p.m. in 
the High School Youth Room with Pastor Haley Vay 
and Simon, MSU Senior Psychology Major and our 
ULC’s Youth Ministry Leader. We primarily gather high 
school students, and welcome 7th and 8th grade 
Confirmation students also. Since many of our events 
are upcoming, we hope you’ll check back for more 
reflection in the March issue of Lux!  
 
Sunday, Jan. 29 – Nailed It! Team Baking Competition  
 
Sunday, Feb. 5 – Group building & Bible Study  
 
Sunday, Feb. 12 – Valentine’s Theme Night 
 

Pastor Haley Vay 

 
The ELCA Youth Gathering returns to New Orleans next summer! 
The Multicultural Youth Leadership Event and the tAble will be held July 
13-16 and the ELCA Youth Gathering and Young Adult Gathering are 
scheduled for July 16-20, 2024.  
 
To learn more about this exciting event sign up for the gNews (monthly 
e-Newsletter) and visit the Youth Gathering section of www.elca.org or  
one of its social media platforms: Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram. 

 
Henry and Mailee 

enjoying the 
youth room. 

 

The  
Updated 

Youth 
Room 
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New Testament, Campus Ministry, Fostering 
 

A lively and interesting month ahead 
with two speakers and 
the culmination of the 
fascinating DVD series, 
How We Got the New 
Testament, led by 
Pastor Gary and narrated 
by New Testament 
Scholar, Pastor Greg Kaufman. 
 

Feb. 5: How We Got the New 
Testament #4 of 5 Fourth Century 
Developments: From Persecution to 
Patronage 
 

Feb. 12: Pastor Haley Vay and 
Campus Ministry Student 
associates will share plans for 
alternative spring break to 
Albuquerque, NM where they will 

travel March 4-10 to continue 
learning about 
reconciliation and 
reparations, as they have 
been in Bible study and 
through speakers this year, 
and plan to do so in person 
with indigenous people in 

ABQ. They are working on meeting 
with the Asylee program coordinator 
there, as well as the Habitat for 
Humanity group that assists 
indigenous elders. Students will 
discuss their biblical theme from 
Isaiah 58 “Repair the Breach” and 
the ways they hope to apply their 
faith by learning from our neighbors 
in Albuquerque. 
 

Feb. 19: How We Got the New 
Testament 5 of 5 From Lists to a 
Canon: Technology, Time and 
Distance Matter 
 

Feb. 26: Fostering There is a huge 
need for foster parents in our 
community. How 
can we help raise 
awareness and 
support fostering 
efforts? Speakers 
from the Michigan 
Department of Health and Human 
Services will present. 
 

Linda Trevarthen 
 
 

        
        ULC Memorial Library 
 

ULC Library Catalog on ULC Website 
 

Have you ever wondered if the ULC library 
has something that might help you with a 
Bible study? Or planning a devotion? Or 
helping you understand a concept that may 
be new to you? Did you know that you can 
search the ULC Library catalog in the 
comfort of your home? 
 

The Library Team has spent time recently 
updating the Library page on the ULC 
website. To access the library catalog, go to the ULC 
website (ulcel.org) and select “Resources.” In the pull-
down menu you will see “Memorial Library.” Once you 
open the library site you will see a picture of and general 
information about the library. Just under that information 
is a link to the library catalog. It says:  

 

As shown, the catalog can be searched 
three ways – by the author, title and subject 
of the item. Find the entry that interests 
you and then write down the title and call 
number of any materials that might be 
useful. When you come to the library you 
can find the call number indicated and 
hopefully, have the needed information. If 
you are not able to find the book, please 

leave a note with your name and the materials you are 
looking for. A member of the library team can locate the 
information and let you know when it is available.  
 

Searching by subject can be helpful if you do not have a 
particular item in mind. Make note of the call numbers 
and search those areas when you are in the library. You 
should find all the materials available on that subject and 
can look at them at your leisure. 
 

Other information on the library website includes a list 
of new materials and several links to various Christian 
websites. 
 

Please visit the library website and ULC’s Library. 
There is always something new to see. 
 

ULC Library Team

L i b r a r y  C a t a l o g  
To locate items in the ULC Library,  you can 
search the library catalog by title,  subject or 
author.  To find a book, scroll  down until you find 
the title , author or subject you are searching for.  
Then make note of the name of the book/books 
available along with the call number.  

  TITLE  

  SUBJECT    

  AUTHOR   
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Music Notes 
 

Note the February Songs  
Notice as you worship during the month of February, 
African American Heritage month, how songs have been 
chosen to lift up the cultural history and experiences of 
our African American brothers and sisters in Christ. 

 

ULC Choirs - All 
Are Welcome! 
 

Senior Choir 
New Hope Singers 
Children's Choir 
 
For more information, 
please contact me at jnovenskes@gmail.com 
 

Janine Novenske Smith 
Director of Worship and the Arts 

 
 
 
 
 

 
ULC Book Club 
 

The Storied Life of A.J. Fikry 
 

The ULC Book Club will 
meet Thursday, Feb. 16 at 
10 a.m. to discuss The 
Storied Life of A.J. 
Fikry by Gabrielle Zevin. 
Bookstore owner A.J. 
Fikry feels nothing in his 
life is as it should be. A.J. 
copes with this by slowly 
distancing himself from 
everyone around him. 
When a mysterious package arrives 
at his bookstore A.J. Fikry is given a 
chance to make his life over. 

ULC Book Club meets the third 
Thursday of the month at 10 
a.m. We offer three ways to 
participate. You can join us 
in person at ULC in the 
Fireside room, join us via 
Zoom or we can send you a 
recording of the discussion. 
 
Our book selections can be 
found on the book club table 

at Schuler’s Book Store. Purchase a 
copy from this table and receive a 20 
percent discount on the book. 

We would love for you to join us. 
Please reach out to Beth Rahe 
at bwojan1@gmail.com or Mary 
Kotnik at mkotnik@comcast.net so 
we can add you to our email list and 
keep you up to date on the books we 
choose and any changes in meeting 
time or location. 

 

Beth Rahe and Mary Kotnik

 
 

 
February Outreach of the Month 

ELCA Ukraine Relief Fund 
 

The February Outreach of the Month will support the 
people of Ukraine. Every day on the national news we 
learn of the ravages on the country of Ukraine, which has 
been invaded by the Russian army for almost one year.   
 

Destruction, devastation and human suffering are 
everyday occurrences to the Ukrainian people, yet they 
are resolute and brave, We have a moral obligation to 
financially help the people of Ukraine, which is why we 

will be directing the February collection to the ELCA 
Ukraine Relief Fund.  
 

Please designate Ukraine on the memo line of your check 
or PayPal using the Donate button on the ULC website. 
Thank you for being generous to the people of Ukraine.   
 

Michael Anderson  
Stewardship Team 
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Prayers & Squares Chapter 163 
 

Donations and Tithing  
 
In the March edition of Lux, 
we will share the news from 
our National Quilts of Valor 
Sewing Day on Feb. 4. Stay 
tuned for the photos of the 
award ceremony of a Korean 
War Veteran that began our 
day. It is inspiring to be part of 
a national group honoring our 
veterans and service personnel. 
 

Three more sewing machines, 
donated by ULC members, 
were serviced and then given 
to St. Vincent’s Catholic 
Charities for the Afghan refugees 
along with several fleece blankets. 
They are so pleased to be able to sew 
clothes for their families. Nineteen 
children’s quilts were given to the 
Baby Pantry of Trinity Lutheran 
Church in New Era, MI. We continue 
to supply the outreach ministry at 
Redeemer Lutheran Church in 

Lansing with quilts. This month they 
were given sixteen quilts for adults 
and children. Fourteen youth quilts 
were prepared for this coming 
summer’s Royal Kids Family Camp 
for Foster Kids. This will be the 
eighth year we have sent quilts to the 
campers.  
 

As has been our tradition, Prayers 
& Squares has given a tithe of 
$600 from the end of the year 
budget to the Pastor’s 
Discretionary Fund. Our tithe is 
to show our appreciation for the 
use of our beautiful facilities. 
This year’s holiday craft sale 
raised $2,400 which will allow us 
to purchase supplies for the 
prayer quilt ministry. We look 
forward to celebrating our 20th 
Anniversary this coming Fall. 
 

Our regular sewing day is 
Tuesday morning 10 a.m. –  
12:30 p.m. We look forward to 
seeing you! Questions? Please give 
either Bobbie Davis or Ann Booren a 
call or email. 
 

Bobbie Davis 

 

A Snapshot of Kids Hope Activities 
 

For this month’s article we asked our 
mentors to share some of the 
activities they engage in during their 
mentoring hour. Here is a 
sampling of their 
responses. 
 
The most impactful thing 
that happened this year 
for me was when we read a book 
together about stuttering. My student 
stutters and is often quite quiet and 
reluctant to talk and share. We read a 
children’s book written by two 
stutterers of color, describing the 
challenges and feelings that surround 
this disorder. I could visibly see a 
change in my mentee while we were 
reading the book and his face 
literally lit up! I have noted him to be 
more likely to talk and interact since 
then. It was a wonderful moment!  

~ Cindy Ramsey 
 

Almost every time I go, we play 
either Connect 4 or Candyland. In 
December we also made a fun 

Christmas tree craft out 
of construction paper, 
markers and foam 
stickers which he really 
enjoyed. ~ Lori Johnson 
 

My story is simple. I bought a child-
size soccer ball last year when I first 
met my student. We spend about 10 
minutes every session kicking it back 
and forth. It is soft and small enough 
that I don't have to worry about 
breaking anything. While he is 
distracted by playing, we talk about 
his family, friends, favorite things, 
plans for the summer, etc. I have 
found it to be a great interviewing 
tool.      ~ Thom McCurdy 
 
Just before Christmas, I gave my 
student a small basketball backboard/ 

hoop that hangs on top of a door with 
two small basketballs. We had a lot 
of fun together shooting baskets. 

~ Pastor Gary 
 
I began mentoring a first-grade girl 
this fall. For our first hour together, I 
brought a picture story tablet on 
which I had drawn a stick figure of a 
little girl. Underneath the drawing I 
had written out three things I knew 
about my child from the teacher’s 
referral form. It put her at ease to 
have a drawing to work on while we 
talked about what a mentor is and 
how we would spend our time 
together. She shared three more 
things about herself that she wanted 
to add. As it turns out she loves 
drawing and art, so it was the perfect 
way to get acquainted.  ~ Beth Rahe 
 

Compiled by Beth Rahe 
Kids Hope Mentor 

Quilts going to Redeemer Lutheran, Trinity 
Lutheran in New Era, and the Royal Kids Camp. 
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Racial Justice Team 
 

Worship Reflections 
 
Many of us grew up in a church where the 
order of service and the music were 
predictably the same - familiar hymns, 
well-known composers of preludes and 
postludes - an order we could count on. If 
we traveled on vacation, finding a 
Lutheran church meant finding the 
familiar in a different geographic location. 
 

So what’s going on when we encounter 
worship like we experienced on Jan. 15? 
The pre-service gathering music featured “Glory” where 
former music scholarship student Myles Jones sings with 
poet Joe Davis providing a poetic counter point. This is 
far from being traditionally Lutheran! 
 

Then, Kristie’s prelude followed. It was J. S. Bach’s “The 
Old Year Now Hath Passed Away.” Bach, we know 
about. Throughout the worship we sang familiar hymns 
and either sang or listened to less familiar music from the 
African American Tradition. Artwork, too, was not 
traditional. 
 

Children listened to MLK Jr’s vision of a just society and 
Pastor Haley Vay preached on the text highlighting the 

Spirit’s presence with Jesus in the wilderness of the 
real world. 
 

The changes you observe with varying music styles 
and lessons come from our congregation’s intention 
to be an inclusive worshipping community of faith in 
a global world. While we have only occasional 
worshippers from other traditions, they are more apt 
to feel comfortable if they encounter music and 
stories familiar to them. We benefit by broadening 
our understanding of other worship styles and 

practices. In this way we grow together as people of faith. 
 

“Precious Lord, Take My Hand,” sung by the choir on 
Jan. 15, was Martin Luther King, Jr’s favorite hymn - a 
blues inspired song often sung by Mahalia Jackson. He 
had requested it to be sung the night he was assassinated. 
 

In these innovations in our worship, the familiar is not 
eliminated, it becomes part of a more inclusive whole. It 
enriches our understanding of who we are as people of 
faith living in an increasingly diverse world. 
 

Sue Kamens 
ULC Racial Justice Team 

 
Earthkeeping News 
 

Farewell to Food Waste This Lent 
 

During this time of prayer, penance, 
sacrifice and good works, we might 
consider how God is inviting us to 
rethink our food perceptions and 
habits. Consider these facts: 
 

 Overall, about one third of the 
world’s food produced for human 
consumption is thrown away  

 Food waste is the no. 1 material in 
U.S. landfills, accounting for 
24.1% of municipal solid waste, 
equating to 119 billion pounds, 
130 billion meals and costing 
$408 billion annually (average 
American family of four throwing 
out $1,500 worth) 

 In the U.S., organic waste is the 
largest source of methane 
emissions, which is a greenhouse 
gas that has 28-35 times the 
warming power of carbon dioxide 

 Taking into account all the 
resources used to grow food, food 
waste uses up to 21 percent of 
fresh water, 19 percent of 
fertilizers, 18 percent of cropland 
and 21 percent of landfill volume 

 At the retail level, half of all 
produce in the U.S. is thrown 
away because it is too “ugly.” 

 

Possible actions on a personal 
level: 
  

 Take stock of what is in the 
cupboard and refrigerator before 
shopping 

 Prepare a detailed shopping list 

 Find creative ways to use 
leftovers  

 Portion your plate so everything 
is eaten 

 Take restaurant leftovers home 

 Understand date labels, 

 Avoid bargains that enable us to 
buy in quantities that encourage 
waste 

 Compost table scraps and waste 
food (no meat) 

 Encourage local municipalities to 
collect and compost waste food 

 
The season of Lent brings us a 
renewed chance to reflect on our 
relationship to creation and to 
consider the words of Mahatma 
Gandhi “live simply so that others 
can simply live.” 
 

References: www.earth.org, 
www.epa.gov, www.feeding 
america.org 
 

Judy Kindel 
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ULC Council met via Zoom on 
Jan.18. Here are some highlights 
from the discussion: 
 

 We welcomed our new council 
members, Emily Kirkpatrick and 
Larry Cross 

 The treasurer’s report indicates 
the year 2022 ended with a slight 
deficit of almost $3,000. 

 Increased credit card spending 
limit for months when there are 
concentrated costs. 

 Council has recognized the need 
for increased maintenance and 
building improvement costs and 
is requesting more information 
about total anticipated costs in 
the next few years. 

 

Emily Uebel 
ULC Council Secretary  

 

The Greater Church 
 

ELCA introduces Journi 
Just in time for the New Year and new resolutions, the 
ELCA issued this announcement on Dec. 13, 2022: 
 

Chicago — The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA) is pleased to introduce Journi, a web-based tool 
designed to help people discern their call to 
leadership in the ELCA. 
 

Journi.faith is an online tool that connects 
people with programs and ministries from across the 
ELCA. By creating a free account with Journi, a person 
can take the ELCA Spiritual Gifts Personality Quiz, 
which will identify their top five spiritual gifts, and 
receive content recommendations based on those gifts. 
 

“Journi is for anyone who wants to explore how they 
might follow Christ in love and service,” said the Rev. 
Philip Hirsch, executive for ELCA Christian Community 
and Leadership. “For those who feel they are called to 

make the world a better place but don't know 
exactly what they want to do, Journi will help 
them find a next step.” 
 

When you visit www.journi.faith, you can explore areas 
such as Called to Lead, Chaplaincy, Choosing the Right 
Seminary, Connecting Faith & Public Life, Finding Faith 
on Campus, Get a Scholarship: Fund for Leaders, 
Lutheran Outdoor Ministries, Young Adults in Global 
Mission, and Youth Leadership. 
 

Amy Wagenknecht 
 
ULC Archives 
 

The Big and Little Things in Life 
 

In the February 1990 Lux, Pastor 
George Madsen talks about the big 
and little things in life. A message 
that rings true in this new year. 
 

Words and Deeds  
by George Madsen 

 

It is easy for us to be preoccupied with 
the big things of life and to miss the 
little things. It hardly needs saying that 
ULC has many “big things” on its mind – 
the call of a pastor whose primary 
ministry will be to, among, and with our 
youth and their families, selecting a new 
choir director, committees dealing with 
the critical matters of long-range 
planning, vision for mission, 
constitutional revision, welcome, 
disaster relief, evangelism, stewardship, 
education... It is easy to see God’s 

challenge and presence in such “big 
things,” but they often have a way of 
overshadowing the “little 
things,” the countless other 
signs of God’s gracious love. 
 
In recent pastoral contacts, I 
have been struck by many 
examples of “little things” that 
are simple, yet eloquent reminders of 
God’s care of us. A hospitalized member 
astounded by the patience, the 
dedication, the care of total strangers. 
Gifts of food for hungry people. The 
offer of money to help those hit by 
disaster. A newfound delight in the 
beauty of the Psalms. A confirmand 
discovering new responsibility and 
excitement in the task at hand. A 
husband and a wife taking time to say a 
long-overdue kind word. Good humor 

rather than ill-will over another’s 
mistake. In time of trouble, old friends 

come just to sit, just to be there. 
Volunteers. A well-placed “thank 
you.” Someone trying to act in 
the very best interest of another. 
Words of encouragement. 
 
Such little things, little signs of 

God’s gracious love give shape, of 
course, to the big things, the big signs of 
God’s gracious love! The good news is 
that each of us is called and equipped by 
God in Christ to bring just such words 
and deeds, however small, right where 
we live. That is our stewardship, our 
servanthood. Therein we become “signs 
of God’s gracious love” - or, as Luther 
would put it, we become “little Christs.” 
 

Connie Lenkowski
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Birthdays 
 

 2 Anthony Waldron 
 3 Kimberly Ruiz 
 4 Steve Zimmerman 
  David Gift 
  Aaron Brooks 
 5  Eric Bubolz 
  Emily Oswald 
 6  Chelsey Satterlee 
 7 Paula Davis 

 9 Sandy Kotajarvi 
 10 Michelle Protsman 
 11 Erica Dethloff 

 13  Elizabeth Karcher 
 14  Vern Seefeldt 
  Mary Harpstead 
 14 Lanae Williams 
 19  Gail Riegle 
   Norman Jolin, Sr. 
 20 Joseph Green 
 21 Jim Greiter  
 22  Clara Fisher 
 24 Nicole Greiter 
 25  Kylie McPhall 

 27  Madeline Helser 
   Vivian Leung 
 
Anniversaries 
 

 13  Marvin & Marcia  
  Schultz 
  Steve & Linda  
  Zimmerman 
 14 Gary & Miriam  
  Bunge

 

 
Check Out the Online Directory 

 

Uh oh…Are you still using one of ULC’s outdated paper 
directories? If so, you’re missing nearly a third of our 
members! 
 
The Online Directory is 
easy to use and is always 
up to date. 
 

 Load it onto your phone, tablet, and computer and 
members’ photos and contact info are instantly 
available. 

 Update your own contact info any time it changes. 

 Change your family photo whenever you’d like. 

 Add photos for individual family members. 

 From your phone, click a phone number to call. 

 From any device, click an email address to start 
composing. 

 From any device, click an address to bring up a 
map and directions. 

 
If you think it’s too complicated to 
figure out, we think you’ll be 
delighted to find it’s easy as pie. 
 
To get started, contact Mandy 

O’Neil in the ULC office at 517-332-2559. She will send 
you the necessary link and login. 
 
If you have questions about using it on your phone, find 
me at church on Sunday and I’ll be happy to walk you 
through it, one on one. I love this app! It’s super simple 
and terrifically timesaving. 
 

Linda Trevarthen 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The deadline for the March Lux is Monday, Feb. 13.   
 
E-mail articles to Amy Wagenknecht at amylarryw@comcast.net and 
Mandy O’Neil at ulcsec@ulcel.org or place them in the Lux mailbox in 
the ULC office. Articles may be edited for size or readability, but you 
will be contacted if significant changes are made. Keep those 
wonderful photos and articles coming! Thanks!   

 



 
 

Lux  February 2023  Page 11 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 1   Black History Month 
  8:00a Mushers-IHOP, EL  
  9a-4p ULC Office Open 
  9:30a Communications Team-Zoom  
  Noon Lectio Divina Bible Study-Zoom* 
  4:15p Worship Wednesday-Zoom* 
  4:30p Lead Management-Microsoft Teams 
  6:30p Confirmation-Fireside 
 2 9a-4p ULC Office Open 
  7:30p Senior Choir-Sanctuary 
 3 5:00p Fridays@Five 
 4 9:00a National QOV Sewing Day-Fellowship 
  9:00a Council Retreat-Fireside 
 5 10:00a Sunday Worship-Sanctuary/FB 
  11:30a Sunday Forum-Fireside/Zoom  
   (How We Got the New Testament #4) 
  5:00p HS Youth Group-Youth Room 
  5:00p Sunday Funday-Narthex/Sanctuary 
 6 4:00p Tight Knit-Fireside 
 7 9-4p ULC Office Open  
  10:00a Prayers & Squares-Fellowship Hall 
  1:30p Staff Meeting-Zoom  
  2:45p Faith, Writing & Reflection-Zoom* 
  7:30p Basketball Parking (Maryland)   
 8 8:00a Mushers-IHOP, EL  
  9a-4p ULC Office Open 
  Noon Lectio Divina Bible Study-Zoom* 
  4:15p Worship Wednesday-Zoom* 
 9 9a-4p ULC Office Open 
  9:30a Brunch Bunch-IHOP EL 
  7:30p Senior Choir-Sanctuary  
 10    5:00p Fridays@Five 
 12   10:00a Worship-Sanctuary/FB 
  11:30a Sunday Forum-Fireside/Zoom  
   (Campus Ministry-Spring Break Trip) 
  5:00p HS Youth Group-Youth Room 
 13 4:00p Tight Knit-Fireside   
 14 7:30a Tuesday Morning Bible Study-Zoom* 
  9-4p ULC Office Open  
  10:00a Prayers & Squares-Fellowship Hall   
  1:30p  Staff Meeting-Zoom 
  2:45p Faith, Writing & Reflection-Zoom* 
 15 8:00a Mushers-IHOP, EL  
  9a-4p ULC Office Open 
  9:30a Amnos Circle-Fireside 

  Noon Lectio Divina Bible Study -Zoom    
  1:00p Rhodon Circle-Fireside  
`  4:15p Worship Wednesday-Zoom*   
  5:00p Children’s Choir Rehearsal-Sanctuary 
  6:30p Confirmation-Fireside 
  6:30p ULC Council-Zoom* 
  5:30p Basketball Parking (Minn.) 
 16 9a-4p ULC Office Open 
  10:00a Book Club-Fireside    
  7:30p Senior Choir-Sanctuary 
 17 5:00p Fridays@Five 
 19 10:00a Worship-Sanctuary/FB    
  11:30a Sunday Forum  
   (How We Got the New Testament #5) 
  5:00p HS Youth Group-Youth Room 
 20   Presidents’ Day (ULC Office closed)    
  4:00p Tight Knit-Fireside 
 21 7:30a Tuesday Morning Bible Study-Zoom* 
  9-4p ULC Office Open  
  10:00a Prayers & Squares-Fellowship Hall 
  12:30p Lychnion Circle-Fireside  
  1:30p  Staff Meeting-Zoom 
  2:45p Faith, Writing & Reflection-Zoom* 
  7:30p Basketball Parking (Indiana) 
 22  Ash Wednesday  
  8:00a Mushers-IHOP, EL 
  9-4p ULC Office Open 
   Noon Lectio Divina Bible Study-Zoom* 
  7:00p Ash Wednesday Worship-Sanctuary 
 (Worship Expressions: Healing, Inspiration, & Grace) 
 23    9-4p ULC Office Open 
  3:30p Food Movers Distribution-ULC Parking Lot  
  7:30p Senior Choir-Sanctuary 
 24    5:00p Fridays@Five 
 26 10:00a Worship-Sanctuary/Facebook 
  11:30a Sunday Forum (Fostering) 
  5:00p HS Youth Group-Youth Room 
 27 4:00p Tight Knit-Fireside  
 28 7:30a Tuesday Morning Bible Study-Zoom* 
  9-4p ULC Office Open  
  10:00a Prayers & Squares-Fellowship Hall 
  1:30p  Staff Meeting-Zoom 
  2:45p Faith, Writing & Reflection-Zoom* 
  7:00p Families Against Narcotics (FAN)-Fellowship 
  7:00p Pub Theology-Zoom*

 
* Zoom link contacts: Choir - Janine Smith; Tuesday Study - Jim Kiefer; Pub Theology – Pastor Gary; Lectio Divina – 
Mandy O’Neil; Worship Wednesday for Kids – Pastor Haley Vay; Council Meeting – Mandy O’Neil; Sunday Forum – 
Weekly email/Mandy O’Neil; Faith, Writing & Reflection - Carole Ford cfordllp@yahoo.com 
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Gary A. Bunge 
Lead Pastor 
 
Haley Vay Beaman 
Associate Pastor 
 
Janine Novenske Smith 
Director of Worship & the Arts 
 
Mandy O’Neil 
Office Administrator 
 
Gary Carl 
Financial Administrator 
 
Mary Letvenow 
Event Coordinator 
 
Kristie Wiggert 
Organist 
 
John Dale Smith 
Pianist 
 
Louise Paquette 
Director of Handbells 
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