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Mark Your Calendars. . .

Daylight Saving Time Ends
Sunday, Nov. 2

Food Movers
Thursday, Nov. 20
Drive-thru distribution
Beginning at 3:30 p.m.

Campus Ministry
Community Game Night
Friday, Nov. 21 at 5 p.m.
Fellowship Hall

Coffee Connections
Saturday, Nov. 22 at 10 a.m.
Moka & Co., Okemos

Annual
Congregational Meeting
Sunday, Nov. 23 at 11:30 a.m.

Pub Theology
Tuesday, Nov. 25 at 7 p.m.
Harper’s, East Lansing

Ten Years of Food Packing

Nearly 12,000 meals were packed by volunteers from the Islamic Center and ULC.

On Sunday, Sept. 28, nearly one hundred people from both University
Lutheran Church and the Islamic Center gathered to package meals for Kids
Coalition Against Hunger. This year, due to the generous donations of time and
money, we packaged nearly 12,000 meals in just over an hour.

While this is always an incredibly meaningful ministry, this year carried even
more weight behind it: This marked the tenth year that ULC and the Islamic
Center have partnered together to work on this event. Not only that, but our
combined efforts have overseen the packaging of over 100,000 meals during
this time!

As we celebrate a decade of shared service, this milestone reminds us that
when communities of faith come together in compassion and purpose, we can
truly make a lasting impact in the fight against hunger.

Jay Dubois-Jones
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An integrated family journeying faithfully together, inspired by God’s grace,
guided by Christ, and empowered and sustained by the Holy Spirit
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From the Pastor's Pen...

Looking to the Future

November marks a time of giving
thanks for the past year and also
imagining what the next year may
hold. Grace and peace to you as we
lean into this time together.

As we look to the congregational
annual meeting on Nov. 23, we invite
you to read the annual report of the
congregation. This booklet is a
formal record of our ministry
together in 2025 and the financial
status of the church and is available
to all. In it are woven countless
threads of God at work in and
through us all. Thank you to all who
have shown up with grace and
generosity throughout the year!

The annual meeting will include
voting for elections, budget, and
mission/vision statements. As we
discern a vision for the year ahead,
we give thanks for the stirring of the
Holy Spirit and the great potential for
good and beautiful work God invites
us into. How might God be inviting
you to engage in new and deeper

For I know
the plans I have
for you,
declares the LLORD,

plans for welfare
and not for evil,

Jeremiah 29:11

One example of leaning into vision-
casting for the months ahead has
involved hosting Bishop Julie & Pr.
Bryan Schneider-Thomas. On Sept.
29, we gathered at the Shipman
home to engage in conversation
about seminary and the ELCA
candidacy process, and to dream of
how we might create and support a

synod-wide racial justice effort in the

N/W Lower MI Synod. Those in

attendance included several folks
interested in seminary and some
involved in the Racial Justice Team:
Rev. Dr. Jo Ann & Andy Mundy
Mather, Jay & Brandon DuBois-
Jones, Claretta & Daro Freeman, and
Vicki & Pr. Mike Anderson.

We are grateful for the opportunity to
meet with our new Bishop and to talk
about hard, important and influential
things like seminary and racial
justice. We appreciate Bishop Julie's
willingness to meet with us, to hear
us well, to dream together, and to
share food and build relationship
together. We look forward to further
conversation, work, and fellowship
as we live into the broader sense of
church through the N/WLM Synod.
Thank you to all who were able to
attend, share their wisdom, ask good
questions, and build relationship for
the sake of God's work in the world!

Thanks, love, and peace to you all,

Pastor Emily & Pastor Zachariah

ways in 20267

Stewardship Team

ULC = Love in Action

ULC offers a safe community
where God’s love calls us to
action.

LOVE
INACTION
We do much: serve families,
seniors, youth, international
students, the hungry, scholars,
the vulnerable locally and
globally, and more.

We support spiritually uplifting

music, food for the hungry,

struggling people, connections with young people and
children (campus ministries and Kids Hope), and
prayerful progress (Bible Studies and Racial Justice
and Environmental Stewardship Teams).
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We cannot do all these ministries without your
support for what God is calling us to do.

Thank you for your talents, time, and financial
support. You sustain and accelerate our community.
Your commitment is important; this mission cannot be
carried out without you. If you have not already done
so, we invite you to prayerfully pledge your giving
intentions for the 2026 year (Link to electronic pledge
card).

Thank you for the many ways you support our
ministry together!

Nancy Lindman


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf3UKwaNWmK06jN08akxw-3C_U95kUbJ3mSA5sP6rGe_aSu3Q/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf3UKwaNWmK06jN08akxw-3C_U95kUbJ3mSA5sP6rGe_aSu3Q/viewform

C&MMUNITY Campus Ministry News
Jesus and Justice Conference

Bonnie, Annasophia,
and Pastor Zachariah
attended a conference
called “Jesus and
Justice” on Sept. 27 at
First Presbyterian in
Lansing. We learned
about how young
people can be
advocates for justice
and get involved in
various organizations
and programs. It was
put on by the Presby-
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Attendees at the Jesus and Justice Conference in Lansing.

terian Church, USA. It was a long day, 9 am. — 8 p.m.,
but there were wonderful opportunities to learn, meet

people from other
denominations, and
grow in our
understanding of justice
amidst an unjust world.

Thank you for
supporting Campus
Ministry so students can
take advantage of such
opportunities and grow
in their relationship with
God, people, and the
world!

Pastor Zachariah

The ULC Elves

Advent & Christmas Decorating Team

Each year, a faithful crew of ULC
members—known affectionately as
the ULC Elves—transforms our
sanctuary into a festive celebration of
Advent and Christmas.

The ULC Elves are a cheerful group
who come together twice each year
— once to decorate University
Lutheran Church for Advent and
Christmas, and again to take down
the decorations and trees before
Epiphany. We make sure the two
Christmas trees and all decorations
are ready for the First Sunday of
Advent, and that everything is taken
down and stored so that there is no
Christmas tree on the First Sunday of
Epiphany.

Setup: Friday, Nov. 28, 5 p.m.
Take-Down: Friday, Jan. 9, 5 p.m.
All are welcome to join!

The work involves bringing the trees
and decorations down from upstairs
storage, standing and decorating two
12-foot trees, and putting up

\ A4
‘4

garlands, lights, and other festive
touches throughout the sanctuary and
narthex. The elves also handle the
less glamorous side of the work —
sweeping and vacuuming after all the
garlands have gone up, ensuring the
sanctuary is ready for worship. The
take-down is simply the reverse
process.

»

Afterward, we adjourn to Harrison
Roadhouse for fellowship and dining
— a well-earned tradition that marks
the end of each decorating effort. If
you’d like to be on the ULC Elves

mailing list for reminders and
updates, please contact me at
wtmahoney@gmail.com.

A Bit of History

Volunteers have been decorating the
ULC sanctuary since the 1980s. In
the early years, the group used live
Christmas trees, and most of the
“elves” were men.

In 1997, Alice Schinkle donated
funds to purchase an 18-foot
artificial tree, allowing for reuse and
solving allergy concerns. That tree
served faithfully for many years —
even after it fell once and developed
a persistent lean.

Around 2003, the group began
referring to themselves as the ULC
Elves, and for the past eight or nine
years, they have decorated with two
12-foot trees, continuing the joyful
tradition in a slightly more
manageable form.

Will Mahoney
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Stewardship & Council Highlight November

In October, we gathered in the sanctuary for a meaningful
Forum where we presented the proposed mission and

Reckonings, exploring how we can engage in truth-
telling, repair, and healing as part of the sacred work of

Looking ahead, our Forum schedule includes:

Nov. 9 — No Forum (CORE Workshop)
Nov. 16 — Council Q&A before the Annual Meeting

vision statements and shared an update on justice and renewal.
the budget preparation process. A copy of ‘.‘ '

the proposed statements is included on :

page 9 for reference. S Su nday Nov. 2 - TBD

As we plan for the year ahead, it’s clear ‘ Forum

that significant budget changes will be necessary to Nov. 23

ensure long-term fiscal sustainability. The congregation
has been invited to reflect and share feedback on how we,
together, want to move forward. These statements and the
proposed budget will be voted on at the annual meeting
on Nov. 23. For additional comments, please reach out to

me at louiseharder81@gmail.com.

Dec. 14 -
appreciated!)
Dec. 21 & 28

We are also grateful to Erin Frisch and Dr. Jo Ann
Mundy for leading a powerful conversation on Sacred

— No Forum (Annual Meeting)

Nov. 30 — No Forum (Thanksgiving Weekend)

Dec. 7 — Financial Advisor on Tax-Smart Giving (DAFs
& IRA Distributions)

Vision Board Making (magazine donations

— No Forum (Christmas Break)

Louise Montag

~ ULC Memorial Library

Following are descriptions of
additional books recommended by
Pastor Emily that —_—
were added to the
ULC Library. These
and other new books
can be found on the
end table in the
library.

If God Were a

Great Big Bear by Paul Harbridge: If
God Were a Great Big Bear is a
rhythmic meditation on the nature of
God in the world. Through the eyes
of a child, this picture book invites
readers to imagine God creating each
element of nature specifically for the
benefit of the creatures and plants
God lovingly made. (Ages 5-8)

Huck and Loona by Emily Kilgore:
With themes of friendship,
individuality, compromise, and
grace, Huck and Loona equip
children to embrace their uniqueness
and communicate with others for
healthy relationships that help them
grow and thrive. (Ages 3-8)
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Rainbow Allies: The True Story of
Kids Who Stood Against Hate by

on real-life events,
/| Rainbow Allies tells
| the story of how a
Mass. neighborhood

Cari and Lauri--and

Scout--to make them feel welcomed
and loved again after an act of hate.
This book is an inspiring
introduction to allyship for youn
readers and changemakers. :
(Ages 5-8)

See Me, Believe Me: A
Guide to Deepen Allyship
with Congregational
Leaders of Color by
Yolanda Denson-Byers: In See Me,
Believe Me, Rev. Dr. Yolanda
Denson-Byers draws from the
wisdom and experience she has
gained--and the racism she has
endured--as a female, Black, and
queer pastor in the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America
(ELCA). Through storytelling,

Nancy Churnin: Based

rallied together around

their dogs, Twink and

Check Out Our New Books

biblical reflection, and colleague
interviews, Denson-Byers offers an
honest and unflinching look at the
challenges faced by leaders of color
in the predominantly white ELCA.
Her insights and concrete
suggestions for action illustrate how
seeing and believing leaders of color
are essential steps in the journey of
allyship.

The Asylum Seekers: A Chronicle
of Life, Death, and Community at

the Border by Cristina Rathbone: A

remarkable,
decimating work of
reporting by award-
winning journalist and
priest Cristina
Rathbone about

i asylum seekers
trapped at a port of entry to the US:
the trauma they carry, the community
they create, and the faith they
maintain. Rathbone presents human
stories of what happens at the border.

JSEEME, |

Be sure to stop in and look at all that
is available.

The Library Team


mailto:louiseharder81@gmail.com

ﬁ Music Notes

Mark Your Calendars!

Children's Choir

Sunday morning, Nov. 16 - Children's Choir
rehearsal during the sermon time.
Wednesday, Nov. 19 - Children's Choir
rehearsal and dinner at 5:30 p.m.

Sunday, Nov. 23 - Children's Choir sings
during 10 a.m. worship service.

New Hope Singers

Rehearsals: Sunday, Nov. 2 and 9 - after 10 a.m. worship.

New Hope will sing during worship on Sunday, Nov. 16

Advent Special Music
Sunday, Dec. 7 (Advent 2) - 10 a.m. service
Featuring the Senior Choir & Handbell Choir

Worship Expressions, Jazz
Sunday, Dec. 14 (Advent 3) - 10 a.m. worship service

Janine Novenske Smith
Director of Worship & the Arts

ULC Book Club will meet on
Thursday, Nov. 20 at 1:30
p-m. We will discuss How
to Read a Book by
Monica Wood. According
to Goodreads.com this is,
“a charming, deeply
moving novel about
second chances, unlikely
friendships, and the life-changing
power of sharing stories.”

MONIGA WOOD

We depend on email to keep
those wishing to attend informed
of any changes in meeting time or
location as well as the books we
choose for our discussions. If you
would like to join us, please reach

How to Read a Book

We offer three ways to participate.
You can join us in person at ULC
in the Fireside room, join us via
ZOOM or we can send you a
recording of the discussion.

out to Beth Rahe
bwojanl@gmail.com or Mary
Kotnik at mkotnik@comcast.net so
we can add you to our email list.

Looking ahead: Due to hectic
holiday schedules, we do not meet in
December. In January we will
discuss The Lighthouse Keeper'’s
Daughter by Hazel Gaynor.

Mary Kotnik

November Outreach of the Month
Samaritas

Samaritas and University Lutheran
have a long partnership in serving
people as an expression of the Love 8 G
of Christ. Through our “Compassion
in Action” with Samaritas, people go
from struggling to thriving, uplifting those who need it
most with affordable housing, mental health and
addiction programs, refugee resettlement, and child and
family services. The congregation’s financial support
creates “ripples of transformation” felt in families and
communities throughout Michigan, helping serve more
than 38,000 people each year.

Check out these impressive numbers:
e 22205 - People fed, ensuring no one goes hungry in
the Temporary Emergency Food Assistance Program

e 414- Families kept thriving together in

family preservation services

e 2566 - Individuals receiving extended

refugee resettlement services

e 1188 - People in recovery reclaimed their
lives with mental health and addiction services

e 1428 - Neighbors housed, offering stability and a
hand-up in affordable and emergency housing

e 608 -Children in caring homes in foster care

With our congregation’s continued support, these
numbers will grow as Samaritas continues to build
stronger and healthier communities - now and for
generations to come. For more information about
Samaritas or to make a direct donation, please visit,
WWW.samaritas.org.

Kris Callen
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Earthkeeping News

Understanding the ELCA’s Call to Environmental Justice

Vision: God’s Intent for Creation
God created the Earth and called it
good. All of creation —
land, water, air, plants,
animals, and people — is
sacred. We are part of
creation, not separate
from it. Our role is to
serve and preserve, not
dominate.

Crisis: Environmental Breakdown
Human sin has led to environmental

degradation — pollution, climate o
change, and extinction. This crisis role.
reflects a broken relationship with o

creation and demands urgent moral
and faithful response.

Hope: Faithful Restoration

Our hope is rooted in God’s promise
of renewal. Even in crisis,
we trust in restoration. We
are not alone — churches,
communities, and
movements are working
together to care for

' creation.

Justice: Our Call to Act

Faith calls us to act with justice. We
follow four guiding principles:
Participation — Everyone has a

Solidarity — Stand with those
most affected.

e Sufficiency — Live simply so all
may simply live.

e Sustainability — Protect resources
for future generations.

The ELCA commits to worship,
education, advocacy, and community
action.

Call to Action: What You Can Do
Start where you are. Pray. Learn.
Act. Advocate. Join others in caring
for creation — at home, in our
congregation, and in our community.

Brandon DuBois-Jones

When it Hurts to Listen

and Zachariah are very intentional in
asking those worshiping among us to
speak up if they find anything in our
service that is not welcoming. For those
with auditory sensitivity this is a
particularly relevant question.

Each Sunday morning our Pastors Emily o ’

Auditory sensitivity occurs when
individuals experience sensitivity to
certain sounds or frequencies. These
folks can experience everyday sounds as
uncomfortably loud or even painful. The
exact cause of auditory sensitivity is
unknown, but it can be associated with
repeated exposure to loud noises, head injuries, certain
medical conditions including migraines, neurological
disorders, or psychological factors such as anxiety or
stress. These individuals often end up avoiding noisy
environments to minimize the symptoms of auditory
sensitivity which also include difficulty concentrating in
loud situations, irritability or mood swings, and Tinnitus
or ringing in the ears.

Some of us with auditory sensitivity experience these
symptoms during worship at ULC. It may be when the
sound system has a moment of distortion, when the organ
is swelling in volume, or on Sundays when we add
trumpets, tympani or other instruments to our celebration
such as Reformation or Easter. As an individual with a
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Patrick in the Fireside Room.

brain injury who also loves singing in the
choir, I began looking for solutions to
this problem several years ago. My
research of treatment options pointed to
earplugs or noise cancelling headphones,
medications to manage the underlying
condition when possible, and lifestyle
modifications such as avoiding loud
environments. Noise-cancelling
headphones have helped me cope, as has
leaving the sanctuary when the organ is

playing.

Circling back to ensuring a welcome to
all who come to ULC for worship, the
Accessibility Team has worked to provide options for
those with auditory sensitivity. We have made noise
cancelling headphones available on the carts positioned
by the doors to the sanctuary. Thanks to our team
member Patrick Milligan, the Fireside Room has been set
up with a live stream of our service for those needing a
break from sounds (or lighting) in the sanctuary. The
announcements sent out via email each week include a
link to a PDF of the bulletin which lets congregants know
if the upcoming Sunday has music led by organ or piano.
If there is more we can do please let us know. We want to
be sure everyone feels welcome to fully participate in our
faith community.

Beth Rahe, ULC Accessibility Team Member



£

Lo

Prayers & Squares Chapter 163

Saturday, Sept. 27 was a fun day! Twenty-seven people
attended our Fall workshop, including many ULC
members, friends, and family from two Catholic
churches, four Methodist churches and two other
Lutheran churches. Everyone went home with a table-
topper made with fabric that was donated. Thank you
especially to Vera and Paulette, our very special lunch
ladies!

A Christmas Tote Bag workshop is being planned for
Saturday, Nov. 22. This fun project will include seasonal
donated fabric that we cannot use for prayer quilts. Lunch
will be provided. Look for a sign-up sheet in the Narthex
coming soon for this fun day.

We awarded Quilts of Valor to more members of the
Michigan Association of Vietnam Helicopter Pilots on
Oct. 14 during one of our regular sewing days. If you
have a family member or friend that you would like to
nominate for a Quilt of Valor, please contact Ann or
Bobbie.

Vietnam helicopter pilots honored with Quilts of Valor.

Fun Fall Activities

When we make quilts, we create scraps. This Fall those
bits and pieces were turned into 15 beds for dogs and
cats at the Ingham County Animal Shelter.

We have some great things available for our next craft
sale. Please plan on bringing your Christmas list and
check out the sale tables the first two Sundays in
December. The purchase of these items made from the
scraps created when making prayer quilts, allows us to
buy necessary supplies, refurbish sewing machines for
the refugees, and pay shipping costs when sending quilts
to people not in the Lansing area.

A dedicated group continues to meet each Tuesday
morning in the Fellowship Hall from 10 a.m. until

12:30 p.m. to make prayer quilts as well as bed-size quilts
for the refugees.

If you know someone who needs our prayers with a
quilt, please contact Ann Booren (boorena@msu.edu),
Bobbie Davis (bobbieanndavis80@gmail.com) or one of
the pastors.

Bobbie Davis
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Letter text: Dear Prayers & Squares group, My
name is Nolan McCarthy and I received a
Beautiful! Quilt from your group following the
shooting at Annunciation Church. It was a sad
day for so many people at our school. Thank
you for all of the prayers and thinking of me. I
love the quilt so Much. I hope to take it to
school soon and have my friends tie knots
with prayers. Thank you for your kindness.
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Racial Justice Team

What is Sacred Reckonings — and Why It Matters

Sacred Reckonings is a faith-based
process that helps congregations and
communities confront the truths of
racial harm and take faithful steps
toward repair. Rooted in Christian
practice and spiritual
reflection, it invites us to
face painful histories not
to dwell in guilt, but to
move toward healing,
justice, and restored
relationship. As
followers of Christ, what
does it mean for us to
take part in healing the
harms of racism and inequality?

Through storytelling, prayer, and
dialogue, Sacred Reckonings helps
participants explore five
interconnected dimensions of

reparation: Truth Telling, Spiritual
Practice, Relationship, Political
Solidarity, and Wealth Return. Each
dimension calls us deeper into the
work of repentance and renewal,
reminding us that the
path of discipleship
includes repairing
what has been broken
— within ourselves,
our institutions, and
our communities.
Where do you see
brokenness in our
community that calls
for truth-telling and repair? What
spiritual practices help you stay
grounded when facing hard truths?

This process is not a one-time event,
but an ongoing journey of faith —

one that asks us to listen, learn, and
act in ways that reflect God’s vision
of beloved community. How do we
hold both lament and hope as we
work toward justice and
reconciliation? What might “beloved
community” look like here, among
us, if we fully lived into it?

If you’d like to learn more about
Sacred Reckonings you can check
out this website:
www.sacredreckonings.com. For
more information or to share ideas
about how our congregation is
engaging in this work, please contact
or consider joining the Racial Justice
Team.

Erin Frisch

The Beauty of Kids Hope

“Where have you BEEN??” When I heard those words, I
knew after over two years with my mentee how much she
looked forward to our weekly hour together. She had no
concept of time, place, or distance, but knew that I was
supposed to be there EVERY Monday. She was assigned
to me over four years ago, after

repeating st grade.

KIDS
She was recommended to the Kids HOP
Hope program by teachers and the USA

principal at Forest View Elementary

because she was very timid, afraid to speak up in class.
She spoke so quietly that it was hard to determine if it
was due to a language barrier (English was not spoken in
her home) or something else. She was struggling
academically. She had trouble connecting with her
teachers and classmates. Her parents gave permission for
me to meet with her. One hour, one day per week does
not seem like much to help a young child. But that one
hour of consistent, one-on-one connection can be the
anchor in the storm that helps ground a child.

By the end of my first year with her, her teacher privately
told me that she was starting to speak up in class and at
times was actually “sassy”, which the teacher thought
was great progress! As I look back over my past 4 years
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with her, I remember times of frustration with lack of
progress at times—difficulty with academic progress, her
wariness sharing with me, books gifted that are thrown
away at home. And then I remind myself what this young
child has already been through in the four years [ have
known her. Housing insecurity with three moves (four if
you count the hotel stay for her Dad and three kids in one
room where it was too loud to sleep, so falling asleep in
school during the day) in four years.

One move in the middle of the night when gun shots were
heard in an adjacent apartment-taking only what would fit
in the car. Her Mom moving “far, far away” over two
years ago, with promises of returning, and yet still gone
today. The child hearing recent discussions among the
adults in the home of fear about Mom being undocu-
mented.

Transportation insecurity causing issues with her Dad
getting to his 12 hour/day job. Food insecurity. Me
reaching out to see if Food Movers food would be
helpful, which was readily accepted. Each month
confirming that they would like a delivery. Me
experiencing the joy of the kids when grapes were
included in the boxes-half of which were eaten before
reaching the door.

Continued on page 11.
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From the President

Planning for the Future

Council met on Tuesday, Oct. 21. We were joined by
Pastor Zach who kindly volunteered to take notes as our
secretary was on work travel. We approved 13
prospective new members and are awaiting forms from
two others so that they can be approved. It is encouraging
that we continue to have steady growth in membership.

Members in Ministry presented the ballot for the
congregational meeting on Sunday, Nov. 23; please make
plans to be there for this important time in the life of our
congregation. We will be voting on the Vision/Mission
Statements, a budget for 2026, and a roster of leaders for
Council and other roles within the church.

Much of our time was spent on reviewing the budget for
2026. As in past years we are running a deficit for 2025
as this is written; however, in recent years giving through
the end of the year has resulted in a balanced or surplus
budget by the end of the year. The proposed budget for
2026 will likely also be a deficit budget, although a
smaller deficit than in past years. ULC Treasurer Louise
Montag, the finance committee, and council are working
hard to get us to a proposed balanced budget by the 2027
fiscal year.

Trunk or
Treat

2025

Please prayerfully consider your role in making ULC a
place where all are welcome, our time, talents, and
resources are freely given, and we support and love each
other as Christ would want us to.

Draft Vision and Mission Statements

Vision Statement
An intentionally inclusive community trusting in God’s
grace, living and loving like Jesus.

Mission Statement
As a campus and community ministry, we follow Jesus with
courage and love by:

® Building caring relationships through presence, connection,
and compassion;

® Engaging hearts, bodies, and minds in worship, service,
and study;

® Encouraging ministry and witness in our daily lives; and

® Pursuing justice throughout all creation.

October Worship Attendance
10/5: 173, 30 online
10/12: 122, 41 online
10/19: 117, 38 online
10/26: 160, 20 online.

Mike Sweat, Council President




ULC Leadership Opportunities

There are many leadership and volunteer opportunities at
ULC. Part of the MiM Team’s role is to help match
people’s gifts with open leadership roles.

We do this through prayerful

o ?Q -y kol“
discernment and conversations with ’WW% n

o Hore

potential leaders. We have found a
candidate for each of the following
elected positions that start in January, but
additional nominations are welcome:

Endowment Committee Member (3-year term, 1 open
position) - Manage endowment funds and evaluate grant
requests to distribute available funds each year

Endowment Committee Student Member (1-year term,
1 open position) - Manage endowment funds and evaluate
grant requests to distribute available funds each year

Finance Committee Member (2-year term, 2 open
positions) - Develop ULC’s annual budget and oversee
the financial operations of the congregation

ULC Council Member at-large (2-year term, 2 open
positions) — Guide, lead, and set bigger picture direction
for the congregation

ULC Council Student Member (1-year term, 1 open
position) — Help guide, lead, and set bigger picture
direction for the congregation

Members in Ministry Member (2-year term, 2 open
positions) — Encourage and help members connect with
ministries to serve

Council President — (3-year term, 1 position) - Offer
leadership on church council in three one-year roles:
President Elect, President, and then Past-President.

ULC Council Treasurer (2-year term, 1 position) —
Responsible for leading the Finance Team, overseeing the
financial processes of the church together
with the Financial Administrator, and
serving on the Council.

For elected ULC positions (all of the
above), MiM works to identify and
nominate people who are a good match for
these positions and who are willing to serve. The
election to approve candidates for these positions is held
at ULC’s Annual Meeting, Nov. 23, after the Sunday
service. Individuals may complete a nomination form in
the office or on the ULC website.

There are also many other ministry opportunities --
outreach, music, quilting, cooking, Bible study, tech
team, sound tech, home communion ministry, ushering,
reading in worship, knitting, audit team, interior design,
gardening, facilities, welcoming, ministering campus and
youth groups, mentoring, baking, coffee hour, office
volunteering, photography, and more.

If you would like help discerning your call to serve,
please reach out to the Members in Ministry team by an
email to Jeff Guilfoyle at jpgmich@comecast.net or to
Mandy in the ULC Office at ulcsec(@ulcel.org. Pastor
Emily and Pastor Zachariah are also happy to meet and
help guide your discernment.

Members in Ministry Team:
Connie Lenkowski, Pastor Emily Shipman,
Kris Callen, Jeff Guilfoyle, and Clarke Anderson

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your
good works and glorify God in heaven (Matt 5:16).

Hats for the Winter

S £ / SRR
Louise and Debbie distribute hats made by Tight Knit
members to Food Mover recipients.
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Dinner for 8 Returns!

‘ W4
Our first "Dinner for Eight", held Sunday, Oct. 4, was a
success. Lots of good food and friendly conversation
enjoyed. D48 will return after the holidays. Look for more
information about hosting or attending.
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The Greater Church

Young Adults in Global Mission

Young Adults in
Global Mission
(YAGM) is a one-
year, international
service-learning and
faith-formation
opportunity in
churches and social
service ministries for young adults,
ages 21-35.

Young adults serve alongside
Lutheran companion church bodies
and organizations in one of four
country programs around the world;
being shaped by the witness of our
global neighbors in a cross-cultural
journey of faith. Current country

programs are projected to be faith.

)

&,
L

2
gL

Areas of service include,
but are not limited to, .
health and human rights, .
congregational ministry, education,
environmental justice, and
professional support &
communications. All site placements
provide opportunities for young
adults to confront issues of wealth
and poverty, racial privilege, gender
privilege, economic disparity, and
globalization, all through the lens of

Argentina, Uruguay,
Central Europe, Mexico,
Senegal, the United
Kingdom, and
Cambodia.

YAGM Info Sessions

Interested in learning more about a

year of international

accompaniment? Join us for one of

our upcoming YAGM Info Sessions!
e Wed, Nov 19 - 11a.m. CST

Mon, Jan 12 - 5:30 p.m. CST
Fri, Jan 30 — 12 p.m. CST

Info Session Registration

Our applications are now open for
both the 2026-2027 program year &
the 2027-2028 program year.

For more information on the Young
Adults in Global Mission program,
please visit www.elca.org/yagm.

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
God's work. Our hands.

Kids Hope continued from page 8

Reasons for a family to be distrustful. And yet still
allowing an “outsider” to bond with their child. And over
time allowing her to meet with me weekly throughout the
summers at public libraries.

I realized the importance to her of our relationship last
year when her behavior was suddenly completely
changed for our full hour. She brought up many issues
such as all trees dying in the world so we would no
longer be able to breathe, not knowing where people go
when they die, how babies can breathe inside their
mothers. Kids Hope is not a religious program, and I did
not know what her family’s beliefs were about death. 1
found out on leaving the school that day that one of her
grandmothers had died, and her family had driven hours
away for the funeral, and missed a lot of school the week
before.

She had told me that day that she was afraid of dying, and
was afraid [ would die “because I am old”. Navigating
the cultural differences as respectfully as possible, |
reached out to her Dad to let him know the depths of her
concern. She did have a talk with her Dad after that, and
the next week told me about heaven. We had many
discussions about heaven after that. She became
comfortable over time knowing she would see her
Grandma, and later two guinea pigs that died, and “give

them a hug as soon as she got there” when she is very,
very old. She subsequently talked about those guinea pigs
in heaven several weeks in a row, and she was no longer
afraid.

For me, Kids Hope has been as much a gift to me as to
her. It has brought great joy to see her put together her
first puzzle, play a board game, see corn growing on a
stalk in a field. And to see her interact with her
classmates as they walk by in the hall. I have witnessed
the kindness of others such as watching a postal worker
waiting very patiently for an adult in the home to
interpret for him for her Grandma.

Her Grandma, always emotionless and unable to
communicate, giving me homemade egg rolls as she
smiled, one day after a summer session. And her
Grandma learning to say “hello” and “thank you” in
English. Smiles when I brought her granddaughter’s
favorite book, written in their native language as well as
English.

In our outcomes-based, fast-paced world, I have
definitely been able to see God at work in our slowly
developing, always evolving relationship. That is the
beauty of Kids Hope for me.

Mary Werkman
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ULC People

Please Welcome ULC’s Newest Members!

The Binegar
Family
(Pronounced like
“vinegar” with a
B): Michael,
Stephanie,
Mikaela, Nathaniel
Michael: I grew up
~ - in Eaton Rapids
and have always loved exploring how things work —
whether through photography or tinkering with
servers. | work at MSHDA in Technical Support
Services as an Integration Specialist. My greatest joy
comes from time spent with my family and our dogs. |
came to ULC in search of a new church home and have
been grateful to find a place of welcome and faith.

Stephanie: I grew up in Fowlerville and now work at
Accident Fund as a trainer. I love spending my free
time crocheting, drawing, painting, and crafting—
anything that lets me be creative. My greatest joy
comes from my family and our dogs, who keep life full
of laughter. My husband’s search for a new church
home and a desire for a new church community
brought me to ULC.

Abby Callen

I grew up in Springfield, MO.
I love yoga, my cats, coffee,
traveling, being with my
boyfriend, learning, making
new friends, eating food,

| animals, watching movies/tv

§ shows, being with family,

e listening to music, and being
outdoors. I am currently doing my internship for my
MSW program at Child and Family Charities. I find
joy when I am with my cats, being with my boyfriend
when I am stressed or overwhelmed with something, or
in a favorite song that I can repeat over and over again.
My parents Bruce and Kris Callen are members here.

Uriah Clise, son Liam

I grew up not far from here in
Eaton Rapids, first attending
Faith in Christ Lutheran Church
in Eaton Rapids and then
Messiah Lutheran Church in
Holt. I've worked in various
supply chain continuous
improvement roles over the
years and as an adjunct professor of operations and
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supply chain. I spend my free time with my son, Liam,
engaging in a revolving door of hobbies, and napping.
We found ULC on YouTube and my son really wanted
to start attending church in person.

. Don and Karen Kvorka
(pronounced ka VOR ka)
+. Don: I was born and raised
in the city of Chicago.
Baptized into a Slovak
Evangelical Lutheran
church (whose synod
merged into the LCMS)
shortly after birth.
Attended Lutheran
elementary and high schools in Chicago. I graduated
from Valparaiso University in 1976 and have been a
member of several LCMS churches throughout several
states until now. I have two adult daughters, three
adult stepdaughters and a total of five grandchildren.
My wife Karen and I were married in 2008.

I worked in a number of accounting, financial and
management positions at numerous companies
throughout my work career until I retired at the end of
2018. My career was very fulfilling and allowed me to
travel throughout the U.S. and around the world and
engage with people from different cultures and walks
of life, as well as develop my professional skills. I
currently work on a limited basis as a Standardized
Patient at MSU, more as a hobby and to give back to
the medical community. I enjoy watching sports, being
involved in various community and political activities,
going to Horrocks (of course), and most importantly
spending time with our mixed family that is spread
throughout the country.

Karen and I came to ULC during a search for a new
church home. While attending as a guest we found the
members and both pastors very inviting and
welcoming, with activities seemingly happening all the
time. The messages/sermons spoke to us, and we
appreciated how they related to today's events and how
we as individuals need to respond accordingly as
Christians. And we especially enjoy the inclusiveness
that ULC promotes.

Karen: I grew up in St. Clair Shores, Michigan. I have
one brother. I attended Northern Michigan University
in Marquette and got my bachelor's degree in Speech
& Language Pathology with a minor in Elementary

Continued on page 13.



New Members continued from page 12.

Education. I obtained my master's degree at Michigan
State University in Curriculum and Instruction. I
retired from teaching in 2012 after 38 years: eight of
the 38 years as a Speech Pathologist and 30 years as a
kindergarten teacher in Portland, Mich. I absolutely
had a wonderful career! I love the outdoors, dancing,
spending time with friends and family, and reading. I
was drawn to ULC seeking to find a church that was
inclusive, welcoming and truly accepting of all.

B. Jo Ann Mundy and Andy
MundyMather

Jo Ann: I was born in

2 Philadelphia PA and raised
in New Jersey. My interests
are music, guitar, and
building a loving and truth
telling church. I’ve worked
for ERACCE (Eliminating
Racism And Creating/
Celebrating Equity) for 20 years, serving as organizer,
co-Coordinator, co-Executive Director, and now as
J.E.D.I. Elder Consultant. Children, music/ guitars, and
making a difference in people’s lives bring me joy.

The mission of ULC is the dream of beloved
community I hope to build together with you.

Andy: I am pleased to be a new member at ULC. A
singer/songwriter and harmonica player, [ have
recently retired from a career as a technical writer. |
returned to the Lansing area where I grew up.

Mary Toll

I was raised in Flushing, Sterling Heights/Utica, and
graduated in Clarkston (Michigan) in 1979. My
interests include anything creative, music, and being a
blessing to others. Being a homemaker is what I think I

was meant for. I enjoy creating a
peaceful/cozy place. I’'m an “Old
Soul” as they say. Yesteryears

| were wonderful times to relive.
1930’s -50 draw my attention.

My background work varied.
Clerical, Office Cleaning,
Nursing Assistant, and [ became a
Machine Operator in the GM
Pontiac Foundry for two years until it closed 1985-
1987. I attended two years in Nursing School in the
90’s in Flint but I found that my disabilities (unknown
then) were not going to mesh in the field of being a
Nurse.

My joy is my husband, also cuddly animals (ie
dogs/cats). I LOVE visiting horses, cows and farm
animals. I find so much joy in the Smoky Mountains
and Gulf Shores, Alabama. We spent winters there
after my husband’s (Mike) retirement in 2006. Being
nurturing and loving to others who have experienced
trauma as I have. I’'m Neurodivergent.

While recently learning the difference between
Missouri and ELCA churches I found ULC and
watched the service where you kicked off Fall with
Bluegrass music and a wonderful event I didn’t get to
attend. I felt a strong pull from God to attend. I have
the same beliefs, and I knew it would be home. I hope
to use my gifts and earlier struggles to be a blessing to
others and love one another. Not having family is
challenging. My church life has been sparse and not
real familiar with Lutheranism and please bear with me
as [ will need understanding and patience. My Neuro
disabilities cause me to be slower while taking baby
steps finding my way in service. God Bless you all.

Baptisms

George Masnyj was baptized on Oct. 5 with
his parents, Mike and Melissa and
godparents/sponsors are Andrew Masnyj
and Anna Zielinski.

- "
Doves were flown during
worship by George's
Uncle Kevin.

i e, o

Jaylyn was baptized during worship on
Sunday, Oct. 26.
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Gail Hagbom
John V’Soske
Arthur Masnyj
Beth Holden

Tan Williams
Mike Lenkowski
Andrew Earle
Connor Hagman

DN W O —
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Celebratlons

Debra Gift
Samuel Schikorra
15 Tali Hylen

19 Barbara Cox
Gertraud Fleischer
Dale Romsos

19 Gertraud Fleischer

20 Carrie Saindon
Chris Cuyar

21 Vicki Anderson
Sandra Brooks

25 Bill Trevarthen

26 Suec Kamens
Dawn Newton

27 Diane Appel

28 Brock Gallagher
Lou Ann Miller
Miriam Minshall
Bonnie V’Soske

10 Miriam Bunge Kimberly Kravetz 23 Ethan Dawson- 29 Kay Fritz
11 Joy Oslund 16 Brooke Bubolz Baglien Elspeth Muzzin
Elizabeth Viele Jim Lorenz Allison Mutka 30 Claire Ward
12 Edward Brown 17 Camille Prince 24 Michael Christian ) )
Morgan Fisher Aurora Uebel Jerry Becker *No Nov. anniversaries
ULC Archives
Why People Choose a Church
Why People Choose a . 18% joined because of

Church” was in the Nov. 1978
issue of Lux. The article
shared a survey about factors
that influence choosing a
church home. The article
follows.

A survey taken in a suburban
area of Houston told the
following story as to what
motivated people to choose a
particular congregation for
their membership.

o 20% were influenced by

people in the congregation

whom they respected

Christmas Eve 2024.

e 2% joined because of prior denomination

affiliation
o 8% liked the architectural

o 3% joined because they liked the person in the pulpit

beauty of the building

the convenience of location

. 35% JOINED
BECAUSE THEIR FRIENDS
AND NEIGHBORS INVITED
THEM.

When was the last time you
invited someone to go to
church? (From American
Lutheran Church Women
(ALCW) Educational
Resources for 1978.)

1 was not able to find an
“updated” survey but did find

some interesting comments online. Currently, the most
important factors seem to be the pastors, leaders, Bible
based sermons, and being welcomed into the

community.

Connie Lenkowski

Newslett

SUBMISSIONS

er|

The deadline for the December/January Lux is Friday, Nov. 14.

E-mail articles to Amy Wagenknecht at amylarryw@comcast.net and

Mandy O'Neil at ulcsec@ulcel.org or place them in the Lux mailbox in
the ULC office. Articles may be edited for size or readability, but you
will be contacted if significant changes are made. Keep those
wonderful photos and articles coming! Thanks!
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1 10:45a Saturday Morning Bible Study-Library TBA MSU Football Parking (Penn St)
2 Daylight Saving Time Ends 16 10:00a Sunday Worship-Sanctuary/YouTube Stream
10:00a Sunday Worship-Sanctuary/YouTube stream 11:30a Sunday Funday-Fellowship
5:00p HS Youth Group @ ULC-Youth Room 5:00p HS Youth Group-Faith, Okemos
3 4:00p Tight Knit-Fireside 17 4:00p Tight Knit-Fireside
5:30p Basketball Parking (Colgate) 6:00p Handbell Rehearsal-Sanctuary
6:00p Handbell Rehearsal-Sanctuary 18 7:30a Tuesday Morning Bible Study-Zoom*
6:30p Racial Justice Team-Zoom 10:00a Prayers & Squares-Fellowship
4 7:30a Tuesday Morning Bible Study-Zoom* 12:30p Lychnion Circle-Fireside
10:00a Prayers & Squares-Fellowship Hall 1:00p Staff Meeting
1:00p Staff Meeting 2:45p Faith, Writing & Reflection-Zoom*
2:45p Faith, Writing & Reflection-Zoom* 6:30p ULC Council-Conference/Zoom
7:00p Young Adults Group-Moka & Co. 7:00p Young Adults Group-Moka & Co.
5 9:30a Lux/Communications Team-Conference 19 9:30a Amnos-Burcham Hills
Noon Lectio Divina Bible Study-Zoom* Noon Lectio Divina Bible Study-Zoom
4:30p Lead Management Team-Zoom 1:00p Rhodon-Conference Room
7:00p CM Worship at Wells Hall-Room A132 7:00p CM Worship at Wells Hall-Room A132
6 8:00a Mushers-IHOP, EL 20 8:00a Mushers-IHOP, EL
7:00p Sr. Choir Rehearsal-Sanctuary 1:30p ULC Book Club-Fireside
7 5:00p Fridays@Five Campus Ministry 3:30p Food Movers Distribution-Drive thru
6:00p CORE Workshop-Fellowship 7:00p Sr. Choir Rehearsal-Sanctuary
8 9:00a CORE Workshop-Fellowship 21 5:00p Fridays@5 CM Community Game Night-
10:45a Saturday Morning Bible Study-EL Library Fellowship
5:30p MSU Basketball Parking (Arkansas) 5:00p MSU Basketball Parking (Detroit Mercy)
9 10:00a Sunday Worship-Sanctuary/YouTube stream 22 10:00a P &S Christmas Quilting Workshop-Fellowship
12:30p CORE Workshop-Fellowship 10:00a Coffee Connections-Moka & Co.
10 4:00 Tight Knit-Fireside 10:45a Saturday Morning Bible Study-Library
6:00p Handbell Rehearsal-Sanctuary 2:00p Caregivers Group-Fireside
11 7:30a Tuesday Morning Bible Study-Zoom* 7:30p Ten Pound Fiddle Concert-Sanctuary
10:00a Prayers & Squares-Fellowship Hall 23 10:00a Sunday Worship-Sanctuary/YouTube stream
1:00p Staff Meeting 11:30a Annual Congregational Meeting
1:00p ULC Bridge Group-Fireside 2:00p Confirmation
2:45p Faith, Writing & Reflection-Zoom* 24 4:00p Tight Knit-Fireside
6:30p Racial Justice Caucus-Zoom 6:00p Handbell Rehearsal-Sanctuary
7:00p Young Adults Group-Moka & Co., EL 7:00p Interfaith Fall Gathering-Presbyterian, Okemos
12 Noon Lectio Divina Bible Study-Zoom 25 7:30a Tuesday Morning Bible Study-Zoom*
6:00p Finance Committee-Zoom 10:00a Prayers & Squares-Fellowship
7:00p CM Worship at Wells Hall-Room A132 1:00p Staff Meeting
13 8:00a Mushers-IHOP, EL 2:45p Faith, Writing & Reflection-Zoom*
9:30a Brunch Bunch-IHOP, EL 7:00p Pub Theology-Harper's, East Lansing
5:00p MSU Basketball Parking (San Jose St) 7:00p Face Addiction Now (FAN)-Fellowship
7:00p Sr. Choir Rehearsal-Sanctuary 26 Noon Lectio Divina Bible Study-Zoom
14 5:00p Fridays@Five Campus Ministry 27 Thanksgiving Day
15 10:45a Saturday AM Bible Study-ULC Library 30 10:00a Sunday Worship-Sanctuary/YouTube stream

Remember to set back your clocks one hour on
Sunday, Nov. 2. ..

B

Or you'll be really early to church!

( ULC Office Hours Reminder: Please let the office know *Zoom link contacts: Lectio Divina — Bill
- when ULC meetings and events are Trevarthen; Faith, Writing & Reflection,
Tuesday - Thursday heduled ‘fgh 're h . Carole Ford cfordllp@yahoo.com; Tuesday
9a.m.to4p.m. SC. eduled, even if t (‘ey re happening study, larry. wagenknecht@gmail.com; Pub
Closed Monday & Friday virtually. We would like to keep the Theology, Jay Dubois-Jones
\ calendar current. Thanks! jaytopham@gmail.com
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Change service requested

Emily Shipman
Lead Pastor

Zachariah Shipman
Associate Pastor

Janine Novenske Smith
Director of Worship & the Arts

DEC 7 Special Advesit Music

Mandy O’Neil

Office Administrator ‘ ‘

Gary Carl DEC 14 Worship Expr$s|ons, 82z )
Financial Administrator C 1'7 Blue Christrﬁas \“‘ é =
Mary Letvenow S Y

Event Coordinator

DE% Canglelight g\i\\%

DEC 25 Christmas @}/ S

No 'vice
John Dale Smith ]

Pianist

Kristie Wiggert
Organist

Louise Paquette
Director of Handbells
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