® L UX

October 2025

The newsletter of University Lutheran Church and One Community Lutheran Campus Ministry at Michigan State University

Mark Your Calendars. . .

Dinner and a Movie
Friday, Oct. 3
Dinner at 5:30 p.m.
Movie at 6 p.m.
Fellowship Hall

Food Movers
Thursday, Oct. 23
Drive-thru distribution
Beginning at 3:30 p.m.

Campus Ministry
Community Game Night
Friday, Oct. 24 at 5 p.m.
Fellowship Hall

Coffee Connections
Saturday, Oct. 25 at 10 a.m.
Moka & Co., Okemos

Pub Theology
Tuesday, Oct. 28 at 7 p.m.
Harry’s Place

Tight Knit Celebrates 10 Years

"Knitting is a transformative
and intriguing act that can
change the life and brain of
the person doing it, and that
knitting is a perfect metaphor
for life and insight into some
better ways through it" —
Stephanie Pearl-McPhee.

In 2015 a small group of
ULC yarn artists began to
meet weekly for fellow-
ship and to create a variety
of knitted and crocheted items. This was the start of Tight Knit. Over the last
10 years strong bonds of friendship have developed over skeins of yarn.
During that time, they welcomed new members and said goodbye to others.
Novice knitters get hints from more experienced knitters.

Some of the Tight Knit participants in 2017.

At their Monday meetings they work on their projects and share an evening
meal. The output is amazing. The items are blessed during a Sunday worship
service and then distributed to many places. Over the last ten years, they have
created thousands of knitted and crocheted hats for an annual distribution
during the October Food Movers. They have created prayer shawls and
Continued on page 7.
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An integrated family journeying faithfully together, inspired by God’s grace,
guided by Christ, and empowered and sustained by the Holy Spirit
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From the Pastor's Pen...

Being Stewards of God’s Gifts

We are created in the image of a
generous God who bestows
abundance upon creation. You -
and your capacity for love and
forgiveness and wisdom and
justice and community - are
evidence of God's generosity.
Just as "we love because God
first loved us" (1 John 4:19) we are
also called to give generously
because God first did so - and
continues to do so!

To be a "steward" is to be one who
cares for another person's property,
money, or business. In the church,
"stewardship" is about tending to
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what we do with what God has
entrusted to us: our lives, our money,
our talents, our bodies, our
time - indeed all that we are
and have. All these are first
gifts from God.

God asks us to steward
these resources in ways that love
God, love other people, and love
ourselves. God's desire is for God's
generosity to extend through you
toward others. 1 Peter 4:10 reads,
"Each of you should use whatever
gift you have received to serve
others, as faithful stewards of God’s
grace in its various forms." We are

called to be stewards of God's own
grace, freely offering and sharing it
with others in all its various forms:
friendship, forgiveness, money, time,
skill, labor, wisdom, etc.

As ULC focuses on the topic of
stewardship from Sept. 21-Oct. 26,
our hope is to lean into who God
calls us to be as stewards, in all the
many and various ways God has
abundantly graced us. May God's
grace abound as we steward God's
gifts!

Pastor Emily and Pastor Zachariah

Stewardship Team

Celebrating Love in Action

In October we invite you to join us in
celebrating “love in action” stories as you
consider your 2026 estimated pledge in
support of ULC. Together, we’ll reflect on the
abundance of God’s love and explore how we
are called to respond. Thank you for
submitting your pledge card online at the
ULC website or placing it in the offering plate
any Sunday in October.

W

Throughout the month you’ll hear how God’s love for us
overflows through various ministries which give
opportunities to love others. For example, Vicki
Anderson shared this story on Tight Knit:

“Our big events are prayer shawl blessings, hat
distributions in association with Food Movers--we reach
the most people that week. Here's something that's
characteristic of what we do: we’ve had international
people that join our group (through advertising it at
Friendship House). Recently, we were joined by a woman
from Tiirkiye who teaches at MSU. She arrived a month
ago and wanted to improve yarn skills. When asked if she
knew other Turkish folks at MSU, she said she didn't. 1
then remembered Demet, a Turkish woman who had been
part of the group 10 years ago while working on a PhD in
physics. She had moved back to the US and was working
at MSU and had emailed earlier about returning to Tight
Knit. We were telling our new guest about Demet and
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turned around and Demet was standing there! She
had a picture from 10 years ago when her
daughter was six; and will return another Monday
with her daughter for a new picture. A very spirit-
led thing: we were talking with a woman needing
support and then there was Demet!”

N

Tight Knit is an excellent way for people to
develop close relationships with others in the
congregation; something that doesn't require
ability already--teach skills and provide folks with what
they need. And materials are provided at no cost.

ULC supports us well; having the climate system
working is biggest! Fireside Room and kitchen make an
excellent space for us, very accessible. We always have
good acceptance and cooperation in organizing blessing
for hats and shawls from congregation and clergy. We
have used Action Grants to purchase cupboards and
storage items, able to do that at ULC. That space really

helps us a lot.

If you have a story to share, please
connect with a member of the
Stewardship Team-Clarke Anderson, Jeff

Andreson, Bruce Callen, Brandon
DuBois-Jones, Nancy Lindman, Pastor Emily Shipman
and Pastor Zachariah Shipman. Or scan the QR code.

Nancy Lindman



C®MMUNITY Campus Ministry News
New Wednesday Worshlp Starts at Wells Hall

Our school year is off to a good start.
We have started a new weekly
ministry for our campus ministry
program. We are meeting on
Wednesday nights at 7 p.m. in Wells
Hall Room A132 for worship and a
Bible study. We are currently using
Holden Evening Prayer for these
worship services.

We will be working through the

book of John for our Bible study this year. We have been
reading a chapter together and focusing on a few
questions to stir discussion: “What does this say about
God? What is God doing in this chapter? What does

this say about people? What are we supposed to learn/do
after reading this? What questions do you have or what
interests you in the chapter?” These are good questions to
be asking whenever reading Scripture. Our Bible study

time has been lively and interesting.

Hanging out in the Campus Ministry room.

We are also continuing our Fridays@5
meal and activity. This year we are
rotating through various activities after
the meal: Chill/Hang out time, Bible
Study, Activity, and Community Game
Night. Community Game night is an
opportunity for our congregation to
gather over a potluck meal and then
play games (board games, card games,
or video games) to build community

together. Please come! The dates for these gatherings are
Oct. 24, Nov. 21, Jan. 30, Mar. 13, and Apr. 10.

Please take time to meet and greet students who come on
Sundays, as well. If you don't know what to talk about,
simply ask curious questions like: What are you
studying? What do you do for fun? What is bringing you
joy? How is your semester going? I appreciate your
support and willingness to continue being a campus

ministry congregation!

Pastor Zachariah

Friendship House MSU (FHMSU),
located just one block south of ULC
at 929 Sever Street, is a Gospel-
centered ministry of friendship and
hospitality that serves international
students and their families at MSU
and the Lansing area. Organized in
1995 and supported by Lutheran
churches in the Lansing area,
FHMSU’s core mission is education,
with more than 25 course opportuni-
ties in conversational English,
Christianity and basic Bible study,
special thematic courses such as
sewing and knitting, and a variety of
special events that introduce
participants to American culture.

ULC is an actively participating
congregation in FHMSU. Some the
ministry’s events are hosted at ULC
and some of our members and clergy
teach or lead courses and/or serve as
conversation partners.

October Outreach of the Month

English as a second language class,
Friendship House, January 2020

While involvement and participation
in the ministry have increased in
recent years, financial support has
been lagging, and the organization
needs our help. FHMSU is already a
financially ‘lean’ organization, and
almost all of its funds are used
directly to support its programs and
activities. Any financial contribu-
tions that ULC can make will help
continue this ministry.

There are other ways to contribute,
including many volunteer
opportunities for FHMSU-related
activities:

MSU Friendship House

e Teach English conversation
courses

e Teach courses in the Bible to
international Christians and to
non-Christians.

e Serve as a conversation partner
with an international student.

e Assist with fellowship activities
such as baseball games, Thanks-
giving dinners, or one-day trips
to Lake Michigan or Chicago.

e Be our prayer partner...we need
people who are willing to pray
for this ministry.

For more information, please contact
me or see FHMSU’s website:
friendshiphousemsu.global

Thank you for your continuing
support of this valuable and growing
ministry.

Jeff Andresen,
ULC member and
FHMSU board member
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Family Faith Formation

Join the Trunk or Treat Fun!

Trunk or Treat is a fun ULC and
wider community event for all ages!
There are three ways to get involved!

#1: Set up a Trunk - We welcome
everyone to set up a trunk in the
ULC lot and pass out candy & treats
to everyone who comes by (kids or
kids at heart!). Trunks will be set up
immediately after church on Oct. 26
while the kids each lunch and play a

Sign up on the clipboard in the
Narthex or by calling the
ULC office by Oct. 19.

#2: Donate Candy -
Can’t host a trunk? Please
consider contributing
candy or snacks (nut-free
please) to supplement each trunk!
Please drop off donations in the ULC
Office by Oct. 22.

#3: Spread the Word - Bring your
families and grandkids, or just
yourself! Please spread the word!
This is a fun event for all ages
and everyone is welcome. Feel
frree to wear costumes to
church!! Questions? Need ideas?
Contact Debbie Heidrich
(debbie.heidrich@gmail.com) for
more information.

few games in the Fellowship Hall.

Debbie Heidrich

ULC Confirmation Program

We have a confirmation program in place for the fall of
2025! Yay! A confirmation program is a time to teach
young adults about what it means to follow Jesus. The
hope is that, at the end of a confirmation program, those
who have attended have been equipped to be responsible
for their relationship with God (no longer relying on
parents or guardians). This typically takes place between
6th-8th grade, but it can be later as well. I trust the
parents/guardians to speak with confirmation students to
check if they are ready to take on this type of
responsibility. We will gather once a month on Sunday
Oct. 26 and Nov. 23 from 2-4 p.m. We are also planning
a Lock-in for Dec. 5-6. Details for the lock-in are in the
works! Please pray for all those involved, that the good
news of Jesus would be known and that these young
disciples will be equipped to live into God's kingdom!

HS Youth Group

We are partnering with Faith Lutheran Church (and have
invited other congregations to join) for our HS Program

this year. We will be hosting at ULC on the first Sunday
of the month, and Faith Lutheran will host on the third
Sunday of the month. Both are from 5-7 p.m. with a

meal. The schedule (and the meal sign up!) can be found
here: https://www.ulcel. org/high school-youth-
ministry.html. Please B —

invite HS youth to attend F*a,_

and please consider e & '
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bringing a meal!

We met for our first
meeting on September
21st at Faith Lutheran
Church. We packaged
food for a program
called "Homeless
Angels" with resources from Faith Lutheran Church's
food pantry ministry (homelessangels.org) We also did
some fun group building activities, ate supper, and played
some air hockey.

Packaging for Homeless Angels.

Pastor Zachariah

Gather: Lansing

This summer, ULC created a young
adults ministry after
noticing that there is a
void for community after
college. Many of our

dreaming sessions, a game night, and
pizza and a bonfire.

I attended a conference this
summer and learned about what
is called the “Gather Network”

become listed on the Gather Network
as Gather: Lansing. [ am grateful for
Claire Ward and Grace Kennedy
who have stepped up to be Gather
leaders for this program. Claire and

college graduates who
stay in the area, struggle
to find new friends,
community, or places to belong. In
light of that reality, we worked to
bring our young adult/young family
community together to build
relationships. We had a few
gatherings over the summer: two
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www.gathernetwork.org. This
is an organization which has
also realized this void for community
after college. They have organized a
network to highlight and connect
people to these young adult
communities that are springing up
around the US. We are working to

Grace are hosting a weekly Bible
Study on Tuesdays at 7 p.m. at
Wonch Park in Okemos (when the
weather is nice) or Moka Co.
(Okemos Location). To join the
GroupMe or learn more, go to:
https://www.ulcel.org/gather-lansing-
young-adults.html.

Pastor Zachariah
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Council and Sacred Reckonings in October

We have had a wonderful start to
Forum this year — Jay and Pastor
Zachariah gave an update on
campus ministry, introduced our
student associates, and shared how
we can get involved! (I have
already signed up for a Friday

iy
“ ; with Louise
< Sunday

@® Forum

Here's the October schedule:
Oct. 5 — ULC Mission and Vision Statements/Finances

Oct. 12 — Sacred Reckonings Documentary discussion
with Erin Frisch and Dr. Jo Ann Mundy
Oct. 19 — ULC Finances continued

Oct. 26 — No Forum (Trunk or Treat)

night dinner.) And Linda and Debbie showed us how to

make paper cranes as we celebrated International Peace
Day. I cannot wait to hear from our wonderful speakers

in October.

If you have ideas for topics you’d like to see covered or
suggestions for speakers, please reach out to me

(louiseharder81(@gmail.com). I’d love to hear them!

Louise Montag

Following are descriptions of two
more of the books recommended by
Pastor Emily that were added to the
ULC Library. These and other new
books can be found on the end table
in the library.

The Peace
| Table: A
E' | Storybook Bible
by Chrissie
)l Muecke and

= others is a truly
amazing book.
There is so
"8 much found in
this Bible, that I included most of the
book description: “From beginning
to end, the Bible reminds us that we
are made in God’s image and that
God’s table has room for us all. The
Peace Table is a comprehensive
family storybook Bible that makes
God’s presence and peace real to
children of all ages.

In these pages, readers will encounter
biblically faithful retellings of

140 stories from Scripture. Stunning
artwork from 30 illustrators invites
children to see themselves reflected
in God’s story. Woven alongside
each Bible story are prayer prompts,
questions, and action ideas to guide

ULC Memorial Library
Check Out Our Newest Books

family reflection and conversation.
Twelve “peace paths” encourage
children to explore the ways that
peace themes are woven throughout
the Old and New Testaments. A
resource section includes ideas for
how to experience peace with God,
self, others, and creation, as well as
maps, background information on the
Bible, interactive ways to pray, and
prayers for many occasions.

The Peace Table is an excellent
resource for families and faith
communities who want their children
to love Jesus, grow in faith, and
become peacemakers who change the
world!”

GEORGE TAKEI
P THEY-CALLED
& USENEMY

The graphic novel
They Called Us
Enemy by George
Takei is a New
York Times
bestseller. Made
famous via his role

_
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=51 as Sulu in Star

Trek, George Takei
became a cultural phenomenon in the
real world through his civil rights
engagement and his support for
democracy. Now, in his graphic
memoir, They Called Us Enemy,
Takei reveals the story of his

family’s incarceration during the
internment of Japanese Americans
during World War II. Takei pivots
between showing through his child’s
eyes the years in internment with
expressing his later, more-adult
understanding of how deeply his
parents suffered during and after
their imprisonment. The straight-
forward illustrations make this
graphic memoir a read comfortable
for all ages, even as the memories
depicted range from unsettling to
infuriating.

It would be easy to consider Takei’s
story simply a colorful glimpse of the
misbegotten past. But its power, like
John Lewis’ March trilogy, burns in
how it persuades the reader to
consider how much we’ve really
changed since Franklin D. Roosevelt
and Earl Warren decided to imprison
families based on unsupported

fears. (Taken from Adrian Liang’s,
Amazon Book Review; John Lewis’
March trilogy can also be found in
the ULC Library.)

These books can be found on the
coffee table in the ULC Library. Be
sure to stop in and look at all that is
available.

The Library Team
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ﬁ Music Notes

Children's Choir

Oct. 12 - Children's Choir rehearsal after 10

a.m. worship service.

Wednesday, Nov. 19 - Children's Choir

rehearsal and dinner at 5:30 p.m.

Mark Your Calendars!

New Hope Singers

Pt |
(o

Nov. 16

Sunday, Nov. 23 - Children's Choir singing at

10 a.m. worship service.

Rehearsals: Sunday, Nov. 2 and 9 - after 10 a.m.
worship service.

New Hope will sing during worship on Sunday,

Janine Novenske Smith

Meet Our 2025-26 Scholarship Singers!

Ryan Jordan I’'m ULC's tenor
scholarship singer. I'm a graduate of
Haslett High School and am
currently a senior at MSU. I’m in the
music education program studying
with Professor Richard Fracker and
singing with the MSU Chorale. As |
enter my fourth year at MSU, I'm
excited to also enter my fourth year
at ULC! Along with singing I have
also played trombone in marching
band for many years, including
MSU, where I am section leader this
year. I appreciate you all having me
back and I look forward to singing
for you once again.

Janna Carlson I am a sophomore at
Michigan State University, and [ am
pursuing a double degree in Spanish
and Environmental Studies &
Sustainability. I am from White
Lake, Michigan; and I have been
going to an ELCA Lutheran church
for my entire life. [ went to high
school at Walled Lake Northern,
where I was in choir all four years,
including being a member of the
Chambers Singers choir for three
years. I also participated in all the
musicals and plays! I am super

Scholarship singers Ryan Jordan,
Janna Carlson, Ashna Karikalan,
and Nick Perkins

excited to be singing with both the
New Hope singers and the senior
choir! I have been singing in choirs
since [ was about seven years old. |
even was part of the Handbell choir
for a few years. One of my favorite
parts about singing in choirs is
hearing all of the voice parts and
harmonies come together to form one
song. Outside of school and church, I
love to spend time with family and
friends, play piano, read, sew, watch
Star Wars, and listen to music. I also
love spending time outdoors!
Whether I spend my time hiking,
walking, biking, or playing with my
dog, I always love being outside. I
am so excited to be coming to church

at University Lutheran, and [ am
especially thrilled to sing with both
choirs and the other scholarship
students!

Ashna Karikalan This is my second
year as ULC's soprano scholarship
singer. [ was born and raised in
Lansing, and I graduated from
Haslett High School. Right now, I'm
in my senior year at MSU studying
psychology and minoring in music.
I'm also a part of an on campus all-
treble a cappella team called Ladies
First! Can't wait to sing with you
again for my last year!

Nick Perkins I'm a bass vocal
performance major here at Michigan
State studying with Professor
Richard Fracker and singing with the
MSU Chorale. This fall I will be
playing the role of Pa Joad in MSU's
fall opera, The Grapes of Wrath by
Ricky Ian Gordon. I'm from
Nashville, Tenn. I'm pursuing an
operatic career after [ graduate from
undergraduate school and hopefully
graduate school. This is my fourth
year singing at ULC, and I'm excited
to be here with you all!

Winter Apparel Drive and Distribution

The St. Luke Lutheran Coat Bank

continues to collect warm winter clothing.
Coats of all sizes, infants, children, teens,
and adults, especially adult plus sizes, as
well as hats, gloves, mittens, and boots are
needed. Items can be dropped off at St.

Luke Lutheran /Christ Campus, 122 South
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Pennsylvania Ave, Lansing or St. Luke Lutheran
/Meridian Campus, 5589 Van Atta, Haslett. Call
Carol Dreps (517) 482-2252 at Christ Campus or
call or text Darra Haase (989) 506-8723 at ULC
with questions The distribution days begin in
October and continue through Dec. 25.

Darra Haase



Tight Knit Celebrates 10 Years
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Vicki Anderson and Terie Reinoehl — 2™ Desi, Anya, De Eun, and Ira, Friends A large Tight Knit group in 2019.
anniversary with yarn “cakes.” from Friendship House.

- - . -
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Emily, MSU student, Terrie Reinoehl and Anne Tight Knit meeting in 2016. Guilia, a Friendship
models a knit hat. Smith at the 2024 House student
hat distribution. from Italy, baked a
special pie.
Continued from page 1.
“lapghans” which have been givento  bonds between individuals or the New members are always welcome
members, local nursing homes, and unity within the body of Christ. The to join Tight Knit every Monday 4-
hospice centers. concept of being "knit together" 6:30 p.m. They meet in the Fireside
signifies a deep connection, whether ~ Room. Contact Vicki Anderson or
In the context of the Bible, the term it be in friendship, love, or spiritual Anne Smith with any questions.
"knit" is often used metaphorically to  unity. (https.//biblehub.com/
describe the close and intimate topical/k/knit.htm) Robert Smith

New Academic Year Starts with Kick-off Sunday

Straw hats, overalls and clapping along to the
music. That was some of the fun at our Worship
Expressions Bluegrass service on Sept 14. I wish
I had taken photos to share here. If you weren’t
in church check out our YouTube channel.

g After worship we shared a delicious meal
in our social hall. Our kitchen crew
provided hot dogs, barbecued pork and
beverages. The rest of the meal was
potluck. A time for fellowship and game
playing helped us all get to know each
other better.

During worship there was a blessing of
backpacks, bags and all the people involved with Pl

back-to-school activities. Each one received a , Eggé 4 ' Please join us for the next Sunday Funday
special keychain to remind them our prayers and = = “ (Oct. 26). It really lives up to its name.
blessings go with them this school year. Theo shows off
rainbow and Debbie Viele
alligator face
painting.
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Prayers & Squares Chapter 163

Join us, We'll Teach You to Sew!

Thank you to everyone who
purchased homemade items at
our Fall Craft Sale on Sunday,
Sept. 7. Ann was very busy
hoping to get you in the mood for
tailgating and decorating for the
Fall season. $530 was deposited
from that one-day sale. This will
allow us to buy needed supplies.
We have some great things still
available. Please contact Ann or

Bobbie to arrange a time for you to
come shop in the Prayers & Squares

sewing room.

Saturday, Sept. 27 will be Fall Fun

Sewing Day! We have been gifted

Fall fabric that isn’t appropriate for

prayer quilts, but perfect to make

Some of the craft sale offerings.

table toppers. We will have photos of

this fun event in the next Lux.

We are hoping to award Quilts of
Valor to more members of the
Michigan Association of Vietnam

Helicopter Pilots in October during

one of our regular sewing days. If

you have a family member or friend

that you would like to nominate
for a Quilt of Valor, please
contact Ann or Bobbie.

A dedicated group continues to
meet each Tuesday morning in
the Fellowship Hall from 10 a.m.
until 12:30 p.m.to make prayer
quilts as well as bed size quilts
for the refugees.

If you know someone who needs our
prayers with a quilt, please contact
Ann Booren (boorena@msu.edu),
Bobbie Davis (bobbieanndavis80

(@gmail.com) or one of the pastors.
Bobbie Davis

At the end of a school year, Kids
Hope USA encourages its local
programs to do a yearly
evaluation. Options include an
evaluation by students, teachers,
mentors, directors and/or
administrative staff at the school.
The following directions and
teacher responses were from
teacher evaluations at Forest
View Elementary School in June
2025 where ULC mentors met
with students for one hour each
week:

“Give an example of where you saw an impact of the

mentor relationship:”

e Linda was very proud of the book she made with her
mentor and wanted to show the class. * (Names

have been changed.)

e Through mentorship, Kathy learned values such as
honesty, accountability, follow through and had the
opportunity to build a trusting relationship with

someone she can look up to.

Story Time

Kids Hope display in September.

e Student’s NWEA scores went up
and she became a better reader.

e Jack worked a lot on his social
skills with students through
meaningful conversations with his
mentor.

“Other comments or suggestions:”

¢ I love this program! [ would love
to have more mentors!

o Elizabeth is an awesome mentor.
Thank you for this opportunity and
the tokens of teacher appreciation.

This partnership has been a gift to both me and my

student.

e Thanks for all of the lovely gifts. This is such a nice

e He enjoyed having the one-on-one attention and

spending time talking with his mentor. He was

calmer and focused on the days he saw his mentor.
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program.
e Kate had a great relationship with her tutor.

Positive remarks from teacher evaluations indicate that
Kids Hope USA is doing something good at Forest View
Elementary School!

Barbara Kissling, barbkissling@gmail.com
Debbie Heidrich, debbie.heidrich@gmail.com
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Racial Jist'it‘:e Team

The Racial Justice Team invites you to clear your
calendar and join us for two important events.
Dinner and a Movie

Frlday, Oct. 3

TRUE
BELIEVER

True Believer, a
documentary from director
Kristen Irving. We'll gather
at 5 p.m. with dinner at 5:30
N i and the film at 6:00 in the
Fellowship Hall. Feel free to join us just for the movie.
Sign up here or on the sheet in the narthex.

True Believer (106 min) follows the story of Kristen
Irving, then an evangelical filmmaker, as she explores
the origins of the "pro-life" movement. While disbelief
initiates her investigation into a veiled history of white
supremacy, betrayal forces a deeply personal
examination of her own family and identity, neither of
which can be disentangled from the other.

As Roe is overturned, and abortion bans become routine,
TRUE BELIEVER is a call for reckoning for every
American, but especially those within the religious
subculture that threatens our very Democracy. The film
has been accepted at film festivals around the country,
including here in Lansing at the Capital City Film
Festival last April.

We'll have a short discussion following the film. Hope to
see you there!
Bruce Callen

Understanding Racism Workshop

Nov. 7-9, 2025

Friday 6-9 p.m.

Saturday 9-6 p.m.

Sunday 12:30-4:30 p.m.

In-person at University Lutheran Church

"' %, The University Lutheran Church Racial
v Justice Team is hosting a CORE

(Communities Organizing for Racial
CO RE Equity) workshop this fall.

Workshop Goals

¢ To see and learn about racism in a new and
redemptive way.

e To gain insights into systemic racism through the
eyes of faith and Scripture.

e To see more of the connections between history and
contemporary race relations.

e To identify organizing opportunities to “eliminate
racism, both causes and effects, within the body of
believers and throughout the world.”

e To create a community of faithful antiracists in
Lansing

Cost

$50 per person

Scholarships are available.

Fee includes training, meals, and workbook.

First-time attendees must be present the entire time, all
days. For more information and to register, visit the
ULC website www.ulcel.org.

Sacred Reckonings is a training program the Racial Justice Team is using to explore reparations work
as it relates to predominantly white churches. We will be showing a video during worship on Oct. 12, with
an opportunity for discussion during Sunday Forum in the Fireside Room. Please join us!

Accessibility Team

What is Fragrance-Free?

The Accessibility Team is currently
providing information
to the congregation
about adopting a
fragrance-free
environment. What
does fragrance-free
mean? ULC congregants would be
requested not to wear perfume,
lotions, essential oils, or personal
care products with strong scents. By

Y &

Aceessibllity

scent.

prioritizing fragrance-free choices,
we show our care and concern
for those sensitive to strong

X7 A fragrance-free environment

| benefits people with health
conditions like multiple chemical
sensitivity, asthma, autism, COPD,
migraines, respiratory issues,
dermatitis, and other disabilities by

improving well-being and
accessibility. Fragrance -free spaces
enable people with fragrance
sensitivities to join safely and
comfortably in worship.

For questions, comments, or
suggestions, please contact Deanna
Milligan, Lead of the Accessibility
Team or Pastor Emily.

Terrie Reinoehl
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From the President and Council

Congregation I

Council spent most of the
September council meeting
(an ongoing conversation)
discussing our fiscal
sustainability. While these
discussions are difficult, we
have had some productive
conversations. With that,
Council has decided to act as
transparently as possible and
seek feedback from the congregation.

On Sunday, Oct. 5 at 11:30 a.m. during Sunday Forum
Council will lead a discussion about revising our mission
and vision statements. Additionally, we will share our
current budget and financial standing, as well as our
present budget ideas for 2026. We will continue the
conversation at Forum on Oct. 19 for those who cannot
make it Oct. 5 and/or have additional comments. The
budget is still being prepared but many difficult
discussions lie ahead as we work toward a balanced
budget. For 2025 ULC approved a deficit budget, as we
have many times in the past, but this is not a sustainable
path for our congregation. Council needs input on how to
move to a balanced, sustainable budget. Many ideas have
been put forward that may help us along this path.

nput Needed!

The COVID-19 pandemic has changed the way
we operate. Since 2020 we have transitioned to
one service instead of two, but we have not
changed many areas of the budget to reflect this.
Not only do we have just one service each week,
but the number of Lent and Advent services also
have been reduced. Christmas Eve services have
been reduced from three to two, and now one. We
have also increased some of our outreach
activities. We need to look at the budget in light
of these changes.

We all have a role to play in developing a budget that
reflects our vision and mission as a campus ministry
church. Please plan to attend either of the October forums
to learn more about the 2026 budget and to offer up
suggestions for how we can follow a path toward a
sustainable, balanced budget.

Mike Sweat, ULC President

ULC Council: Lynn Kriser, President-elect,; Jeff
Guilfoyle, Past-president; Louise Montag, Treasurer,
Emily Kirkpatrick, Secretary, Larry Cross, Jay DuBois-
Jones, Jeff Erickson, Debbie Heidrich, Members-at-
Large; Nato Faliarizao, Student Representative

ULC Council had a hybrid meeting
(in person and on zoom) Sept.16,
2025. The following are some
highlights:

e Approved Terrie Reinoehl and
Cathy Clugston as ULC’s
liaisons to Christian Services.
Thank you, Terrie and Cathy, for

volunteering for this position.

e Approved an updated Building
Use Policy. Thank you to Mandy
and Louise for their leadership in
this important work. If you know

of a group that might benefit
from using our space, please let
them know they are welcome
here!

Emily Kirkpatrick
ULC Secretary

ULC Book Club

‘ =

ULC Book Club will meet on Thursday, Oct. 16 at
1:30 p.m. We will discuss The Lion Women of
Tehran by Marjan Kamali. This book follows two
women from childhood in 1950s Tehran to
adulthood and all the changes life brings.

Wome

Tehr

K

We offer three ways to participate. You can join us
in person at ULC in the Fireside room, join us via &
ZOOM or we can send you a recording of the discussion.

M
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Join us in Tehran

We depend on email to keep those wishing to
attend informed of any changes in meeting time
or location as well as the books we choose for our
discussions. If you would like to join us, please
reach out to Beth Rahe bwojanl@gmail.com or
Mary Kotnik at mkotnik@comcast.net so we can
add you to our email list.

n of é
an

Mary Kotnik
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ULC People

Four New ELCA Pastors?

A group of prospective seminary students from I8 10 TH T
ULC, accompanied by Pastor Emily, visited ]
Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago. We were
able to talk with an admissions counselor, toured
the campus, and sat in on an Introduction to
Systematic Theology class. Previous ULC guest
Immanuel Karunakaran's family hosted us for a

lovely meal.

Please keep these individuals in your prayers as
they enter this season of discernment and
~Jay DuBois-Jones

contemplation.

Claretta is already taking three classes. Jo Ann
~Pastor Emily

begins classes Oct. 6.

Claretta Freeman and
Pastor Emily during an
August trip to LSTC.

Michael Binegar, Jo Ann Mundy, and
Jay DuBois-Jones toured Lutheran
School of Theology in Chicago.

ULC Choir Member and LCC Instructor Interviewed

Steve Simonson recently joined the
ULC Senior Choir. Steve is an
instructor in Lansing Community
College’s Digital Media, Audio and
Cinema Program and Music
Technology. He was recently
interviewed in an LCC newsletter.
Below are excerpts from this article.

What’s your favorite thing about
your job? First of all, I did not start
out to be a teacher! I was musician
who moved into the technical side of
music, theater and media production
and became a skilled local pro. When
asked to teach a summer section of
the “Intro to Audio” course at LCC, |
thought it would be a nice summer
gig in addition to the shows that I
was running or performing in. [
enjoyed it, was asked back to
continue teaching, and it became
more than a job when I realized the
positive effect [ was having on my
students and on my own profession.

It is a powerful motivation to do my
best in the classroom and “on the
job” when I see a student go from
“uneducated” to “working
professional.”

In the everyday processes of
teaching, I discovered that this job
relates to my personal values and
philosophy of life. I have always had
"the heart of a servant,” and I trace it
to my family background. My
mother was a social worker, and my
father was a journalist. They chose
careers that allowed them to serve
the public and the greater good.
Growing up and watching them
working on behalf of others who
were often in difficult circumstances
was a significant formative
experience, and I sought to emulate
their compassionate example.

What do you like to do to relax
outside of work? Well, there’s
always something to do! I have a

business, which is how I book my
gigs and shows and provides various
business advantages, so [ have clients
and such to tend to. I still play drums
occasionally, and I am always
interested in playing, for fun and
profit. I live in a 115-year-old home
on Lansing’s east side, and
maintaining that is a lot of
challenging work, but always worth
it. I also try to keep up my exercise
routine here at the Fitness Center and
do a little fishing and hiking in this
beautiful state.

However, I spend most of my time
with my family, attending events,
performances and ballgames (mostly
Lugnuts, Spartans and Detroit
Tigers). Lansing is a friendly and
culturally rich town, with lots to do,
and I enjoy it all, big or small!

Submitted by Louise Paquette
and Debbie Viele

Caregiver Support Group

v

Are you caring for family members with health challenges? There is a new support group at ULC
that can help support your journey. We generally meet on a Saturday and are discussing the book
“Refilling the Reservoirs.” Contact me at suealkamn(@aol.com.

\/

Sue Kamens
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The Greater Church

NW/LM Synod Blshop Installed Sept 13

Some of the ULC contingent that travelled to Grand
Rapids for the installation.

On Saturday, Sept.13th our synod
gathered in joyful celebration for the
installation of Bishop Julie
Schneider-Thomas. The service was
filled with music, prayer and a spirit
of hope as we look toward the future
together. We were especially blessed
to be joined by Bishop Elizabeth

Bishop Julie Schneider-Thomas was installed at Trinity Lutheran

Church in Grand Rapids.

Eaton, who preached a beautiful and
inspiring sermon.

We give thanks for all who
participated in the service, for Trinity
Lutheran Church in Grand Rapids for
hosting, and the many clergy
members and lay people who joined
in worship both in person and online.

As we begin this new chapter of
ministry under Bishop Julie’s
leadership, we invite your continued
prayers for our synod and for our
congregations. We look forward to
the bright and hopeful future ahead!

From the NNWLM Synod website

Meet the New Presiding Bishop Yehiel Curry

The Rev. Yehiel Curry was elected as the
next presiding bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) at
the ELCA Churchwide Assembly in
Phoenix, Ariz., on July 30, 2025. He will
begin this role on Oct. 1, 2025, and be
installed on Oct. 4 in Minneapolis.

Currently, he serves as bishop of the
ELCA Metropolitan Chicago Synod,
where he leads a synod staff and 160
congregations by providing pastoral care,
preaching, teaching, administering
sacraments, and overseeing ordinations

Previously, Curry served as the mission
developer (2007-2012) and pastor (2013—
2019) of Shekinah Chapel Lutheran
Church in Riverdale, I11. He earned a
Bachelor of Arts from Lewis University in
Romeoville, I11., and a Master of Divinity
from the Lutheran School of Theology at
Chicago. He and his wife, LaShonda, are
the proud parents of three daughters.

The installation of the presiding bishop
will be held Saturday, Oct. 4, 2025, at

2 p.m. CDT at Central Lutheran Church,
Minneapolis, Minn.

and installations. He was elected synod bishop in 2019

www.elca.org

and reelected in spring 2025. Curry chaired the ELCA
Conference of Bishops, fostering ecumenical
relationships and theological engagement across the
Lutheran communion.

o Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

V
‘9 God's work. Our hands.
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The Greater Church

Message From Outgoing Bishop Eaton

I started my ministry as presiding bishop
with these four emphases: We are church.
We are Lutheran. We are church
together. We are church for the sake of
the world. I will end as I began.

We are church. There is no other
institution on earth whose reason for
being is the proclamation of the gospel.
“It is also taught that at all times there
must be and remain one holy, Christian
church. It is the assembly of all believers
among whom the gospel is purely
preached and the holy sacraments are
administered according to the gospel” (Augsburg
Confession, Article VII). That’s it. The works we do in
service to the world are important, but they are not the
essence of the church. The ELCA does not exist in order
to work for justice. Rather, because we are nourished by
word and sacraments, the ELCA is free and empowered
to do so.

The church is also marvelously intricate and
interconnected. “We, who are many, are one body in
Christ, and individually we are members one of another”
(Romans 12:5). There is no such thing as a solitary
Christian. God’s love for us through Christ and poured
into our hearts by the Spirit is for each of us. But each of
us is just one member of the body of Christ. We
understand the church in the same way. “This church
shall seek to function as people of God through
congregations, synods, and the churchwide organization,
all of which shall be interdependent. Each part, while
fully the church, recognizes that it is not the whole
church and therefore lives in an interdependent
relationship with the others” (ELCA “Constitutions,
Bylaws and Continuing Resolutions” 8.11.).

We are Lutheran. The average Lutheran in the Lutheran
World Federation (LWF) is a woman in Tanzania. There
are more Lutherans in Ethiopia, Indonesia and
Madagascar than there are in the ELCA. The LWF has
150 member churches in 99 countries. What binds us
together? Certainly not one culture or cuisine. Rather, it
is the clear witness of the gospel that sets us free. “It is
taught that we cannot obtain forgiveness of sin and
righteousness before God through our merit, work, or
satisfactions, but that we receive forgiveness of sin and
become righteous before God out of grace for Christ’s
sake through faith ”(Augsburg Confession, Article IV).
This is revolutionary. The standards of the world by

which we are measured, or we measure
others, are a figment. We don’t claim
perfection for the church. We’re not there.
But as Martin Luther said, “This life
therefore is not righteousness but growth in
righteousness, not health but healing, not
being but becoming, not rest but exercise.
We are not yet what we shall be, but we are
growing toward it, the process is not yet
finished, but it is going on, this is not the
end, but it is the road. All does not yet
gleam in glory, but all is being purified”
(“Defense and Explanation of All the
Articles”). We know there is law and
gospel, that we are saint and sinner, that we are bound
and free, and we entrust that all to God.

We are church together. Paul wrote that we do not live
to ourselves. We live in a time when fear is used to
separate us. This is the tool of every authoritarian regime.
The church is different. The Spirit calls, gathers and
keeps the whole church on earth. We belong to God, we
belong to each other, and we belong to the world.

We are church for the sake of the world. We are not
only freed from sin, we are freed for service to the
neighbor. Here is where the essence of the church—the
proclamation of the gospel—gives power and shape to
the work we do in Jesus’ name. We are church for the
sake of the world not out of obligation or for reward but
out of love.

So there it is, dear church, my farewell address. We each
have this ministry for a season. My season as presiding
bishop has ended. Bishop-elect Yehiel Curry’s season is
about to begin. Pray for him, his family and the
churchwide staff.

But be assured that the season for the ELCA is not over.
God hasn’t finished with this church yet.

Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton
“Ending at the Beginning”
Living Lutheran, Sept. 19, 2025

Bishop Eaton has served as the ELCA’s fourth presiding
bishop from 2013 to 2025. She was ordained in 1981 and
served three different congregations in Ohio before being
elected bishop of the Northeastern Ohio Synod in 2006.

elca.org
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Birthdays

1 LaVon Miller
Rick Milligan
Travis Williams

2 Mary Ludtke

'ﬁoher

Celebratlons

3 Chris Anderson 9 Connie Lenkowski

6 Gary Bunge 11 Michael Hill
Anne Smith 14 Nathaniel Dalton

7 Sonja Christensen Debbie Heidrich
Carolyn Lohr James Sype
Annaliese Marks 15 David Ramsey

Juliana Marks

15 Kristie Wiggert Anniversaries
17 Jon Althouse | Brandon & Cindy
18 Pat Lee Baswell
21 Evan Dawson Baglien
2 Leon & T
22 Michael Masnyj V;i?ﬁams ammy
25 Susan Fisher 7 Darrin & Elizabeth
Steven Haase Karcher

26 Laura Appel

29 Beeper Baswell
Jesse Clyma
Todd Helser
Piper Hylen

29 Michael & Heather Hill
31 Jim & Nicole Greiter

ULC Archives

Stewardship — A Lifestyle!

An article in the June/July issue of Lux in 1992 was titled
“Stewardship — A Lifestyle!” This piece beautifully
expands the concept of stewardship and is as relevant
today as it was 30 years ago. No author was listed.

Stewardship — A Lifestyle!

Over the last year your Stewardship Committee has
urged you as members of ULC to take a broad view of
stewardship. From the beginning, we have
recognized the need for a larger, more
comprehensive understanding of stewardship
than in the past. Indeed, each of us has been
blessed with many gifts from God and our
response to those gifts is called stewardship. More than
a response saved for Sunday morning, it is a response
that shines through in every facet of our lives as we live
out the covenant of our baptism in daily life.
Stewardship is a lifestyle. Taken as such, stewardship is
no longer a concept that conflicts with our lives and our
visions, but instead it becomes, in a very broad way, the
unifying concept as we face the problems of this world:
pollution, faith, family, church and world. All of them fall
under this broad view of stewardship.

But lifestyles are built around priorities. We must
establish priorities in order to live, and when we
establish priorities, we are making a religious statement.
Martin Luther, in his explanation of the first

commandment (Large Catechism) writes, “That to which
your heart clings and entrusts itself is, | say, your God.”
What's tops on the list? ...

In a modern world, most of us rush around trying to
serve many gods — we go from one altar to the next
trying to satisfy everyone and everything by spreading
ourselves too thin. Stewardship must not become just
another voice competing for our “time, talent and
treasure” but must instead be the way we deal
with competing claims. A broad notion of
stewardship provides the perspective by which we
handle our conflicting priorities. Stewardship is the
Christian lifestyle. It is the attitude we bear toward all
our responsibilities and possessions...

Faith in Christ is not just one more voice, but an
organizing principle that is brought to bear on every part
of life! Stewardship is a lifestyle!

The article ends by suggesting ways stewardship fits into
your lifestyle: enjoying and caring for the earth; letting
your God-given talents shine to the glory of God in your
leisure activities and hobbies; taking time off to catch
your second wind and rededicate your energy to the
priorities that may have escaped you. Even God took a
day off!

Connie Lenkowski

The deadline for the November Lux is Friday, Oct. 16.

Newsletter
SUBMISSIONS

= =

E-mail articles to Amy Wagenknecht at amylarryw@comcast.net and
Mandy O’Neil at ulcsec@ulcel.org or place them in the Lux mailbox in
the ULC office. Articles may be edited for size or readability, but you
will be contacted if significant changes are made. Keep those
wonderful photos and articles coming! Thanks!
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@OCTOBER

1 9:30a Communications Team-Conference 7:00p CM Worship at Wells Hall-Room A132
Noon Lectio Divina Bible Study-Zoom 16 8:00a Mushers-IHOP, EL
4:30p Lead Management Team-Zoom 1:30p ULC Book Club-Fireside
7:00p CM Worship at Wells Hall Room A132 7:00p Sr. Choir Rehearsal-Sanctuary
2 8:00a Mushers-IHOP, EL 17 5:00p Fridays@Five Campus Ministry
7:00p Sr. Choir Rehearsal-Sanctuary 7:30p Ten Pound Fiddle Concert-Sanctuary
3 5:00p Fridays@Five Campus Ministry 18 10:45a Saturday AM Bible Study-ULC Library
5:30p Dinner & a Movie (True Believer)-Fellowship 19 10:00a Sunday Worship-Sanctuary/YouTube Stream
7:30p Ten Pound Fiddle Concert-Sanctuary 5:00p HS Youth Group-Faith, Okemos
4 9:00a New Member Class-Fireside 20 4:00p Tight Knit-Fireside
10:45a Saturday Morning Bible Study-Library 6:00p Handbell Rehearsal-Sanctuary
5 10:00a Sunday Worship-Sanctuary/YouTube stream 21 7:30a Tuesday Morning Bible Study-Zoom*
5:00p HS Youth Group @ ULC-Youth Room 10:00a Prayers & Squares-Fellowship
5:30p Dinner for 8-Family Homes 1:00p Staff Meeting
6 4:00p Tight Knit-Fireside 2:45p Faith, Writing & Reflection-Zoom*
6:00p Handbell Rehearsal-Sanctuary 6:30p ULC Council-Conference
6:30p Racial Justice Team-Conference/Zoom 22 Noon Lectio Divina Bible Study-Zoom
7 7:30a Tuesday Morning Bible Study-Zoom* 7:00p CM Worship at Wells Hall-Room A132
10:00a Prayers & Squares-Fellowship Hall 23 8:00a Mushers-IHOP, EL
1:00p Staff Meeting 3:30p Food Movers Distribution-Drive thru
2:45p Faith, Writing & Reflection-Zoom* 7:00p Sr. Choir Rehearsal-Sanctuary
7:00p Young Adults Group-Moka & Co. 24 1:00p Fourth Friday Friends-Delhi Café-Holt
8 Noon Lectio Divina Bible Study-Zoom* 5:00p Fridays@5 CM Community Game Night-
6:00p Finance Committee-Zoom Fellowship
7:00p CM Worship at Wells Hall-Room A132 7:30p Ten Pound Fiddle Concert-Sanctuary
9 8:00a Mushers-IHOP, EL 25 10:00a Coffee Connections-Moka & Co.
9:30a Brunch Bunch-IHOP, EL 10:45a Saturday Morning Bible Study-Library
7:00p Sr. Choir Rehearsal-Sanctuary TBA MSU Football Parking (UM)
10 5:00p Fridays@Five Campus Ministry 26 10:00a Sunday Worship-Sanctuary/YouTube stream
11 9:30a MSU Football Parking (UCLA) 11:30a Sunday Fun Day: Trunk or Treat
10:45a Saturday Morning Bible Study-EL Library 27 4:00p Tight Knit-Fireside
12 10:00a Sunday Worship-Sanctuary/YouTube stream 6:00p Handbell Rehearsal-Sanctuary
11:30a Children’s Choir 28 7:30a Tuesday Morning Bible Study-Zoom*
13 4:00 Tight Knit-Fireside 10:00a Prayers & Squares-Fellowship
6:00p Handbell Rehearsal-Sanctuary 1:00p Staff Meeting
14 7:30a Tuesday Morning Bible Study-Zoom* 2:45p Faith, Writing & Reflection-Zoom*
10:00a Prayers & Squares-Fellowship Hall 7:00p Pub Theology-Harry's Place
1:00p Staff Meeting 7:00p Face Addiction Now (FAN)-Fellowship
2:45p Faith, Writing & Reflection-Zoom* 29 Noon Lectio Divina Bible Study-Zoom
7:00p Young Adults Group-Moka & Co., EL 7:00p CM Worship at Wells Hall-Room A132
15 9:30a Amnos-Burcham Hills 30 8:00a Mushers-IHOP, EL
Noon Lectio Divina Bible Study-Zoom 7:00p Sr. Choir Rehearsal-Sanctuary
1:00p Rhodon-Conference Room 31 5:00p Fridays@Five Campus Ministry

It's That Time Again!
Staff, Council & Team Leaders -- Annual Reports are due to Mandy O'Neil by Friday, Oct. 17.

ULC Office Hours Reminder: Please let the office know *Zoom link contacts: Lectio Divina — Bill
Tuesday - Thursday when ULC meetings and events are Trevarthen; Faith, Writing & Reflection,
9 a.m. to 4 p.m schedu|ed, even if they’re happening Car0|.e Ford CfOl'd”D@VahOO.Com;TueSdaY
T o virtuallv. We would like to keep the morning study, larry.wagenknecht@gmail.
Closed Monday & Friday Y. P com; Pub Theology, ulcsec@ulcel.org

calendar current. Thanks!
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Change service requested

Emily Shipman
Lead Pastor

Zachariah Shipman
Associate Pastor

Janine Novenske Smith
Director of Worship & the Arts

Mandy O’Neil
Office Administrator

Gary Carl
Financial Administrator

Mary Letvenow
Event Coordinator

Kristie Wiggert
Organist

John Dale Smith
Pianist

Avigil for our country: An evening of songs and
Director of Handbells prayers for justice and peace.

Louise Paquette
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