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Pic ‘n Play 
 

This summer, ULC 

offered two class 

sessions for playing the 

ukulele. There was a 

potluck with hotdogs 

provided before each 

class (thank you to 

Andrew Hagman and 

Cindy Baswell for 

hosting and cooking!). 

These events were well 

attended with people 

from all generations. It 

was a relaxed time of 

learning, practicing, and 

fun. Thank you to all who helped to make these events happen! I have heard 

lots of positive feedback as well as hopes for more community ukulele classes. 

Keep your eyes open for future events! See more photos on pages 3 and 4. 
 

Pastor Zachariah 
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Mark Your Calendars . . . 
 

Campus Ministry & 
Congregation  

Game Night & Potluck 
Friday, Sept. 19 at 5 p.m. 

Fellowship Hall 
 

Food Movers 
Thursday, Sept. 25 

Drive-thru distribution starting 
at 3:30 p.m. 

 

Fall Fun Sewing Event 
Saturday, Sept. 27 at 10 a.m. 

Fellowship Hall 
 

Food Packing Event 
Sunday, Sept. 28 at 11 a.m. 

ULC Fellowship Hall 

 

Pub Theology 
Tuesday, Sept. 30 at 7 p.m. 

Harrison Roadhouse, EL 
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Some of the ukelele musicians shared their music 
during worship on Sunday, Aug. 3. 
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From the Pastor's Pen . . . 
 

Jesus is Present 
 

Today, one of the 

pieces of Jesus’ 

story that is 

drawing me in is 

how he’s always 

walking, embodied, 

connecting with 

humans and nature 

and himself. Even 

in the midst of all 

the chaos, conflict, 

and busyness, Jesus is present. He is 

grounded, and he models this for 

others. He goes to the wilderness, 

climbs mountains, walks along – or 

on – the sea. He tells stories as he sits 

with friends and new folks, he 

touches nature as 

he walks along 

and weaves its 

wisdom into his 

lessons. He 

engages in 

physical touch, 

listens deeply, 

expresses 

emotions.  

 

Jesus is very real and present. His is 

not a life of disconnection and 

distraction. Do we even remember 

that such a thing is possible? To be 

so grounded, connected to life, in 

healthy relationship… 

Beloveds, as we enter a new 

academic year together, this is my 

prayer for you: May you savor the 

light and life of summer and not lose 

sight of its beauty. May you become 

– or stay – grounded, present in your 

body, ready to lean into whatever the 

Holy Spirit stirs in your life and calls 

you into. May you listen deeply to 

yourself and to others. And may you 

savor God’s presence, in and through 

it all.  

 

Peace to you, dear ones,  

Pastor Emily

 

Love in Action – Where do you see it at ULC? 
 

One way is through our building use. ULC’s 

Fellowship Hall provides a welcoming and 

safe meeting place for FAN (Face Addiction 

Now). FAN is a nonprofit organization on a 

mission to compassionately assist individuals 

and families affected by substance use 

disorder. Monthly Family Forums bring those 

who struggle with addiction and their families 

together with professionals from health and 

legal resources.  

 

According to Ingham County FAN chapter leader, Phil 

Pavona, “What is killing people is the anonymity 

associated with addiction. There’s so much stigma and 

secrecy. Community must do away with this and create a 

place where people feel safe, secure and supported, not 

judged. Our Forums work to remove fear and stigma by 

creating a sense of camaraderie among 

participants: those struggling with addiction, 

family, friends, therapists, recovery coaches and 

law enforcement. Participants see ULC as a safe 

trusted place, they know good things are 

happening here and are willing to come. We stay 

in touch with folks, I know we have saved lives.” 

 

The Stewardship Team wants you to know that 

your financial support helps make this happen – 

60 to 75 people have a safe and welcoming place to 

support one another through FAN meetings each month.  

That’s love in action. 
  

Nancy Lindman 

Stewardship Team Leader 

 

Dinner for Eight is Returning! 
 

What is Dinner for Eight? It is an 

evening of food and fellowship with 

eight members/friends of ULC. 

These meals will take place four 

times a year in the home of a 

member. Everyone contributes a dish 

to pass. It is a wonderful way to get 

to know other members and friends 

of the ULC community. 

 

Our first Dinner for Eight will be 

Sunday evening Oct. 5th at 5:30 p.m. 

Sign up in the narthex. Please check 

off if you would be willing to be a 

host/hostess and also if you are 

willing to host children. 

 

After the signup deadline (Monday, 

Sept. 29), you will be assigned a 

host/hostess for the evening. They 

will contact you and arrange your 

“dish to pass.” 
 

Ann Booren 
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Campus Ministry News 
 

Meet Our 2025-26 Student Associates 
 

Hi, I'm Annasophia Markham-Adkison. I 

am a student at Lansing Community 

College (LCC). I love animals and the 

visual and performing arts. I ride horses 

and do horse shows. I'm happy and proud 

to be a student associate. 
 

Hi, my name is Bonnie Johnson, and I’m 

a Zoology major and Environmental 

Studies minor going into my third year at 

Michigan State. After graduation, I hope 

to work in field conservation, helping to 

steward and protect creation in Michigan. 

This is my first year as a student associate, and I’m 

excited to join the mission of ULC and One Community. 

I’m most interested in creating a welcoming and loving 

space for students, exploring the nature of God, and 

incorporating my natural science background into 

worship. 
 

In my free time, I love spending time outdoors and 

engaging with the arts, especially drawing, painting, and 

singing. This year, I’m hoping to engage with community 

service projects as well. I’m excited to work with you 

all!" 

 

Exciting Plans for the Coming Year! 
 

We have two new student associates 

for this coming year: Bonnie Johnson 

(MSU) and Annasophia Markham-

Adkison (LCC). I am grateful for 

their willingness to step into 

leadership roles within our 

community. We held a student 

associate training and planning 

retreat on Aug. 7-9 where we 

accomplished amazing things.  

• We explored the identity of our 

campus ministry group 

• Learned strategies about being an 

inviting community 

• Explored the role the student 

associates have as leaders in the 

program 

• Planned a new weekly worship 

event for Wednesdays at 7 p.m. 

• Planned out the program for the 

2025-2026 school year 

https://www. ulcel.org/campus-

ministry-schedule.html  

• Dreamed about 2026 spring 

break, Worked together with the 

Campus Ministry Team to explore 

how they can support our 

program.  
 

All in all, it looks like it will be an 

exciting year for campus ministry at 

ULC! I am grateful that campus 

ministry is such an integral part of 

our identity at ULC. 
 

Here are some ways that our 

congregation can continue to support 

our campus ministry program (other 

than financial, which is greatly 

appreciated!). 

• Greet and meet students on 

Sunday mornings. Ask curious 

questions like: What are you 

studying? What do you like to do 

for fun? Where are you finding 

joy these days? How is the 

semester treating you? Once you 

have met a student and had a 

conversation with them, think 

about who else in the congrega-

tion might have shared interests 

with them (studied the same 

thing, enjoys similar hobbies, etc.) 

and ask the student if you can 

introduce them to someone who 

has similar interests. 

• Cook a meal for Fridays@5. Sign 

up here. 

• Volunteer to drive students to 

events (church, Fridays@5, etc.) 

• Join us for our Community Game 

Night events on 9/19, 10/24, 

11/21, 1/30, 3/13, & 4/10. The 

ULC congregation is invited to 

bring a potluck item and a game 

(can be card game, board game, 

or video game and necessary 

system).  

• Attend the ULC Campus Ministry 

forum on Sept. 7th after worship. 
 

Thank you, again, for making it a 

priority for ULC to share the good 

news of Jesus and his love with 

college students at MSU and LCC. 
 

Pastor Zachariah 

 
 

 

Pic ‘n Play 
Ukelele 

Fun! 

https://www.ulcel.org/campus-ministry-schedule.html
https://www.ulcel.org/campus-ministry-schedule.html
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0945ABAB2FA0FCC16-57987200-fridays#/
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Family Faith Formation 
 

Vacation Bible School 
 

Faith Lutheran Church, Okemos 

invited ULC to partner with them in 

their VBS program this summer. We 

were grateful for the offer and were 

able to do some beautiful children's 

ministry together! On July 14-17, we 

ate delicious food, sang fun songs, 

learned about the Bible, did engaging 

arts and crafts, and played fun games 

outside. I am grateful to all those 

who made this program happen, 

especially those at Faith. It is 

beautiful when we can come together 

as the Body of Christ and share in 

ministry together! 
 

Pastor Zachariah 

 

High School Ministry 
 

Our High School Ministry has had a small, but solid 

group since I began here. Last year, we had three of our 

six regularly attending students graduate. Since we are 

low in number, and I would appreciate some more help, 

we have decided to restructure our HS Ministry group 

this coming year.  

 

Beginning in the fall of 2025, ULC will be partnering 

with Faith Lutheran Church in Okemos (4515 Dobie Rd,) 

for our HS Ministry. Our hope is that, together, we will 

build lasting friendships, learn about Jesus, and learn how 

to be a loving community together. We will still be 

meeting on the first and third Sunday of the month but 

will alternate locations (First will be at ULC and third 

will be at Faith). We will also be attending the Charge 

event in November, which takes place at the Great Wolf 

Lodge in Traverse City.  

 

The full schedule for the 2025-2026 school year can be 

found here: https://www.ulcel.org/high-school-youth-

ministry.html.      

 

I am also grateful that we have had some volunteers from 

ULC step forward to help with our HS Ministry Program: 

Ken Horne, Nate Ward, & Claire Ward. Please pray for 

them and support them as they step into a new ministry 

role at ULC! 
 

Pastor Zachariah

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pic ‘n Play Ukelele Fun! 

 

 
 

VBS 

learning 

and fun! 

https://www.ulcel.org/high-school-youth-ministry.html
https://www.ulcel.org/high-school-youth-ministry.html
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New Coordinator, Similar Format! 
 

I’m excited to share that I (Louise Montag) will be 

coordinating Forum this Fall, and we’re already 

beginning to plan the semester. Sunday Forum is a 

wonderful opportunity to learn, explore meaningful 

topics, and hear from engaging speakers who inspire 

conversation and reflection. We will also be integrating 

activities like arts and crafts and games!  
 

If you have ideas for topics you’d like to see covered or 

suggestions for speakers, please reach out to me 

(louiseharder81@gmail.com). Below is our September 

schedule. Join us as we kick off a thoughtful and 

energizing season together: 
 

Sept. 7: Campus Ministry team 

Sept. 14: Kick off Sunday – No Forum 

Sept. 21: Cranes, International Peace Day (tentative) 

Sept. 28: Food Packing – No Forum 
 

Louise Montag 

 

ULC Memorial Library News 
 

New Children’s Books in the ULC Library 
 

The Library Team has 

purchased several new 

books. These resources 

were recommended by 

Pastor Emily and address 

challenging subjects for 

which limited information 

is available in the ULC 

Library – especially for 

children. 
 

One of the new books is The 

Rainbow Sheep by David Hayward. 

You might remember one of Pastor 

Emily’s sermons where she used 

sheep drawings by Hayward to 

illustrate her message. In this book 

for children, Hayward talks about 

being different and accepting others 

who look or do things their own way. 

The book ends: “No more all being 

the same! When one slept, others 

stayed awake. When one ate, others 

waited until they were 

hungry. When one 

baa-a-a-a-ed, others 

stayed quiet. They 

could all be 

themselves. Unique. 

Special. Happy!” 
 

Emma’s Awesome 

Summer Camp 

Adventure by Amy Webb is set at 

the inclusive and accessible Camp 

Waterfall, where campers had a 

cheer reflecting the camp’s spirit. 
 

We’re awesome, unique, and one of a 

kind! 

Stronger together, leave no one behind! 

Here at the place called Camp 

Waterfall, 

We’re all for inclusion, inclusion for 

all! 
 

All About Grief by Dr. Lora-Ellen 

McKinney is intended for children 9-

13 years old. The review says, “Grief 

is a normal, natural response to loss. 

Everyone experiences it in different 

ways. You can't avoid it. Grief can 

be hard to understand and difficult to 

talk about. Dr. Lora-Ellen McKinney, 

a psychologist who has worked with 

children experiencing grief, looks at 

grief from many different angles, 

examining how it influences our 

emotions and relationships, our 

brains and bodies, and our behavior. 

Preteen readers will get to know 

when and why we are most likely to 

grieve, what purpose grief serves, 

and strategies for healing and finding 

hope moving forward.” 
 

These books can be found on the 

coffee table in the ULC Library. Be 

sure to stop in and look at all that is 

available. 
 

The Library Team 

 

. A New Journey Together 
 

In the year since its inception, Coffee Connections has 

evolved. We began as a casual coffee hour with no set 

agenda; LGBTQ individuals and allies met to 

socialize and talk about anything. Then we 

became more structured, offering discussion 

questions for the group to ponder, talk about, 

and grow together. Starting in September, and 

continuing for at least the next few months, 

Coffee Connections will be discussing 

highlights from the book Embracing Queer 

Family by Nia and Katie Chiarmonte. It’s a book about 

exploring identity and strengthening communities 

through radical love, acceptance, and mutual healing. 
 

The goal of Coffee Connections has always been to 

bridge the perceived gap between LGBTQ individuals 

and the church. Through exploring the highlights of 

this book, it is my hope that we will continue to grow 

together, learn about our LGBTQ neighbors, and work 

toward healing wounds that are sometimes brought 

about through religious trauma. If you would like to 

join us on this journey or receive updates through email 

about future Coffee Connection gatherings, reach out to 

me at jaytopham@gmail.com.    ~Jay DuBois-Jones

mailto:louiseharder81@gmail.com
mailto:jaytopham@gmail.com
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Music Notes 
 

ULC Vocal Music 
Please Join Us - Everyone is Welcome! 

 

Music for Children 
• Children's Choir with Mrs. Janine will 

happen after church on select 

Sundays, as part of Sunday Fundays. 

Our first rehearsal will be Sunday, 

Oct. 12.  

• Children's Choir director, Janine Novenske Smith 

• Accompanist, John Dale Smith  
 

New Hope Singers 
• New Hope Singers (NHS) is ULC's vocal ensemble 

for college students, high school students, and young 

adults. 

• NHS rehearses after worship on select Sundays and 

sings during Sunday morning worship approximately 

twice a semester. 

• NHS director, Janine Novenske Smith 

• Accompanist, John Dale Smith 
 

Senior Choir 
• The Senior Choir rehearses on Thursday 

evenings, from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in 

the Sanctuary. 

• The choir sings during Sunday morning worship on 

scheduled Sunday mornings, normally every other 

week. 

• First Rehearsal: Thursday, September 4th, in the 

sanctuary 

• Senior Choir director: Janine Novenske Smith 

• Accompanist, Kristie W. Wiggert 
 

Janine Novenske Smith 

 

Join the Handbell Choir! 
 

Handbells will start rehearsals on Monday, Sept. 8 from 6 to 7 p.m. in the sanctuary.  New 

ringers are welcome. Please contact Louise Paquette (paquetl47@gmail.com) if you are 

interested. No experience needed! 
 

Louise Paquette (paquetl47@gmail.com) 

 

Handbells in Worship – No Experience Needed! 
 

Have you ever wanted to play 

handbells in worship but felt you 

couldn’t commit to joining the 

handbell choir? Good news, there are 

many simple, meaningful ways to be 

involved without a long-term 

commitment! 
 

Picture this: 

• Children joyfully shaking Kidz 

Bells during Be Not Afraid 

• Chords ringing out on key beats 

of How Firm a Foundation 

• A festive peal introducing Joy to 

the World 

• Random, joyful ringing during 

This Is My Father’s World 

• And on All Saints Day, a solemn 

bell toll rung in remembrance of 

each of our beloved saints, 

honoring their lives and witness in 

our faith community 
 

These are just a few examples of 

how handbells can enhance not only 

our hymns but also other parts of the 

liturgy. You don’t need to read 

music, I’ll let you know exactly 

when to ring. 

Interested in giving it a try? 
 

Let me know! I’ll add you to a list 

and reach out when a “Ring on a 

Hymn” Sunday is coming up. 

You’ll get the hymn and ringing 

technique in advance, and we’ll have 

a brief rehearsal that morning.  
 

Come and be part of something 

joyful, sacred, and resonant—one 

ring at a time. 

Louise Paquette, 

paquetl47@gmail.com

 

Continuing for 2025-2026 concert season, Ten Pound Fiddle will again hold larger 
events and concerts at University Lutheran Church.   
 

For more information and to view the concert schedule: https://www.tenpound 
fiddle.org/calendar/ 

mailto:paquetl47@gmail.com
mailto:paquetl47@gmail.com
mailto:paquetl47@gmail.com
https://www.tenpoundfiddle.org/calendar/
https://www.tenpoundfiddle.org/calendar/
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Book Nook is as Popular as Ever 
 

The Book Nook is now 

six years old and 

remains very popular 

with the community. 

The Book Nook is used 

most often during 

Spring, Summer, and 

Fall, when temperatures 

are more moderate. 
 

Bibles remain the most 

frequently taken books. 

Even though Beth left a 

huge stock of Bibles, I’m going to 

have to order many more. I like 

Beth’s idea of ordering a few Bibles 

in different languages. We are trying 

something new and adding Bible 

Study questions to each Bible to help 

people discover the power 

and love of Jesus.  
 

Mandy is creating a flyer 

to include in each book 

that provides information 

about the small group 

opportunities available at 

ULC, as these groups may 

be of interest to members 

of the community. A flyer 

will include children’s 

learning opportunities also.   
 

Thank you to Beth Rahe for 

beginning this ministry and helping it 

become so popular. Thank you to 

Tammy Williams for helping me to 

keep the Book Nook stocked! And 

thank you to ULC for continuing to 

support the Book Nook. Many 

people have donated books in the 

basket in the Narthex, which helps 

keep our collection vibrant and ever 

changing. 

 

Like Beth, I am interested in 

exploring the impact that selected 

books have on individuals' lives. I 

spoke with an MSU student who 

enjoyed reading a Mitch Albom book 

taken from the Book Nook. He 

sounded excited as we discussed it. 
 

Thank you for continuing to support 

this ministry! 
  

Judy Thompson 

 

September Outreach of the Month 

Kids Hope USA 

Making a Difference! 
 

Kids Hope is the September Outreach 

of the Month. This collection will 

provide funds to maintain this 

ministry. The national organization of 

Kids Hope USA has an annual fee of 

$450 that covers extensive training in 

person and online by their staff and 

experts on topics such as reading, child 

safety, closure and much more. 

Donations also help to purchase books, 

games, puzzles, art supplies etc. for 

mentors to use with their students as 

well as special activities/projects at the 

school. 
 

Contribute financially using the 

“donate” button on our website 

(www.ulcel.org), by sending a check 

to the church office, placing a check in 

the offering plate, or by direct deposit 

in our MSUFCU account. Please designate “Kids Hope 

USA” in the memo section. 
 

The Kids Hope USA ministry at ULC ended the summer 

fundraiser for school supplies with delivering them to 

Forest View Elementary School on Aug. 18. The goal of 

SOS (Supply Our Students) was to provide all students at 

the school with the tools to set up a study 

center at home. A big thank you goes to 

Staples for assisting in ordering the 

supplies at bulk rate prices and providing 

some items free. The endowment 

committee and ULC members were also 

instrumental in donating funds to pay for 

school supplies.     
 

With the start of the 2025-2026 school 

year, the Kids Hope USA ministry can 

now direct its attention to mentoring 

Forest View students. Mentors, prayer 

partners, and students need to be 

recruited. The principal and teachers will 

recommend students that would benefit 

from working with a mentor for one hour 

each week. Mentors are volunteers that 

enjoy working with students and wish to 

establish a relationship with a student, so 

he or she feels special and loved. Prayer partners support 

and encourage mentors in this ministry.   
 

Are you willing to make a difference for a student one 

hour a week? Contact Kids Hope USA Directors at ULC:  
  

Barbara Kissling, barbkissling@gmail.com 

Debbie Heidrich, debbie.heidrich@gmail.com 

School supplies purchased with 
the “Supply Our Students” funds, 
ready for Forest View students. 

http://www.ulcel.org/
mailto:barbkissling@gmail.com
mailto:debbie.heidrich@gmail.com
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Prayers & Squares Chapter 163 
 

Supporting Many Missions 
 

Recent outreach projects 

from Prayers & Squares 

include: 
 

• A Baby Quilt Workshop 

took place on Saturday, 

June 21. More than 

twenty people joined in 

the fun and fellowship to 

make blankets for the 

Baby Pantry at Trinity 

Lutheran Church in New 

Era, MI. Susan Christensen gave a presentation 

explaining their commitment to the families of the 

area. We are most thankful to her daughter Liz who 

introduced us to this wonderful ministry. She 

delivered more quilts in August before moving to 

Florida. 

• A Quilt of Valor was awarded to Michael Mahoney 

in appreciation for his service to our nation. Debbie 

Viele and Kelly Carpenter nominated their friend 

who is a Vietnam veteran. 

• Pastor Jan Hite, who was an active member at ULC 

while attending MSU, has a terrific outreach program 

at Redeemer Lutheran Church in Lansing. We 

recently sent 15 more quilts to help with this mission. 

• Three sewing machines, eight quilts, several fleece 

blankets, tote bags, placemats, fabric, and thread 

were taken to St. Vincent’s Catholic Services for the 

refugees who are settling in the Lansing area. 

Mark your calendars for these 

upcoming events: 
 

• Sunday, Sept. 7 will be 

our Fall Craft Sale before and 

after the worship service. Ann 

has been making items to get 

you in the mood for tailgating 

and decorating for the Fall 

season. 

• Saturday, Sept. 27 will 

be a Fall Fun Sewing Day! We 

have been gifted Fall fabric that isn’t appropriate for 

prayer quilts, but perfect to make table toppers. We 

will begin at 10 a.m., enjoy lunch at noon and be 

ready to wrap up the day by 3 p.m. There is no 

charge for the event. It would be 

helpful if you were able to bring 

your own sewing machine to free up 

ours for folks who need them. Save 

the day to make a table topper for 

your own home or as a gift. 
 

A dedicated group continues to meet each Tuesday 

morning in the Fellowship Hall from 10 a.m. until  

12:30 p.m. to make prayer quilts as well as bed size quilts 

for the refugees. 
 

If you know someone who needs our prayers with a quilt, 

please contact Ann Booren, Bobbie Davis or one of the 

pastors. 
 

Bobbie Davis
 

Home Brewing for the Summer 
 

Pub Theology took a break from visiting bars during the 

summer to enjoy Home Brewed Theology, where we 

went to different members’ homes to discuss life, faith, 

and current events. As we transition back into Pub 

Theology for the Fall, contact me if you would like to be 

added to the monthly email list. Wherever we meet, God 

and good fellowship is present! 
 

Jay DuBois-Jones

Two of the Home Brewed Theology meetings this summer. 

Participants in the summer Baby Quilt Workshop. 
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ULC Small Groups 
 

Check Out Our Small Groups! 
 

Young Adults Small Group 
This new group welcomes singles and couples in 

the 20 to 30 age range. We meet for fellowship 

through game nights or outings using the app 

“Group Me.” Contact Nate Ward natethelaker@gmail 

.com to be added to our email list. 
 

Caregiver Support Group 
A support group for people who are full-time 

caregivers for family members with health 

challenges. They generally meet on a Saturday 

and are discussing the book “Refilling the Reservoirs.” 

Contact Sue Kamens suealkamn@aol.com. 
 

Saturday Morning Bible Study 
This study group meets every Saturday from 

10:45 a.m. to noon in the ULC Library. Bring 

your favorite Bible. Contact: Stephanie Hall 

halfmindedsunflower@gmail.com  
 

Coffee Connections 
This group provides a safe space for 

LGBTQ people to discuss their lives over a 

cup of coffee. All ULC members and 

guests, whether LGBTQ or not, are 

welcome to join for this casual coffee hour. We meet on 

the last Saturday of the month at 10 a.m. Contact: Jay 

DuBois-Jones at jaytopham@gmail.com. 
 

Brunch Bunch 
Brunch Bunch is a fellowship group and all 

women and friends of ULC are invited. We 

meet on the second Thursday of the month at 

9:30 a.m.at the IHOP in E. Lansing. 
 

Faith, Writing & Reflection 
This small group meets on Zoom and uses 

journaling to reflect upon their faith. They 

meet on Tuesdays from 2:45 to 4:15 pm. 

Contact: Carole Ford cfordllp@yahoo.com. 
.. 

Southside Fourth Friday Friends 
If you live in Holt/Mason, consider joining this 

group at 1.p.m. at the Delhi Café in Holt on the 

fourth Friday of each month. Contact Kris 

Stowe. 
 

Prayers & Squares 
Sewers of all skill levels are invited to join this 

ministry that creates prayer quilts (and more) 

throughout the year. They meet in the 

Fellowship Hall every Tuesday from 10 a.m. to 

12:30 p.m. Contact: Ann Booren, boorena@msu.edu or 

Bobbie Davis, bobbieanndavis80@gmail.com 
 

Pub Theology 
Join us in person every last Tuesday from 7-

8:30 p.m. in various Lansing area bars. We 

discuss four or five questions involving 

spiritual topics, philosophy, life, and theology. 

Check the ULC calendar for the location each month or 

contact Jay DeBois-Jones at jaytopham@gmail.com. 
 

Lectio Devina 
Lectio Divina meets virtually Wednesdays at 

noon on Zoom. God in Scripture (Lectio Divina) 

is a way of listening to the texts of Scripture as 

if we were in conversation with Christ and He 

was suggesting the topics. Contact Bill Trevarthen 

bill.trevarthen@gmail.com. 
 

Mushers 
This fellowship group is for all men and friends 

of ULC. They meet every Thursday (Day 

Change!) at 8 a.m. at the IHOP in E. Lansing. 

Contact Emmett Braselton  braselto@msu.edu. 
 

Tuesday AM Bible Study 
This group meets every Tuesday from 7:30-

8:30 a.m. on Zoom. The Bible study reviews 

the biblical texts for the upcoming Sunday. 

Copies of the texts are sent a couple of days before the 

study. Contact Larry Wagenknecht 

larry.wagenknecht@gmail.com for the Zoom link. 
 

Bible Study Circles 
Amnos meets at 9:30 a.m. on the third 

Wednesday of the month. We currently meet at 

Burcham Hills Retirement Center. Amnos 

Circle is the only circle that has male 

participants. Please join us! Contact: Carol Mackin 

carol.mackin.2000@ gmail.com. 
 

Rhodon Circle meets the third Wednesday of 

the month at 1 p.m. in the Fireside Room. They 

use the Bible study from the Gather magazine, 

a publication of the Women of the ELCA. Contact 

Connie Lenkowski connielenkowski@gmail.com. 
 

Lychnion Circle meets the third Tuesday of 

the month at 12:30 p.m. They use the Bible 

study from the Gather Magazine each month. 

Contact: Carolyn Lohr aclohr@comcast.net. 
 

Continued on page 10. 

mailto:natethelaker@gmail.com
mailto:natethelaker@gmail.com
mailto:suealkamn@aol.com
mailto:halfmindedsunflower@gmail.com
mailto:jaytopham@gmail.com
mailto:cfordllp@yahoo.com
mailto:boorena@msu.edu
mailto:bobbieanndavis80@gmail.com
mailto:jaytopham@gmail.com
mailto:bill.trevarthen@gmail.com
mailto:braselto@msu.edu
mailto:larry.wagenknecht@gmail.com
mailto:carol.mackin.2000@%20gmail.com
mailto:connielenkowski@gmail.com
mailto:aclohr@comcast.net
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ULC Book Club 
 

Join Us to Discuss Black Detroit 
 

The ULC Book Club will meet on Thursday, 

Sept. 18 at our new meeting time of 1:30 p.m. 

We will discuss Black Detroit: A People’s 

History of Self-Determination by Herb Boyd. 

This book takes an in-depth look at how Black 

Detroiters shaped the city’s politics, culture and 

economy through the years. 
 

We will continue to meet on the third Thursday 

of the month; however we have moved our meeting time 

to 1:30 p.m. We offer three ways to participate. You can 

join us in person at ULC in the Fireside room, join us via 

ZOOM or we can send you a recording of the discussion. 
 

We depend on email to keep those wishing to 

attend informed of any changes in meeting time 

or location as well as the books we choose for our 

discussions. If you would like to join us, please 

reach out to Beth Rahe bwojan1@gmail.com or 

Mary Kotnik at mkotnik@ comcast.net so we can 

add you to our email list. 
 

Looking ahead: Our October book is The Lion 

Women of Tehran by Marjan Kamali. 
 

Beth Rahe and Mary Kotnik 

 
Shopping for Winter Warmth 

 

Have you ever been cold in the 

winter? 
 

Do you like to shop yard or sidewalk 

sales? 
 

St. Luke Lutheran Coat Bank 2025 is 

in the need of new or gently used 

winter apparel. They are in their 19th 

year of distributing to those in need 

in Ingham, Eaton, Clinton and 

Shiawassee Counties 

 

Coats of all sizes, infants, children, 

teen, and adult are needed; especially 

adult plus sizes. Hats, gloves, 

mittens, and boots are also needed. 

 

Items can be dropped off at two 

locations: 
 

 

 

St. Luke Lutheran /Christ Campus 

122 South Pennsylvania Ave, 

Lansing 

Phone (517) 482-2252 

 

St. Luke Lutheran /Meridian Campus 

5589 Van Atta, Haslett  

Phone (517) 339-9119 
 

The distribution days begin in 

October and continue through 

December 2025. 

 

For questions:  

Call Carol Dreps (517) 482-2252 at 

Christ Campus 

Call or text Darra Haase (989) 506-

8723 at ULC 

 

Note: Please do not leave items at 

ULC 

 

Items Can be delivered directly to St. 

Luke campuses 

 

Or call Carol Dreps for pick-up of 

items! 

               

Thank you 

Darra & Steve Haase 

 

Live by Faith 

Grow in Grace 

Walk in Love 

 
 
ULC Small Groups continued from page 10. 
 

Tight Knit 
We meet every Monday from 4 to 6:30 p.m. 

to knit/crochet items for charity and to share 

fellowship. Don’t knit or crochet; we’ll teach 

you! We meet in the Fireside Room. Contact: 

Anne Smith, asmith1959@hotmail.com. 

 

ULC Book Club 
We meet on the third Thursday of the month at 

1:30 p.m. from September through May 

(except Dec.) to share fellowship and discuss 

the selected book. Contact: Beth Rahe bwojan1@ 

gmail.com or Mary Kotnik mkotnik@comcast.net. 

mailto:bwojan1@gmail.com
mailto:mkotnik@comcast.net
mailto:asmith1959@hotmail.com
mailto:bwojan1@gmail.com
mailto:bwojan1@gmail.com
mailto:mkotnik@comcast.net
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If You Have Questions about Gluten, You Are Not Alone 
 

When people ask me about my 

gluten free diet, they typically ask 

me the following questions. Why are 

you avoiding eating gluten and what 

would happen to you if you did eat 

some by mistake? And what is gluten 

anyway?  
 

It may seem like eating gluten free is 

the latest fad diet. But for a growing 

number of people eliminating gluten 

from their diet is essential for their 

physical and mental wellbeing. 

Gluten is a protein found in certain 

grains, including wheat, rye, and 

barley. It is responsible for the elastic 

and chewy texture of many foods, 

such as bread, pasta, and cookies. In 

people with Celiac disease even the 

smallest amounts of gluten can 

trigger an immune response leading 

to damage to the intestinal lining. 

Symptoms range from gastro-

intestinal (GI) complaints, painful 

joints, rashes, fatigue, and brain fog. 

Over time the damage prevents 

nutrient absorption resulting in 

anemia, malnutrition and bone loss. 

Although rare, some people with 

Celiac disease have no subjective 

symptoms. A biopsy of the intestine 

taken in a patient currently eating 

gluten is required for diagnosis. For 

people with Celiac disease, it is very 

important they avoid gluten all their 

life. 
 

People that have gluten intolerance 

find that exposure to gluten exacer-

bates the inflammation and pain of a 

variety of autoimmune and chronic 

conditions ranging from arthritis to 

Irritable Bowel Syndrome and even 

migraine. They literally get sick 

when they eat gluten with symptoms 

ranging from abdominal pain with 

diarrhea and/or constipation, joint 

pain, headaches, fatigue, brain fog, 

even anxiety and depression. Many 

of these people were initially told to 

try a gluten free diet by their 

physician and have stayed gluten free 

because they simply feel so much 

better when avoiding it. 
 

I avoid gluten because it does make 

me sick. I am not willing to eat a diet 

with gluten in it for six weeks so they 

can test me for Celiac so I assume I 

have gluten intolerance. For the first 

five decades of my life, I thought it 

was normal to have stomach pain 

after each meal. Now, if I am 

exposed, I experience the full gamut 

of symptoms mentioned above. 
 

You may have noticed that groups 

within ULC, such as Council, the 

Care, Racial Justice, and Welcome 

Teams, and Team Honduras, have 

been working to provide gluten free 

options for our members who need 

them. The Accessibility Team is also 

working to be sure food is accurately 

labeled. 
 

We can all love and support our 

neighbors who need to avoid gluten 

by including some gluten free 

options when planning a community 

meal, celebration, or coffee hour.  It 

truly does make me feel valued and 

loved when I see a gluten free option 

is available. Feel free to reach out to 

the Accessibility Team if you have 

questions or observations on how to 

make ULC a more welcoming place 

to those with special dietary needs. 
 

Beth Rahe, Accessibility Team

 

2025 Local Benevolence Distributions 
 

The ULC Constitution requires that the Social Action 

Team make recommendations to Council regarding the 

disbursement of Local Benevolence funds. 

This year $4,000 was budgeted for Local 

Benevolence. In addition, the Social Action 

Team parked a basketball game last February 

and generated $460 in parking revenue. The  

$460 will be included in the disbursements.  

 
 

This year we had a record ten applications. It was decided 

to fund two groups by other means. Council approved the 

following recommendations at their Aug. 19 meeting. 
 

$700 to the Special Olympics. One of our members, Liz 

Viele is a participant in Special Olympics, and they are 

raising money for five athletes to travel to Minnesota for 

the USA Games.  

$700 to Willow Tree Family Center. Our support will 

help them with their annual Black Santa event.  

$700 to Respite Volunteers of Shiawassee. This 

organization provides relief for caregivers.  

$700 to the Justice League of Greater Lansing 

(JLGL). JLGL seeks to heal and repair the damage 

caused by slavery and inequality by connecting faith 

communities and racial justice via reparations.  

$700 to Lansing Intentional Communities. They 

provide housing for special needs individuals. 

$320 to Michigan Citizens for Prison Reform. This 

organization seeks to reform the prison system and works 

extensively with the families of prisoners. 

$320 to St. Luke Lutheran Coat Bank. The Coat Bank 

provides winter coats and accessories to anyone needing 

them.  

$320 to St. Michaels Episcopal Gun Buyback Program. 

This is their fourth annual gun buyback. 
 

Bryan Rahe, Social Action Team 
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Racial Justice Team 
 
The Racial Justice Team invites you to clear your 

calendar and join us to create a community of faithful 
antiracists. 
 

Understanding Racism Workshop 
 

Nov. 7-9, 2025  
Friday 6-9 p.m. 
Saturday 9-6 p.m. 
Sunday 12:30-4:30 p.m. 
 

In-person at University 
Lutheran Church 
 

The University Lutheran Church Racial Justice Team is 

hosting a CORE (Communities Organizing for Racial 
Equity) workshop this fall. We are inviting your 

community to join us in co-sponsoring this life-changing, 

congregation-changing, and city-changing experience. 
 

Workshop Goals 

• To see and learn about racism in a new and 
redemptive way.  

• To gain insights into systemic racism through the 

eyes of faith and Scripture.  

• To see more of the connections between history and 

contemporary race relations.  

• To identify organizing opportunities to “eliminate 
racism, both causes and effects, within the body of 

believers and throughout the world.”  

• To create a community of faithful antiracists in 

Lansing 
 

First-time attendees must be present the entire time, all 

days. 
 

Cost 
$50 per person for White participants 

$25 per person for BIPOC participants 
Scholarships available 

Fee includes training, meals, and workbook 
 

For more information and to register, visit the ULC 

website www.ulcel.org or scan the QR code. 

 

Food Packing Event with the Islamic Center 
 

When we originally reached out in 

May to ask for donations for the 

Food Packing Event, we were hoping 

to reach a goal of $1,750, which 

would pay for our half of the 10,000-

meal minimum. As of June, we had 

almost $2,300 in donations from 

University Lutheran Church! This is 

going to allow us to provide nearly 

12,000 meals in total. We appreciate 

the amazing generosity of the entire 

University Lutheran Church family. 

 

Now that we have the funding, we 

need human power. This year, the 

Food Packing Event is scheduled for 

Sunday, Sept. 28 at 11:30 a.m. ULC 

is hosting this year in our Fellowship 

Hall right after the service that 

Sunday. We will need at least 35 to 

40 volunteers from ULC to make this 

event successful. Anyone five and up 

can participate in the event, and there 

will be workstations available for 

those who cannot stand for long 

periods. It typically will take an hour 

and a half for all of us working 

together to package all these meals. 

 

There is a sign up in the narthex, or 

you can sign up via this link. 

Additionally, we will need the help 

of 5-10 individuals who are able to 

do some lifting and moving during 

the service on Sept. 28 in order to get 

set up prior to the event. If you 

would be able to assist with this, 

please reach out to Jay DuBois-Jones 

or Vicki Anderson.  

 

Together, we can have another 

successful Food Packing Event with 

our neighbors at the Islamic Center.  
 

Jay DuBois-Jones and  

Vicki Anderson 

ULC members visited the MSU Broad Art Museum on June 14 
and received a curated tour by Dalina A. Perdomo Álvarez of the 

exhibit, “Farmland, Food, Justice & Sovereignty.” 

http://www.ulcel.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0945ABAB2FA0FCC16-57987059-food#/
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From the President 
 

Heartfelt Thanks and Busy Fall Ahead! 
 

After a busy school year, the summer 

found council with a light agenda, 

and we did not meet in June or July. 

Council resumed regular meetings on 

August 19 and held a long but 

productive meeting. 

However, before I 

get to that, I want to 

thank Lynn Kriser 

for taking over for 

me after my 

mother’s death, and 

to thank all of you 

for the support that 

Kat and I received as 

we traveled to Colorado often during 

June, July, and August. Things have 

settled down for now and I do not 

expect another trip until October.  
 

 

In August ULC had emergency 

repairs made to the parking lot after a 

rapid deterioration in late spring and 

through the summer. Although we 

hope that these repairs will give us a 

few more years of use, council and 

the facilities team are discussing the 

need for both a better funded 

maintenance/emergency fund, and 

the likely need for a capital campaign 

in the next few years. At some point 

the entire parking lot 

will need to be 

removed to the 

substrate and repaved. 

Another expensive 

maintenance need in 

the future will be the 

roof. While there are 

no known significant 

issues with the roof at 

this time, it will not last forever. 

Please consider both of these needs 

as we move forward with budgeting 

and stewardship. 

 

To that end, the “Stew Crew” has 

been meeting regularly and has some 

preliminary ideas for the fall pledge 

drive. The finance team is actively 

working on the 2026 budget and 

council is anticipating receiving a 

draft budget soon. There are several 

things that need to be done before a 

budget is presented to the 

congregation, but great progress has 

been made. 

 

Finally, Louise Montag has been 

leading a group that is working on 

updating both the Mission Statement 

and the Vision Statement for ULC. 

Look for an opportunity to review 

the proposed new statements and to 

offer feedback before they are 

presented for approval at the annual 

meeting. Speaking of which, please 

reserve Sunday December 7 for the 

annual meeting, to be held 

immediately after worship. 

 

Again, my and Kat’s heartfelt thanks 

to all at ULC who have made getting 

through the last few months easier. 

As I resume my duties it is 

comforting to know what a 

welcoming place ULC is, and I look 

forward to what the future holds. 
 

Mike Sweat 

ULC President

 

 
 
 

ULC Council conducted business via 

email in July and held a hybrid meeting 

on Aug. 19, 2025. The following are 

some highlights: 
 

• The Council has reviewed the draft 

updates to our Mission and Vision 

statements. Thank you to all who have shared your 

time, ideas, and passion throughout this process. Stay 

tuned for more opportunities to engage in conversation 

as a congregation as we work to ensure these 

statements truly reflect the values that guide our 

shared work. 

• Council approved $24,000 in time-sensitive parking 

repairs. While this work is covered by the Capital 

Fund, the fund is now depleted.  

• Council continues to work on the 

Building Use Policy. 

• Council approved the Social 

Action Team’s Local Benevolent 

disbursement recommendations. ULC 

will be supporting eight organizations 

this year: Willow Tree Family Center, Respite 

Volunteers of Shiawassee, Justice League of Greater 

Lansing, Lansing Institutional Communities, and 

Special Olympics, Michigan Citizens for Prison 

Reform, St. Michaels Episcopal Gun Buyback 

Program, and St. Luke Lutheran Church Coat Bank.  
  

Emily Kirkpatrick 

ULC Secretary
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The Greater Church 
 

Care for the Refugee and Immigrant Community 
 

On and after Jan. 20, 2025, President 

Trump issued several Executive 

Orders which affect churches that 

support refugee and immigrant 

populations.   
 

The key Executive Order rescinds 

the protection of Sensitive Locations, 

which includes churches. This 

means that enforcement agents 

can enter a church to search for 

refugees and immigrants.  The only 

limitation on areas which they can 

enter is dependent on what areas are “private” or 

“public.”  A private area is one limited to certain persons, 

such as the parsonage or the pastor’s office. A public area 

is where the general public can enter, such as the lobby or 

worship area.   
 

Enforcement agents can enter the public areas of a church 

without a warrant.  To enter private areas, a warrant 

signed by a judge is needed or permission (pastor or 

church officer). The church should identify which areas 

of the church are public or private and mark the private 

areas clearly by signs. 
 

The National Immigration Law Center has a list of 

recommendations for formerly Sensitive Locations like 

the church to take: 

1. Develop a written response policy and preparedness 

plans in advance. 

2. Designate an authorized person within the 

congregation to review warrants and subpoenas. 

3. Understand the distinctions between public and 

private areas. 

4. Train non-authorized staff and volunteers how to 

respond to ICE and other enforcement agent 

requests. 

5. Document all interactions with enforcement agents. 

https://www.nilc.org/resources/factsheet-trumps-

rescission-of-protected-areas-policies-undermines-safety-

for-all/ 
 

Additionally, the church can help inform individuals of 

their rights.  Even undocumented individuals have 

rights under the Fourth and Fifth Amendments to the 

US Constitution. The ELCA’s AMMPARO advises the 

following: 

1. You have the right not to speak and to decline to 

answer questions. You should always remain silent. 

2. You have the right to refuse to show ID or other 

documents. 

3. You have the right to refuse to 

discuss your immigration status. 

4. You have the right to speak to a 

lawyer. 

5. You have the right to see a 

warrant. 

6. Generally, you have the right to 

refuse to give your name, but you 

may have to give your name if you 

are stopped in public while they are 

investigating a crime. 

7. Ask if you are under arrest or are 

free to leave and walk away if not under arrest. 

8. Contact your embassy or consulate. 

9. Refuse to sign anything, especially if it hasn’t been 

reviewed by your lawyer. 
 

During an encounter: 

1. Ask the officer what law enforcement agency they 

are from. If they say police, ask what specific 

department or agency they work for. Officers are 

required to identify themselves. 

2. Ask if they have a warrant. 

3. Show your “know-your-rights” card to the officer.  

Printable cards can be found at 

https://www.cliniclegal.org/resources/protecting-

your-community/know-your-rights and at 

https://www.ilrc.org/red-cards-tarjetas-rojas 

4. Tell the officer if you have children and think you 

may be arrested. 

5. Do not lie about status. 

6. Do not give fake or fraudulent ID or documents. 

7. Do not disclose your lack of immigration status if 

that is the case. 

8. Do not resist arrest. 

9. Do not use force of any kind. 

10. Do not run. 

11. Do not sign anything you do not understand, cannot 

read or that you don’t want to sign. 
 

https://blogs.elca.org/ammparo/the-latest-kyr/ 

And for refugees and immigrants at home, this advice 

from readytostay.org (https://readytostay.org/immigrants/ 

resources/5-things-to-do-if-ice-shows-up-at-your-door) 
 

May God’s blessing be upon you as you share the love of 

Jesus. 
 

Lynn Kriser 

ULC President-Elect 

This is an example of a card available in 
English, Espanol, and Portugues to print 

out at the link listed below. 

https://www.nilc.org/resources/factsheet-trumps-rescission-of-protected-areas-policies-undermines-safety-for-all/
https://www.nilc.org/resources/factsheet-trumps-rescission-of-protected-areas-policies-undermines-safety-for-all/
https://www.nilc.org/resources/factsheet-trumps-rescission-of-protected-areas-policies-undermines-safety-for-all/
https://www.cliniclegal.org/resources/protecting-your-community/know-your-rights
https://www.cliniclegal.org/resources/protecting-your-community/know-your-rights
https://www.ilrc.org/red-cards-tarjetas-rojas
https://blogs.elca.org/ammparo/the-latest-kyr/
https://readytostay.org/immigrants/%20resources/5-things-to-do-if-ice-shows-up-at-your-door
https://readytostay.org/immigrants/%20resources/5-things-to-do-if-ice-shows-up-at-your-door
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ULC People 

 

Ann Booren 
recognized for 
Quilting and 
Crafting 
Ann Booren, a long-time 

ULC member was recently 

featured in the Aug/Sept 

2025 MSU Retirees 

Association Spartan Senior 

Newsletter. In an article entitled “Ann Booren makes the 

world a more colorful one,” author Audrey Dayton writes 

about Ann’s love for colorful fabric, quilting and creating 

useful items out of fabric scraps. To read the entire 

article, go to https://retirees.msu.edu and click on the 

Spartan Senior Newsletter link.  
 

 

 

 

Thank You from Beth and Amanda 
Many thanks to our ULC 

community for keeping new 

mom Amanda and baby Franklin 

in your prayers. Frankie weighed 

11 pounds 14 ounces at his four-

month appointment Aug. 4th 

more than doubling his weight 

since birth. Monday through 

Friday he is capturing the hearts 

of his caretakers and making 

friends at the Kindercare Daycare Center in the Chicago 

neighborhood of Beverly. Amanda keeps the cards sent 

by the Care Team displayed on her table where she can 

see them on a daily basis. Knowing that the community 

she grew up in is sending their love and prayers means a 

lot.  It is a comfort to Grandma’s heart as well, so once 

again Thank You! 

Beth Rahe 

 

A Season of Gratitude for ULC’s Music Ministry 
 

As summer draws to a close and after 

a well-earned rest, it’s a fitting time 

to reflect on the rich musical 

tradition at University Lutheran 

Church (ULC). We are 

truly blessed to have 

dedicated leaders in our 

Music Ministry—Janine, 

Kristie, John Dale, and 

Louise—who  

generously share their 

expertise and passion for worship 

through music. 
 

One of the enduring strengths of our 

music program has been the addition 

of scholarship students. Their 

participation has not only 

strengthened the senior choir but also 

forged lasting partnerships with 

Michigan State University and 

Lansing Community College. 

Through Janine and John Dale’s 

deep connections in the local music 

scene, ULC has continued to grow 

this vibrant outreach. 
 

Our ties to local high schools and 

universities have also allowed us to 

enhance worship with professional 

musicians for special events. From a 

brass quartet accompanying the 

Hallelujah Chorus to instrumental 

solos enriching our Sunday anthems, 

these moments are truly 

special blessings—ones 

not every congregation 

gets to enjoy. 
 

ULC’s worship continues 

to evolve, embracing new 

forms of expression. From 

jazz, bluegrass, and liturgical dance 

to cultural celebrations featuring 

traditional costumes and music, these 

experiences have broadened our 

spiritual horizons and brought joy 

and reflection to our community. 
 

Groups such as the New Hope 

Singers, Children’s Choir, and 

Handbell Choir are also vital to our 

music ministry. The joy and 

enthusiasm of our youngest singers 

uplift us all, while the growth of New 

Hope Singers shows our ministry 

actively at work. 
 

Even during the challenges of 

COVID, our music ministry rose to 

the occasion. Through many hours of 

extra effort, leaders and musicians 

produced virtual anthems like 

Blessing, joining voices from around 

the world in song—an experience 

that was both powerful and unifying. 
 

With the renovation of our church 

organ, another avenue for musical 

expression has opened. Kristie’s 

exceptional range on the organ, along 

with John Dale’s masterful work on 

the grand piano, continues to fill our 

sanctuary with beauty and 

inspiration. 
 

The dedication and countless hours 

our music leaders pour into this 

ministry may not always be visible, 

but they are deeply appreciated. As 

we pause before the start of another 

school year, we offer our heartfelt 

thanks. 
 

Thank you, Janine, Kristie, John 

Dale, and Louise. 
 

Soli Deo Gloria—To God alone be 

the glory. 
 

ULC Sr. Choir Members 

https://retirees.msu.edu/
https://retirees.msu.edu/Newsletter%20Archive/2025-2029%20Newsletters/2025-Aug-Sept-Newsletter.pdf
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September Birthdays 
 

 2 Brianna Green   

 6 Paul Kindel 

 7  Brandon Baswell 

  Michael Christensen 

12 Karen Holden 

14 Max Helser  

  Louise Montag 

15 Cathy Clugston 

  Isabelle Letcher 

16 Matthew Uebel 

18 Paul Kotnik 

  Lindsay Sadler  

19 Cindy Baswell 

  Sandy Davis 

19 Lisa Swem 

20 Marilyn Johnson 

21 Robert Smith 

22 Gabrielle Gallagher 

24 James Cox 

25 Kathy Bracken 

  Jean Christensen 

26 Kris Callen 

  Jeffrey Guilfoyle 

  Mark Johnson 

26 Adelyn Karcher 

27 Donna Carl 

  Henry McPhall 

29 Vera Shaw 

30 Phyllis Kost 96 

  

September Wedding 

Anniversaries 
 

 4 Nathan & Claire Ward

 7 David & Debbie Gift 

12 Jay & Myra Kim  

16 Andrew Hagman & Erin 

Frisch 
 Craig & Wanda Ophaug 

17 Mark & Marilyn Johnson 

18 David & Cindy Ramsey 

21 Jerry & Jan Becker 

24 Travis and Tali Hylen 
26 Michael & Melissa Masnyj 

 

ULC Archives 

A Screen in the Sanctuary? 
 

What? A Screen in the ULC Sanctuary? Oh My! was the 

heading for an article in the August/September Lux in 

2021. Although I probably read the article, I found the 

pictures fascinating after we have had time using the 

screen and marveling at how it fits into the worship 

experience.  
 

Pastor Gary Bunge said in the article: “If our pandemic 

online worship experience this past year and a half has 

taught us anything, it is that multimedia, artwork, and 

video have a place in our worship life. And not simply 

just a place, it has enriched our worship life and enabled 

us to worship and communicate in powerful ways that 

would not otherwise be possible. Telling the Gospel 

message through artwork (paintings, stained glass 

windows) has been an important part of the church’s 

heritage, and now because of the technology available, 

the “artwork” used to tell the Gospel message is not 

simply static, but also moving and changing in the form 

of projected video and images.” 
 

Who among us does not remember the sermon by Pastor 

Emily using the sheep drawn by David Hayward; or the 

video prepared by our campus students about their spring 

break trip; or the directions for communion; or pictures 

shown at a funeral. Lasting memories because of a 

picture. 
 

Below is a visual timeline of the screen installation. 

Thank you to all who worked on this task. 
 

Connie Lenkowski 

  

 Installing the decorative outer frame.                       Testing!                                  The completed project. 

          Raising and Installing the screen base.          The screen material is laced to the frame and raised to be attached to the wall. 
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 1   Labor Day (ULC Office Closed) 
 2 7:30a Tuesday Morning Bible Study-Zoom* 

  1:00p  Staff Meeting 
  2:45p Faith, Writing & Reflection-Zoom* 
  6:30p Racial Justice Team-Fireside/Zoom* 
 3 9:30a Communications Team-Conference  
  Noon Lectio Divina Bible Study-Zoom 
  4:30p Lead Management Team-Zoom 
  7:00p CM Worship at Wells Hall 
 4 8:00a Mushers-IHOP, EL  
  10:00a Matter of Balance Class-Fireside 
  7:00p Sr. Choir Rehearsal-Sanctuary 
 5 5:00p Fridays@Five Campus Ministry 
 6 10:45a Saturday Morning Bible Study-Library  
  5:00p Football Parking (v. Boston College; KO 7:30p) 
 7 10:00a P & S Craft Sale 
  10:00a Sunday Worship-Sanctuary/YouTube stream) 
 8 4:00p Tight Knit-Fireside  
  6:00p Handbell Rehearsal-Sanctuary 
 9 7:30a Tuesday Morning Bible Study-Zoom*  
  10:00a Prayers & Squares-Fellowship Hall  
  1:00p  Staff Meeting  
  2:45p Faith, Writing & Reflection-Zoom* 
  6:30p Racial Justice Caucus-Zoom 
 10 Noon Lectio Divina Bible Study-Zoom* 
  6:00p Finance Committee-Zoom 
  7:00p CM Worship at Wells Hall   
 11 8:00a Mushers-IHOP, EL  
  9:30a  Brunch Bunch-IHOP, EL 
  7:00p Sr. Choir Rehearsal-Sanctuary 
 12 5:00p Fridays@Five Campus Ministry 
 13 10:45a Saturday Morning Bible Study-Library  
  1:00p MSU Football Parking (v. Youngstown St)  
 14  Fall Kick-off Sunday 

  10:00a Sunday Worship (Worship Expressions, Blue Grass)  
  11:30a Potluck/BBQ-Fellowship Hall 
 15 4:00 Tight Knit-Fireside 
  6:00p Handbell Rehearsal-Sanctuary 
 16 7:30a Tuesday Morning Bible Study-Zoom* 
  10:00a Prayers & Squares-Fellowship Hall 
  12:30p Lychnion Circle-Fireside 

  1:00p  Staff Meeting 
  2:45p Faith, Writing & Reflection-Zoom* 

  6:30p ULC Council-Conference 
 17 9:30a Amnos-Burcham Hills 
  Noon Lectio Divina Bible Study-Zoom 
  1:00p Rhodon-Conference Room 
  7:00p CM Worship at Wells Hall   
 18  8:00a Mushers-IHOP, EL  
  1:30p ULC Book Club-Fireside 
  7:00p Sr. Choir Rehearsal-Sanctuary 
 19 5:00p Fridays@Five CM – Community Game Night 
  7:30p Ten Pound Fiddle Concert-Sanctuary 
 20 10:45a Saturday AM Bible Study-ULC Library 
 21    10:00a Sunday Worship-Sanct/YouTube Stream 
  5:00p HS Youth Group-Faith, Okemos 
 22 4:00p Tight Knit-Fireside 
  6:00p Handbell Rehearsal-Sanctuary 
 23 7:30a Tuesday Morning Bible Study-Zoom* 
  10:00a Prayers & Squares-Fellowship 
  1:00p  Staff Meeting 
  2:45p Faith, Writing & Reflection-Zoom* 
  7:00p Face Addiction Now (FAN)-Fellowship 
 24 Noon Lectio Divina Bible Study -Zoom 
  7:00p CM Worship at Wells Hall 
 25  8:00a Mushers-IHOP, EL  
  3:30p Food Movers Distribution-Drive thru 
  7:00p Sr. Choir Rehearsal-Sanctuary 
 26 1:00p Fourth Friday Friends-Delhi Café-Holt  
  5:00p Fridays@5 Campus Ministry 
  7:30p Ten Pound Fiddle Concert-Sanctuary   
 27 9:00a Fall Quilting Workshop-Fellowship Hall 
  10:45a  Saturday Morning Bible Study-Library  
 28 10:00a Sunday Worship-Sanctuary/YouTube stream 
  11:00a Food Packing Event-Fellowship Hall 

 29 4:00p Tight Knit-Fireside 
  6:00p Handbell Rehearsal-Sanctuary 
 30 7:30a Tuesday Morning Bible Study-Zoom* 
  10:00a Prayers & Squares-Fellowship 
  1:00p  Staff Meeting 
  2:45p Faith, Writing & Reflection-Zoom* 
  7:00p  Pub Theology-Harrison Roadhouse, EL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ULC Office Hours 
Tuesday - Thursday 

9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Closed Monday & Friday 

 

Reminder: Please let the office know 

when ULC meetings and events are 

scheduled, even if they’re happening 

virtually. We would like to keep the 

calendar current. Thanks! 

*Zoom link contacts: Lectio Divina – Bill 
Trevarthen; Faith, Writing & Reflection, 
Carole Ford cfordllp@yahoo.com;Tuesday 
morning study, larry.wagenknecht@gmail. 
com; Pub Theology, ulcsec@ulcel.org  

 

The deadline for the October Lux is Monday, Sept. 15.   
 
E-mail articles to Amy Wagenknecht at amylarryw@comcast.net and 
Mandy O’Neil at ulcsec@ulcel.org or place them in the Lux mailbox in 
the ULC office. Articles may be edited for size or readability, but you 
will be contacted if significant changes are made. Keep those 
wonderful photos and articles coming! Thanks!   

 
 

mailto:cfordllp@yahoo.com
mailto:larry.wagenknecht@gmail.%20com
mailto:larry.wagenknecht@gmail.%20com
mailto:ulcsec@ulcel.org
mailto:amylarryw@comcast.net
mailto:ulcsec@ulcel.org
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Change service requested 

 

Emily Shipman 

Lead Pastor 
 

Zachariah Shipman 
Associate Pastor 
 

Janine Novenske Smith 

Director of Worship & the Arts 
 

Mandy O’Neil 

Office Administrator 
 

Gary Carl 
Financial Administrator 
 

Mary Letvenow 

Event Coordinator 
 

Kristie Wiggert 
Organist 
 

John Dale Smith 
Pianist 
 

Louise Paquette 
Director of Handbells 
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     ULC Football Parking  
 

ULC will again offer parking for MSU home  

football games. Several ULC teams will staff  
these games and share in the revenue. The  

designated teams receive 45 percent of the  
revenue with 55 percent going to the ULC 

general fund.  
 

We encourage the congregation to support a team by parking at ULC. 

The parking fee is $30. We also need volunteers to help park, and you 
don’t need to be a member of a team to participate. If you are 

interested in volunteering, please contact Bryan Rahe in church or at 
bryandrahe@gmail.com. We begin parking 2½ hours before game 

time.  
 

Aug. 29    W. Michigan       7pm         Social Action 
Sept. 6     Boston College     7:30pm    Youth 

Sept. 13   Youngstown St.    3:30pm    Youth  

Oct. 11     UCLA        noon        Campus Ministry 
Oct. 25     Michigan        TBA         Choir  

Nov. 15   Penn State        TBA         Campus Ministry  

 

mailto:ulcsec@ulcel.org
http://www.ulcel.org/
mailto:bryandrahe@gmail.com

