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Mark Your Calendars. . .

Guided Tour
MSU Broad Museum
1:00p Saturday, June 14

Baby Quilt Workshop
Saturday, June 21, 10a - 3p
Fellowship Hall

Taste of Honduras
Saturday, June 21, 1-3 p.m.
Fireside Room

Food Movers
Thurs. June 26, July 24 & Aug. 28
3:30 p.m. Drive-thru distribution

Summer Choir
Sundays, July 27 & Aug. 10
Rehearsal 9:10a
Sing during worship

Trip to Jim Crow Museum
Wednesday July 16
Big Rapids, MI

Next Lux (Sept.) will be
mailed Sept. 1

Breakfast Church

On Sunday, May 18,
worship was held in the
Fellowship Hall. Hymns
were sung, Communion was
served, breakfast was eaten,
and many powerful stories
were shared. Members of
the congregation who had
attended the “You are
Witnesses” retreat, shared
their stories in small groups
during the time typically
reserved for a sermon.
Listeners were then
encouraged to think about
where they have seen Jesus in their lives and to share as they felt comfortable.

Worshipping as Jesus did, over a meal.

This is part of a year-long focus by the Council to encourage members to see
God’s work in daily activities and to become more comfortable with sharing
the Good News of Jesus with others. Where have you seen God today? (See

more photos on page 2).

Amy Wagenknecht
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Pic' n Play

Please join us outside on the lawn
for a picnic, ukulele lesson, and
singing on July 13th and July 27th
following worship. We plan to grill
and invite others to bring potluck
items.

After eating, we will have a ukulele
lesson under the trees! ULC has some
ukuleles to use, but feel free to bring
your own. If music isn't your thing,
outdoor games will be available (or
bring your own!). All are welcome!

e

An integrated family journeying faithfully together, inspired by God’s grace,
guided by Christ, and empowered and sustained by the Holy Spirit
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From the Pastor's Pen...

Sabbath Chat, Anyone?

First, a confession, this Pastor’s Pen
is partly to myself. Pastor Zachariah
proposed the idea of writing about
Sabbath, and it is a practice I need to
embrace. I do not naturally lean
toward Sabbath. I’'m a habitual “doer
of all things.” (And I know I’m not
alone in that...)

This morning, 1
am sitting on my
screened-in
patio, awaiting a
crew of Interfaith Clergy Association
colleagues whom we’re hosting for
an annual potluck. I am home, but
for work — and part of me feels like a
slacker. I’'m on the patio writing a
Lux article, and I just watched a deer
enjoying a peaceful breakfast in the
neighbor’s backyard. She then leapt
into our yard, toured the grounds, left
us a present, and leapt on. Well now
this really doesn't feel like work. And
1 should clean that poop up before
the kids come home and run around
init...

The...a...problem with “doing all
the things” is that the list never ends.
I remember working at my family’s
resort and dreaming of a day when |
had a job that had finite lists. (Some-
where out there is a life with one-
day-long lists you can finish — and

then call it a day, feeling a sense of
completion...) Goodbye dream, hello
reality. A new strategy is long
overdue.

God’s movement is always toward
new life — even when it takes dying
to get there. Sometimes what needs
to die is one’s addiction to

Ho Vestores my soul.

Psalm 23:3

productivity, and to lists, and the
temptation to do all the things. In
Reclaiming Rest: The Promise of
Sabbath, Solitude, and Stillness in a
Restless World, author Kate
Rademacher names Sabbath as a gift,
and as an antidote to being overly
self-reliant. She ends with a quick-
start guide to keeping Sabbath:

1. Reflect on what counts as work for
you — and what doesn’t; 2. Turn off
your devices and put them away;

3. Celebrate and enjoy your body;

4. Decide when and for how long
you will observe the Sabbath; 5. Find
a Sabbath buddy; 6. Model rest for
our kids; 7. Fight for the right to rest.

I particularly appreciated the
invitation to find a Sabbath buddy,
and to name what counts as work for
you. A friend who advocates for your
selfcare is a gift from God. And there

are many things at home that take
“work” to do. Work-life balance is a
myth — and a harmful framework.
Rademacher advocates instead for
work-rest balance. “God’s creation
was incomplete until God rested. We
can’t skip a day of rest and expect to
be in right relationship with the
created world (Rademacher, 194).”
Sabbath is part of God’s invitation to
participate in God’s creation and in
God’s healing of our broken world.

Amid the many downsides of the
pandemic, was the opportunity to
“build back better” after calendars
were emptied of the usual events.
The rhythm of summer also offers an
opportunity to re-evaluate how we
spend our time. Even as activities
ramp up, many activities go on
hiatus.

Our prayer is that you are able to
embrace the opportunity to find a
healthier rhythm. It is a goal we
pastors hope to lean into, and we
hope you’ll join us. What is life-
giving and restful for you? Not just
“not work,” but genuinely restful?
May the Holy Spirit be evident in
both your work and your rest.

Peace to you,
Pastor Emily

Breakfast Church continued from page 1

Pr. Emily shared a short story
about where she saw the Good
News of Jesus in her life.
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Midway through worship, a delicious

breakfast buffet was served.

Participants at each table served
each other Communion.



C@&MMUNITY Campus Ministry News

Campus Ministry Transitions

I am grateful for the leadership of Sofie Piotrowski and
Lena Oslund, our student associates who graduated this
year. They faithfully carried the campus ministry
program while without a campus pastor (alongside Grace
Kennedy). They have enriched our group with their
wisdom, passion, cooking, art, and joy. They have
created a safe space for others to learn, grow, ask
questions, and be part of a loving community. I am
excited to see how they will use their gifts in their future
endeavors as Sofie pursues a veterinary degree (with
hope to serve ocean creatures) and Lena pursues a career
in genetic counseling. I thank God for their presence

among us and their leadership. I also give thanks to those
who created quilts as graduation gifts for our student
associates!

I am also excited that Bonnie Johnson will be our student
associate for the 2025-26 school year (See below). I am
excited about what this new school year will hold for our
campus ministry program and ULC. Thank you for
supporting this ministry and making it a priority for our
mission.

Pastor Zachariah

Meet Our 2025-26 Student Associate

Hi, my name is
Bonnie, and I’'m
a Zoology major
and
Environmental
Studies minor
{4’ going into my

= = third year at
Michigan State. After graduation, I
hope to work in field conservation,

helping to steward and protect
creation in Michigan.

This is my first year as a student
associate, and I’m excited to join the
mission of ULC and One
Community. I’'m most interested in
creating a welcoming and loving
space for students, exploring the
nature of God, and incorporating my

natural science background into
worship.

In my free time, I love spending time
outdoors and engaging with the arts,
especially drawing, painting, and
singing. This year, I’'m hoping to
engage with community service
projects as well. I'm excited to work
with you all!"

Congratulations Sofie!

My name is Sofie Piotrowski, and I have
been a part of ULC for the past four years.
My time at ULC has brought me a sense of
community at MSU and has almost been “a
little bit of home.” While I didn’t grow up
Lutheran, my mom, who is a pastor for the
ECC, recommended finding an ELCA
Church in the area. After a bit of searching, I
stumbled upon ULC’s online worship
services and felt at home. Since then, ULC has been a
space of friendship, safety, and personal growth. Some of
my favorite experiences with ULC happened during our
yearly spring break trips. From working with Habitat for
Humanity to the South Carolina DNR, I truly learned so
much from these trips about both myself, and others.

When Pastor Haley Vay opened the opportunity for me to
be a Student Associate after my freshman year, I was
excited to take on this leadership role. I was able to learn
how to write mass emails to large groups of people and
use my creative mind to design shirts for spring break
trips. Being in this leadership setting has helped me grow

both in my faith and in my comfortability in
talking to new people and taking on leadership
roles, which I am forever grateful.

This May, I am graduating with a BS in
Zoology and a minor in Marine Ecosystem
Management. I am also on the pre-vet track in
hopes of eventually going to veterinary school
in the future. I will be taking a gap year to
travel and gain more experience in the veterinary
medicine field. During this time, I will also be applying
to veterinary schools across the country to continue my
education towards a Doctor of Veterinary Medicine.
Eventually, I would love to work in wildlife conservation,
specifically marine, as a veterinarian.

While I will be around the Lansing area for at least
another year, I thank you all for a great four years of my
undergraduate career. The community I have felt at ULC
helped me get through some of the toughest parts of
college, and I am grateful to have experienced MSU with
you all by my side.
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Family Faith Formation

Sunday School Summer Schedule
and Brainstorming

ULC's Sunday School program will
be taking a break during the summer
(June/July/August). Over the
summer, we will be doing some
brainstorming with people from ULC
to think about what we might do
differently in this coming year. If
you would like to be part of that
planning/visioning group, please let
me know!!!

I have been leading the Sunday
School program this year on my
own, and that isn't sustainable. I am
hoping to have more help this
coming year. I also would

love feedback about what went well,
what could be better, and ideas for

other ways we can gather that
might have more attendance (it
doesn't have to be a gathering in
our church building or on a
Sunday). I am excited to see where
the Holy Spirit will lead us!

Please share your thoughts and
dreams with me. Please keep an
eye out for more information in the
September issue of the Lux to see
what we will come up with for this
next school year! [ am grateful for
you, for our community's children,
and for the support we have for one
another!

Pastor Zachariah

What you're
missing on Sunday!

™ Don't you love it
when hymns get
stuck in your
head? During Easter we've been
singing Be Not Afraid during
worship, “Be not afraid, sing out
for joy! Christ is risen, Alleluia!”
Aurora, age 42, has been
sharing her version &
everywhere she
goes: “Zeebops of
praise! Zeebops
of joy! Christ is
risen Alleuuuuia!”

p—
o

High School Graduation Quilts

The Prayers & Squares quilt
ministry presented our high
school seniors with their
graduation quilts on Sunday,
May 11th. I am grateful for the
quilters' efforts, for the way that
love is made known in a lasting
and concrete way through these
quilts, and I am proud of the
achievement of our High School

seniors. Please pray for them as
they embark on a new stage of
life!

Our High School seniors are
Santiago Sauceda, Bryan
McPhall, Brianna Green,
Hannah Hagman, and Libby
Baswell.

Pastor Zachariah

High school grads wrapped in love and prayers,
Libby, Hannah, Brianna, Bryan, and Santiago.

High School Youth Group

We will be taking a break this
summer from our High School
gatherings (June/July/August).
During this summer, we will be
doing some planning, equipping,
and dreaming about what we are
doing well, what the hope is for our
High School students, and how we
can invite others to help lead this
program. I welcome feedback and
ideas!
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Please keep an eye out for more
information in the September
issue of the Lux to see what we
will come up with for this next
school year! I hope that you all
have a splendid summer!

Pastor Zachariah

Y .
Santiago brought in his new electric guitar
and amp, inviting the group to share in his
joy, playing his new guitar, and celebrating
life together through music.




. ULC Memorial Library
Look for the Stickers

We are getting many special
collections in the ULC Library.
Instead of keeping each

is a sign in the library to remind you of the meanings
of the stickers. The stickers tend to stand out
especially in the adult book sections. We hope this

collection separate, we are
shelving all the books together.
We found that we were looking

for a book and didn’t find it
because it was located in a special collection.

helps you find the books you are
looking for.

Special Collections are marked with a
sticker on the spine, so they can be more

 Racial Justice Collection — '
e Accessibility Collection — 6'
o Christmas Books — m‘

® Easter Books —|

Stop in the library over the
summer and pick out some books
to read. There are choices for

If you are looking for a book about racial justice,
you can look for a heart on the spine. For books on
accessibility, look for the wheelchair symbol, etc. There

everyone.

The Library Team

New Stewardship Team Celebrates Love in Action

What do we aspire to do at
ULC? To love God and
love other people! A new
team is leading the
celebration and support of
the many ways all at ULC ‘
work together to put love

into action. This year’s

stewardship celebration will

provide you with opportunities to
share and learn more about what

LOVE

INACTION

we’re doing together to love
God and love people. It will
also provide opportunities for
developing new practices to
put love into action.

Members of the Stewardship

Team, otherwise known as

the Stew Crew, are Clarke
Anderson, Michael Anderson, Jeff
Andresen, Bruce Callen, Brandon

DuBois-Jones, Nancy Lindman, Pr.
Emily Shipman and Pr. Zachariah
Shipman. Please be in touch with a
Stew Crew member if you have
suggestions or examples of love in
action that you would like lifted up
in our stewardship work.

Nancy Lindman

A New Support Group for Full-Time
Caregivers!

A new group is forming to support people who are
full-time caregivers for family members with health
challenges. The initial meeting will be Sunday, July
20, at 11:30 a.m. following morning worship.
Questions? Ask Sue Kamens or Pastor Emily

Pub Theology will be Home

Brewed this summer:

-Tuesday, June 24 at 7 p.m. at Callen home
-Tuesday, July 29 at 7 p.m. at DuBois-Jones home
-Tuesday, Aug. 26 at 7 p.m. at Viele home

Contact Jay (jaytopham(@gmail.com) for addresses.

Coffee Connections will meet
through the summer: ;
-Saturday, June 28 at 10 a.m. WM
-Saturday, July 26 at 10am & =
-Saturday, August 30 at 10am. — So2
The group, a safe space for LGBTQ people, meets
Moka & Co, 4738 Central Park Dr., Okemos

MANAGING CONCERNS ABOUT FALLS

New Exercise Workshop —
Matter of Balance

Matter of Balance in an interactive discussion-based
workshop which aims to reduce fall risk, increase

.()0

physical activity, and reduce the fear
of falling in older adults. The
workshop also includes exercises to
improve balance, strength,
coordination, and stability. If you
are concerned or fearful of falling,
this is the workshop for you!
Where: University Lutheran Church
Meet in the Fellowship Hall

When: Thursdays, July 17 — Sept. 4, 2025

10:00 am — 12 noon

Free of charge but donations accepted.

To register: Call Tri-County Office on Aging at
517-887-1465 or e-mail Christine at histedc@tcoa.org

A MATTER OF
BALANCE
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ﬁ.Music Notes

Mark your calendars!
Summer Choir Fall Kickoff
Please Join Us - Everyone is Welcome! Worship Expressions, Bluegrass
Rehearse at 9:10 a.m. and sing during worship, Sunday, Sept, 14
all on the same morning! 10 a.m. on the North lawn

Sunday, July 27th & Sunday, Aug. 10th

The concert was wonderful and
featured performances by our
five Choir Scholarship students,
the Senior Choir, Handbell Choir,
New Hope Singers, and our
Choral Assistant, Travis Williams.
Concert accompanists were
Kristie W. Wiggert and John Dale
Smith. Directed by Janine N.
Smith. A reception followed the
concert, hosted by the Sr. Choir.

Taste of Honduras Event — June 21
June Outreach of the Month — Honduras Health for Life

Sometimes God calls you to go! Many in our
synod have answered this call and have
experienced the joy and hope of the people in
the Lutheran churches in Honduras. John
20:21 says, “Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace
be with you. As the Father sent me, so I send
you.”” Our interactions with the faith
communities of the Lutheran Church of
Honduras (ICLH) make a big difference not
only in the lives of our Honduran friends, but
in our lives as well. As we walk beside our friends, we
encounter a strong faith, a dogged determination, and a
conviction to remain steadfast in their witness. Together
we make a difference in their daily lives by promoting
healthy living and by increasing access to life’s basic
needs.

and together we established this health care
program that trains volunteers to serve in their
communities. The beauty of Health for Life is
that the work continues when the Synod team
leaves the country. The volunteers take the
skills they learned in workshops provided by
the Michigan Team into their communities and
help their neighbors.

To bring this beautiful and important
relationship to others in the synod we have planned a
“Taste of Honduras” event that will take place on June 21
from 1 to 3 p.m. at ULC. All Lutheran churches in the
area have been invited. We will share a traditional
Honduran meal and take a virtual field trip to the
Lutheran Church of Honduras.

Health for Life is a partnership between our synod and The event is fre.e, but donations are welcome. Al.l
the Lutheran Church of Honduras. In 2000 ICLH contributions will go to support the Health for Life

leadership had a vision for a sustainable health project, Continued on page 7,
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July Outreach of the Month

Fanilo Ministry in Madagascar
Fanilo (Means “torch,” “light” in Malagasy)

The fanilo ministry, located at the
Malagasy Lutheran Church (FLM)
Tsarahonenana, Madagascar, intends
to address the lack of
access to basic medical
services within the
Tsarahonenana
community by
establishing a local
facility where locals can
obtain necessary care.
The health center will concentrate on
managing chronic conditions,
treating common illnesses, and
providing maternal and child health
services—needs that are currently
underserved because of infrastructure

deficiencies and financial barriers.
The center will offer routine

checkups, prenatal care, and health
education programs.

This initiative will be
staffed by qualified
Malagasy health
professionals, who are
also members of the
Malagasy Lutheran
Church (FLM) Tsarahonenana
congregation with occasional
assistance from visiting medical
teams. Additionally, it will act as a
point of referral for more serious
illnesses, assisting in the connection
of patients with larger hospitals in

neighboring towns when necessary.
Because it tackles the short-term and
long-term health issues that
Madagascar's populations face, this
initiative has a particularly
significant impact. The project will
improve health outcomes and the
general quality of life in the
Tsarahonenana area by minimizing
economic barriers to receiving care.

With the help of the July Outreach of
the Month collection, the health
center will be constructed and run
sustainably, bringing about long-
lasting change for future generations.

Nato Faliarizoa

August Outreach of the Month

Reconciling Works

Supporting ReconcilingWorks as an Outreach of the
Month helps create places where LGBTQIA+ siblings in
Christ are welcomed, included and celebrated.
ReconcilingWorks offers resources and virtual training
opportunities for faith communities who are working to
become Reconciling in Christ
congregations.

ULC is a Reconciling in Christ (RIC)
congregation, and we would like to help
share this journey with other congregations. An RIC
congregation:

1. Clearly states a welcome to people of “all sexual
orientations, gender identities, and gender expressions” or
“LGBTQIA+” and names its commitment to "racial
equity" or "anti-racism" in a Welcome Statement.

W

2. Is open to calling LGBTQIA+ and BIPOC (Black,
Indigenous, Person of Color) Rostered Leaders. A
Rostered Leader is any clergy/pastor or deacon in the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA); this
commitment extends to all areas of leadership within the
life of your community.

3. Allows sanctuary/community space to be
used for LGBTQIA+ weddings and blessings.

4. Make a meaningful contribution annually to
support the national RIC program.

If you are traveling or know someone who is searching
for a Reconciling in Christ congregation, a list can be
found on the ministry's website: www.Reconciling
Works.org. RIC congregations use a cross symbol with
hearts of all colors behind it as an identifier.

Pastor Emily

Honduras continued from page 6.

program and provide training and
materials for health volunteers in
Honduras. This program focuses on
medical care, good dental practices,
and nutritional food preparation.
Donations up to $3,000 will be
matched dollar-for-dollar by a
generous supporter.

We hope to bring the sounds, smells,

optimism, and beauty of Honduras to

Lansing area churches. Answer the
call and bring your appetite and
desire to learn about this companion
relationship. There will be great
food, a pinata, and lots of fun!

Please RSVP at least a week before
the event at Taste of Honduras RSVP
Form or add your name to the list in
the narthex.

For more information contact me at
connielenkowski@gmail.com.

Connie Lenkowski
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Prayers & Squares Chapter 163

We Keep Sewing Through Most of the Summer!

Recent outreach projects from

Prayers & Squares include:

e Congratulations to our graduating
Student Associates Sofie
Piotrowski and Lena Oslund were
wrapped in MSU quilts. We
appreciate you and the work you
have done here at ULC.

e Pastor Jan Hite, who was an
active member at ULC while
attending MSU, has a terrific
outreach program at Redeemer
Lutheran Church in Lansing. We
recently sent 15 quilts to help
with this mission.

e Quilts of Valor were awarded to
Thomas Studer, Ralph Frisch and
Steve Viele in appreciation for
their service to our nation.

¢ 13 youth quilts were delivered to
Brightmoor Christian Church for
this summer’s Royal Kids Camp
for foster children. Thank you to
Barb & Tom Kissling who
graciously took the quilts to
Howell, so the congregation of

Holy Spirit Catholic Church can
pray over them before they are
given to the children.

e Liz Christensen delivered 25 baby
quilts for Trinity Lutheran’s Baby
Pantry in New Era, MI. Making
baby quilts for Trinity Lutheran’s
Baby Pantry has become a
tradition here at ULC.

e Congratulations to our graduating
High School seniors Libby
Baswell, Brianna Green, Hannah
Hagman, Bryan McPhall and
Santiago Sauceda as they received
special quilts May 11.

Mark your calendars for these
upcoming events:

A Baby Quilt Workshop will take
place on Saturday, June 21 from 10
a.m. — 3 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.
All are invited to participate. There
are jobs that do not require sewing
skills. Lunch will be provided. We
have all the tools necessary including
fabric kits, but if you prefer to bring

your personal sewing machine, that
would free up one of ours. Join in the
fun and fellowship!

Saturday, Sept. 27 will be Fall Fun
Sewing Day! We have been gifted
Fall fabric that isn’t appropriate for
prayer quilts, but perfect to make
table toppers. Save the day to make
one for your own home or as a gift.

A dedicated group continues to meet
each Tuesday morning in the
Fellowship Hall from 10 a.m. until
12:30 p.m. to make prayer quilts as
well as bed-size quilts for the
refugees. This summer the group
WILL NOT MEET JULY 1, 8, or 15.
Our first day back will be July 22.

If you know someone who needs our
prayers with a quilt, please contact
Ann Booren, Bobbie Davis or one of
the pastors.

Bobbie Davis

neighborhood schools. The goal is to
relationships with at-risk students, so
and loved. Great care is taken in
making a match that will be a
blessing to both the student and
the mentor. Some students need
academic help while others are
struggling to make friends. Big
changes in home life can also
be challenging for a student to
maneuver. What mentees share
is the need for unconditional
love and one-on-one attention.

The most important thing a
mentor does is show up each
week. There is great power and
love in letting students know
the mentor is there just for
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establish
they feel special

SOS (Supply Our Students)

This summer you will
have the opportunity to
help ALL the students
at Forest View
Elementary in a Kids
Hope USA fundraiser!
During June and July we will be accepting
monetary donations for school supplies.
Also, there will be a packing event after
the August 3rd worship service to prepare
the items for distribution. We need your
help! Watch for announcements in the
coming weeks.

Mentors Make a Difference!

Kids Hope USA is a national ministry that assists
members from local churches in mentoring at

them. Having an adult care enough to be present with
them whether they are having a good or a bad day and to
interact with them without judgment is the true blessing
of this ministry. That one hour in the student’s life can

become the highlight of their
week. During that hour activities
can include games, puzzles, art
supplies, books, crafts,
conversation and educational
materials from the Kids Hope
USA supply room and website.
The opportunity to see their
mentor sometimes determines if
students will come to school that
day. Mentors make a difference!

If you would like to make a
difference for a student this fall,

email me barbkissling@gmail.com

Barb Kissling,
ULC Director of Kids Hope USA
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Ragia Fjstcd Team

Continue Your Racial Justice Journey This Summer

Saturday, June 14, 1-2 p.m.

MSU Broad Art Museum Exhibition
“Farmland, Food, Justice & Sovereignty”

A curated tour with Dalina A. Perdomo Alvarez

The exhibition provides wide-
a. ranging perspectives on key
themes associated with
equitable access to food: the
urban-rural divide, issues of
labor, race and immigration, the
—ss®®  United States’ history of slavery
and its continued protectionist import and export
policies as well as modes of consumption centered
around the commodification of food infrastructure and
access to food. Learn more at https://broadmuseum.
msu.edu/ exhibition/farmland/. Please register on-line.

Wednesday, July 16, Time TBD

Jim Crow Museum

of Racist Imagery
Ferris State University, Big Rapids, Michigan

Join us as we car-pool to the Jim
Crow Museum at FSU. The Jim
Crow Museum is the nation's largest
publicly accessible collection of .
artifacts of intolerance. The
museum contextualizes the dreadful !
impact of Jim Crow laws and
customs. The museum uses objects ’ 7
of intolerance to teach tolerance 3
and promote a more just society.

Learn more at https://jimcrowmuseum.ferris.edu/

Coming in September

Dinner & a Movie
True Believer

Join us for dinner, movie and
discussion in the Fireside Room
to view the powerful docu-
mentary, True Believer. True
Y Believeris an intimate story of
! healing within and between a
daughter and her mother, as
S “N& they examine the impacts of
their years inside a White Christian Nationalist church.
Born in 1981 just as the Religious Right's culture war
crashed into visibility, a then evangelical filmmaker
discovers the true origins of the pro-life movement.
While disbelief initiates her investigation into a veiled
history of white supremacy, betrayal forces a deeply
personal examination of her own family and identity,
neither of which can be disentangled from the other.

[N !I'

Plan to attend!

UNDERSTANDING
RACISM See and learn about
WO RKSHOP racism in a new and
redemptive way.
NOV 7 -9, 2025 T ;
Gain insights into
Friday 6-9 pm systemic racism through

the eyes of faith and
Scripture.

Saturday 9-6 pm
Sunday 12:30- 4:30 pm

See more of the
connections between
history and contemporary
race relations.

In person at ULC.

First time attendees must
attend all sessions

There’s Still Time!

If you missed our last film showing, A Time for
Burning, you can still watch it on your own by
using the link below. If you would like to discuss
the film after viewing, contact a Racial Justice
Team member.

*A Time for
Co.:_ Quest
Connell. M

%) _Sponsor:_ Lutheral nh\n Associates. _Production

e
16mm print held by the Library of Congress. _Running Time:_ 58 minutes. Cinema

verité :1‘<‘(\,'wv='wraw, on race

More than 30 people joined the Racial Justice Team
for dinner and to view and discuss the film, “A Time for
Burning” on Friday, May 16.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q8PwM3TA094
https://broadmuseum.msu.edu/%20exhibition/farmland/
https://broadmuseum.msu.edu/%20exhibition/farmland/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0945ADAB2BA4FDCE9-57028626-broad
https://jimcrowmuseum.ferris.edu/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q8PwM3TA094

Meet Our Newest Members!

4 .‘.. Annasophia Markham-

3 4 Adkison - I'm 20 years old and I
5. love animals. I just finished my
first year at LCC. I also like
music, but my main hobby is
riding horses. I've been riding
since [ was 12 and I currently
ride and volunteer at the Equine
Center for Learning. The barn
competes in horse shows. I do
both English and western. At ULC I am involved with the
college group and Coffee Connections.

Christopher Behrens - I'm a
Lansing-area native and Michigan
State and Penn State graduate who
" works as a Chemical Process

= Engineer in the area. I enjoy playing
| piano, staying physically active (but
not too active), role playing games,
and would like to travel even more.
My coolest traveling experience was
going to southern Germany and Austria in 2023.

i+ Cherie Garcia - In 2013 I moved
from California to Michigan to be
closer to family. I have a B.A. and
Master’s degree in English and
Linguistics from UC Davis and was
% a doctoral candidate in Linguistics at
@ Stanford University before starting
B my family. I have a son and daughter
" and two grandchildren. My interests
include word puzzles reading, and socializing with
friends. I was recently diagnosed with early onset
Alzheimer’s disease, so life is challenging as of late, but
with God’s grace I can still maintain a positive attitude
towards living my best life. [ am so grateful to have
found such a welcoming church family, and I appreciate
everyone’s love and support.

= Branden Kline - My name is Bran,
and [ am 23. I'm a Certified Nursing
Assistant and hope to go to nursing

school soon!

Laura Markham - [ grew up in Northern California,
went to school in [llinois, and graduate school in Oregon.
I came to Michigan in 1995 for a postdoc at MSU in
science education. My husband and I have three children.
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Caleb and Annasophia live at home
with us. My middle kiddo JT is in
graduate school in Astrophysics in
San Diego.

After teaching for the "other
school" and earning my secondary
certification in chemistry and math,
I returned to MSU in 2005 and
taught a course on Science for
Elementary Education for 17 years. When the state
restricted the teacher certification process the course was
discontinued. I have been teaching science for non-
science majors since then.

I am passionate about issues of diversity, equity and
inclusion. Making science accessible to everyone is why
I got into teaching. Through my experience with family I
also became heavily involved in disability advocacy,
most especially with the Lansing School District.

As the years went on, I began to focus on environmental
justice and climate change in my teaching. I am currently
facilitating a learning community at MSU focused on
how to teach about these issues in a way that empowers
students to become agents of change.

I have enjoyed gardening since grad school but don't live
where we can have much of a garden. In 2018, however,
my colleague and I were able to create a teaching garden
on campus in the Kedzie Hall courtyard. When the
pandemic hit, it became my responsibility, and it has
become a place where I can reliably go for peace and joy.
I have been transforming it into a native pollinator habitat
for the last four years, and it is currently a mix of natives
with some good pollinator hold-outs from the original
garden.

Last year at this time we set out to find a church that
valued inclusion and belonging. I am very happy to have
found that here at ULC.
“ Claire & Nathan Ward - We

. moved to Mason about a year
ago from Kalamazoo. Claire is
a Physical Therapist and Nate
is about to start his first-year
teaching. We have two dogs at
| home that are always keeping

~ us on our toes! We love
: camping, running and anything
that gets us out51de We are so excited to have found
ULC and can't wait to become a part of the family!

Continued on page 11.




The following new members were
welcomed at worship some months ago:

Chris Cuyar & Candace
Koller - Chris: I was born

in Tampa, Florida, but have

| lived in Michigan for the
majority of my life. I went to
school at MSU, where I met
my beautiful wife, Candace

* Koller. I studied economics,
philosophy and math, and
currently work as an Actuarial
Technology Manager, which is a fancy title for ‘keeps the
computers working for a bunch of math and finance
nerds’.I love playing sports like tennis and hockey. I love
puzzles, trivia, and games. And I love the people I’ve met
here at church.

Candace: I grew up in Downriver Michigan. Chris and I
met at State where I majored in Food Science. I didn’t
end up doing that for long and have been a software
developer for 10 years.

I get new hobbies every six months, but for now I’m into
pottery and strength training. I’'m always into cooking,
gardening, reading, and video games. Who knows what
I’1l be into next year!

Claretta Freeman - [ was born in Chicago and raised 15
minutes outside of the “city.” I come from a charismatic
church background where I saw my parents dance and

“speak in tongues”. I have been married over two decades
to Daro who I met when I was serving in the Army he
was serving in the Navy. I graduated from MSU. Daro
and I have five PR
children and
live close to
downtown
Lansing.

I have been an
advocate for
women and
children for
many years. |
served on the
Michigan Board of Licensed Midwifery and Willow Tree
Family Center, was one of the chaperones for the ELCA
Gathering in 2024 and am also a certified Firefighter-
Paramedic. I currently work for the Ingham Intermediate
School District as the Family Engagement Coach for the
Tri-County Area. I love singing and flavorful food. I may
not do small talk, but I will talk to you for hours about
religion and politics.

Isabelle (Belle) Letcher
(No bio available)

New Young Adults Group

A new small group is forming at ULC. They have a
few activities on the calendar for this summer.
Contact Pastors Emily or Zachariah to join the fun!

¢easons Change

BUTROD REmﬂl‘ﬂS
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ULC Council met on May 22, 2025.
The meeting was in person and on
Zoom. The following are some
highlights:

e Council approved reduced
summer church office hours.

e Council supports more fully
utilizing REALM Connections,

the church management
app/software, and will help with
testing.

e OQOur elevator is recertified.

e RS accepted our solar panel
refund, reimbursement
forthcoming.

e Council will hold one June/July
meeting on July 10,

Emily Kirkpatrick
ULC Secretary

Do you Have Suggestions for Local Benevolence Grants?

Every year the Social Action Team makes
recommendations to Council regarding the distribution of

Local Benevolence Funds to area nonprofit organizations.

This year there is $4,000 to distribute. One thousand
dollars is the maximum amount that we grant to any

single organization.

We are currently requesting suggestions from the

our website, or we can send the form directly to an
organization by email.

Please let us know about worthy organizations from now
through June as we anticipate making recommendations

in early July. June 30th is the deadline for receiving
applications. Contact me in church or at bryandrahe@

congregation for worthy recipients. We encourage
nonprofits to submit an application to us. We can provide
you with an application form, which is also available on

gmail.com or 517-485-4864.

Bryan Rahe
Social Action

ULC Archives

Six Months’ Worth of Green

In the June-July 1997 issue of Lux,
Pastor Katherine Werner talked
about the season of green paraments
on the altar. Her article follows.

All you Green Things
That Grow on the Earth,
Bless the Lord

The green season. All those Sundays
after Pentecost. Six months’ worth of
green. Lasting an entire growing
season and harvest. Not only do we
see the growth of green evident in
the trees and on the ground, but we
also hope for growth in our faith
lives. The steady growth of the green
season. Ordinary time.

In the church we learn to practice

patience in this ordinary time of the
church year. The time between the

Page 12 Summer 2025 Lux

big hoopla of festival occasions —
Christmas, Epiphany, Easter,
Pentecost. The time

baptisms, gathers us in community,
enlightens us with faithful action,
and sanctifies the whole of

outside the structured
discipline of Lent. The
time between wave
crests.

Who knows exactly
which seeds will sprout?
Where will the growth
occur most? Sometimes
the growth is steady and
fast. Other times it is
jagged and rough. Often it is slow —
one leaf, one bud, one flower at a
time. All the time it takes trust.

It takes trust that God’s Spirit works
in us in those ordinary times of our
lives. Trust that God’s Holy Spirit
continues to call us daily to our

our lives and the Church.
And in this time, we learn to
trust together as we support
and teach and nurture each
other. Giving witness to our
neighbor that one day new
sprouts will appear.
Pointing to them and
rejoicing when they do.

Pastor Katherine
Werner

So, we enter a time of trust
for many weeks to come. Trust that
the earth will bring forth green
things. And for that we all will bless
the Lord!

Connie Lenkowski


mailto:bryandrahe@gmail.com
mailto:bryandrahe@gmail.com

The Greater Church

Synod Assembly 2025
Election of the Mitten Synod’s First Female Bishop

|
=

If anyone thinks a church is a e g
complex and ever-changing ' N
organization, multiply that by over
100 congregations and then triple
the complexity and variability of
such a large entity and this might
begin to describe the nature of a
synod. This year’s Assembly (the
annual business conference of a
synod) was also a bishop election
year, which significantly
influenced the agenda and
speakers.

At any in-person synod assembly, a highlight for
attendees is the chance to check in with old friends, meet
and chat with folks from around the “mitten,” and share
ideas and experiences. At a bishop election Assembly, it
is also common for bishops from around our region to
attend, speak, support the current bishop and, depending
on the outcome of the election, welcome a new bishop
“into the fold.” What a treat for us to hear, over the
course of the Assembly, the perspectives of five different
bishops as they reflected on this year’s theme, “Live a
Life Worthy of Our Calling: Called by God, United in
Christ, and Given to One Another by the Spirit.”

Unlike a political election, a bishop election is guided by
prayerful “discernment” on the part of both nominees and
voters. Anyone can be nominated in the first of five
possible rounds of voting. With each counting of votes,
the pool narrows. The first vote consists of naming your
choice for bishop. 34 people were nominated at this
stage! At stage three, the seven top finalists have an
opportunity to provide online biographies and to speak to
the Assembly for no more than five minutes each; and
then we vote again.

The ULC contingent at the 2025 N/W Lower
Michigan Synod Assembly — (I-r) Santiago, Jo
Ann, Noah, Pastor Zach, Linda, Bill, Pastor
Emily, Michael, Lynn, and Vicki.

At stage four, the top three finalists
are each asked (in random order) to
respond to the same several
questions and we vote again. The
fifth and final ballot is narrowed
down to the top two candidates
from the previous vote and
determines the next bishop by a
simple majority.

Bishop-Elect Julie Schneider-
Thomas (wife of our former
interim pastor, Brian Schneider-
Thomas) will be our synod’s first
female bishop, beginning her term in the fall.

This year, a large ULC contingent was present in a
variety of roles:
e  Our two pastors, Emily and Zachariah Shipman

e  Our two lay voting members, Vicki Anderson and
Linda Trevarthen

¢ Synod Council member and the Assembly’s
appointed Parliamentarian, Bill Trevarthen

e Synod Council Legal Advisor, Lynn Kriser

e Synod Council student member, Noah Parker

e Youth Visitor, Santiago Sauceda

¢ Rostered minister, Michael Anderson

e ULC friend and colleague, Rev. Dr. Jo Ann Mundy

Talk to any of us for a variety of perspectives on this
year’s experience!

And look for more photos from Synod Assembly and
information about the bishop-elect in the fall newsletter.

Vicki Anderson & Linda Trevarthen

Mentoring New Pastors

In late April I attended the ELCA Region 6 First Call Theological
Education retreat as a mentor for Pr. Megan Floyd (Faith Lutheran,
Okemos). The retreat was held at Sauder Village, Ohio and was a
beautiful opportunity to build relationships with rostered leaders in
our region of the ELCA (Lower Michigan, Ohio, Indiana and
Kentucky). All six bishops from our region were present, and within
our synod (NWLM) there were four rostered leaders present who are
serving in their first three years of first call. It is grounding to make
connections with others from our region and synod, and I am grateful
for the opportunity to participate in this gathering.

Pastor Emily
Lux Summer 2025 Page 13



June Birthdays

4 Myra Kim
Joseph Wilmes
6 Santiago Sauceda
8 Thom McCurdy
Bethany Saindon
9 Laura Brown
Elizabeth Kotnik
12 Ken Horne
15 Amy Anderson
Linda Zimmerman
16 Marvin Schultz
17 Peg Frisch
Arthur Lohr
18 Dan Sadler
Myla Joy McPhall
19 Barbara Helser
Beth Rahe
Joy Whitten
20 Julie Baglien
Jeff Bracken
Emily Uebel
21 Josephine Kirkpatrick
Jay Kim
22 Terri Christian
Ava Jolin
23 Karen Braselton
Dale Hinkley
Kelli Vanous
27 Lisa Nuttall
Tim Schmidt
29 Connor Dalton
30 John Kruger

June Anniversaries

3 Mike & Kathy Sweat

7 Joseph & Jennifer Green

13 Tom & Barb Kissling

16 Will & Marge Mahoney
Debbie & Steve Viele

18 Beth & Bryan Rahe

19 James & Barbara Cox
Norm & Carol Jolin, Sr.
Steve & Linda Zimmerman

20 Bill & Sheila Nicholas

>
OhAlL

20 Roy & Jennifer Weber
21 Fred & Kay Fritz

25 Jesse & Lynne Clyma
30 Brian & Leigh Small

July Birthdays

1 Norman Jolin Jr.
2 Adam Fisher
Fred Fritz
6 Candace Koller
7 Phyllis Andersland
Brooks Horne
Debbie Viele
9 Tim Martinson
10 Kayla Clyma
Carol Jolin
Luke Reese
Judy Thompson
12 Emma Karcher
Howard Pierce
Noah Schott
13 William Schikorra
15 Carol Mackin
16 Kelly Schatka
17 Emmett Braselton
Jennifer Green
Sherrilyn Mileski
Sheila Nicholas
18 Jay DuBois-Jones
19 Edward Vanous
22 Annette Stanley
23 Carole Ford
24 Gary Carl
Matt Mutka
Mandy O’Neil
25 Wilbur Mahoney
26 Johannah House
Hannah Milnes

27 Ann Booren
28 Doug Erickson
Vy Dao
Marilyn Schafer
29 Joseph Kravetz
30 Rachel Williams

July Anniversaries

2 Russ & Gerry Erickson
3 Phil & Sandy Brooks
12 Eric Bubolz & Karen Sanders
18 Kelly & Steven Schafka
20 Larry & Amy Wagenknecht
Marcy & Joseph Wilmes
22 Sherry & Tom Corwin
24 Beth Hoger & Lisa Swem
Daro & Claretta Freeman
28 Paul & Judy Kindel
David & Coreen Williams

August Birthdays

1 Brandon DuBois-Jones
Marcia Schultz
3 Joanne Boettcher
Roy Weber
Kit Christensen
4 Myles Delpier
5 Dan Christian
Corbin Davis
6 Kathy Protsman
7 Brian Small
8 Kendall Bubolz
Ruth Gaudard
10 Cathy Lazar
Nick Guilfoyle
12 Aaron Williams
13 Frederick Fensel
14 George Bubolz
Samuel Fitzgerald
15 Coreen Williams
16 Loretta Geisen
Grace Sype
17 Thomas Wanagat
18 Carl Ericksen
19 Thomas Kissling

21 Michael Kruger
23 Sherry Corwin
24 Melissa Masnyj
25 Mailee Greiter
Pr. Zachariah Shipman
27 Lynn Kotnik
28 Samantha Ernst
Laura Kruger
Sue Martin
29 Stephanie Hall
31 Cheri Garcia

August Anniversaries

1 Emmett & Karen Braselton
Lois Mummaw & Greg Hill
2 Adam & Susan Fisher
6 Donna & Gary Carl
8 Jeff & Wendy Guilfoyle
9 Dawn Newton & Tim Dalton
Tom & Diane Wanagat
10 Emily & Matt Uebel
Barry & Lanae Williams
13 Steve & Lisa Simonson
15 Rick & Deanna Milligan
16 Laura Appel & Gary
Garbarino
Chris Cuyar & Candace
Koller
17 Jeff Williams & Joy
Whitten
18 Norm & Kirstan Jolin
21 Gary Dawson & Julie
Baglien
Diane & John Goddeeris
Robert & Anne Smith
24 Gary & Loretta Geisen
25 Jane & John Nuttall
26 Steve & Kristi Sneed
27 Dave & Kristie Wiggert
Pastors Zach & Emily
Shipman
30 Jerry & Nancy Lindman
31 Craig & Cathy Lazar

Newsletter
SUBMISSIONS

The deadline for the September Lux is Monday, Aug. 18.

E-mail articles to Amy Wagenknecht at amylarryw@comcast.net and

Mandy O'Neil at ulcsec@ulcel.org or place them in the Lux mailbox in
the ULC office. Articles may be edited for size or readability, but you
will be contacted if significant changes are made. Keep those
wonderful photos and articles coming! Thanks!

Page 14 Summer 2025 Lux



mailto:amylarryw@comcast.net
mailto:ulcsec@ulcel.org

QJUN¢E

1 10:00a Sunday Worship-Sanctuary/YouTube 11:30a Caregiver Support Group-Fireside
2 6:30p Racial Justice Team Meeting-Library/Zoom* 22 10:00a Prayers & Squares-Fellowship
3 10:00a Prayers & Squares-Fellowship 7:00p Face Addiction Now (FAN)-Fellowship
1:00p Staff Meeting-Conference 24 10:00a Matter of Balance Exercise Class-Fellowship
8 10:00a Pentecost Sunday Worship -Sanctuary/YouTube 3:30p Food Movers Distribution-Drive-thru
10 10:00a Prayers & Squares-Fellowship 25 1:00p Fourth Friday Friends-Delhi Café-Holt
11 4:30p Lead Management Team-Zoom* 26 10:00a Coffee Connections-Moka & Co, Okemos
6:00p Finance Committee-Zoom 27 9:00a Summer Choir
6:30p Members in Ministry-Conference 10:00a Sunday Worship-Sanctuary/YouTube
12 9:30a Brunch Bunch-IHOP, EL 11:30a Pic’ & Play
1:30p Accessibility Team-Fireside 29 10:00a Prayers & Squares-Fellowship Hall
14 1:00p Broad Art Museum Tour-MSU 7:00p Home Brewed Theology-DuBois-Jones Home
15 10:00a Sunday Worship-Sanctuary/YouTube 30 6:30p Members in Ministry-Conference
2:00p Earthkeeping Team-Fireside 31 10:00a Matter of Balance Exercise Class-Fellowship
17 10:00a Prayers & Squares-Fellowship ‘k
1:00p Staff Meeting-Conference ]
18 9:30a Communications Team-Conference ﬁfA ﬂMGQU ) T
9:45a Amnos Bible Study Circle-Burcham Hills 3 10:00a Sunday Worship-Sanctuary/YouTube
1:00p Rhodon-Conference 11:15a Kids Hope School Supply Packing-Narthex
19 Juneteenth 4 6:30p Racial Justice Team Meeting-Zoom*
21 9:00a P & S Baby Quilt Workshop-Fellowship 5 10:00a Prayers & Squares-Fellowship
1:00p Taste of Honduras-Narthex/Fireside 6 9:30p Lux/Communications-Conference
22 10:00a Sunday Worship-Sanctuary/YouTube 4:30p Lead Management Team-Zoom*
24 10:00a Prayers & Squares-Fellowship Hall 7 10:00a Matter of Balance Exercise Class-Fellowship
7:00p Face Addiction Now (FAN) - Fellowship 10 9:00a Summer Choir-Sanctuary
7:00p Home Brewed Theology-Callen Home 10:00a Sunday Worship-Sanctuary/YouTube
26 3:30p Food Movers Distribution-Drive-thru 12 10:00a Prayers & Squares-Fellowship
27 1:00p Fourth Friday Friends-Delhi Café-Holt 13 6:00p Finance Committee-Zoom
28 10:00a Coffee Connections- Moka & Co, Okemos 14 9:30a Brunch Bunch-IHOP, EL
29 10:00a Sunday Worship-Sanctuary/YouTube 10:00a Matter of Balance Exercise Class-Fellowship
17 10:00a Sunday Worship-Fellowship
\‘) JULY 19 10:00a Prayers & Squares-Fellowship
6:30p Council Meeting-Conference/Zoom
1 1:00p Staff Meeting-Conference 20 9:45a Amnos-Burcham Hills
6 10:00a Sunday Worship-Sanctuary/YouTube 21 10:00a Matter of Balance Exercise Class-Fellowship
7 6:30p Racial Justice Team Meeting-Zoom* 22 1:00p Fourth Friday Friends-Delhi Café-Holt
8 6:30p Racial Justice Caucus-Zoom 24 10:00a Sunday Worship-Sanctuary/YouTube
10 9:30a Brunch Bunch-IHOP, EL 26 10:00a Prayers & Squares-Fellowship Hall
6:30p ULC Council-Conference/Zoom* 7:00p Face Addiction Now (FAN)-Fellowship
13 10:00a Sunday Worship-Sanctuary/YouTube 7:00p Home Brewed Theology- Viele Home 28
11:30a Pic’ and Play 10:00a Matter of Balance Exercise Class-Fellowship
15 2:45p Faith, Writing & Reflection-Zoom* 3:30p Food Movers Distribution-Drive-thru
16 TBD RJT Field Trip to Jim Crow Museum-Big Rapids 29 5:00p Fridays@5 Campus Ministry
9:45a Amnos-Burcham Hills 30 4:30p Football Parking-(Western MI)
17 10:00a Matter of Balance Exercise Class-Fellowship 10:00a Coffee Connections- Moka & Co, Okemos
20 10:00a Sunday Worship-Sanctuary/YouTube 31 10:00a Sunday Worship-Sanctuary/YouTube
Regularly Occurring Events: )
o Every Monday at 4:00p — Tight Knit/Crochet Fellowship in the Fireside Room.
e Every Tuesday at 2:45p - Faith, Writing & Reflection on Zoom*
o Every Wednesday at 8:00a - Mushers at EL IHOP, and at Noon - Lectio Divina Bible Study on Zoom*
e Every Saturday at 10:45a - Saturday AM Bible Study in the ULC Library y
. e . D
Summer Office Hours Reminder: Please let the office know Contact the ULC office for Zoom
June 1 thru Aug.15 when ULC meetl‘ngs and events are links or other contact information,
Tuesday - Thursday scheduled, even if they’re happening ulcsec@ulcel.org .
NEW! 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. virtually. We would like to keep the
calendar current. Thanks! y
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Change service requested

Emily Shipman
Lead Pastor

Zachariah Shipman
Associate Pastor

Janine Novenske Smith
Director of Worship & the Arts

June 8

Mandy O’Neil
Office Administrator

Gary Carl
Financial Administrator

Celebrate
Pentecost by
wearing red

to church!

Mary Letvenow
Event Coordinator

Kristie Wiggert
Organist

John Dale Smith
Pianist

Louise Paquette
Director of Handbells
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