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Fulbright Fellowship Luncheon 
 

On Saturday, Apr. 19, ULC 

hosted an “All are Welcome” 

potluck for MSU Fulbright 

Scholars and other 

international students who are 

concerned about the changing 

immigration landscape. Over 

60 people attended the event. 
 

The following are some 

observations from ULC 

members who attended. “The 

students at our table, two from 

the Philippines, one from 

Romania, spoke about their dismay at the visa issues because Fulbright 

scholars are seen as guests of the host country. One was leaving in a few days 

for vacation at home but hoping to be able to return to continue her degree 

work. All spoke of their experience of reverse culture shock which can happen 

after adjusting to being in a new culture & then going home and seeing home 

through new eyes. They were thoughtful and gracious people. I’m glad for this 

chance to listen to their thoughts.”  
 

“We were with an Indonesian couple and their daughters. Fascinating 

conversation, and we hope to get together with them again. They were thrilled 

to have this opportunity to meet new people, and they felt so welcomed.” 
 

Continued on page 2. 

Mark Your Calendars . . . 
 

New Member Sunday 
May 4 at 10 a.m. 

 

“You Are Witnesses” 
Retreat 

May 9 -10 
St. Francis Retreat Center, Dewitt 

 

Breakfast Church 
Sunday, May 18 at 10 a.m. 

Fellowship Hall 
 

N/WLM Synod Assembly 
May 18 – 20, Mt. Pleasant 

 

Food Movers 
Thursday, May 22 at 3:30 p.m. 

Drive-thru distribution  
 

Pub Theology 
Tuesday, May 27 at 7 p.m. 

Harrison Roadhouse, EL 
 

Coffee Connections 
Saturday, May 31 at 10 a.m. 

Strange Matter Coffee 
Washington Square, Lansing 
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The newsletter of University Lutheran Church and One Community Lutheran Campus Ministry at Michigan State University 

ULC members and Fulbright scholar 
families shared food and fellowship. 

 

Special Worship 
 

Sunday, May 11th 
Mother's Day 

         

Please join us for a special worship 
service with 

music and leadership 
by the children and youth. 
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Friendly Faces at the Fellowship Lunch 

 

Fulbright continued from page 1. 
 

“We sat at a table with four young 

women: two lawyers from Nicaragua 

and El Salvador, an HR person from 

a textile factory in Pakistan, and a 

civil servant from Azerbaijan. They 

are all so passionate about making 

their countries, and the world, a 

better place. Their energy, 

enthusiasm, and passion for making a 

difference was inspiring. They give 

me hope for the future.” 
 

“I spoke with a gentleman from 

Tanzania, a Humphrey Fellow, who 

expressed his appreciation for the 

love and acceptance shown him by 

other attendees. His passion and 

enthusiasm for what he was able to 

take back to Tanzania was inspiring. 

A mother and Fulbright Scholar from 

Colombia talked of how much her 

daughter enjoyed the other children 

her age and our willingness to 

provide this opportunity.” 
 

“I thought this event was well 

attended and delightful. I cherish the 

opportunities for outreach provided 

by ULC.”  
  

“We were so pleased to meet people 

who were studying a variety of 

things, but one lady was studying 

English as a foreign language which 

she intended to teach at the univer-

sity level when she returns home to a 

Spanish speaking country. An 

amazing plus was meeting people 

from other churches and finding a 

great deal of common ground as well 

as members of our own congregation 

we didn’t know! Wonderful event!” 
 

“I sat with a bright, young Ukrainian 

student who was a journalist before 

coming here and is studying media 

and communications now. She is 

able to keep in touch with her family 

in Ukraine, who work during the day 

but don't sleep at night because of the 

war. She feels very supported by 

MSU’s Office of International 

Students & Scholars and enjoys 

many activities there. I invited her to 

come back to ULC any time.” 



Lux May 2025  Page 3 

From the Pastor's Pen . . . 
 

Breakfast Church 
 

On Sunday, May 18th you are 

invited to attend worship in a new 

way called “Breakfast 

Church.” We will 

gather together in the 

fellowship hall and 

will engage in 

worship while eating 

a meal together. This 

is often how Jesus 

shared his ministry 

with others, through food and 

fellowship.  
 

We will keep some elements of 

worship (confession and forgiveness, 

Holy Communion, a sending song) 

and we will remove others to make 

space for genuine conversation and 

connection. Our aim is to pair this 

Breakfast Church experience with 

our "You Are Witnesses of These 

Things" retreat, taking place on May 

9-10.  
 

The bulk of our service time together 

will be about sharing stories of Jesus 

in our own lives. There 

will be one or two 

stories shared with the 

large group, to give an 

example of what this 

can look like. Then we 

will invite those who 

attended the retreat 

(and are willing) to 

share a story of Jesus with the table 

group they are eating with. As time 

permits and the Holy Spirit moves, 

we will invite others at the table to 

share their own stories of how God 

has been at work in their lives. (If 

you prefer to listen and not speak, 

that is always welcome!) 
     

Our aim with this Breakfast Church 

experience is to focus our attention 

on what God has done and is doing 

within our congregation, and to 

celebrate God's presence amongst us. 

This will be a new way of worship, 

and I invite you to consider it as a 

holy experiment. If it feeds our 

congregation in beautiful ways and 

people want to do it again sometime, 

great. If not, it is one Sunday of 

newness.  
 

I am hopeful, however, that God will 

show up in powerful ways (as is 

promised when we gather together in 

Jesus' name to share stories of the 

good news of God's love). I invite 

you to come to this worship service 

with an open heart and an appetite. If 

nothing else, your body will be fed! 

Our prayer is that your spirit will be 

fed, too.  
      

If you love to cook and are willing to 

share your gift with the community, 

please contact Pr. Emily or Pr. 

Zachariah to provide food for this 

worship service! 
 

Pastor Zachariah
 

  

Palm Sunday Worship 
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Campus Ministry News 
 

Congratulations College Grads! 
 

My name is Snow Hickox. I’ll be 

graduating MSU with a master’s 

degree in human resources & labor 

relations. I also received the same 

degree at MSU as an undergrad. I 

will be starting a full-time job with 

Ford Motor Company this June 

after an internship with them last 

summer. During the summer I did 

DEI work involving transgender employees. I hope to 

continue advocacy work there. I dream of one day getting 

my PhD and studying stigmatized mental health disorders 

in the workplace to help improve conditions for those 

who have them. 

  

I had a rough relationship with religion growing up. 

Often being taught that God would punish my friends and 

I for being queer. That God is all about fear and control. 

This stayed in my heart for several years. After the 

Michigan State shooting back in 2023, one of my best 

friends took me to ULC the next day since they were 

hosting a pancake breakfast, and I couldn’t go home that 

day due to my family being in Texas. From there, I was 

reintroduced to what the church could be — a place of 

love and understanding. I began to understand that God 

did not hate me and grew both as a person and spiritually 

from the community I found.  

 

When I was having health issues, which later turned out 

to be thyroid cancer, the church was by my side the 

whole time. I have no family in the entire Midwest, and 

they came together to make sure I was ok: providing me 

with a prayer quilt, meals after my surgery, and helping 

me pick up medicine/groceries. I cannot imagine being 

able to get through that time in my life without ULC’s 

support. I have made so many amazing friends at ULC, 

and I will never forget the compassion and community I 

built there. 

 
 

Easter 2025 
 

 

     Music Notes 
 

Calling All Children and Youth! 
 

Please join us as we prepare for Youth Sunday, May 

11th, Mother's Day. Here is our rehearsal schedule: 
   

• Sunday, May 4th: Music with Mrs. Janine - After 

church in the sanctuary 

• Wednesday, May 7th 

     5 to 5:30 p.m. - Pizza dinner 

     5:30 to 6 p.m. - Music with Mrs. Janine 

     6 to 6:30 p.m. - Mother's Day craft with Mrs. Marge 
 

Please Join Us...And Bring a Friend! 

All are Welcome! 

 

Christ is Risen! 

 

He is Risen 

Indeed! 

 

Alleluia! 
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Family Faith Formation 
 

Confirmation Camp 
 

ULC was invited to partner with 

Faith Lutheran Church in Okemos 

for a middle school confirmation 

camp at Living Water Ministries in 

their Red Pine Cabin on April 4-6. I 

accompanied three students from 

ULC.  

 

Our time at camp was spent getting 

to know one another through a 

variety of activities — touring the 

camp; learning what a Lutheran 

framework means for how we 

engage with and think about the 

world; eating delicious food; and 

playing Tetris XL Tumble, 

Telestrations, 4-square, pickleball, 

hide & seek tag, basketball, and gaga 

ball. We also sang around the 

campfire and worshipped together 

using the Holden Evening Prayer and 

shared Holy Communion during a 

morning worship. 

 

Most importantly we learned how to 

build loving relationships to 

transform strangers into friends. I am 

glad we were able to partner with 

Faith Lutheran Church and 

participate in this opportunity! 
 

Pastor Zachariah 

 

 

Congratulations High School Grads! 
 

Libby Baswell I am graduating 

from Holt High School and plan to 

attend Lansing Community College 

in the fall. There I will start 

working toward a degree in Speech 

Pathology while playing volleyball. 

 

At just a couple months old, I was 

the first member of the Baswell 

family to become a member of the church because I was 

baptized before the rest of the family became official 

members. I have fond memories of Sunday school, 

Christmas plays, egg hunts, and of so many great people 

at ULC. 

 

Brianna Green I am graduating 

from Haslett High School and plan 

to pursue a BFA in musical theatre 

or acting. I'm forever grateful for all 

the support, love, and encourage-

ment I've received from the ULC 

community during my time here!  

 

You all have welcomed me with 

open arms, showing me God's abundant love. Through 

singing, sewing baskets, parking vehicles, participating in 

youth group, traveling to the ELCA Youth Gathering in 

New Orleans, attending Lutheran Summer Music, and 

engaging in countless other ways within this community, 

I have found a family at ULC who has helped me grow 

into a better human, artist, and child of God. Thank you 

for being such an important part of my faith journey! 

 
Santiago Sauceda I’m graduating 

from Haslett High School and plan 

to attend Lansing Community 

College this fall. I then plan to 

transfer to the University of 

Michigan to pursue a career in 

teaching Elementary Science, 

History and Music. 

 

It feels surreal to think that I’ve been part of this church 

for 17 years. Many of you have watched me grow from a 

baby into, basically, a grown up. Throughout all the ups 

and downs of life, this church has been a constant. I 

couldn’t be more grateful. 

 

ULC has played such an important role in shaping who I 

am today. I’ve made lifelong friends, met truly beautiful 

people, and discovered so much about myself along the 

way. This community has lifted me up, supported me, 

and helped raise me and for that, I’ll always be thankful. 

 

Looking out at the congregation now, I feel nothing but 

excitement and deep appreciation. I’m surrounded by 

people who have loved me, guided me, and shared in my 

journey. Thank you all for being such an integral part of 

my life. 
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ULC Memorial Library 
 

Mini Book Sale 
 

The ULC Library is offering a 

different kind of book sale. We 

have received donations that 

will not be put into the library 

collection. Rather than recycle 

the books at MSU, we thought 

we would recycle them with 

you – members of ULC. 

 

We will not put all the books 

out at one time but instead will 

display just a few books from which to choose. Right 

now, there are many books for children. You are 

welcome to take any of the books that you can use. If you 

wish, you may donate to the library or coffee hour fund. 

Any money collected will be 

split between the two. There are 

envelopes for any donations. 

Either way, the books are yours 

to keep or return when you are 

finished with them to recycle 

again. 

 

Please, let the Library Team 

know if there is any way we can 

make it easier for you to find 

items of interest. Visit the ULC Library anytime. It is a 

wonderful place to spend some time. 
 

The Library Team 

 

 

ULC Book Club 
 

Warrior Girl Unearthed 
 

The ULC Book Club will 

meet on Thursday, May 15 at 10 a.m. 

before taking a break for 

the summer months. We 

will discuss Warrior Girl 

Unearthed by Angeline 

Boulley. This book 

follows a group of friends 

and their efforts to have a 

set of bones returned to 

their tribe from the 

museum where they are currently 

stored. 

 

We will resume meeting in 

September. We meet on the third 

Thursday of the month. We 

offer three ways to participate. 

You can join us in person at 

ULC in the Fireside room, join 

us via ZOOM or we can send 

you a recording of the 

discussion. 

 

We depend on email to keep 

those wishing to attend informed of 

any changes in meeting time or 

location as well as the books we 

choose for our discussions. If you 

would like to join us, please reach 

out to Beth 

Rahe bwojan1@gmail.com or Mary 

Kotnik at mkotnik@comcast.net so 

we can add you to our email list. 

 

Looking ahead: Over the summer we 

will read Black Detroit by Herb 

Boyd for our September meeting. 

Our October book is The Lion 

Women of Tehran by Marjan Kamali. 
 

Beth Rahe and Mary Kotnik 

 

 

 
ULC Council met on April 15, 2025. 

The meeting was in-person and on 

Zoom 

 

The following are some highlights: 

 

• Council approved the local group 

Eliminating Racism & Creating/ 

Celebrating Equality (ERACCE) 

to use our basement choir room as 

an office space.  

• Council and the Facilities Team 

are working on re-certifying the 

elevator.  

• Council approved pastoral leave 

for a wedding in Madagascar this 

summer (Congratulations Nato 

and Narindra!). Ways to support 

local ministries forthcoming. 

  

Emily Kirkpatrick 

ULC Secretary 

 

mailto:bwojan1@gmail.com
mailto:mkotnik@comcast.net
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Outreach of the Month 

Food Packing with the Islamic Center 
  

Throughout our country 

and our world people 

are going hungry. 

Prices are surging and 

food insecurity is 

becoming a reality for 

more people. We have 

a unique opportunity to 

feed thousands of 

people in our 

community and across 

the world for just 35 

cents and a couple 

hours of labor. 
  

Every year since 2015, University 

Lutheran Church has partnered with 

the Islamic Center for our annual 

Food Packing Event. Kids Coalition 

Against Hunger supplies us with the 

ingredients to make a minimum of 

10,000 meals at 35 cents per meal. 

One-third of these meals remains in 

our local community, one-third goes 

throughout the United States, and 

one-third is distributed worldwide. It 

costs $3,500 to sponsor the event 

(10,000 meals x $0.35/meal). Our 

ULC share is one-half of that, or 

$1,750. While that might seem like a 

lot, consider these figures: $3.50 

buys a food packet (10 meals per 

packet), $35 buys 100 meals. For less 

than a meal for two at a restaurant, 

we can feed 100 people! In 2024, we 

were able to package 12,000 meals 

thanks to the generous donations and 

volunteer support of members of 

ULC and the Islamic Center. The 

more that is donated and the more 

people that volunteer, the more meals 

we can pack to contribute to a 

reduction in hunger across the world. 
  

ULC is hosting the event this year in 

our Fellowship Hall on Sunday,  

Sept. 28, following 

worship. Mark your 

calendars and plan to 

join us. This is a bye 

week for MSU football. 

Kids as young as 

kindergarten are 

welcome to join, and 

there are tasks available 

for those who are not 

able to stand for long 

periods. More details 

will be available as the 

event gets closer. To 

donate, you can write a check to 

University Lutheran Church, or you 

can contribute electronically at the 

ULC website (www.ulcel.org) via 

PayPal or a credit card. Please 

include “Food Packing” in the 

memo/notes.  
 

Together, we can bring together two 

communities and use our hands to do 

God’s work in ensuring the 

thousands of people are fed. 
 

Jay DuBois-Jones 

  

Group photo from the 2024 Food Packing event. 

Earthkeeping News 
 

MSU DOs Serve ULC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

MSU students in the Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine track 
offered to do a service project at ULC for a nationwide day of 

service called "DO Day" on Saturday, April 12th. A few 
students helped the Grounds/Earthkeeping Teams do yard 

work around ULC. 
 

ULC Receives Award from FAN 
 

Pastor Emily reported to the congregation that FAN 

(Face Addiction Now, formerly Families Against 

Narcotics) awarded the ULC Leadership and 

congregation the Chief David Hall Annual Community 

Service Award. 
 

The plaque, located in the  

narthex, reads:  In appreciation 

of their unwavering support to 

the mission of the Ingham FAN  

Chapter. From the very  

beginning and at no charge,  

they have opened their doors  

and provided a safe and  

comfortable meeting place for  

our organization and all those within the community 

who attend FAN’s family forum. 2024 
 

FAN meets monthly at ULC on the 4th Tuesday of the 

month at 7 p.m. 

 

http://www.ulcel.org/


Lux May 2025  Page 8 

   Prayers & Squares Chapter 163 
 

“Eggs” Contribute to GLFB 
 

“Buy an Egg-Give an Egg” was a huge 

success! With the high price of eggs 

making it difficult for folks to carry on the 

tradition of dying eggs, our church quilters 

used up scraps to make cloth, recyclable 

Easter eggs. The suggested donation was 

two dollars with many folks adding more 

because all the money was given to the 

Greater Lansing Area Food Bank. More 

than $650 was collected! The eggs are perfect for 

stashing a chocolate bunny or gift card. They can be 

washed and dried to be used again next year. Thank you 

to everyone who participated by making the eggs and to 

the people who supported this worthy cause.  
 

Some important dates of upcoming Prayers & Squares 

events: 

• Sunday, May 4th – awarding two Quilts of Valor  

• Sunday, May 11th – honoring our five graduating 

high school seniors 

• Saturday, June 21st - Baby Quilt Workshop for 

Trinity Lutheran in New Era, MI   
 

The Sunday events will take place 

during our regularly scheduled worship 

services. Making baby quilts for Trinity 

Lutheran’s Baby Pantry has become a 

tradition here at ULC thanks to Liz 

Christensen who introduced us when she 

was a student at MSU. There are always 

jobs that do not require sewing 

experience. We look forward to filling 

the Fellowship Hall with lots of happy faces! 
 

A dedicated group continues to meet each Tuesday 

morning in the Fellowship Hall from 10 a.m. until  

12:30 p.m. to make prayer quilts as well as bed size quilts 

for the refugees.   
 

If you know someone who needs our prayers with a quilt, 

please contact Ann Booren, Bobbie Davis or one of the 

pastors. 
 

Bobbie Davis 

 

   

 

Mentoring with Potato Chips 
 

Kay Meints, a Kids Hope USA 

mentor, at Forest View Elementary 

School in Lansing wrote the 

following description of her session 

with a student. The student’s name 

has been changed. 

 

Jesse was excited today when I 

showed up with the unfinished 

Potato Chip Vending Machine box 

from last week.  She unloaded my 

bag as usual and was pleased to see 

the Monopoly Junior game, but she 

just set it aside and immediately 

looked over the 10 assorted 

individual bags of potato chips and 

the assorted art supplies she found.  

We cut some of the flaps off the 

sides of the box to make shelves to 

hold the bags of chips. She cut out 

tokens for our customers to use to 

buy the chips.  We cut a hole in the 

front to allow them to insert the 

token into the machine.  She wanted 

to “sell” the chips to her classmates, 

but since there were only 10 bags of 

chips, there were not enough for 

everyone.  

 

Then I asked if 

we could “sell” a 

bag to the science 

teacher to say 

thank you for 

allowing us to use 

her classroom 

every week. Jesse 

liked that idea. I 

coached her to tell the teacher what 

we were doing, where to put the 

token, and how to select the chips 

she wanted. The teacher played along 

and Jesse pushed the selected bag of 

chips out through the hole for the 

teacher. The teacher wanted to give 

the bag back to us, but Jesse said 

“no, it is for you.”    

 

We then took our machine on the 

“road”.  We found other teachers, the 

custodian and the secretary. Jesse 

explained what to do, getting very 

good at it by the time we 

had given nine bags away.  

She decided to keep one 

bag for herself.  But then 

we saw one last teacher and 

Jesse gave her the bag she 

had saved for herself. She 

had a smile on her face that 

went from ear to ear. And 

so did the teachers. 

 

Making a potato chip vending 

machine would not have been on my 

list of things to do with a student in a 

million years. But what fun we had 

following Jesse’s lead. I wonder 

what she will come up with next.  
 

Barbara Kissling 

ULC Kids Hope USA Director  
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Racial Justice Team 
 

Join us for a Movie and Discussion 
 

The Racial Justice Team invites you 

to our next movie presentation, A 

Time for Burning. There will be two 

viewing options — Sunday, May 4 

and Friday, May 16. 

 

On Sunday, May 4, we invite you to 

grab some coffee hour snacks and 

come to the Fireside Room following 

worship. The film is 56 minutes long and we will lead a 

short discussion following. 
 

On Friday, May 16, we will be offering dinner at  

5:30 p.m. The movie will begin at 6:00 in the Fireside 

Room. (Arriving at 6 to watch the movie without dinner 

is also an option.) Again, we will lead a short discussion 

of the documentary at its conclusion. Look for the sign-

up sheet in the narthex. 
 

A Time for Burning is a 1966 American documentary 

film that explores the attempts of the minister of 

Augustana Lutheran Church in Omaha, Nebraska, to 

persuade his all-white congregation to reach out to 

"Negro" Lutherans in the city's north side. The film was 

directed by San Francisco filmmaker William C. Jersey 

and was nominated for Best Documentary Feature in the 

1967 Academy Awards. 
 

Looking ahead: Summer field trips to the Broad Museum 

and the Jim Crow Museum, Big Rapids.  
 

ULC Racial Justice Team 

 

An Evening with Nadia Bolz-Weber in Grand Rapids 
 

On Thursday, June 25, this tour will 

be at Fountain Street Church, Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. If enough people 

are interested in attending, we will 
take the ULC van. Go to the website 

to purchase your ticket and reach 
out to Pastor Emily if you want to 

carpool. The following is info from 

the website (nadiabolzweber.com 
/revival/): 
 

Why a Red State Revivals Tour? 

A Note from Nadia: “Because first 
and foremost, this is not the moment 

to concede the Christian faith to 

nationalists. Nor is it the moment to 
double down on things that don’t 

work. 
 

I’m just not willing to keep having 
my ideas about myself, other people, 

and the world be more informed by 
the sh** I read on the internet than 

on what I experience in my actual 

life. 
 

So, I want to gather with you, laugh 

with you, and sing with you. 
 

I want to be revived from 
despair and from self-righteousness. 
 

I want us to remind each other of 

what’s most important and least 

popular right now. Namely: humility, 
curiosity, mercy and hope – the 

things Jesus of Nazareth yammered 

on about and that were as difficult to 
embrace then as they are now. 

In other words, I do not want to be 
afraid and I do not want to be 

alone.” 
 

So let’s gather in the good and holy 
flesh and revive our weary hearts. 
 

Here’s the schedule: 
 

5:45 p.m. Doors Open for Singing 

Practice. 
 

6-6:20 p.m. – Pop-up Singing 
Practice with Nadia. Do you like to 

sing? Then show up because you’re 

in. Nothing else needed. 
 

6:30 p.m. Doors Open for Main 

Event 
 

6:30-7 p.m. – Meet Nadia at the 

front of the Sanctuary 
 

7-8:30 p.m. Main Event

https://www.tixtree.com/e/an-evening-with-nadia-bolz-weber-in-grand-rapids-0c015b5d2e8e
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Birthdays 
  

 1 Janine Novenske  

  Smith 

  Lily Green 

  Asher Greiter 

 2 Ralph Frisch 

  Christine Harder 

  Barry Williams 

  David Williams 

   3  Robert Lasley 

  Jan Becker 

   4  Ian Brown 

  Bobbie Davis 

 5  Alex Williams 

 7  Emma Tracy 

 11 Maggie Foley 

 16  Jack Guevara 

  Janice Mutka 

  Steve Sneed 

 17  Darlene Romsos 

  Sophie Shipman 

 18  Laura Sauceda 

 19  Amanda Brown 

 20  Sal Bubolz 

 21  Hannah Hagman 

  Louise Paquette 

  Karen Sanders  

 24  Nancy Lindman 

 25 Leslie Booren 

 27  Bryan McPhall 

  Demani Ruiz 

 28 Ashton McPhall 

  Gavin Witter 

 30  Megan Mahoney 

  Terrie Reinoehl 

 31  Robert Baldus 

  Caroline Hoffman 

 
Anniversaries 
 

 1 Jeff & Kathy Bracken 

 4  Sandy & Bobbie Davis 
Brandon & Jay DuBois-

Jones 

 8  Bruce & Terrie Reinoehl 

 20 Corbin & Paula Davis 

 22  Mike & Vicki Anderson 

 27  Hal & Betsye Prince 

 28  Ed & Laura Brown 

 

ULC Archives 
 

Wheeling Through the Sanctuary 
 

Did you know that from 1997-

2001 ULC had a campus pastor 

who rode a unicycle to the front 

of the church and cycled across the 

United States? Pastor Lars Clausen 

was featured in a Lux article in the 

June 2004 issue about a visit back to 

East Lansing where he shared about 

his record-setting unicycle ride 

across the United States. This 

fundraiser event raised $3,376.36 

for statewide Lutheran campus 

ministries.  

 

The article states, “During the 

fundraiser, Lars recounted his unicycle journey from 

the Olympia Peninsula of Washington to the Statue of 

Liberty and returning west to end at the Santa Monica 

Pier in California. The trip covered all 48 contiguous 

states plus Hawaii and Alaska. He told how the trip was 

conceived, planned, trained and carried out. 

‘Some of the most inspirational moments,’ he 

explained, ‘were the many kindnesses and 

intriguing conversations he experienced with 

welcoming strangers along the way.’ The 

Seward Peninsula Endowment Fund was the 

recipient of hundreds of thousands of dollars 

raised from the ride. Lars served his first call at 

this 110-year-old Inupiat Eskimo Ministry in 

Nome, Alaska.” 

 

As part of the events, Lars had a 

drawing for a unicycle. The winner was 

Roger Hoopingarner who said, “I am 

really going to need lessons.” A copy 

of Lars’ book can be found in the ULC 

Library and archives. 
 

Connie Lenkowski 

 

 

 

 

 

The deadline for the Summer (June/July/August) Lux is Friday, May 16.   
 
E-mail articles to Amy Wagenknecht at amylarryw@comcast.net and 
Mandy O’Neil at ulcsec@ulcel.org or place them in the Lux mailbox in the 
ULC office. Articles may be edited for size or readability, but you will be 
contacted if significant changes are made. Keep those wonderful photos 
and articles coming! Thanks!   

 
 

mailto:amylarryw@comcast.net
mailto:ulcsec@ulcel.org
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 1  1:30p Accessibility Team-Fireside 
  7:00p Sr. Choir Rehearsal-Sanctuary 
 3 10:45a Saturday Morning Bible Study-ULC Library 
  11:00a Victor Dotson Funeral 
 4 9:00a Sunday School 
  10:00a Sunday Worship-Sanctuary/YouTube 
  11:15a Youth Sunday Practice-Sanctuary 
  11:30a RJT Film: “A Time for Burning”- Fireside 
  5:00p  HS Youth Group-Youth Room 
 5 4:00p Tight Knit-Fireside 
  6:30p Racial Justice Team Meeting-Zoom* 
 6 7:30a Tuesday Morning Bible Study-Zoom* 
  10:00a Prayers & Squares-Fellowship 
  1:00p Staff Meeting-Conference 
  2:45p Faith, Writing & Reflection-Zoom* 
 7 8:00a Mushers-IHOP, EL 
  9:30p Lux/Communications-Conference 
  Noon Lectio Bible Study-Zoom*  
  4:30p Lead Management Team-Zoom* 
  5:00p Youth Sunday Dinner & Rehearsal 
 8  9:30a  Brunch Bunch-IHOP, EL 
  11:00a Friendship House Annual Meeting-Fellowship 
  7:00p Sr. Choir Rehearsal-Sanctuary 
 9 5:00p “You Are Witnesses” Retreat–St. Francis Center 
 10 8:00a “You Are Witnesses” Retreat–St. Francis Center  
  10:45a  Saturday Morning Bible Study-Library  
 11 9:00a Sunday School 
  10:00a Sunday Worship (Youth Sunday)-Sanct/YouTube 

 12    4:00p Tight Knit-Fireside 
 13 7:30a Tuesday Morning Bible Study-Zoom* 

  10:00a Prayers & Squares-Fellowship   
  1:00p Staff Meeting-Conference 
  2:45p Faith, Writing & Reflection-Zoom* 
  6:30p Racial Justice Caucus Meeting-Zoom  
 14  8:00a Mushers-IHOP, EL   
  Noon Lectio Divina Bible Study-Zoom* 
  5:30p Stew Crew-Shipmans’   
  6:00p Finance Committee-Zoom 

 15 10:00a ULC Book Club-Fireside 
  7:00p Senior Choir-Sanctuary 
  16 5:30p RJT Movie/Dinner: “A Time for Burning”-Fireside 
 17  10:45a  Saturday Morning Bible 
 18  9:00a Sunday School 
  10:00a Breakfast Church Sunday Worship-Fellowship 
    Synod Assembly (thru 20th) – Mt. Pleasant 
 19 4:00p Tight Knit-Fireside 
 20  7:30a Tuesday Morning Bible Study-Zoom* 
  10:00a Prayers & Squares-Fellowship 
  12:30p Lychnion Circle-Fireside 
  1:00p Staff Meeting-Conference 
  2:45p Faith, Writing & Reflection-Zoom* 
  7:00p Families Against Narcotics-Fellowship 
 21 8:00a Mushers-IHOP, EL 
  9:45a Amnos-Burcham Hills  
  Noon Lectio Divina Bible Study-Zoom* 
  1:00p Rhodon-Conference  
 22 3:30p Food Movers Distribution-Drive-thru 
  6:30p Council Meeting-Conference/Zoom 
  7:00p Senior Choir-Sanctuary 
 23 1:00p Fourth Friday Friends-Delhi Café-Holt  
 24 10:45a Saturday AM Bible Study-Library   
 25 9:00a Sunday School 
  10:00a Sunday Worship-Sanctuary/YouTube 
 26   Memorial Day 
 27  7:30a Tuesday Morning Bible Study-Zoom* 
  10:00a Prayers & Squares-Fellowship Hall 
  1:00p  Staff Meeting 
  2:45p Faith, Writing & Reflection-Zoom* 

  7:00p Face Addiction Now (FAN) - Fellowship  
  7:00p  Pub Theology-Harrison Roadhouse, E. Lansing 

 28 8:00a Mushers-IHOP, EL 
  Noon Lectio Divina Bible Study-Zoom* 
 29  7:00p Senior Choir-Sanctuary 
 30 6:00p MI Refugee Hope meal-Shipmans’ 
 31 10:00a Coffee Connections-Strange Matter Coffee, Lansing 

  10:45a Saturday AM Bible Study-Library 

 

 

ULC Office Hours 
Tuesday - Thursday 

9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Closed Monday & Friday 

 

Reminder: Please let the office know 

when ULC meetings and events are 

scheduled, even if they’re happening 

virtually. We would like to keep the 

calendar current. Thanks! 

*Zoom link contacts: Lectio Divina – Bill 
Trevarthen; Faith, Writing & Reflection, 
Carole Ford cfordllp@yahoo.com;Tuesday 
morning study, larry.wagenknecht@gmail. 
com;  

 

The Communications Team has a request. If you take photos on 

your phone during ULC events and would like to share them 

with the congregation, email them to ulcelmedia@gmail.com. 

We’ll add them to our photo archive. Who knows, they may 

even end up in the Lux or on the website! 

 

mailto:cfordllp@yahoo.com
mailto:larry.wagenknecht@gmail.%20com
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Rev. Emily Shipman 

Lead Pastor 
 

Rev. Zachariah Shipman 
Associate Pastor 
 

Janine Novenske Smith 
Director of Worship & the Arts 
 

Mandy O’Neil 

Office Administrator 
 

Gary Carl 
Financial Administrator 
 

Mary Letvenow 

Event Coordinator 
 

Kristie Wiggert 
Organist 
 

John Dale Smith 
Pianist 
 

Louise Paquette 

Director of Handbells 
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Change service requested 

 

The Greater Church 
 

2025 ELCA Churchwide Assembly 
 

The 2025 ELCA Churchwide Assembly will be held July 28–Aug. 2, 2025, at the 

Phoenix Convention Center in Phoenix, Ariz. This Assembly, the primary 

decision-making body of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, is a process 

of communal spiritual discernment. Over the course of the assembly, voting 

members: 
 

• Hear reports and review the work of churchwide officers, leaders and units. 

• Receive and consider proposals from synod assemblies. 

• Elect officers, board members and other leaders as specified by the constitution 

or bylaws. 

• Establish ELCA churchwide 

   policy. 

• Worship together. 

• Adopt a budget. 

• Conduct other business related to 

   the ELCA churchwide organization. 
 

           From ELCA.org 
 

mailto:ulcsec@ulcel.org
http://www.ulcel.org/
https://www.elca.org/about/leadership/churchwide-assembly

