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Quilts of Valor Sewing Day 
 

On Saturday, Feb. 8, more 

than 20 ULC members and 

friends gathered in the 

Fellowship Hall for our 

annual Quilts of Valor 

Sewing Day. In the afternoon 

we were pleased to award 

QOV to four members of the 

Michigan Vietnam 

Helicopter Pilots 

Association.  
 

A Quilt of Valor is a quality handmade quilt that is machine or hand quilted. It 

is awarded to service members and living veterans of the United States Armed 

Forces. These tangible tokens of appreciation unequivocally say, “Thank you 

for your service and sacrifice in serving our nation.” As of Jan. 31, 2025, 

403,609 QOV have been awarded nationally. See more photos on page 7.  
 

A dedicated group continues to meet each Tuesday morning in the Fellowship 

Hall from 10 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. to make prayer quilts, bed-size quilts for 

refugees, baby quilts for the Baby Pantry in New Era, MI and Quilts of Valor. 

If you are unable to join us in person, we have quilt top kits available. Come 

be part of this wonderful Prayers & Squares ministry. 

Bobbie Davis 
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Mark Your Calendars . . . 
 

Ash Wednesday Worship 
March 5 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Daylight Saving Time 
Begins 

Sunday, March 9 
 

Mid-Week Lenten Worship 
Wednesday, March 12, 

19 & 26 at Noon 
Soup & Bread Lunch following 

 

Coffee Connections 
Saturday, March 22 at 10 a.m. 

Moka & Co. 
4738 Central Park Dr, Okemos 

 

Pub Theology 
Tuesday, March 25 at 7 p.m. 

The Irish Pub 
1910 W. Saginaw, Lansing 

 

Food Movers 
Thursday, March 27 
Drive-thru Distribution  

3:30 p.m. 
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From the Pastor's Pen . . . 
 

Continue to Love, Even Our Enemies 
 

Some of our nation's leaders have 

been slandering those who choose to 

love their neighbors, help the poor, 

care for the stranger, clothe the 

naked, and free the oppressed. In 

particular, I am referencing a post 

made by Mike Flynn and shared by 

Elon Musk (https://x.com/GenFlynn/ 

status/1885872007062892568?mx=2).  
 

In this post, Flynn slanders 

Lutherans, in particular 

Lutheran Immigration 

and Refugee Service, 

Lutheran Social 

Services of the South, 

and Lutheran Services 

Florida, claiming that 

these organizations are 

using "religion as a 

money laundering 

operation." This is a lie 

most harmful. I am disheartened by 

the reality that there are people in 

power using their influence to 

destroy programs that help people in 

need. You may be familiar with our 

local Lutheran aid organization: 

Samaritas (formerly Lutheran Social 

Services). I am heartbroken but not 

surprised. Jesus warned his disciples 

of the reality of sinful humanity. 
 

Let me explain. I define sin as this: 

thoughts and actions that destroy 

relationship. Jesus sums up the law 

and the prophets (what we are 

supposed to do) as: Love God and 

love your neighbors as you love 

yourself (paraphrase from Matthew 

22:34-40). Jesus declares the point 

and purpose of human existence is to 

build loving relationships. The 

opposite of that, destroying 

relationships and harming our 

neighbor, is therefore sinful. The law 

given to the Israelites highlights this 

truth. What we are experiencing in 

the United States, presently, is 

valuing money and power more than 

relationships. This has been the 

common thread throughout human 

history. This is why horrific acts of 

violence, destruction, and terror have 

marred human history. People 

choose to destroy relationships (or 

their possibility) for selfish reasons. 

So, what do we do in light of this 

reality? Jesus gives us guidance. 
 

Luke 6:22-23; 27-36, “22‘Blessed are 

you when people hate you, and when 

they exclude you, 

revile you, and 

defame you on 

account of the Son of 

Man. 23Rejoice on 

that day and leap for 

joy, for surely your 

reward is great in 

heaven; for that is 

what their ancestors 

did to the prophets... 
 

 ‘27But I say to you that listen, Love 

your enemies, do good to those who 

hate you, 28bless those who curse 

you, pray for those who abuse you. 
29If anyone strikes you on the cheek, 

offer the other also; and from anyone 

who takes away your coat do not 

withhold even your shirt. 30Give to 

everyone who begs from you; and if 

anyone takes away your goods, do 

not ask for them again. 31Do to others 

as you would have them do to you.  
 
32‘If you love those who love you, 

what credit is that to you? For even 

sinners love those who love them. 
33If you do good to those who do 

good to you, what credit is that to 

you? For even sinners do the same. 
34If you lend to those from whom 

you hope to receive, what credit is 

that to you? Even sinners lend to 

sinners, to receive as much again.  
 
35But love your enemies, do good, 

and lend, expecting nothing in return. 

Your reward will be great, and you 

will be children of the Most High; 

for he is kind to the ungrateful and 

the wicked. 36Be merciful, just as 

your Father is merciful.’” 
 

What do we do in the midst of 

troubling times? We continue to 

love, even our enemies. What does 

that mean? Does it mean we allow 

our enemies to do whatever they 

like? No. Does it mean we speak the 

truth, and do it in love? Yes. 

Speaking the truth is love.  
 

Let us tell the story of Lutheran 

Social Services across our great 

nation, the lives restored, the love 

shared, the communities built up, the 

hungry fed, the naked clothed, the 

oppressed set free. Let us tell the 

good news of Jesus and his love and 

invite others to see the truth: that 

loving relationship is where value, 

meaning, and abundance is found. 

Not in money, not in power, not in 

control over others.  
 

Loving relationships are where we 

find value. This is what our country 

so desperately needs: love for our 

neighbors, a willingness to listen to 

the stories of others, a cease to 

slander and hate speech, and a 

common purpose of building up our 

nation to be a place of safety, 

security, friendship, and peace. 
 

If you want to speak truth to power, 

here is a helpful article: https://www. 

freep.com/story/news/local/michigan/20

25/02/05/how-to-contact-your-elected-

officials-in-michigan/78206703007/. 
Jesus knew that power and money 

would corrupt people to destroy 

relationships. As followers of Jesus, 

we fight the good fight by speaking 

truth and continuing the work of 

building loving relationships in our 

homes, in our communities, in our 

country, and in the world. This is 

how we fight: love, even for our 

enemies. 
 

Pr. Zachariah Shipman  

(he/him/his)

https://x.com/GenFlynn/%20status/1885872007062892568?mx=2
https://x.com/GenFlynn/%20status/1885872007062892568?mx=2
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Earthkeeping News 
 

We Need Your Earth Day Ideas! 
 

Earth Day is coming up fast (Apr. 22) and the Earthkeeping Team is looking for 
volunteer ideas! If you have ideas for how ULC can celebrate Earth Day, please email 
at brandocalrissian94@gmail.com or call/text at (810) 250-2625. 
 

Brandon Dubois-Jones 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ash Wednesday Worship 
March 5 – 6.30 p.m. 
Imposition of Ashes  

In-person and streaming 
 

Mid-week Lenten Worship 
Wednesdays at Noon 
March 12, 19 & 26 

Apr. 2 and 9 
 

Worship in the sanctuary followed 
by soup and bread lunch in the 

Fireside Room. 
 

The noon service will be available on the ULC 
YouTube page later in the day. 

 

mailto:brandocalrissian94@gmail.com
https://www.wejoinin.com/sheets/jofme
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Campus Ministry News 
 

Spring Break Trip Update 
 

From March 1-8, our campus ministry program will 

embark on our Spring Break trip. In last month's issue of 

Lux, we highlighted what we will be doing. This 

month, I want to highlight some beautiful 

partnerships being formed through this trip.  

 

We are partnering with two other campus 

ministry programs to invite other students along 

on our journey. We have opened our doors to 

The People's Church, East Lansing Campus 

Ministry program as well as Lord of Light 

Lutheran Church & Campus Ministry in Ann Arbor. Pr. 

Zachariah knows the campus ministry leaders of these 

two sites (both of whom are wonderful).  

 

Each program reached out to us in hopes of partnership. 

They had too few students to do their own trip but still 

had some students seeking to participate. Two 

students from each site will join us and Pr. Haley 

Hanson, from the People's Church, will also 

attend and help lead the trip.  

 

It is a blessing to have others join us on our trip 

this year! It is a beautiful Holy Spirit 

occurrence as well, as our focus for the year is 

"Love your neighbor." If you would like to hear 

the students share their experiences about the trip, please 

join us for worship at ULC on Mar. 9 at 10 a.m.! 
 

Pastor Zachariah 

 

Campus Ministry Service Opportunity 
 

Our campus ministry program meets 

every Friday at 5 p.m. for a meal and 

some sort of activity (Bible study, 

worship, games, fellowship). If you 

would like to participate in our 

Campus Ministry program, one need 

we have is providing meals each 

week for our students. To provide 

food for others is a beautiful, and 

Biblical, way of loving your 

neighbors.  
 

If cooking is a gift of yours, please 

know that we would love to have you 

share your gift with our program! If 

cooking isn't a gift of yours, and you 

still would like to help, there are 

many gifted restaurants in our area 

who would gladly prepare food for 

our group (for a price!). If you are 

interested in helping, below is a link 

to sign up to provide a meal. On the 

sign-up website, there is food allergy 

information and how many people to 

prepare for. https://www.signup 

genius.com/go/8050C4CAFAF2FA5

F58-54043348-2025#/ 
 

Pastor Zachariah 

 

March Outreach of the Month 

United Campus Christian Fellowship 
 

United Campus Christian Fellowship 

(UCCF) is a multi-campus, multi-

denominational campus ministry that 

engages with students, faculty and staff in 

the greater Grand Rapids MI area. It 

specifically serves the campuses of Grand Valley State 

University, Grand Rapids Community College, and 

Kendall College of Art and Design. UCCF is a unique 

partnership between four denominations: the ELCA, the 

United Methodist Church, the Presbyterian Church 

(USA), and the Episcopal Church. Each provides 

financial support for this ministry; however, students, 

faculty, and staff of all faith backgrounds are welcome.  
 

UCCF creates opportunities for students to learn about 

and follow Jesus Christ in a non-judgmental, inclusive 

and open environments. We help students consider how 

their faith connects to the rest of their lives: their career 

choices, and their social justice concerns. We offer 

thoughtful Bible study, spiritual formation, 

and opportunities to put one’s faith into 

action. To be clear, for us this means 

LGBTQ+ persons are welcomed and 

affirmed. We are committed to becoming the 

inclusive community God intends us to be--and are the 

only open and affirming campus ministry serving these 

campuses. 
 

Rev. Kate Van Valkenburg, an ordained ELCA pastor, 

serves full-time as UCCF Director of Ministries. She has 

been part of the UCCF team since 2021. A native of 

Elkhart, IN, she is a graduate of Hope College and Trinity 

Lutheran Seminary. She shares this about her 

involvement with UCCF: “I love being part of this 

community of faith. It is radically inclusive and embodies 

the gospel message of justice, mercy and love.” 
 

Bruce Callen 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050C4CAFAF2FA5F58-54043348-2025#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050C4CAFAF2FA5F58-54043348-2025#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050C4CAFAF2FA5F58-54043348-2025#/
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Family Faith Formation 
 

Let’s Go to Camp! 
 

There is a beautiful place in 

Michigan called Living Water 

Ministries. It is located on 

Stony Lake near New Era, MI. 

From their website: Living 

Water Ministries “is a safe 

place for all of God’s children 

to experience intentional 

community centered in Christ 

where they are formed in their 

faith, developed as leaders, and 

equipped as servants of the 

gospel.” The way they 

accomplish this mission is by 

providing summer camp 

opportunities for various age 

groups. 

 

We had Dan Carlson, their Director 

of Programs & Partnerships, speak at 

ULC on Feb. 2 to tell us more about 

their mission and programming (I 

encourage you to check out his 

testimony here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=

514ScjUyp8Y). Camp is a beautiful 

opportunity to build friendships, 

build loving community, learn about 

Jesus, sing songs, and have fun. I 

invite you to consider sending your 

children or grandchildren to 

experience camp at Living 

Water Ministries. 

 

I also invite you to consider 

supporting this ministry 

financially as well as in prayer. 

They do powerful things that 

shape the lives of children for 

Jesus sake. They believe in 

their mission so much that they 

will not allow money to be a 

barrier to their ministry. They 

have a program called "All-

pricing," where they invite 

those attending to pay what 

they can: full price, half price, 

or not at all. This is a powerful 

way to do ministry, by allowing 

all people to come. 

 

For more information about Living 

Water Ministries, go to: 

www.elcalivingwater.com. 
 

Pastor Zachariah

 

 

Ingham ISD Play Group Meets at ULC 
 

We are excited to announce that ULC is hosting an 

Ingham Intermediate School District (ISD) Play and 

Learn Group! If you were around ULC on Tuesday 

morning I’m sure you saw 

some new faces gathering in 

the fireside room (as well as 

lots of children’s laughter). 

These Play and Learn 

Groups run by the ISD are 

wonderful opportunities for 

families with children from 

birth to age five to come 

together for educational 

play and connection. This is an important resource for our 

community, providing a space for early childhood 

development, socialization, and family support. ULC is 

excited to offer the space for these sessions, fostering a 

welcoming environment where families can grow and 

learn together. 

 

The group will meet at ULC every Tuesday from 10-

11a.m. until Mar. 21st. If you and your child are 

interested in joining, or you know someone that is, 

enrollment is still open for this session. If the 

Tuesday time doesn’t work for you, there are other 

groups available through Ingham ISD—though not 

at ULC. For more details and to sign up, visit 

Ingham ISD's Playgroup Enrollment Page or use 

the QR code below.  

 

Please note that the Play and Learn 

Group is exclusive to enrolled 

families, but if you happen to be at 

ULC during this time, feel free to 

welcome the families attending and let 

them know we’re thrilled to support them. We’re so 

grateful to be part of this important initiative and can’t 

wait to see the joy it brings to our community!  

 

Allison Horne 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=514ScjUyp8Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=514ScjUyp8Y
http://www.elcalivingwater.com/
https://www.inghamisd.org/ouracademics/earlychildhoodservices/gpgs/inghamplaygroupschedule/
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Indian Schools, Vietnam, and Refugees 
 

Mar. 2 — Vern Seefeldt, Distinguished 

Professor Emeritus at MSU, will talk about 

his recent work of historical fiction, Kill the 

Indian, Save the Child: The Residential 

School Tragedy of Agoni Blue Cloud. 

Though we are all aware of that shameful period in both 

US and Canadian history, this small gem of a book 

provides a palpable and memorable glimpse into the utter 

disconnect between the White Man’s beliefs at that time 

about Indigenous life (especially so-called Christian 

beliefs) and the actuality of a culture that understood how 

to live with and respect both nature and one another far 

better than a people who would submit children to the 

cruelty and horror of Residential Indian Schools.  
 

I loved this book and, in the words of one reviewer, loved 

“Agoni’s Spirit and sass and Kwantum’s courage to stand 

up for her in life and in death.” The same reviewer also 

appreciated how Professor Seefeldt “wove [his] passion 

for child development and movement into the narrative.” 

Truly, I could feel the wind in my own face as Agoni ran 

through the woods! Kill the Indian, Save the Child is, 

without doubt, a tragic story, but it is one I think you will 

cherish — both for the resilience and bravery of its main 

characters, and for the opportunity to better understand a 

part of our history which we never want to repeat. Shame 

may be in our history, but hope lies in our future. 

 

As an added treat related to this forum, Professor 

Seefeldt has graciously donated 25 copies of his 

book to ULC, which, per his wishes, will be made 

available to anyone who donates $10 to the Coffee 

Hour Fund. Contact Mandy O’Neil in the office 

(517-332-2559) or me (trevarth@msu.edu or 517-281-

8022 or in person on Sundays) for more information! 
 

Mar. 9 — Beth Hoger and Lisa Swem: Impressions of 

Vietnam Beth and Lisa are not only intrepid world 

travelers, but they can also weave stories about their 

experiences to dazzle and inspire! Having only recently 

returned from a trip to Vietnam, they will share 

reflections about the war, art, religion, and assorted other 

topics (promising, says Beth, not to dwell on how hot and 

humid it was!) 
 

Mar. 16 —Social Action Team: Continuing the 

Discussion on Refugees. An open discussion about 

refugees and our church’s possible responses following 

the Mar. 9 forum showing of “The Refugee Crisis.” For 

some background information, it may be helpful to read 

the ELCA’s declaration on being a “Sanctuary 

Denomination” at: https://www.elca.org/our-work/relief-

and-development/ammparo/sanctuarychurch. 
 

Linda Trevarthen 

 

ULC Memorial Library 
 

New Accessibility Books 
 

The Accessibility Team is putting 

together a collection of books that 

supports their ministry. 

These books will be 

marked with a wheelchair 

sticker so they can be 

easily recognized. 
 

Sitting Pretty: The View 

from My Ordinary 

Resilient Disabled Body 

is by Rebekah Taussig. 

A review of the book 

states, “Disability affects all of us, 

directly or indirectly, at one point or 

another. By exploring this truth in 

poignant and lyrical essays, Taussig 

illustrates the need for more stories 

and more voices to understand the 

diversity of humanity. Sitting Pretty 

challenges us as a society to be 

patient and vigilant, practical and 

imaginative, kind 

and relentless, as we 

set to work to write 

an entirely different 

story.” 
 

Kevin Can! by Ian 

Flanagan is the story 

of a normal 10-year-old boy who 

uses a wheelchair to get around. 

Kevin and his best friend Katie have 

tons of fun discovering the things 

that Kevin can do. They find that he 

can do everything with his chair that 

you can do; he just does them a little 

differently. Kevin teaches us it is 

okay to do things differently, and 

sometimes different is fun! 

How To Be a Sister: A Love Story 

with a Twist of Autism by Eileen 

Garvin is a deeply felt, impeccably 

written memoir about life with her 

sister, Margaret, who was diagnosed 

with autism when she was three. 

How to Be a Sister speaks to 

siblings, parents, friends, and 

teachers of people with autism―and 

to anyone who sometimes struggles 

to connect with someone difficult or 

different. 
 

These books can be found on the 

coffee table in the library. We will 

highlight other books in the 

collection another time. Visit the 

library anytime. 
 

The Library Team 

https://www.elca.org/our-work/relief-and-development/ammparo/sanctuarychurch
https://www.elca.org/our-work/relief-and-development/ammparo/sanctuarychurch
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Music Notes 
 

Mark Your Calendars! 
 

Choir Scholarship Fund Benefit Concert 
Sunday, April 6th – 4 p.m. 

Featuring: Scholarship Quartet, Senior Choir,  
New Hope Singers, Handbell Choir 

 

 
ULC Book Club 
 

Half Broke Horses 
 

The ULC Book Club will meet on 

Thursday, Mar. 20 at 10 a.m. We 

will discuss Half Broke 

Horses: A True-Life 

Novel by Jeannette 

Walls. This memoir tells the 

story of Lily Casey Smith’s 

remarkable life. Written by 

her granddaughter 

(Jeannette Walls, author 

of The Glass Castle), this 

book chronicles Lily’s experiences 

from horses to automobiles and 

airplanes. It illustrates the benefits of 

resilience and perseverance in the 

face of adversity. 

 

We meet on the third 

Thursday of the month. We 

offer three ways to 

participate. You can join us 

in person at ULC in the 

Fireside room, join us via 

ZOOM or we can send you a 

recording of the discussion. 

 

We depend on email to keep those 

wishing to attend informed of any 

changes in meeting time or location 

as well as the books we choose for 

our discussions. If you would like to 

join us, please reach out to Beth 

Rahe bwojan1@gmail.com or Mary 

Kotnik at mkotnik@comcast.net so 

we can add you to our email list. 

 

Looking ahead in April we will read: 

Finding Margaret Fuller by Allison 

Pataki. 

 

Beth Rahe and Mary Kotnik 

 

 

Change in Book Nook Leadership 
 

Beth Rahe is stepping down from the Book 

Nook Outreach Ministry, and I have been 

training with her for several months. I 

applaud the work that Beth has done and 

thank her for helping to bring me onboard.  
 

I am Judy Thompson. I’ve been a member 

of University Lutheran Church for three 

years, coming from St. Stephen Lutheran 

Church where I was a member for 66 years. 

I am a book lover, so I think the Book Nook 

Ministry is a good fit for me.   

 

I enjoyed working with Beth to order more 

books to be placed in the Book Nook. I just 

returned from Florida, so I will soon begin 

working to organize the books we ordered. I 

will wait until the weather moderates a bit 

before I actually take more books out to the 

Book Nook.   

 

If anyone is interested in partnering with 

me, I’d welcome the help.  If you are a book 

lover, this may be a great opportunity for 

you to get involved. 
 

Judy Thompson 

2025 Scholarship Singers 

QOV 
Sewing Day 

 

Quilt of Valor 
Sewing Day, 

Saturday, Feb. 8 
in the ULC 

Fellowship Hall. 

Community Book Nook. 
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2025 Leadership Roster (2/7/2025) 
 

Council 
 

President: Mike Sweat   
President-Elect: Lynn Kriser 
Past-President: Jeff Guilfoyle  
Treasurer: Louise Montag 
Secretary: Emily Kirkpatrick 
Lead Pastor: Emily Shipman   
Members-at-Large: Larry Cross, 
Debbie Heidrich, Jay DuBois-Jones, 
Jeff Erickson, Nato Faliarizao 
(student)  
 

Lead Management Team 
 

Lead Pastor: Emily Shipman  
President: Mike Sweat     
President-Elect: Lynn Kriser                  
Coordinators 
 - Outreach: Bryan Rahe, Linda 

Trevarthen 
 - Resource: Amy Wagenknecht 
 - Spiritual Formation: Louise    
    Paquette, Sue Kamens 
 

Team Leaders 
 

Outreach:  
• Accessibility: Deanna Milligan, 

Beth Rahe 

• Bicycle Ministry: Gary Garbarino 

• Campus Ministry: Pr. Zach 
Shipman 

• Care Team: Linda Trevarthen, 
Emily Uebel 

• Evangelism/Book Nook: Clarke 
Anderson, Judy Thompson 

• Kids Hope: Barb Kissling 

• Prayers & Squares: Ann Booren, 
Bobbie Davis 

• Racial Justice: Vicki Anderson 

• Social Action: Bryan Rahe 

• Tight Knit: Vicki Anderson, Anne 
 Smith 

• Welcome: Emily Uebel 
 

Resource:  
• Archives: Connie Lenkowski 

• Communications: Amy 
Wagenknecht 

• Earthkeeping: Brandon Dubois-
Jones  

• Electronic Resources: Will 
Mahoney  

• Facility: Steve Viele 

• Grounds: Norm Jolin, Sr. 

• Library: Connie Lenkowski  

• Memorial Garden: Pat Lee  

• Stewardship: Nancy Lindman   
 

Spiritual Formation:  
• Altar Guild: Cindy Jenks  

• Assisting Ministers: Pr. Emily 
Shipman  

• Bell Choir: Louise Paquette  

• Choirs - Janine Novenske Smith 

• Family Faith Formation: Marge 
Mahoney, Pr. Zach Shipman 

• Forum: Linda Trevarthen  

• Seminarian Support: Pr. Emily 
Shipman 

• Small Groups: 
- Amnos Circle: Carol Mackin 
- Brunch Bunch: Jan (Mace)  
   Sollenberger 
- Coffee Connections: Jay Dubois- 
   Jones 
- Lectio Divina: Bill Trevarthen  
- Lychnion Circle: Carolyn Lohr 
- Mushers: Emmett Braselton 
- Pub Theology: Jay Dubois-Jones 
- Rhodon Circle: Connie Lenkowski 
- Saturday AM Bible Study: 
  Stephanie Hall 
- Southside 4th Friday Friends: Kris  
  Stowe 
- Spiritual Journaling: Carole Ford 
- Tuesday AM Bible Study: Larry  
  Wagenknecht   
- ULC Book Club: Mary Kotnik,  
  Beth Rahe 

• Visitation Ministry: Pr. Emily & Pr. 
Zach Shipman  

• Worship Planning: Janine N. Smith 

• Youth Ministry: Pr. Zach Shipman,  
 

Standing Committees  
 

Finance Committee: Louise Montag 
(Treas.), Justin Kirkpatrick, Louise 
Paquette, Debbie Viele, Larry 
Wagenknecht Ex-Officio – Emily 
Shipman 
 

Members in Ministry: Jeff Guilfoyle 
(Chair) Clarke Anderson, Kris Callen, 
Connie Lenkowski, Pr. Emily Shipman 
 

Endowment: Erin Frisch (chair), 
Janna Carlson (student), Larry Cross, 
Wei Dong, Brandon DuBois-Jones, 
Carol Mackin, Melissa Masnyj, Ex-
Officio – Emily Shipman (Lead 
Pastor), Mike Sweat (president) 
 

Appointed Committees 
 

Audit Committee: Gavin Witter, TBD 
 

Gift Acceptance Committee: 
Erin Frisch (Endow. Chair), Emily 
Shipman (Lead Pastor), Louise 
Montag (Treasurer), TBD (Member at 
Large), Mike Sweat (Pres.), TBD 
(Finance Committee member) 
 

Mutual Ministry Committee: Beth 
Hoger, Bruce Callen, Carole Ford, 
Brandon Baswell 
 

Personnel Committee: Cindy 
Baswell, Debbie Gift, Jeff Andresen, 
Jeff Guilfoyle (Past president) Ex-
Officio Emily Shipman (Lead Pastor)  
 

Council Liaisons: 

• Int’l Student Ministry: Jeff 
Andresen  

• Samaritas: TBD 

• Thrivent: TBD 
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Sharing Session Wisdom 
 

The Kids Hope USA ministry 

celebrated national mentoring 

month in January with a sharing 

session. Mentors, prayer partners 

and spouses attended the event 

which was last held in March, 

2023. It was so popular then, that 

mentors requested a repeat 

gathering this year to focus on 

sharing materials when mentoring 

at Forest View Elementary School. 
 

After an opening prayer by Pastor 

Emily, participants briefly introduced 

themselves and each mentor gave the 

first name and grade of their student.  

Confidentiality is an important part 

of mentoring so a mentor may be 

limited in what they say about their 

student. Kids Hope USA articles for 

the Lux also require using a different 

name for any student that is 

mentioned. 
 

A discussion on best practices for 

prayer partners was also held in order 

to keep them updated and involved in 

what the mentors are doing each 

week. Strategies can be weekly 

emails or phone calls as well as 

meeting after church on Sundays or 

during the week for coffee. Nancy 

Lindman is currently serving as the 

Prayer Partner Coordinator and plans 

to highlight communication with the 

prayer partners at least once a month.   

Mentors found the remaining time of 

the sharing session helpful to learn 

about activities and resources they 

could use with a student. Some 

examples were: 

• Books on bullying by Judy 

Ludwig 

• Books on racial justice and self-

confidence issues by Colin 

Kaepernick and Amanda Gordon 

• Use of musical instruments 

• Use of magnetic or puzzle letters 

for spelling/reading activities 

• “60-second Brain Break” activity 

• Valentine Party in a Bag 
 

A big thank you goes to everyone 

who attended the Sharing Session 

and contributed to the informative 

discussions. Debbie Heidrich closed 

with prayer. 
 

Barb Kissling 

 

Special Sensory Worship March 16th 
 

The Accessibility Team at ULC is excited that plans are 

coming together for a Worship 

Expressions Immersion service in 

March. This beautiful service will 

embrace folks for whom worship is 

often inaccessible due to sensory 

sensitivities, anxiety, and/or the 

expectations around behavior at 

traditional worship services.    
 

Janine and Pastors Emily and Zachariah have chosen the 

theme “Jesus Loves You” for this special service. It will 

take place during our regular worship time at 10 a.m. on 

Sunday, Mar. 16. Leading up to this service our team will 

provide education about what will look different that day. 

Some of the changes will include softer lighting, quiet 

and calming music, extra cues and directions for those 

joining us, and a shorter service length. And we ask our 

members to avoid all fragrances that Sunday, including 

flowers and scented hand lotions or soaps that the super 

sensitive can react to.  
 

We hope that we will also draw people who are not 

currently part of our community. Letters and flyers are 

being sent to Lansing churches, the Mid-Michigan 

Autism Association, the Adult ADHD Support group, 

mental health providers, and brain injury treatment 

facilities with this objective in mind. A personal 

invitation is powerful, so if you know someone who 

would enjoy this service, please invite them.    
 

Other differences during this special service will be an 

invitation for those worshiping to move around freely 

and express themselves, vocalizations and movement 

will be normalized within the service. We will provide 

the Fireside Room as a safe space for anyone who is 

feeling overwhelmed and needs to step away. Sensory 

aids will be available near the sanctuary doors.  
 

It is important to realize that some folks joining us may 

not be comfortable with one-on-one greetings and 

interactions. One of ULC’s strengths is the warm 

welcome we extend to visitors, which is wonderful, but 

may be uncomfortable for some new visitors that day. To 

help us sort this out our team will be providing stickers in 

three colors for all worshipers to wear that will mirror our 

traffic lights. Red will mean “Stop, I am not ready to 

engage today.” Yellow will mean “Proceed with Caution, 

I may want to engage but am feeling shy.” And Green 

will mean “Go, I am feeling up to conversation and full 

participation.”  
 

In early March, we will show a video in the Narthex 

before worship that further explains the accommodations 

to be considered in welcoming these children of God to 
 

Continued on page 10. 

Kids Hope Sharing Session. 
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Racial Justice Team 
 

Film Series Kickoff 
 

A couple of dozen people gathered after 

worship on Feb. 16 to view the 

documentary, “They Even Took the 

Dirt.” (Plus an additional 15 people at 

the second viewing Feb. 23) The award 

winning, locally produced documentary 

tells the history of the I-496 

construction in Lansing that destroyed a 

community to clear the way for 

building a portion of the interstate 

highway. The film uses interviews to 

capture the memories of people who lived in the 

community. One gentleman who attended college in 

Kalamazoo and came home for summers recalls visiting 

the construction site after being away for months. The 

construction project took everything – homes, schools, 

businesses, churches. Portions of I-496 are 20 feet below 

grade. Upon seeing the hole that had been dug for the 

highway he exclaimed, “they took the dirt!” When the 

film was over, people described it as “eye-opening,” 

“provocative,” and “enlightening.”  
 

This is the first in a planned series of films and other 

learning experiences hosted by the ULC Racial Justice 

Team. These films and experiences 

will provide an opportunity to tell the 

truth about ourselves and the society 

in which we live. When we learn 

about and acknowledge the root of 

White and Christian supremacy we 

can begin the work of repair. Truth 

telling is a part of that work. 
 

The Racial Justice Team is compiling 

a list of potential films and 

experiences to share with the congregation. If you have 

suggestions for the list, please let one of the team 

members know. You can find the team listed here 

www.ulcel.org/racial-justice. We showed “They Even 

Took the Dirt” on the screen in the sanctuary during 

Sunday Forum time. If you weren’t able to join us, here is 

a link to watch the film on YouTube.  
 

If you are interested in future film offerings, please let us 

know what time and space works for you. We are 

considering other times and formats to engage more 

people and want to hear from you! 
 

Vicki Anderson, Racial Justice Team 
 

What To Do About Racism? 
 

The Racial Justice Team is working 

on hosting an “Understanding 

Racism” workshop this fall led by 

Communities Organizing for Racial 

Equity (CORE). During the work- 

shop, we will explore racism and its 

devastating effects.  
 

Workshop goals: 

• To see and learn about racism in 

a new and redemptive way. 

• To gain insights into systemic 

racism through the eyes of faith 

and Scripture. 

• To see more of the connections 

between history and 

contemporary race relations. 

• To identify organizing 

opportunities to “eliminate 

racism, both causes and effects, 

within the body of believers and 

throughout the world.” 
 

One of these organizing 

opportunities is called “caucusing.” 

After attending a workshop, 

participants are invited to caucus 

with others to begin the work of 

examining how we each internalize 

racism. Wendy Guilfoyle said this 

about her experiences: 
 

“Jeff and I participated in the 

Understanding Racism CORE 

training in November of 2020. I got a 

lot out of that experience, and I have 

joined the ULC Caucus a couple of 

times since then. When I saw one 

advertised for Nov. 12, 2024, the 

timing was perfect for me. I was 

struggling with a lot of feelings and 

worries as a result of the election. It 

was a safe space to share those 

concerns with allies. Thank you for 

being there for me.” 
 

More information will be available 

when we finalize the workshop dates. 

If you are interested in attending the 

“Understanding Racism Workshop,” 

contact any member of the Racial 

Justice Team for more information. 
 

Racial Justice Team: Vicki 

Anderson, Erin Frisch, Sue Kamens, 

Kathy Protsman, Pastor Emily 

Shipman, Amy Wagenknecht 

 
Sensory Worship continued from page 9. 
 

our community. As our Statement of Intentional 

Welcome states, “We commit to remove all barriers that 

exclude people from full and active participation in our 

church.” What joy will fill our worship space when those 

who are often excluded join with us to praise God. If you 

would like to volunteer to help our team on March 16, 

please reach out to us at accesssibility@ulc.org. 
 

Beth Rahe 

Feb. 15 viewing of “They 
Even Took the Dirt.” 

https://www.ulcel.org/racial-justice.html
https://youtu.be/o5LXCcEes2c
mailto:accesssibility@ulc.org
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From the President 
 

Join us in a Whole Congregation Read & Retreat 
 

As I write this, I realize the year will be almost one-

quarter gone by the time most of you read this. It’s been a 

busy three months since I assumed the presidency and 

Jeff left some rather large shoes to fill. At the Council/ 

Lead Management retreat in January we 

focused on the book You are Witnesses of 

These Things: Sharing the story of Jesus 

by Bishop Craig Satterlee and Chelsey 

Satterlee, which outlines a purposeful and 

meaningful approach to becoming a 

witness for Jesus “for no other reason 

than because Jesus is such life-changing, 

world-shaping, good news.”  
 

Council is using the steps in this book to guide our 

monthly devotions before each meeting so that we might 

put into practice the lessons of this book. In May ULC 

will be offering an overnight retreat to participate in 

learning and putting into practice the concepts of this 

book. More information will be made available soon 

about how to express interest and to register for this life-

changing event. Some in the congregation have already 

attended one of these retreats and have high praise for 

them. Please consider attending if you are able. Please 

stop by the office or visit one of the pastors if you would 

like a copy of the book.  
 

In May the North/West Lower Michigan Synod will have 

its annual assembly in Mt. Pleasant May 18-20. This is an 

important year for the Synod as we will be electing a 

bishop. In addition to our rostered clergy, ULC is able to 

send three lay representatives to the assembly: one 

female, one male, and one student. If you are interested in 

attending, ULC covers all costs. Please let Pastor Emily 

or me know if you are interested. Registration opens Feb. 

15, and the price goes up after Mar. 17.  
 

There will be more exciting events to come throughout 

the year and I look forward to celebrating them with you. 

There are many activities and groups active each week 

that would welcome your participation. Please check out 

the bulletin boards in the narthex to learn about ULC 

group and social activities. 
 

Mike Sweat, ULC President  

  
ULC Council met via Zoom on Jan. 

21 and in person on Feb. 19. The 

following are some highlights: 
 

• In light of the end of year 

financials, Council approved an 

increase of four percent (up from 

2.5 percent at the congregational 

meeting) for pastors and staff 

salaries for 2025. 

• Council approved purchase of a 

grand piano for the sanctuary. 

• Council approved the costs of the 

pastors’ attendance at a local 

training through Eliminating 

Racism & Creating / Celebrating 

Equity (ERACCE). 

• Council will be looking at 

updating ULC’s mission and 

vision. There will be multiple 

venues for congregational 

participation and input – stay 

tuned! 

• Council is working on revising 

the building use and inclement 

weather policies. 
 

Emily Kirkpatrick 

ULC Secretary 

 

 

2024 Year-end Financials 
 

An update from the Finance Committee from the 

financial status presented in the ULC Annual Report 

which included financial results through October 2024. 
 

For the total year, ULC received 93 percent of budgeted 

Offering Income, about $40,000 short of budgeted 

Giving. However, Total Expenses for the year were four 

percent favorable to budget resulting in a Net Income for 

2024 of $4,006. With no significant unplanned repairs for 

the year, we were able to transfer $12,268 of favorable 

Repair and Maintenance Expenses to the Capital Reserve 

Designated Fund as per ULC policy. 

ULC members contributed $20,345 to the Outreach of the 

Month organizations. Local and budgeted benevolence 

contributed an additional $49,833 resulting in community 

and charitable support totaling $70,178 from ULC and its 

members. 
 

The Finance Committee looks forward to a successful 

2025, supporting the various teams within ULC and 

continued support of our community outreach efforts. For 

additional information on the 2024 financial results, 

contact me at treasurer@ulcel.org. 
 

Louise Montag, ULC Treasurer 

mailto:treasurer@ulcel.org
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Birthdays 
 

 1 Gary Dawson 
 4 Marian Stoll 

  Olga Holden  
 5 Kirstan Jolin 

  Tammy Williams  
 7 Wendy Guilfoyle 

  Paulette Piirainen  
 8 Philip Brooks  
 9 Diane Goddeeris  
  James Kocher 

10 Kristi Sneed  
12 Max Miller   

15 Michael Anderson 
  Barbara Kissling 

16 Cindy Jenks  

17 Stan Kotajarvi 

  Patrick Milligan  
19 TJ Christian 

  Dave Oslund  
21 John Foley 

 

 

 

 

 

  Bill Nicholas 

  Brielle Williams 

22  Lena Oslund  
23 Paul Brooks  
29 Jeffrey Andresen  
  Harold Prince 

30 Bruce Callen  
31 Lori Althouse 

Anniversaries 
 

 4 Steven & Darra Haase  

 9 James Sype & Vivian 

  Leung 

17 Bill & Linda Trevarthen 

18 Max & Lou Ann Miller

  Paul & Mary Kotnik 

20 Louise & Lee Paquette 

 

ULC Archives 
 

Missal Stand First Used During State Theater Services 
 

You may have noticed a second 

missal stand on the altar. This 

stand has been in the archives and 

was used often in the display case 

to highlight various items. Pastor 

Zach thought the Assisting 

Ministers could use a missal stand 

and moved it to the altar where it 

can now be found. The stand was 

used first when College Lutheran 

Church met in the State Theater 

from 1942-1948. The cross within 

the circle is also in the archives. 
 

The first church homes for 

College Lutheran Church are 

interesting: 
 

· 1930: The Lutheran Student    

   Club met in the MSU union. 

· 1939: They met at People’s  

   Church. 

· 1940: The students acquired land  

   on the corner of Ann & Division. 

· 1941: They called their first  

   pastor and met in the Masonic  

   Temple for five months. From  

   there the congregation met in  

   the parsonage. 

· 1942: They moved to the State  

   Theater (picture) where they 

   worshipped for 6½ years. 

· 1948: The completed basement  

   and shell of the sanctuary on  

   Ann and Division St. is  

   dedicated, and services are held  

   in the basement. 

· 1950: The student congregation  

   merges with College Lutheran   

   Church forming one ministry. 

· 1951: The partial completion of  

   the nave makes it usable for  

   worship. 
 

It’s interesting to note that the 

Harrison Rd property was 

purchased in 1958. Because of the 

rapid growth of the congregation, 

the church leaders decided that a 

larger facility would be needed in 

the future. 
 

Connie Lenkowski 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The deadline for the April Lux is Monday, Mar. 17.   
 
E-mail articles to Amy Wagenknecht at amylarryw@comcast.net and 
Mandy O’Neil at ulcsec@ulcel.org or place them in the Lux mailbox in 
the ULC office. Articles may be edited for size or readability, but you 
will be contacted if significant changes are made. Keep those 
wonderful photos and articles coming! Thanks!   

 
 

Second missal stand used by the Assisting 
Ministers. 

Cross used at State Theater still in ULC Archives. 

mailto:amylarryw@comcast.net
mailto:ulcsec@ulcel.org
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 1   Campus Ministry Spring Break Trip (through 3/8) 
  10:45a Sat. Morning Bible Study-Library 
 2  9:00a Sunday School  
  10:00a Sunday Worship-Sanctuary/FB 
  11:30a Forum-Fireside (Indian Schools) 
  Noon Basketball Parking (Wisconsin) 
  3:00p Ten Pound Fiddle Concert 
 3 4:00 Tight Knit-Fireside 
  6:00p Handbell Choir Rehearsal-Sanctuary 
 4 7:30a Tuesday Morning Bible Study-Zoom* 
  10:00a Prayers & Squares-Fellowship Hall 
  1:00p  Staff Meeting 
  2:45p Faith, Writing & Reflection-Zoom* 
 5   Ash Wednesday 
  8:00a Mushers-IHOP, EL 
  9:30a Lux/Communication-Conference 
  Noon Lectio Divina Bible Study-Zoom* 
  4:30p Lead Management Team-Zoom* 
  6:30p Ash Wednesday Worship-Sanctuary/FB  
 6  1:30p Accessibility Team-Fireside 
  7:00p Sr. Choir Rehearsal-Sanctuary 
 7 7:30p Ten Pound Fiddle Concert-Sanctuary 
 8 10:45a Saturday Morning Bible Study-ULC Library 

 9   Daylight Saving Time Begins  
  9:00a Sunday School 
  10:00a Sunday Worship-Sanctuary/FB 
  10:30a Basketball Parking (UM) 
  11:30a Sunday Forum-Fireside (Vietnam) 
 10 4:00p Tight Knit-Fireside 
  6:00p Handbell Choir Rehearsal-Sanctuary 
 11 7:30a Tuesday Morning Bible Study-Zoom* 
  10:00a Prayers & Squares-Fellowship 
  1:00p  Staff Meeting 

  2:45p Faith, Writing & Reflection-Zoom* 
  6:30p Racial Justice Team-Zoom* 
 12 8:00a Mushers-IHOP, EL  
  Noon Mid-week Lenten Worship-Sanctuary 
  12:45p Soup & Bread Lunch-Fireside   
  6:00p Finance Committee-Zoom 

 13  9:30a  Brunch Bunch-IHOP, EL 
  7:00p Sr. Choir Rehearsal-Sanctuary 
 14 5:00p Fridays@Five Campus Ministry  
  7:30p Ten Pound Fiddle Concert-Sanctuary  
 15 10:45a  Saturday Morning Bible Study-Library  
 16 9:00a Sunday School 
  10:00a Sunday Worship (WE Immersion)-Sanctuary/FB 
  11:30a Sunday Forum-(Refugee Discussion) 

  5:00p  HS Youth Group-Youth Room 
 17    4:00p Tight Knit-Fireside 
  6:00p Handbell Choir Rehearsal-Sanctuary 
 18 7:30a Tuesday Morning Bible Study-Zoom* 
  10:00a Prayers & Squares-Fellowship 
  12:30p Lychnion Circle-Fireside 
  1:00p  Staff Meeting 
  2:45p Faith, Writing & Reflection-Zoom* 
  6:30p Council Meeting-Conference/Zoom 
 19  8:00a Mushers-IHOP, EL  
  9:45a Amnos-Burcham Hills  
  Noon Mid-week Lenten Worship-Sanctuary 
  12:45p Soup & Bread Lunch-Fireside   
  1:00p Rhodon-Fireside 
  6:30p Members in Ministry-Conference/Zoom* 
 20 10:00a ULC Book Club-Fireside   
   7:00p Sr. Choir Rehearsal-Sanctuary 
 21 5:00p Fridays@Five Campus Ministry 
  7:30p Ten Pound Fiddle Concert 
 22  10:00a Coffee Connections-Moka & Co., Okemos    
  10:45a Saturday AM Bible Study-Library 
 23 9:00a Sunday School 
  10:00a Sunday Worship-Sanctuary/FB 
 24 4:00p Tight Knit-Fireside 
  6:00p Handbell Choir Rehearsal-Sanctuary 
  7:00p GL Arts Chorale Rehearsal 
 25  7:30a Tuesday Morning Bible Study-Zoom* 
  10:00a Prayers & Squares-Fellowship 
  1:00p  Staff Meeting 
  2:45p Faith, Writing & Reflection-Zoom* 
  7:00p Families Against Narcotics-Fellowship 
  7:00p  Pub Theology-The Irish Pub, 1910 W. Saginaw, 

Lansing 
 26 8:00a Mushers-IHOP, EL 
  Noon Mid-week Lenten Worship-Sanctuary 
  12:45p Soup & Bread Lunch-Fireside  
 27 3:30p Food Movers Distribution-Drive thru 
  7:00p Sr. Choir Rehearsal-Sanctuary   
 28 1:00p Fourth Friday Friends-Delhi Café-Holt  
  5:00p Fridays@Five (Community Cooking Event) 
  7:30p Ten Pound Fiddle Concert 
 29 10:45a Saturday AM Bible Study-Library 
 30 9:00a Sunday School 
  10:00a Sunday Worship-Sanctuary/FB 
 31 4:00p Tight Knit-Fireside 
  6:00p Handbell Choir Rehearsal-Sanctuary 

 

 

 

 

 

ULC Office Hours 
Tuesday - Thursday 

9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Closed Monday & Friday 

 

Reminder: Please let the office know 

when ULC meetings and events are 

scheduled, even if they’re happening 

virtually. We would like to keep the 

calendar current. Thanks! 

*Zoom link contacts: Lectio Divina – Bill 
Trevarthen; Faith, Writing & Reflection, 
Carole Ford cfordllp@yahoo.com;Tuesday 
morning study, larry.wagenknecht@gmail. 
com; Pub Theology, ulcsec@ulcel.org  

mailto:cfordllp@yahoo.com
mailto:larry.wagenknecht@gmail.%20com
mailto:larry.wagenknecht@gmail.%20com
mailto:ulcsec@ulcel.org
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Emily Shipman 
Lead Pastor 
 

Zachariah Shipman 
Associate Pastor 
 

Janine Novenske Smith 

Director of Worship & the Arts 
 

Mandy O’Neil 
Office Administrator 
 

Gary Carl 

Financial Administrator 
 

Mary Letvenow 
Event Coordinator 
 

Kristie Wiggert 

Organist 
 

John Dale Smith 
Pianist 
 

Louise Paquette 
Director of Handbells 
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Change service requested 

The 2025 North/West Lower Michigan Synod 
Assembly will be held in-person on May 18-20 

at the Comfort Inn & Suites in Mt. Pleasant, 
under the theme “Living a Life Worthy of Our 

Calling.” 
 

The calling of a bishop—or renewing the call of 

a bishop—at the 2025 Synod Assembly affords 
the Synod the opportunity to once again renew 

our conviction that none other than God 
through Christ Jesus calls us not merely to a 

specific activity or occupation but to a life lived 

entirely in God’s grace. We also renew our commitment to live a life worthy of 
this calling. Both our conviction and our commitment come as God’s gift and are 

grounded in God’s grace. 
 

Under the theme “Living a Life Worthy of Our Calling,” voting members and 
visitors at the 2025 Synod Assembly will consider three aspects of God’s 

gracious gift of life lived entirely in God’s grace: (1) called by God, (2) united in 
Christ, and (3) given to one another by the Spirit. Learn more about the 2025 

Synod Assembly theme. 
 

Note: If you are considering attending, Early Bird registration ends Mar. 17 

mailto:ulcsec@ulcel.org
http://www.ulcel.org/
https://mittensynod.org/docs/Assembly25ThemeOverview.pdf
https://mittensynod.org/docs/Assembly25ThemeOverview.pdf

