
Remember the Children 
 

“Why is there an orange banner hanging at the front of 

the church?” We hang this orange banner in solidarity 

with Indigenous people throughout North America and 

in remembrance and lament of Native children that never 

made it out of residential schools.   

In a letter to ELCA from The American Indian Alaska 

Native Lutheran Association (ELCA), we learn that the 

color orange is symbolic and was inspired by a survivor 

of that era, Phyllis Webstad. Ms. Webstad explained that 

when she was a six-year-old girl arriving at a residential 

boarding school, she was stripped of her clothes, 

including a new orange t-shirt her grandmother had 

gifted her which was never returned. The orange 

shirt/color now symbolizes how the church, and the 

schools they administered, took away the Indigenous 

identity of the children in their care.” View the entire 

letter here. 

U.S. Catholic and Protestant denominations operated 

more than 150 boarding schools between the 19th and 

20th centuries. Native American and Alaskan Native 

children were regularly severed from their tribal 

families, customs, language and religion and brought to 

the schools in a push to assimilate and Christianize them.  

Three of those schools were in Michigan. The only 

boarding school still standing in Michigan is the Indian 

Industrial Boarding School in Mt. Pleasant. Roughly 300 

students attended every year. Two others — the Holy 

Name of Jesus Indian Mission in the Upper Peninsula 

and Holy Childhood in Harbor Springs — have been 

torn down. The boarding school in Harbor Springs didn’t 

close until 1986. 

There is much to learn about the Indian Boarding School 

era, its continuing impacts and the church’s role. I invite 

you to visit the ULC Racial Justice page under the 

“Action” tab of the ULC website for more background 

and resources.  Thank you to Ann Booren for working 

with me to find the material and then sewing the banner. 

Vicki Anderson, Racial Justice Team 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are additional resources on this subject: 

Remembering the Children - Letter from American Indian 

Alaska Native Lutheran Association. 

https://religionnews.com/2021/07/23/us-churches-

reckon-with-traumatic-legacy-of-native-schools/ 

https://boardingschoolhealing.org/education/us-indian-

boarding-school-history/ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Indian_boarding

_schools 

https://www.woodtv.com/news/target-8/children-did-

die-here-michigans-indigenous-boarding-schools/ 

https://www.michiganradio.org/post/legacy-michigan-s-

native-boarding-schools-and-how-tribes-are-reclaiming-

what-was-lost 

https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/indian-

boarding-school-investigation-faces-hurdles-missing-

records-legal-questions-n1273996 

https://courts.michigan.gov/Administration/SCAO/Offic

esPrograms/CWS/ChildWelfareServicesTraining/CWS%2

0Training%20Materials/Article%20-

%20Pain%20and%20resilience%20-

%20The%20legacy%20of%20Native%20American%20bo

arding%20schools%20in%20Michigan.pdf 

https://www.gcsynod.org/s/Remembering-the-Children.pdf
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