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Mark Your Calendars . . .

Christmas Quilt Workshop
Saturday, Dec. 7
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Advent Dinner
Sunday, Dec. 8 at 4 p.m.

Annual Congregational
Meeting
Sunday, Dec. 15
Following worship in
Fellowship Hall

P & S Craft Sale
Sunday, Dec. 8 & 15

Blue Christmas Worship
Wednesday, Dec. 18
6:30 p.m. in Sanctuary

Food Movers
Thursday, Dec. 19
Drive-thru distribution starting
at 3:30 p.m.

Note: The January/February
edition of Lux
will be mailed Jan. 22.

Intergenerational Dinner

Over 30 senior citizens through Kids attended
our second intergenerational meal on Sunday,
Nov 3. Activities included: group singing to
prepare for the Advent Dinner, crafting
turkey puppets, many different board and
card games, fellowship, eating, Lego tower
building, and more.

During the meal we built relationships

by sharing our name, pronouns, high of the
week (something good), low of the week
(space to share struggles), and a buffalo
(something random).

Many thanks to Sheila Nicholas, Cindy
Baswell, Marge Mahoney, and Janine
Novenske-Smith for their leadership and
execution of the evening! The meal was
delicious (chicken tenders, macaroni and
cheese, coleslaw, and pie). Please consider
attending our next intergenerational meal, our Advent Dinner, on Dec. 8 from
4-6 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.

A giant Lego tower!

Pastor Zachariah

Inside. . .
Pastor’s Pen: HOpe.......ccccevverisiivnenennnnnnnns 2
Campus MiNIStTY ..o 3

Sunday School ~ Youth ~ Trunk or Treat...4
Forum ~ ULC Library ~Interfaith Prayers....5

Earthkeeping ~ Coffee Connections ........... 6
Prayers & Squares.........cccccevvvvviiiiiiniinninnnns 7
Kids Hope ~ Puzzles.........cccccovviimnnnrinnnnnnne 8
Nov. Council Notes ~ Outreach: Good Gifts ..9
Celebrations ~ ULC Archives............ccueesn. 10
December Calendar........cccccovvviuveeeennnnnnns 11
Blue Christmas Worship...........ccccveevnnnnne 12

3

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15
10:00AM ET

An integrated family journeying faithfully together, inspired by God’s grace,
guided by Christ, and empowered and sustained by the Holy Spirit
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From the Pastor's Pen...

Hope is Realized When Love Wins

Advent is a season in the church year
in which we focus on hopeful
expectation. The hopeful expectation
is twofold: 1. We remember the
hopeful expectation of the
birth of the Messiah, the
Savior of the World, Jesus
who is the Christ; 2. We
wait with hopeful
expectation for Jesus to
come again and make all
things new.

In our current context of a
divided nation, hope seems to be a
luxury we cannot afford. Many are
disappointed in the election results.
Many are happy. And these two
groups seem at odds with one
another, often with hostility and
unwillingness to hear the opinions of
the other. Where do we find hope in
divided times?

I boldly declare that when we put our
ultimate hope in a political figure, we
will be disappointed. Neither Donald
Trump nor Kamala Harris hold the

solution to fix our nation. Neither the

PFindin

it

Republican Party nor the Democratic
Party hold this solution. The power
to fix a divided nation is found
within the teachings of Jesus.

Jesus boldly declares in
Matthew 5:38-48, *¥“You
have heard that it was said,
‘An eye for an eye and a
tooth for a tooth.”*But |
say to you: Do not resist
an evildoer. But if anyone
strikes you on the right
cheek, turn the other
also,*%and if anyone wants to sue you
and take your shirt, give your coat as
well, **and if anyone forces you to
go one mile, go also the second
mile.*? Give to the one who asks of
you, and do not refuse anyone who
wants to borrow from you.

43“You have heard that it was said,
“You shall love your neighbor and
hate your enemy.”*But | say to you:
Love your enemies and pray for
those who persecute you,*so that
you may be children of your Father
in heaven, for he makes his sun rise

on the evil and on the good and sends
rain on the righteous and on the
unrighteous. “For if you love those
who love you, what reward do you
have? Do not even the tax collectors
do the same?*’ And if you greet only
your brothers and sisters, what more
are you doing than others? Do not
even the gentiles do the same?*® Be
perfect, therefore, as your heavenly
Father is perfect.”

Jesus instructs us to love our
enemies. Not only that, but to pray
for them. This forces us to see
“enemies” as people, created in
God’s image, our neighbors. This
forces us to remember that
“winning” isn’t the goal, rather love
is. Love is our goal, which isn’t
achieved by hateful speech,
disparaging those who think
differently than us, or refusing to
listen to other people.

The hope that Jesus gives to us is
grounded in love that breaks down
the barriers between people.

Continued on page 3.

Advent

and

1st Sunday in Advent - Dec. 1
10 a.m. Sunday Worship

2" Sunday in Advent - Dec. 8
10 a.m. Sunday Worship with special music by
the Senior Choir and Handbell Ensemble

Christmas
Schedule

3" Sunday in Advent - Dec. 15
10 a.m. Worship Expressions, Jazz

Blue Christmas Worship - Wednesday, Dec. 18
6:30 p.m. in Sanctuary

4t Sunday in Advent — Dec. 22
10 a.m. Sunday Worship

Christmas Eve — Tuesday, Dec. 24
6:00 p.m. Special Music

6:30 p.m. Candlelight Service

Lessons & Carols — Sunday, Dec. 29
10 a.m. Sunday Worship
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C®MMUNITY Campus Ministry News

Loving Our Neighbor

Friday@Five

Our theme this year is “Loving our Neighbor.” We have
engaged in various topics, including hospitality, why
ULC is a Reconciling in Christ congregation that
welcomes all people, how to love our “enemies”
especially in an election year, and how to talk about Jesus
with other people. Our group this year has welcomed
many new students, and we continue to have more join.

We have enjoyed our community cooking events, where
we make friends with the congregation while cooking
together. We plan to take our Spring Break trip to South
Carolina Mar. 1-8, 2025. We will continue learning about
how to love our neighbors by meeting up with other
Campus Ministry groups along our journey. We will also
do some conservation work with two different
organizations.

Thank you for supporting this wonderful ministry!

o 5\ , oY
Students gather in the new student lounge.

Opportunity to Love Our Neighbor
ULC was approached by the Somali Student Association
(SSA) with a request for funding for a trip to NYC to

assist with the Asiyah Women's Center and to collaborate
with the Black Muslim Initiative at NYU. Pr. Zachariah
was paired with Daha Mohamed, the secretary of the
SSA, during our joint food packing event. Through that
relationship, the SSA felt comfortable asking for
assistance for their trip, and we were able to give them
some funds from the pastor's discretionary fund. What a
beautiful opportunity to foster further relationships
between our friends at the Islamic Center! Here is a
response from one who went on the trip:

My name is Ahlam MohamedSaed, and | serve as the
Social Media Chair for the SSA. We would like to
express our heartfelt gratitude for the funding we
received from your church. Your support has been
instrumental in helping us make a difference and reach
the $20,000 goal for domestic violence survivors. Thank
you once again for your generous assistance. Best
regards, Ahlam MohamedSaed.

Pastor Zachariah

Hope Realized continued from page 2.

Hope is achieved by embodying the

through his words of guidance for

for differences. This is who Jesus

fruits of the Holy Spirit: love, joy,

peace, patience, kindness, goodness,

faithfulness, gentleness,
and self-control. The hope
for our nation is found
through the basic
principles of loving
relationship: humility, repentance,
forgiveness, listening, curiosity, and
grace. Jesus teaches us this way of
life. We must put our hope in Jesus,
but not in some arbitrary, wishy

washy, empty platitude kind of way.

We must put our hope in Jesus

our lives and by trusting Jesus
enough to live in this way.

Hope isn’t just wishful
thinking. Hope requires
pointed, careful action so that a
hopeful outcome is even
possible. The hope for our nation
does not lie in the president, though
they do have much power. The hope
for our nation lies in the capacity for
our citizens to love one another,
listen to one another, learn from one
another, and to give grace and space

calls us to be in a turbulent world.

Our purpose remains the same,
regardless of who is president. We
are called to love God and other
people, even (and especially) our
enemies (or those who perceive us as
enemies). Hope is realized when
love wins. May we continue to
fearlessly love, even amidst division.
This is who Jesus calls us to be in the
world, even as we await his return
with hopeful expectation.

Pastor Zachariah
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Young Families

Sunday School, Sundays at 9 a.m.

We have been gathering together for  lighting activity), death and grief (the  into various ages, but rather ask the
Sunday School for a few months dead bird book), stewarding older kids to help the younger in
now. Our time together is our gifts (making cards for their learning. If you would like to
shaped with stories from the card ministry), and learningto  sign up for Sunday School, please fill
Bible, crafts, games, interactive help others and asking what out the forms on the website here. If
learning, singing, and fun. others need (blindfolded you would like to help lead this
Some topics we have learned maze) to name a few. Our group, please contact me at

about this year include: Sunday School is for all pastorzshipman@gmail.com.
loving others by being the ages and we meet together ]
light of the world (candle at 9 a.m. We do not split Pastor Zachariah

ULC High School Youth

ULC HS Youth Group continues to meet on the first and Then we shifted gears entirely and had an impromptu

third Sunday from 5-7 p.m. at ULC for supper, learning, guitar learning session. This was made possible due to the
and fellowship. A memorable evening was shared on donation of some guitars by Linda Trevarthen (as well as
Nov. 3rd. We spent some time talking about grief, as it Pr. Zachariah possibly owning too many guitars...). It was

was All Saints Sunday. We learned about ways to handle  a beautiful way to spend an evening together.
grief, identified people we can talk to about our feelings,

living with grief and pain. This was a beautiful time about hard things, and their passion for learning.
together.

Pastor Zachariah

Trunk or Treat 2024

o i
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Annual Meeting Preview Dec. 8

Since December is filled with three holiday O
weekends plus the Annual Meeting, there is only
one forum scheduled: On Dec. 8, Church
Council will provide a preview/overview in o
preparation for the Annual Congregational

Meeting on Sunday, Dec. 15.

e

- ©Sunda
Sunday

orum week.

However, just in case of a pop-up Sunday forum
on one of those holiday weekends, be sure to
check the emailed Friday Announcements every

Linda Trevarthen

The Library Team cleaned out the
ULC Library collection before the
move upstairs. Many books
published before 2000 were
removed. There were a few books
that were in poor condition, but that
we felt were important to a church
collection. We purchased new copies
of three of them so they would be
available to the congregation. Two
are Bonhoeffer classics.

Ethics by Dietrich Bonhoeffer “is
the seminal reinterpretation of the
role of Christianity in the modern,
secularized world from one of the
most important theologians of the
twentieth century.” The blurb
further states that “Christians do not
live in a vacuum but in a world of
government, politics, labor, and
marriage. Hence, Christian ethics
cannot exist in a vacuum; what the
Christian needs, claims Bonhoeffer,
is concrete instruction in a concrete
situation. Although the author died
before completing his work, this

~(§% ULC Memorial Library

e

;  DIETRICH
T Bm\'m’lu’;"“(‘

Three “new” books in the library.

book is recognized as a major
contribution to Christian ethics.”
The second Bonhoeffer book is
Spiritual Care. Bonhoeffer says
“spiritual care is a function of the
congregation and that it is an aspect
of the broader, more encompassing
activity of proclamation. In Spiritual
Care, we are confronted with the
awesome truth that in speech God's
presence is known and that speech is
also our own; in silence God's
presence is known and that silence is
also our own. The text demands us to
consider how the gospel message is
brought to people in the midst of
their personal lives, and his message
and counsel use the tools given

Three Classics Replaced

within the traditional life of the
church so that such grace becomes
enacted, enfleshed, and incarnate in
the Christian community.”

The last book is Here | Stand: A
Life of Martin Luther by Roland H.
Bainton. “The Reformation of the
sixteenth century was a vast and
complicated movement. It spread
from one end of Europe to the other
and manifested itself in widely
differing forms. Yet despite its
diverse and complex character, to
start to understand the Reformation
you need know only one name:
Martin Luther. Here I Stand: A Life
of Martin Luther remains the
definitive introduction to the great
Reformer and is essential reading for
anyone seeking to understand this
towering historical figure.”

These books can be found on the
coffee table in the library. Visit the
library anytime.

Connie Lenkowski

Prayers for Peace

Interfaith Clergy Association gathered at The Peoples
Church for the Interfaith Gathering of Hope, Prayers for
Peace for the 2024 Election service on Nov. 4. During the
gathering a collection was taken for The Immigration
Law Clinic (Catholic charities of Ingham, Clinton, and
Eaton Counties), which provides a wide spectrum of
immigration legal services to community members from
across the stat of Michigan, regardless of immigration
status. Director Lesley L. Glennon spoke during the
service and $1,7080 was raised for the clinic.
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Earthkeeping News

Good Stewards of God’s Creation

The Christmas season can be a busy
time filled with many joyous
activities. We gather together with
friends and family, we attend church
services in
anticipation of the
birth of our Savior,
we desperately try to
match the same notes
as Mariah Carey as
we sing along with
her on the radio. We
also pick out gifts for
loved ones and spend time wrapping
them. As we engage in this tradition
of wrapping gifts, may we also keep
the true meaning of the season in our
mind, and in doing so, focus on
being good stewards of the earth.

According to an article by NBC,
Americans increase their trash
disposal by twenty-five percent
between Thanksgiving and New
Year’s Day, which leads to over one
million extra tons of garbage

accumulating in our landfills! Here
are some things you can do to cut
down on this waste:

- Repurpose cardboard
delivery boxes: When
you receive packages in
the mail, keep the boxes
in good condition and,
instead of wrapping the
boxes, allow your
creativity to flow and
decorate the exterior
with drawings and handwritten
messages. After the gift is opened,
you can recycle or compost the box.

- Tape-free options: There are natural
tapes (such as washi tape) that can be
found that utilize hemp and rice
paper, making them more biode-
gradeable than regular tape. There
are also tutorials online that show
you how to use origami-style paper
folding to avoid using tape
altogether.

- Alternatives to ribbons: Instead of
ribbons, consider using twine made
from hemp, cotton, or other
biodegradable materials. Add in
natural elements like pinecones,
cinnamon sticks, and rosemary for
extra decorative (and sustainable)
panache.

- Get creative with gift wrapping: Do
you have old newspapers lying
around? Maybe some old sheet
music, extra fabric, or bandanas? Use
these to wrap your gifts. These
materials can either be recycled or
reused.

Find your creative spirit this holiday
season and be a good steward of
God’s Creation by finding
sustainable alternatives to gift
wrapping.

Brandon DuBois-Jones

Coffee Connections Christmas

Since its inception in June of this year,
Coffee Connections has seen an average
of eight to ten individuals show up to
talk about our lives, our journeys, and

our faith. While there are several

participants in Coffee Connections that

are members of ULC, there are also

others who aren’t members, some traveling from multiple
counties away to participate in our monthly meetings.
We’ve tried new coffee places, and we’ve introduced
discussion questions to enhance everyone’s experience.

On Saturday, Dec. 21, Coffee
Connections will be hosting a Christmas
party in the ULC Fellowship Hall from
9 a.m. to 12 p.m. We’ll have board
games, coffee, tea, and all sorts of other
food and beverages. This event is open
to the whole congregation, as are all
Coffee Connections meetings. Contact Jay DuBois-Jones
at jaytopham@gmail.com to RSVP for this event. Come

fellowship.

Now, we want to end the year with a party.

MSU Basketball Parking

One Community is again parking for MSU men'’s basketball games
The ULC lot opens 12 hours prior to tip-off and the donation

is $10.

Proceeds fund campus ministry activities, including
our Spring Break trip. Please encourage friends and

family to park at ULC!
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and meet some amazing people and enjoy some

Jay DuBois-Jones

Happy
Birthday
Gertraud!

Special
cookies

by

Prayers &
Squares.
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> Prayers & Squares Chapter 163

Thank you for your generous response to the “Noisy
Offering” in October. We were able to ship 34 prayer
quilts via UPS to our former pastor Sarah Midzalkowski
(now Sarah Hurlbert) who is the Dean of The Cathedral
of All Souls in Asheville, NC. The remaining $350 over
the shipping costs was donated to her congregation to
help recover from the devastation caused by Hurricane
Helene. We continue to keep all those affected by this
tragedy in our prayers.

We are looking forward to a busy month with our
Christmas Tree Quilt Workshop on Saturday, Dec. 7.
Each participant will receive a kit to make a lap-size quilt
top using donated holiday fabrics that cannot be used for
prayer quilts. Lunch will be provided. More information
and a sign-up sheet are in the narthex. Come join in for a
fun day!

Bring your gift giving shopping list Sundays Dec. 8 and
15. We will be having our annual fund-raising craft sale.
The purchase of items made from left over scraps and
donated fabric helps purchase supplies for our Prayers &
Squares quilt ministry. In addition, there will be a quilt

2024 Quilts
of Valor
Recipients

"-
|
|
|

A9
UILTS OF \'.»\[.(R

QO

Donald
Schneeberger

s a
VW LET
Gilbert

Cassandra McMillen, John Johnson, James
Ausdemore, David Irwin, Mark Crawfis

Al Peterson, Ken Hand, Rich Deer, Roger Blaha,
Noah South, Mark Cosgrove

Craft Sale, Workshop & Sewing Days Upcoming

raffle with funds raised going to Lutheran Disaster Relief.
This is a great way to complete your shopping list while
supporting this outreach ministry.

As 2025 approaches and you begin to fill in your
calendars, please mark Saturday, Feb. 8 as National
Quilts of Valor Sewing Day. This is when you can help
make the Quilts of Valor to be awarded veterans in 2025.
There will be tasks that do not involve sewing, but we
need lots of hearts and hands to prepare the quilts for our
long-arm machine quilter John Putnam. If you are a
veteran or have a family member or a friend who has not
yet been awarded a QOV, please contact Bobbie or Ann
so that we can honor their service to our country.

A dedicated group continues to meet on Tuesday
mornings in the Fellowship Hall from 10 a.m. until 12:30
p.m.to make prayer quilts and bed size quilts for the
refugees. Please consider joining us in person or come to
the sewing room in the classroom wing downstairs to
pick up a kit to make a quilt top at home.

Bobbie Davis

Christmas
Quilt
Workshop

Saturday, Dec. 7
9a.m. -3 p.m.
Fellowship Hall

Kit for quilt top is
provided, along with
lunch, breaks, and
munchies!

Contact Ann Booren
or Bobbie Davis for
more information.

Prayers & Squares Christmas Sale
Sunday, Dec. 8 & 15
Before and after worship

100% of proceeds support the P & S Quilt Ministry. Look for
our famous bean soup mix, lots of Christmas items, Spartan
and Wolverine items, baskets and more!

Sample Quilt Top
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The mentors from ULC have begun
working with their students at Forest
View Elementary School this fall.
They are meeting with their mentees
for one hour each week. After each
session, the mentor is required to fill
out a brief progress report on the
Kids Hope USA website at
kidshopeusa.org. These forms are
then forwarded to the student’s
classroom teacher and to me, the
director of ULC volunteers at Forest
View. The reports can describe
conversations shared, books read,
games played, activities attempted,
and academic work accomplished as
well as comments on student attitude
and behavior.

Mentors often send a second email to
their Prayer Partner and to me with
more information that expresses their
joy in working with a student. The
following excerpt is from an email

by mentor Cindy Ramsey to her
Prayer Partner Bill Trevarthen and to
me. (The student’s name has been
changed.)

“Hi, Bill:

Well, after illness, absences, and
traveling, Brian and | finally were
able to have our first mentoring
session today! It was so good to
connect with him again! When |
first picked him up from class, his
teacher commented he has had a
hard two weeks (although didn’t
elaborate), and he had a big scowl
on his face. After a big hug, lots
of talking, sharing a snack,
playing SORRY!, and reading a
book, he was back to his normal,
happy-go-lucky self. He also
enjoyed shooting baskets in the
gym. We are off to a good start!

The Mentor with Good News

Thanks for your support and
prayers. I’1l be in touch and look
forward to another productive
year. Cindy

Hi, Cindy:

This is good news. Seems like
you have worked your magic on
little Brian.

You are both in my prayers
daily.

Thanks to you and Barb for all
you do for this marvelous
ministry.

See you Sunday! Bill”

I am so lucky | get to read such
happy communication!

Barbara Kissling
ULC Kids Hope USA Director

Question: Besides
worshipping and serving
God, why is being part of
a congregation
important?

Answer: Community.

One of the things I really
treasure about being a
member of University
Lutheran Church is the
love and support that |

share with others in our congregation. I’ve felt this from
our first visit at ULC. The connection is there, ready to be
made. It is easier for some of us than others, though.

Thanks to a couple of Thrivent Action Grants, we have
some additional ways to build community — a puzzle
exchange cabinet and a puzzle table. They are both
located in the Narthex (gathering area) underneath the

skylight near the elevator.

The puzzle exchange cabinet is like a Little Library, but
for puzzles instead of books. The cabinet has a large

Puzzle cabinet

Puzzle Me This...

Students using the puzzle table.

interests. We use a
“give a puzzle, take a
puzzle” approach.
Anyone can take a
puzzle whether they
leave one or not.

Puzzling together is a
wonderful way to be
in community. We
have also installed a
Puzzle Table for use
by groups while they

are meeting at the church -- particularly the Campus and
Youth groups. The Table allows groups to work together
to organize their puzzle assembly as well as to carry it
over from week-to-week if they are unable to finish in
one session. The table has trays for loose puzzle pieces
and a black cover (housed in the Puzzle Cabinet) that can
be placed over the in-progress puzzle if it needs to be

moved or otherwise protected before it is finished.

selection of puzzles for many age groups, abilities, and
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Please use and enjoy the puzzle cabinet and table and the
community that we are building together!

Vicki Anderson


http://www.kidshopeusa.org/

Council Notes

ULC Council met in person (with Zoom

option) on Nov. 19. Here are some highlights:

o We are doing better in terms of budget,

but we are keeping a close eye on it to
make sure that we end the year in the
black.

o Emily Uebel, Rick Milligan, and Sue

Kamens are ending their terms on council

this year.

e Informational meeting for the annual

You Deserve to Love You

You deserve to love you. Five simple words and yet so powerfully
painful. Jesus says that you are worthy of love from not only your
neighbors, but also yourself. But sometimes it seems easier to love
and receive love from your neighbors than yourself. We invite you to
celebrate what it means to love yourself as you love the people most
important in your life.

To Write Love On Her Arms (TWLOHA) is a non-profit
organization that blossomed from the need to pay for a loved one’s
treatment and now dedicates its popularity to finding help for people
with depression, addiction, self-injury, and suicide. ULC is eagerly
reverent to begin our journey with TWLOHA to provide a safe space
with a Lutheran twist on mental health, addiction, self-harm, and
suicide prevention awareness for the greater Lansing area.

congregational meeting will be Dec. 8

We hope that you will join us after church Sunday, Dec. 8 for a
potato bar lunch and free-will fundraiser to raise funds for suicide
prevention and awareness. Additionally, there will be more
information, positive affirmations, conversation starters, and a silent
auction. We hope to see you there!

e Council motion to allow the pastors to roll
their remaining vacation days into 2025.

Respectfully submitted by
Emily Kirkpatrick and Emily Uebel
Pastor Emily, Sofie, Stephanie, and Liz

December Outreach ELCA Good Gifts

world. Visit the Good Gifts Tree in the
ULC narthex to select an ornament
representing your donation, donate any
amount to "where needed most," or give
directly through the Good Gifts website
(https://goodgifts.elca.org/).

Our Outreach of the Month for December is
ELCA Good Gifts. Shop ELCA Good

Gifts this holiday season to grow the
church, end hunger and transform lives. In
addition to popular gifts such as goats and
chicks, new gifts this year include Safe
Birth, Climate Resilience Kit, and Support
a YAGM for one month. (YAGM is our [ 7
denomination's global service program for young adults. )

If your gift is in honor of a friend or loved

one, a number of cards are available to
communicate your gift.

When you make a Good Gifts purchase your gift is given

to someone in need of that particular gift throughout the

;
ANNUAL
_'1EI' [

Pastor Emily

~

Sunday, Dec. 15, immediately following worship, all members are
requested to participate in the annual congregational meeting.

The Annual meeting agenda — elections, approval of reports and 2024
budget (Forum preview on Dec. 8 in Fireside Room.)

The meeting will be held in the Fellowship Hall and snacks will be provided. )

You can still pledge to support ministry at ULC!

Submit your paper pledge card to the office or pledge
on-line on our website, www.ulcel.org.

Please make your pledge as soon as possible so we can
develop the 2025 operating budget. Thanks!
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Birthdays

3 Marge Mahoney
Deanna Milligan

4 Kimberly Melton
Diane Wanagat

5 Gerry Erickson
Jerry Lindman

6 Hannah Oslund

7 Rachel Morin

9 Susan Zimmerman
Paul Bartlett

10 Ross Clyma

Cynthia Ramsey

CELEBRATIONS

11 Libby Baswell
Russell Fitzgerald
Lois Mummaw

12 Bruce Reinoehl
Heather Stanley
Steven Viele

Anniversaries

6 Art & Carolyn Lohr

14 Al & Ann Booren

20 Ralph & Peg Frisch
Dan & Lindsay Sadler

13 Paul Guilfoyle
Ross Lazar

14 Andrea Vera

15 Michael Sweat

16 Larry Cross

17 Gregory Hagbom

19 Andrew Hagman 22 Ovr:r:j?% & Chad
20 Lynn Kriser 29 Todd & Barb Helser

21 Cheryl Kruger
Brie McPhall

22 Kathy Sweat

24 Catherine Ernst

28 Johanna Karcher

30 Bruce & Kris Callen
31 John & Bonnie
V’Soske

ULC Archives

Advent Remembered

In the December 1993 Lux, Pastor George
Madsen in his “Words and Deeds” message
wrote about advent and waiting.

Advent - ‘Tis the Season to be Waiting

“Few, if any of us are good at waiting. Our
life and times do little to put a charitable
construction on the merits of waiting. What
we want, we usually want right now, if not
sooner.

It is a real gift that over the centuries the
Christian church has hung on to times of
waiting. The church year graciously begins
with a period of waiting, a period of slowing down so as
to savor the delectability of expectation. The season is
called Advent. We are given time to wait, to expect, to
hope, to look forward, to once again begin hearing the
whole story of God’s love for the world in Christ.”

Later in the article, is a section titled “’Tis the Season
for Christmas Joy!” He says, “I have a little book on my
shelf entitled The Martin Luther Christmas Book. It is a
collection of woodcuts from Luther’s contemporaries and
meditations on the coming of the Christ child by Martin
Luther.

In one of them he shares these beautiful words about the

babe in the manger: Behold Christ lying in the lap of his

mother...Look at the Child, knowing nothing. Yet all that
is belongs to him, that your conscience should not fear

Woodcut by Albrecht
Diirer, The Madonna on
the Crescent, 1510-1511

but take comfort in him. Doubt nothing.
Watch him springing in the lap of the
maiden. Laugh with him. Look upon this
Lord of Peace and your spirit will be at
peace.

See how God invites you in many ways. He
places before you a Babe with whom you
may take refuge. You cannot fear him...Are
you affrighted? Then come to him, lying in
the lap of the fairest and sweetest maid. You
will see how great is the divine goodness,
which seeks above all else that you should
not despair. Trust him! Trust him! Here is the Child in
whom is salvation. (From Martin Luther’s Christmas
Book edited by Roland H. Bainton.)

In the December days ahead, see how God invites you in
many ways at ULC to hear and celebrate the word of the
Christ Child. Christmas and worship go hand-in hand!
There are many opportunities ahead!”

Featuring this article is a tribute to Pastor
Madsen who died recently. We remember
his time at ULC and the hope and
guidance with which he led this
congregation. The ULC Library has
Martin Luther’s Christmas Book. It is
displayed on the table in the library.

Connie Lenkowski

Newsletter
SUBMISSIONS

The deadline for the January/February Lux is Friday, Jan. 10.

E-mail articles to Amy Wagenknecht at amylarryw@comcast.net and
Mandy O'Neil at ulcsec@uicel.org or place them in the Lux mailbox in the

ULC office. Articles may be edited for size or readability, but you will be
contacted if significant changes are made. Keep those wonderful photos
and articles coming! Thanks!
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1

2

3

10

11

12

9:00a
10:00a
5:00p
4:00p
6:00p
7:30a
10:00a
1:00p
2:45p
8:00a
9:30a
Noon
4:30p
7:30p
5:00p
7:30p
9:00a
10:00a
10:30a
10:45a
9:00a
10:00a
10:00a
11:15a
4:00p
4:00
7:00p
7:30a
10:00a
1:00p
2:45p
6:30p
7:30p
8:00a
Noon
6:00p
9:30a

Sunday School

Sunday Worship-Sanctuary/Facebook
HS Youth Group-Youth Room

Tight Knit-Fireside

Handbell Rehearsal-Sanctuary
Tuesday Morning Bible Study-Zoom*
Prayers & Squares-Fellowship Hall
Staff Meeting

Faith, Writing & Reflection-Zoom*
Mushers-IHOP, EL
Lux/Communication-Zoom

Lectio Divina Bible Study-Zoom*
Lead Management Team-Zoom*

Sr. Choir Rehearsal-Sanctuary
Fridays@Five

Ten Pound Fiddle Concert-Sanctuary
Prayers & Squares Christmas Workshop-Fellowship
Choir Rehearsal

Basketball Parking (MSU v. Nebraska)
Sat. Morning Bible Study-Library
Sunday School

Sunday Worship (Advent Music)-Sanctuary/FB
P & S Craft Sale-Narthex

Forum (Annual Mtg Preview)-Fireside
Advent Dinner-Fellowship Hall

Tight Knit-Fireside

Arts Chorale Rehearsal-Sanctuary
Tuesday Morning Bible Study-Zoom*
Prayers & Squares-Fellowship Hall
Staff Meeting

Faith, Writing & Reflection-Zoom*
Racial Justice Team-Zoom*

Arts Chorale Holiday Concert-Sanctuary
Mushers-IHOP, EL

Lectio Divina Bible Study-Zoom
Finance Committee-Zoom

Brunch Bunch-IHOP, EL

13
14

15

16
17

18

19

21

22

24

25
26
27
28
29
30

7:30p
10:00a
10:45a
9:00a
10:00a
10:00a
11:15a
5:00p
4:00p
7:30a
10:00a
12:00p
1:00p
2:45p
6:30p
8:00a
9:30a
Noon
12:30p
6:30p
3:30p
7:30p
9:00a
10:45a
12:30p
9:00a
10:00a

Ten Pound Fiddle Concert-Sanctuary

Sr. Choir Rehearsal-Sanctuary

Saturday Morning Bible Study-ULC Library
Sunday School

Sunday Worship (WE Jazz)-Sanctuary/FB
P & S Craft Sale-Narthex

Annual Congregational Meeting-Fellowship
HS Youth Group-Youth Room

Tight Knit-Fireside

Tuesday Morning Bible Study-Zoom*
Prayers & Squares-Fellowship

Lychnion Circle-Fireside

Staff Meeting

Faith, Writing & Reflection-Zoom*

ULC Council-Conference Room
Mushers-IHOP, EL

Amnos-Burcham Hills

Lectio Divina Bible Study-Zoom
Rhodon-Pizza House, East Lansing

Blue Christmas Service-Fireside

Food Movers Distribution-Drive thru

Sr. Choir Rehearsal-Sanctuary

Coffee Connections Holiday Party-Fellowship
Saturday Morning Bible Study-Library
Basketball Parking (MSU v. FL Atlantic)
Sunday School

Sunday Worship-Sanctuary/Facebook

Christmas Eve

6:00p
6:30p

Christmas Eve Special Music-Sanctuary
Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship-Sanctuary

Christmas
ULC Office Closed through Jan. 5

1:00p
10:45a
10:00a
1:30p

Fourth Friday Friends-Delhi Café-Holt

Saturday Morning Bible Study-Library

Sunday Worship (Lessons & Carols)-Sanctuary/FB
Basketball Parking (MSU v. Western MI)

31 New Year's Eve

(

lezse
?lote!

a Happy New Year!

The Church Office will be closed December 25 through January 5.
You are welcome to email the office or call and leave a voicemail
during this time. We will respond accordingly.

The office wishes you and your family a very Merry Christmas and

J

ULC Office Hours

Tuesday - Thursday
9a.m. to4 p.m.

Closed Monday & Friday

.

Reminder: Please let the office know
when ULC meetings and events are
scheduled, even if they’re happening
virtually. We would like to keep the
calendar current. Thanks!

J/

*Zoom link contacts: Lectio Divina — Bill
Trevarthen; Faith, Writing & Reflection,
Carole Ford cfordllp@yahoo.com; Tuesday

study, larry. wagenknecht@gmail.com;
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Emily Shipman
Lead Pastor

Zachariah Shipman
Associate Pastor

Janine Novenske Smith
Director of Worship & the Arts

Mandy O’Neil
Office Administrator

Gary Carl
Financial Administrator

Mary Letvenow
Event Coordinator

Kristie Wiggert
Organist

John Dale Smith
Pianist

Louise Paquette
Director of Handbells
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grief and in joy.

Blue Christmas
Dec. 18 at 6:30pm

A Blue Christmas service is designed for
those who struggle with grief during the
- Christmas season. We recognize that

Christmas can be hard, especially if we are
missing our loved ones or have had a difficult year.

This service is a service asking God for healing amidst difficult times
while also hearing the good news of Jesus's birth. It is a relaxed,
contemplative service. There will be an opportunity to light a candle
in memory of someone and a candlelit singing of Silent Night.

Please consider attending if you feel this would be helpful. Also, if
you would be willing to give a ride (or need a ride), please inform Pr.
Emily or Pr. Zachariah. May the love of Jesus support you, both in

Pastor Zachariah
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