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Mark Your Calendars. . .

Daylight Saving Time Ends
Sunday, Nov. 3

Intergenerational Meal
Sunday, Nov. 10
4:00 p.m.

Food Movers
Thursday, Nov. 21
Drive-thru distribution
3:30 p.m.

Advent Dinner
Sunday, Dec. 8 at 4 p.m.
Fellowship Hall

Annual Congregational
Meeting
Sunday, Dec. 15 at 11 a.m.

Trunk or Treat 2024

Sunny skies and
beautiful Fall colors D
were the perfect
setting for this year’s
Trunk or Treat event.
The 16 trunks
included pirates,
witches, Cookie
Monster, The Price is
Right, butterflies,
astronauts, monsters,
Bluey, The Hungry,
Hungry Hippos, black
cats, Harry Potter, a
fishing hole, a
football field, and the
jungle. Cider and doughnuts and Halloween bingo and quiz cards were offered
to visitors. A great time was had by all! Watch for more photos in the Dec.
Lux.

Campus ministry and high school youth joined forces with a
pirate/mermaid themed trunk

Amy Wagenknecht
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Pastor’'s Pen

Christian Election Ethics

How do we, as Christians and as
Lutherans, approach the US election?
How do we cast our votes faithfully,
especially in such a contentious
election? How do we love our
neighbors who have different ideas,
opinions, and hopes for who will
win? In any relationship (political or
otherwise), there are two key factors
which need to be held in high regard:
love and humility. Here are some
scripture passages and commentary
to help us in this time.

Love

Matthew 22:36-40 “Teacher, which
commandment in the law is the
greatest?” [Jesus] said to him, ‘You
shall love the Lord your God with all
your heart, and with all your soul,
and with all your mind. This is the
greatest and first commandment. And
a second is like it: You shall love
your neighbor as yourself. On these
two commandments hang all the law
and the prophets.”

1 Corinthians 16:14 “Let all that
you do be done in love.”

The reading from Matthew indicates
that we must love God more than any
other thing: more than a politician,
more than a political party, more than
our wants. In doing so, we remember
that God is more powerful than the
US, than a political party, than
political candidates. An election is
important, yes, but it is not more
important or more powerful than our
God. For me, this is freeing, as this
election isn’t in the same category as
eternal salvation, the universe, or
reality itself. It is a human tradition

that is important, but not of ultimate
value. Whether you love God and
love your neighbors is more
important, in the grand scheme of
life, than what politician or party you
vote for.

Said another way, if our actions are
done in love, then we are following
the way of Jesus. If you can explain
how your vote is striving to love
people, fantastic. Where we fall into
trouble is when we decide to
interpret the motivations of other
people without including them in the
process. We might tell ourselves
things like: No one who loves their
neighbors would vote for this
person/this legislation. When doing
this, we don’t love our neighbors
enough to give them space to tell us
their motivation. We eliminate the
possibility of relationship by writing
people off as enemies, less than, or
wrong. This human tendency toward
the sin of self-importance leads us to
some more scripture.

Humility

Romans 12:2-3 “Do not be
conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your
minds, so that you may discern what
is the will of God—what is good and
acceptable and perfect. For by the
grace given to me I say to everyone
among you not to think of yourself
more highly than you ought to think,
but to think with sober judgement.”

Proverbs 11:2 “When pride comes,
then comes disgrace, but with the
humble is wisdom.”

Colossians 3:12 “Put on then, as
God’s chosen ones, holy and
beloved, compassionate hearts,
kindness, humility, meekness, and
patience.”

Philippians 2:3 “Do nothing from
selfish ambition or conceit, but in
humility count others more
significant than yourselves.”

Throughout the Bible, there is
consensus about the need for
humility. As humans, humility is
necessary for us to love others, to
listen to others, to remember that we
do not have all the answers or all the
wisdom. It is necessary in our
relationship with God as well as
other people. Humility is knowing
our own self-worth as well as the
worth of other people. Humility
makes sure we acknowledge and
appreciate the wisdom of other
people.

As we approach this and future
elections, I hope that we continue to
be people who follow Jesus in the
way of love and humility. May your
votes be votes of love. May you
engage your neighbors with humility
and a willingness to listen and learn.
And by doing so, may we participate
in God’s kingdom, where neighbors
are loved, heard, and treated with
kindness even in the midst of
disagreement. May we all come to
know God’s love for us and our
neighbors more and more each day.

Pastor Zachariah

Holy Communion Class

A Holy Communion class will be held on Nov. 16, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Please pack a lunch! This is
geared toward 4-6 grade students (but isn't restricted, so all can come!). We will learn about Holy
Communion as well as bake gluten-free communion bread. We will put this knowledge into practice
on Sunday, Nov. 17 as we serve Holy Communion to the congregation during the worship service.

Please RSVP at pastor.zshipman@gmail.com.
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C®&MMUNITY Campus Ministry News

Community Cooking Event

Our first Campus Ministry Community Cooking Event
was a hit! This is a time to gather together as a
congregation and campus ministry program to cook food,
visit, and share a meal together. Jay and Brandon
DuBois-Jones took leadership of this first event (thank
you!ll). We made breakfast for dinner, including
pancakes, bacon, sausage, eggs, hash brown casserole,

visit, and eat!

and fruit. Many wonderful conversations were had, some

Pictionary was played, and new

friendships were nurtured. Thank

you to all who participated! Please
mark your calendar for the next event,
Friday, Nov. 15th at 5 p.m. (They are
typically every 4th Friday at 5pm, but there is a home
football game Nov 22nd!). All are welcome to help, cook,

Join us Friday,
Nov. 15
at5 pm!

Pastor Zachariah

Oct. 4-5 our campus ministry group
headed to Rothbury, Ml and camped
at Sue and Richard Christensens’
home (Liz Christensens’ parents).
Richard and Sue showed us true
Christian hospitality by welcoming
us into their home, allowing us to
camp in their yard by the lake, and
feeding us delicious food (supper
over the fire and breakfast inside!).

We were able to worship Friday
evening using Holden Evening
Prayer as well as discuss Jesus's call
for us to be people of hospitality.
Since the evening got quite cold, 4
slept outside in the tents and 4 slept
inside the house. Trip highlights
include, hiking in Clear Springs
Nature Preserve; eating food, ice
cream and endless chocolate milk at
Country Dairy; and touring the Up
North Farm Market's petting zoo.

October Camping Trip

We ended our trip by eating at Korea
House in East Lansing, experiencing
Korean BBQ for the first time (for
some). All in all, it was a fantastic
trip filled with fellowship, laughter,
tasty food, and learning about God.
We are grateful to be able to do such
things together as One Community
Lutheran Campus Ministry. Thank
you for supporting us!

Pastor Zachariah
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Youth & Young Families

Boo at the Zoo
The HS Youth group went to ‘ b
the Potter Park Zoo event "Boo
at the Zoo." We wore skull shapes and designs and
costumes, toured the zoo, and \ ‘ & what it meant for that animal. We
took in the zoo decorations for 5 et b PRIC concluded our outing by eating at
Halloween. We enjoyed ~ Texas roadhouse, in which we
reminiscing about the zoo, had delicious food and good
what animals were there when conversation.

the HS students were younger,
what new animals are around

pieces. Our group especially
enjoyed learning about various

Thank you for supporting this

>
=

now, and overall finding joy in High school fun at Boo at the Zoo! ministry, for caring about our
the animals that God has youth, and thank you to those
created. There were scavenger hunt elements who participated!
(getting a paper stamped at different .
booths) as well as some educational Pastor Zachariah
Sunday School

As a result of some
congregational surveys, ULC
began a new Sunday School
program on Sept. 22. We are
meeting at 9 a.m. on Sundays
and are gathering together as
a single group (all ages

persistence, abundance, safety,
and God's kingdom (kin-dom).

We are planning to also

organize some tours of the
church building and allow
different ministries to talk

invited). Our older A about their "space" and hovy
students are invited to help & ) they love God and love their
our younger students. _ ~d _& neighbors by the work that

Making a fall craft together. they do. Thank you to all who
Our time has been spent are helping with this program
learning some Bible stories, learning about how we can and who are participating!

love other people (sharing, helping, taking turns,
listening), doing fun crafts, singing songs, and eating
tasty snacks. Some upcoming lessons will echo our
stewardship preaching series involving topics of humility,

Please let me know if you want to get involved!

Pastor Zachariah

Intergenerational Meal

This event was a beautiful
success. We are planning to
continue these events on the
second Sunday of each
month. Please mark your
calendars for the next events
— Nov. 10 and Dec. 8
(Annual Advent Dinner).
Please come, as we would
love to spend time together

We had our very first
Intergenerational Meal on
Oct. 13, from 4 p.m.-6
p.m. From 4-5 p.m. there
were opportunities for
singing, crafts, and games.
At 5 p.m. we had a
delicious meal of tacos
and fixings (thank you to
all who prepared this

—

Sharing food and fellowship

amazing food!). We closed with you!
the evening by practicing a good questions while we read
simple Bible study using the Spark scripture together. Pastor Zachariah

Children's Bible; learning how ask
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Two November Forums.

Nov. 10 ~-Women at Risk (W.A.R.): Since 2018 when
we had our first speaker from Women At ‘

Risk, International, ULC has been

supporting this remarkable organization

through grants, Lenten collection,
individual donations, and pop-up

markets. There are over a million people
in North America alone who are victims of sex or labor
trafficking—women, men, and children.

Would you know how to recognize a victim? They are
closer to home than any of us realize. W.A.R.
representative, Jennifer Jackson, will help us learn more
about the nature of human trafficking (myth vs. reality),
explain how, where, and why it is so prevalent even right
here in Michigan, and talk about W.A.R.’s efforts to

shopping!
@
&

()
Sunda
. Forumy

holding another wonderful pop-up sale of W.A.R. gifts
and accessories just in time for early holiday

Nov. 24 — Samaritas: Samaritas Sunday Sundaes is
coming to ULC! Samaritas is one of Michigan’s most
effective health, human, and housing services
organizations. The children and families they serve need

our help to heal and thrive. Join us for an after-worship
ice cream social where ULC member and Samaritas

educate, to facilitate rescue, and to rehabilitate. The
following Sunday, ULC member, Stephanie Hall, will be

representative, Kris Callan, will be available to meet with
folks individually to talk about opportunities to help some
of the most vulnerable people in our community. There
will be ice cream, plenty of toppings, interactive games,
and puzzles and coloring sheets for all ages to learn more
about Samaritas, as well as a drawing for fun prizes.

Linda Trevarthen

"The Women At Risk (warinternational.org) goods for sale will be coming back to ULC

on Sunday, Nov. 17 after the service! Get a jump start on your Christmas shopping.
We'll have gifts, books, ornaments, and jewelry. Support their efforts to rescue and
bring healing for trafficking victims." Contact Stephanie Hall for more information.

Dr. Yael S. Aronoff, Director of the
Michigan State University Serling
Institute for Jewish Studies,
discussed the Israeli/Palestinian
conflict during a forum in the spring.
Dr. Aronoff, Professor of Political
Science/International Relations in the
James Madison College at MSU,
gave two of her books to the ULC
Library.

Dr. Aronoff co-edited the book
Continuity and Change in Political
Culture: Israel and
Beyond. According
to her website, ten
leading scholars in
political science,
anthropology, Israel
studies, and Middle

CONTINUITY

AND CHANGE IN
POLITICAL CULTURE
srael and Beyend

ULC Memorial Library
Israeli Books Given to Library

East affairs address the theme of
continuity and change in political
culture. Dr. Aronoff contributed the
chapter “Pathways to Peace:
Legitimation of a Two-State
Solution.” The first four chapters
examine aspects of the conflict and
peace negotiations between Israel
and the Palestinians, including
alternative solutions. Other
contributors tackle challenges to
democracy in Israel.

Her website states that The Political
Psychology of Israeli Prime
Ministers: When Hard-Liners Opt
for Peace compares and contrasts six
Israeli prime ministers and their
decision-making on the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. This book goes

beyond arguing simply that “leaders
matter” by analyzing
how their particular
belief systems and
personalities can
ultimately make a
difference to their
country's foreign
policy, especially
toward a long-
standing enemy.

The POLITICAL

PSYCHOLOGY of

ISRAELI PRIME
MINISTERS

These books can be found on the end
table in the library and are available
for checking out. Come visit the new
library and look for these books and
others. There is something for
everyone.

Connie Lenkowski
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ﬁ Music Notes

Meet Our 2024-25 Choir Scholarshlp Students

Hi! My name is Janna Carlson,
ULC's Alto Scholarship Student.
| am a freshman at MSU where
I'm pursuing a double degree in
Spanish and Environmental
Studies & Sustainability. | am
from White Lake, Michigan, and
I have been going to an ELCA
Lutheran church for my entire
life. | attended high school at
Walled Lake Northern, where |
was in choir all four years and participated in all the
musicals and plays! | am super excited to be singing with
both the New Hope Singers and the Senior Choir at ULC.

Hi! I'm Brianna Green and | am the High School Choir
Scholarship Student for this year. I've been a member at
ULC for five years and am so excited for this
opportunity! I'm currently a senior at Haslett High School
and participate in Chorale and Select Women's
Ensemble, Color Guard and National Honors Society. In
college, | hope to further my music career by pursuing a
degree in Musical Theater. I'm so excited for all the
meaningful memories and music ahead!

Hi! I'm Ryan Jordan, ULC's Tenor Scholarship Student.
I am from Haslett, Michigan and I'm a junior at Michigan
State in the music education degree program studying
with Professor Richard Fracker. As | enter my third year

Nick Perkins, Ryan Jordan, Janna Carlson,
Ashna Karikalan, and Brianna Green.

at college, I'm excited to also enter
my third year at ULC! Along with
T singing | also have played

. trombone in marching band for

| many Yyears, including here at
MSU. | appreciate you all having
me back and | look forward to
singing for you once again.

Hi! My name is Ashna Karikalan
and I am ULC's new Soprano
Scholarship Student. | was born and raised in Lansing,
and I graduated from Haslett High School where | sang in
the choirs and participated in musicals and plays. Right
now, I'm a junior at Michigan State studying psychology
and minoring in music. I'm also a part of an on campus
all-treble a cappella team called Ladies First! Thank you
for the warm welcome and I'm super excited to be singing
with you all!

Hi! My name is Nick Perkins. I'm from Nashville,
Tennessee, and am a bass vocal performance major here
at Michigan State, studying with Professor Richard
Fracker. | am pursuing singing in opera houses, but if not,
I'll be singing country music down in Nashville. | love
arranging flowers and baking. This is my third year as the
Bass Scholarship Student at ULC and I'm excited to be
here with you all!

Worship Expressions, Global

Pastor Zach W|th the ch|Idren Pastor Emily
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© "Ve en paz" - (Spanish)
"Mandehana amin'ny fiadanana" - (Malagasy)

"Partez en Paix" - (French)"
"Go in peace. Share your bounty.”
C: Thanks be to God!

John Dale Smith, keyboard; Steve Simonson & Colin McCall, percussion.



Samaritas, named for the Good
Samaritan, is a partnership
among those who believe that
each person served, each person
receiving help and hope in
today’s world, is a modern
embodiment of the wounded
traveler in the Biblical parable.
With the help of partners like
ULC, Samaritas serves nearly
20,000 children, individuals and
families throughout Michigan
each year. For almost 90 years,
Samaritas has served others as an
expression of the love of Christ
through programs to help Michigan’s
disadvantaged individuals and
families to thrive. For over 30 years,
ULC has been a committed partner.
Many services and programs are
housed under Samaritas’ umbrella,
including:

e Michigan’s largest foster care and
adoption organization, with a full
suite of family preservation
programs and options like
Substance Use Disorder (SUD)
services to keep families together

o One of the state’s largest
providers of refugee services, as
Christ’s welcoming love is shown
to the stranger arriving into our
state and communities

November Outreach of the Month
Samaritas

The Fessenden Family, Samaritas foster family.

o Affordable housing options for
seniors and the disabled,
including Alison’s House in
Lansing, providing independent
living to individuals with
disabilities. Alison house is
named after ULC member Sue
Kamens’ daughter, who lived her
life with Muscular Dystrophy and
deeply desired to live as
independently as her condition
would permit.

ULC has a long partnership with
Samaritas, which has helped improve
the lives of many families and
individuals. Over the years, the
congregation has housed a program
supporting refugee children,
provided gifts to children and
families during the holidays, and
plugged in when other opportunities

arose to help the most vulnerable
among us. Congregational
members have also generously
donated their own time and
financial resources.

In celebration of this long and
valued partnership, and in an
effort to explore ways to increase
individual and congregational
support, Sunday, Nov. 24, will be
“Samaritas Sundaes” Day at ULC.
This includes a talk at the
beginning of the worship service, an
Adult Forum, and ice cream and
toppings during coffee hour.
Samaritas staff and volunteers will
be present to answer questions and
help ULC members explore how to
engage in the comprehensive
ministry of Samaritas.

Over the past few months, Pastors
Zach and Emily have encouraged us
to simply, yet profoundly, “Love
God and Love our Neighbor.”
Supporting the good work of
Samaritas helps us walk alongside
other individuals and congregations
to do just that, as we seek to
understand and live out Christ’s
commandment to love our neighbor
as ourselves.

Kris Callen

Tight Knit

Winter Hats Distributed
450 hats were distributed on Oct. 24

during the Food Movers food

distribution event. Thank you to the
generosity of the Tight Knit group and

others.

We invite you to join Tight Knit. We
meet every Monday from 4 to 6:30 p.m.
in the Fireside Room. All experience

levels welcomed.
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Earthkeeping News
How Efficient are your Light Bulbs?

As winter approaches and our hours This is due to their design, which LED bulbs don’t burn out like

of sunlight decrease, we will find focuses light within 180 degrees standard lights; rather, the amount of

ourselves choosing to flick a light instead of the 360 degrees which light they produce wanes over time.

switch and receive artificial Y incandescent and halogen If all of that wasn’t enough to

lighting in our homes more ; bulbs focus their light. They ~ convince you to switch, consider

frequently. As you rely on ‘ also evenly distribute heat this: the estimated energy cost of one

indoor lighting during the . throughout their LED bulb at 10 watts is $1.26 per

darker portions of the year, ! environment, releasing less year, whereas the estimated energy

consider switching to LED. energy as heat, whereas cost of one halogen bulb is $6.02 per

They’re more energy . incandescent bulbs release year for the same wattage.

efficient, and they will save ﬂ 90 percent of their energy as

you money in the long run. heat. Save yourself some money and
energy this winter and help the

LED lights, which stands for Light All of this ensures a longer lifespan environment at the same time by

Emitting Diode, produce light 90 for LED bulbs, which operate at peak  replacing your incandescent halogen

percent more efficiently than efficiency from 50,000 to 100,000 bulbs with LED lights.

incandescent bulbs, and 65 percent hours, whereas incandescent bulbs )

more efficiently than halogen bulbs.  typically operate for 1,000 hours. Brandon DuBois-Jones

Thoughts from a Kids Hope USA Prayer Partner

When the Kids Hope USA ministry was support staff you realize you are a part of
introduced at ULC, | knew | wanted to be a part KIDS something much larger.
of it in some way. When | was approached 7

HOPE ; ;
about being a prayer partner, | was happy to say USA I also appreciate the Kids Hope Zoom prayer

“Yes.” ‘ sessions where mentors and prayer partners from

around the country are all praying for this ministry.
It’s been a blessing to walk alongside the mentor as she Being able to witness the gracious and loving
faithfully shows up every week to support a child who commitment of all these caring people is a humbling
needs this regular and positive commitment and care. | experience and | am grateful to be a part of it.

communicate regularly with my mentor both with email
and in person to see how the child is doing so | can pray
for special needs and give thanks for things that are going

ULC Kids Hope USA Prayer Partners for the 2024-25
school year are: Nancy Lindman, Cindy Jenks, Bill
Trevarthen, Connie Lenkowski, Clarke Anderson,

well.

Deanna Milligan, Tom Kissling, Paulette Piirainen, Wei
I realize what a special role I play in covering this Dong, Carol Mackin, Steve Haase, Darra Haase, Bruce
relationship between child and mentor with prayer. Callen, Kris Callen.

When you begin to widen the prayer to include the

child’s family, teacher, school administrators, and Carol Mackin, Kids Hope USA Prayer Partner

Saint Luke Lutheran Church Coat Bank

Saint Luke Lutheran , They are currently in need of ~ or Mark Walter at Saint Luke Haslett
Church, located in Vo Adult XX, 2X, and XXL Campus (517) 339-9119.

Lansing, is in its 15" male and female coats. They

year of providing winter accept gently used and new Or Darra and Steve Haase (989)506-

apparel to the items or cash donations to 8723.

underserved of purchase needed items. .
Ingham/Eaton/ Clinton There are brochures and bulletin
county area families. Questions? Call Carol Dreps at Saint  board info in the Narthex at ULC.

Luke Christ Campus (517) 482-2252
Daara Haase
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Prayers & Squares Chapter 163

Our former pastor Sarah
Midzalkowski (now Sarah
Hurlbert) is the Dean of The
Cathedral of All Souls in
Asheville, NC. Sunday, Oct. 20,
we tied 6 of 34 quilts that were
sent to her congregation following
the devastation of Hurricane
Helene. We raised $455.57 from
the noisy offering to cover
shipping costs, with the extra
going to help the congregation. We continue to keep all
those affected by this tragedy in our prayers.

s

Fourteen people gathered on Saturday, Oct. 5, in the
fellowship hall at ULC to learn how to make the coil rope
baskets with Ann as the teacher. Thanks to Vera for being
our lunch lady. Guests came from Grand Rapids and
Coldwater to join the group. Everyone made a coaster, a
basket using 10 feet of cotton clothesline, an eyeglass
basket and took home rope to make a larger basket
requiring 20 feet of clothesline. It was a fun day of
sewing, fellowship, and lunch.

Join us on Saturday, Dec. 7 at the Christmas Quilt
Workshop. Prayers & Squares has been the fortunate
recipient of holiday fabric that we cannot use in our
prayer quilts. So... what better way to use this wonderful
gift than to invite folks to come and make a lap size quilt
to take home? We’ll begin at 9 a.m. and end at 3 p.m.

Packing quilts for The Cathedral of All Souls.

Support for Asheville, NC

= Lunch will be provided at noon.
it Look for the sign-up sheet in the
narthex.

Dec. 8 and 15 will be our annual
Christmas craft sale. Start making
- your shopping lists!

National Quilts of Valor Saturday
at ULC will be Saturday, Feb. 8.
We will welcome a veteran who
will be awarded a QOV during the
morning sewing time. Please mark your calendars and
join us - make quilt tops, measure batting and backing
fabric, cut Kits, take photos, and help with lunch. Last
year we had about 30 people enjoying this heart-warming
experience.

A dedicated group continues to meet on Tuesday
mornings in the Fellowship Hall from 10 a.m. until 12:30
p.m. to make prayer quilts and bed-sized quilts for the
refugees. Please consider joining us in person or come to
the sewing room in the classroom wing downstairs to
pick up a kit to make a quilt top at home.

Do you know of someone who needs our prayers with a
prayer quilt or a Quilt of Valor? Please contact the
pastors, Mandy in the church office, Bobbie Davis
(bobbieanndavis80@gmail.com) or Ann Booren
(boorena@msu.edu).

Bobbie Davis

Feeding 12,000

Give eighty people an hour
and a half, and they can feed
a multitude. In a world that
seems to have deep divisions,
people of all ages, varying
ethnicities, and different
religions all came together
with one goal in mind: to
serve God by putting

recent hurricanes, and the
last third will go to feed
individuals throughout the
world.

None of this would have
been possible without the
hard work volunteers from
ULC and the Islamic

together meals for people in

need. The annual Food

Packing event was hosted by the
Islamic Center this year. Thanks to
generous donations from the ULC
congregants during the Outreach of
the Month for the Food Packing

event as well as matching funds from

The 2024 food packing crew!

the Islamic Center, we were able to
purchase and package nearly 12,000
meals! One-third of these meals will
go to the MSU Food Bank, another
third will go to North Carolina and
Florida to feed those affected by

Center put in to set up for

the event, form assembly
lines to package the meals, and clean
up after the event. This event truly
shows us that, no matter who you
are, you can do great things for the
glory of God.

Jay Dubois-Jones

Lux November 2024 Page 9


mailto:bobbieanndavis80@gmail.com
mailto:boorena@msu.edu

Racial 'Jliti'ce Team

November is Indigenous People’s Month

Thanks to Columbus, Indigenous
Peoples were called Indians. This is
true because when Columbus arrived
in this new to him
continent, he thought he
was in India. The people
who were here faced
what | would call a land
grab by our ancestors.

Our congregation has
observed Indigenous
People’s month by doing
two things in our
worship. The first is a reading of a
land acknowledgement. The Second
is the hanging of an Orange Banner
in the sanctuary. The orange banner
is to remember what is called the
Indian Schools. Children from
indigenous families were sent to
boarding schools to learn English,
the boys had their hair cut, and they
were forced to learn what the leaders
thought was a useful trade, like
farming or being a carpenter. The
hanging of the orange banner is a

reminder that our past is not always
something to be proud of.

In September of this
year, Vicki and |
drove out to
Wyoming to see our
new Grandson. On
the way home we
stopped at two
places, Devil’s
Tower and Crazy
Horse. These are
sacred places to the
Lakota People, whom we remember
being called Sioux people.

I am writing this article because |
have strong feelings about how the
Lakota people were treated after they
“won” the battle of the Little Big
Horn on June 25-26, 1876. The
Black Hills were taken from them
because of the discovery of gold.
Until 1980 the Lakota People
appealed through the court systems
of our country to get the Black Hills
returned. The U.S. Government

agreed finally and offered money.
However, the money was refused
because the Lakota want the land.

If anyone wants to talk about this
subject, please look me up. Thank
you for reading this.

Michael Anderson
Racial Justice Team

The orange banner was
inspired by the story of Phyllis
Webstad, a survivor of the
residential schools. When she
arrived at school as a six-year-
old, she had all of her clothes
taken from her, including a
brand-new orange t-shirt her
grandmother had given her. It
was never returned.

Orange symbolizes how the
church and the schools they
administered tried to take away
the Indigenous identity of the
children in their care.

Hygiene Items... and Socks!

Can you imagine not being able to afford
shampoo or soap, and having to go to work
or a job interview without being able to get
cleaned up first? Maybe the funds that week
won't cover both food and all the other non- -
food items. Do you skip lunch all week? Not -
feed the kids breakfast or snacks? Or, go

without toilet paper?

Maybe you've been there yourself. Maybe you've
suddenly become a single parent, took in your own aging
parent and didn't have it in the budget, or now you have
your grandkids to raise on a retirement income. Or you
are young and don't have much support, the rent is high,
your wages are low, and that one tooth just won't stop
aching. Maybe you are middle class and completely fine,
until that medical condition requires treatment, costing

(T

o

are vulnerable to financial struggle or ruin,

and many are kept poor due to systemic issues.
The Saturday Morning Bible Study has been
meeting since June, slowly working our way
through the Gospel of Matthew. One day in
particular we kept getting the same message

I over and over, Help the poor. We felt called to
| do something - to chip in, even in a small way.

After some discussion we landed on collecting

hygiene items for the Allen Neighborhood Center (ANC)
during the month of November. The ANC does a lot for
the community, helping people get on their feet and live
better lives. (https://allenneighborhoodcenter.org/about-

far beyond what insurance is going to cover. Lots of us
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us/) If you feel called to chip in, perhaps just a tube of
toothpaste, or maybe a big pack of toilet paper, or a mix
of things, we will be collecting items during the month of
November. Look for the collection area in the Narthex.

Stephanie Hall


https://allenneighborhoodcenter.org/about-us/
https://allenneighborhoodcenter.org/about-us/

From the President

Year Has Passed Quickly

It's amazing how quickly the year has flown by.
Already, we are planning for the new year and
the annual meeting is right around the corner. |
hope you will be able to join us for the
informational meeting on Dec. 8 and the annual
meeting on Dec. 15. | want to thank everyone

of the things | will give thanks for this
Thanksgiving. I'd be lying if | said | wasn't
looking forward to handing things over to
Mike, but | am glad and honored that | had
the opportunity to be Congregation president
for this year.

who has supported me, the council, and the

pastors this year. Thank you all.

Jeff Guilfoyle

ULC is blessed with so many great people who ULC President

share their time and talents to make the Church
a great community for worship and fellowship. It is one

ULC Council met in person (with
Zoom option) on Oct. 22. Here are
some highlights:

o Approved sending a proposed
endowment amendment to the
congregation for approval at the
annual meeting.

A
Council Notes |

e Council met with Deanna - )

Milligan from the Accessibility giving to make our budget for Emily Uebel
this year. ULC Council Secretar

Team to get updates from the y

team. o Passed a motion to make the
Accessibility Team an official

e Currently running a deficit of team of ULC.

$22,000 and need increased

2024 Local
Benevolence Recipients

After input from the congregation, the Social Action
Team made the following recommendations to Council,
which subsequently approved them:

e $1,000 to St. Michael’s Episcopal Church for their
Gun Buyback Program

Another Way to Give. ..

e Do you receive Required Minimum
Distributions (RMD)?

e Do you use your RMD to contribute
to ULC?

e Did you know you can save on taxes
by having your RMD directed to ULC
instead of receiving it and then
contributing to ULC?

e If you're interested in this option e  $1,000 to Michigan Citizens for Prison Reform for
consult with your investment their effort to aid the families of prisoners

adviser, including Thrivent and MSU ¢ $500 to Forster Woods Adult Day Center after they
FCU, which have advisers familiar sustained damage from the East Lansing floods this past
with how to set this up. summer

e  $500 to Friendship House MSU, in memory of
Melissa Andresen and in recognition of all the support
from the Andresens to Friendship House over the years

e Have questions? Ask Sue Kamens, e $1,000 to Helping Women Period for their efforts to
Larry Cross, or Mike Sweat make female hygiene products available to women.

Bryan Rahe
Social Action Team
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The Greater Church

From the Bishops of the ELCA

In a perfect garden, created by God

for the sake of humanity, evil entered

in the form of deception and lies.
Christians refer to this
story, found in the
biblical book of
Genesis, as the fall of
humanity. This foray
into human sin began
when Adam and Eve,
the first humans
created in the image of God, were
deceived.

Humans have contended with the
powers of deception ever since.

Yet we are a people who know and
proclaim the power of God at work
in the world. We proclaim the power
of Jesus Christ, God in the flesh, the
one who said, "l am the way, the
truth and the life" (John 14:6).

We know that the power of truth is
greater than the power of deceit.

We, the members of the Conference
of Bishops of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America, speak
with one voice to condemn the
hateful, deceptive, violent speech
that has too readily found a place in
our national discourse. We lament

the ways this language has led to
hate-fueled action.

We refuse to accept the
ongoing normalization of
lies and deceit.

We recommit ourselves to
speaking the truth and
pointing to the one who is
truth. We find courage in
our collegiality and
implore the members of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America, as well as our partners and
friends, to join us as we:

e Pledge to be vigilant guardians of
truth, refusing to perpetuate lies
or half-truths that further corrode
the fabric of our society.

e Commit to rigorous fact-
checking, honoring God's
command to "test everything;
hold fast to what is good" (1
Thessalonians 5:21).

¢ Reject the use of humor that
normalizes falsehood,
remembering that our speech
should "always be gracious"
(Colossians 4:6).

¢ Boldly advocate for the
marginalized and oppressed,

emulating Christ's love for the
least among us.

e Courageously interrupt hate
speech, standing firm in the
knowledge that all are created in
God's image.

e Lean in with curiosity, engage
with those who think differently
and "put the best construction on
our neighbor's action" (Luther's
explanation of the Eighth
Commandment).

o Amplify voices of truth.

Emboldened by the Holy Spirit, may
we resist deception and lift up the
truth that all members of humanity
are created in the image of God.

May the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the love of God and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be
with us all as we respond to the
Spirit's invitation into this intentional
commitment against deception and
for truth.

In Christ,

The Conference of Bishops of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America

North/West Lower Michigan Synod
You Are Witnesses Retreat

Join Pastor David E. Sprang and Bishop Craig Alan
Satterlee for a retreat centered on the book You Are
Witnesses of These Things: Sharing the Story of Jesus.
This is an opportunity to experience the joy and fun in
sharing the story of Jesus for no reason other than Jesus is

such life-giving good news!

November 11 -November 12

Like the book, the retreat’s primary audience is the
baptized, people of God, or lay people. Pastors and
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deacons will certainly learn, grow, and be nourished by
the experience and are heartily welcome.

This retreat will be held in-person on Nov. 11-12 at the
St. Francis Retreat in Dewitt, MI. Registration is $85 and
covers food and lodging. Learn more and Register.



https://bit.ly/3IxBuBz

ULC People

Thank YouI

greetings and cards shared with us.

Dale Harpstead, Phyllis Kost, LaVon Miller

Thank you to Ann Booren,
Chris Stowe and Jan Mace for
the lovely reception honoring
our birthdays. We are blessed to
have reached the nineties and
for being recognized by our
ULC family with all the kind

Congratulations!

Congratulations to ULC member
Vennie Gore on his promotion to
interim executive vice president for
administration at MSU. Vennie
currently serves as senior vice president

S22 for student life and engagement. His
current resp0n5|b|I|t|es span providing support for
50,000+ students, including over 17,000 students who
live on campus. Read more here.

ULC Book Club
@ ==

The ULC Book Club will meet on
Thursday, Nov. 21 at 10 a.m. We
will discuss Plainsong by
Kent Haruf. In this novel we
meet a pregnant teenager, two
young boys adjusting to life
without their mother, and a
pair of bachelor farmers
stretched out of their comfort
zone. The novel has been
described as resonant and
meaningful, a song of praise in honor
of the lives it chronicles and a story

Plainsong

about people’s ability to adapt and

redeem themselves, to heal the

wounds of isolation by
moving, gropingly and
imperfectly, toward
community.

We meet on the third
Thursday of the month. We

offer three ways to participate.

You can join us in person at ULC in

the Fireside room, join us via ZOOM

or we can send you a recording of the
discussion.

We depend on email to keep those
wishing to attend informed of any
changes in meeting time or location
as well as the books we choose for
our discussions. If you would like to
join us, please reach out to Beth
Rahe bwojanl@gmail.com or Mary
Kotnik at mkotnik@comcast.net so
we can add you to our email list.

Beth Rahe and Mary Kotnik

In this season of politics, we want to
direct you to some advocacy
resources from the www.elca.org
website.

Connecting faith and public life
As members of the ELCA, we
believe that we are freed in Christ to
serve and love our neighbor. God
uses our hands, through our direct
service work and our voices, through
our advocacy efforts, to restore and
reconcile our world. Through faithful
advocacy, the ELCA lives out our
Lutheran belief that governments can
help advance the common good.

ELCA advocacy works for change in
public policy based on the
experience of Lutheran ministries,
programs and projects around the
world and in communities across the

Advocacy

U.S. We work through political
channels on behalf of the following
biblical values: peace-making,
hospitality to strangers, care for
creation, and concern for people
living in poverty and struggling with
hunger and disease.

Join a growing movement
Together, we achieve things on a
scale and scope that we could never
do otherwise. When we act as a
coordinated network of advocates

and reach out to officials on relevant,
timely issues, we effectively impact
public policies. Join thousands of
ELCA members — sign up for the
ELCA e-Advocacy Network now.

Take action

We are a church that rolls up our
sleeves and gets to work. Stand up
for policies that create opportunities
to overcome poverty, promote peace
and dignity, and defend God’s
creation - visit the Advocacy News
and Updates page to find advocacy
opportunities now.

Learn more

On the Advocacy resources page,
you’ll find information that will
educate and equip you to be a more
effective advocate.

Shared by Pastor Emily
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Celebrations Elizabeth Viele 19 Gertraud Fleischer 28 Brock Gallagher
12 Edward Brown 20 Carrie Saindon Lou Ann Miller
& NUV\ BER Morgan Fisher Chris Cuyar Miriam Minshall
W GiRTHOAYS Debra Gift 21 Vicki Anderson Bonnie V’Soske
1 Gail Haghom Samuel Schikorra Sandra Brooks 29 Kay Fritz
2 John V’Soske 15 Tali Hylen 23 Ethan Dawson- Elspeth Muzzin
3 Arthur Masnyj Kimberly Kravetz Baglien
5 Beth Holden 16 Brooke Bubolz Allison Mutka NUV BER
lan Williams Jim Lorenz 24 Michael Christian
) . A ANNIVERSARIES
6 Mike Lenkowski 17 Camille Prince Jerry Becker
7 Andrew Earle Aurora Uebel 25 Bill Trevarthen No Nov. anniversaries
8 Connor Hagman 19 Marianne Bubolz 26 Sue Kamens
10 Miriam Bunge Barbara Cox Dawn Newton
11 Joy Oslund Dale Romsos 27 Diane Appel
ULC Archives

Looking Back at Campus Ministry

At times in the past, Campus Ministry had a newsletter of
its own. In 1980 ULC Able was published quarterly and
featured many pictures along with short descriptions. In
the fall issue from 1980, Charlie Downs wrote about
ULC celebrating 50 years of Lutheran Campus Ministry.
Parts of the article (longer than most Able articles)
follow.

Campus Ministry Thrives While...

Losing Members Every Year

Most churches call them “former members.” But at
University Lutheran Church (ULC) in East Lansing they
are known as “alumni.” ULC people take it for granted
that they will lose a lot of members every year, especially
in June. That is expected because many members are
students, and many others are relatively mobile faculty
and professional people.

And just as a university hopes to put an indelible you-are-
part-of-the-campus-family mark on each of its graduates,
so University Lutheran likes to think that members who
go on to “conquer new worlds” continue to think of ULC
as a congregational alma mater....

While most Lutheran campus ministries are designed
only for students, ULC is different in that it is a regular

“town” congregation with a special campus ministry
mission. Students are invited not only to attend worship
services, Sunday evening suppers and discussions, and
other special events, they also are encouraged to become
members. And for those students who want to retain their
membership in hometown churches, there is a special
“nonresident” membership that students may hold
without leaving their home congregation.

Non-resident members are entitled to full voting
privileges in church government. And all student
members, both resident and nonresident, are encouraged
to take leadership roles in the congregation...

[ULC staff at the time who worked with students
included Pastor Kopka, Jr., Pastor Reed Schroer, and
organist Kristie Wiggert. All were closely involved with
students.]

And, in turn, student voices help to make ULC’s choir
one of the better ones in the Lansing area. The choir story
is the congregational story; everyone wins or, as has often
been noted, “everything we do at ULC is campus
ministry.”

Connie Lenkowski

Newsletter
SUBMISSIONS

The deadline for the Dec. Lux is Friday, Nov. 15.

E-mail articles to Amy Wagenknecht at amylarryw@comcast.net and
Mandy O'Neil at ulcsec@ulcel.org or place them in the Lux mailbox in

the ULC office. Articles may be edited for size or readability, but you
will be contacted if significant changes are made. Keep those
wonderful photos and articles coming! Thanks!

Page 14 November 2024 Lux



mailto:amylarryw@comcast.net
mailto:ulcsec@ulcel.org

NOVEMBER

1 Indigenous Peoples Month 9:30a Women at Risk Pop-up Sale-Narthex
5:00p Fridays@Five Campus Ministry 10:00a Sunday Worship- Sanctuary/Facebook
7:30p Ten Pound Fiddle Concert-Sanctuary 5:00p HS Youth Group-Youth Room

2 1:00p MSU Football Parking (Indiana) 18 4:00p Tight Knit-Fireside

10:45a Sat. Morning Bible Study-Contact Steph Hall 6:00p Handbell Rehearsal-Sanctuary
3 9:00a Sunday School 19 7:30a Tuesday Morning Bible Study-Zoom*
10:00a Sunday Worship-Sanctuary/Facebook 10:00a Prayers & Squares-Fellowship
5:00p HS Youth Group-Youth Room 12:30p Lychnion Circle-Fireside

4  4:00p Tight Knit-Fireside 1:00p Staff Meeting
6:00p Handbell Rehearsal-Sanctuary 2:45p Faith, Writing & Reflection-Zoom*
7:00p Interfaith Gathering of Hope-People’s Church 6:30p ULC Council-Conference

5 Election Day 20 8:00a Mushers-IHOP, EL
7:30a Tuesday Morning Bible Study-Zoom* 9:30a Amnos-Burcham Hills

10:00a Prayers & Squares-Fellowship Hall Noon Lectio Divina Bible Study-Zoom
1:00p Staff Meeting 1:00p Rhodon-Fireside
2:45p Faith, Writing & Reflection-Zoom* 7:30p Ten Pound Fiddle Concert-Sanctuary

6 8:00a Mushers-IHOP, EL 21 10:00a ULC Book Club-Fireside
9:30a Lux/Communication-Conference 3:30p Food Movers Distribution-Drive thru
Noon Lectio Divina Bible Study-Zoom* 7:30p Sr. Choir Rehearsal-Sanctuary
4:30p Lead Management Team-Zoom* 22 1:00p Fourth Friday Friends-Delhi Café-Holt

7 7:30p Sr. Choir Rehearsal-Sanctuary 5:00p Fridays@Five-Fourth Friday

8 5:00p Fridays@Five 5:30p MSU Football Parking (Purdue)

9 10:45a Sat. Morning Bible Study-Contact Steph Hall 23 9:00a New Member Class-Fireside

11:00a Dale Harpstead Memorial 9:00a Coffee Connections-TBD
10 9:00a Sunday School 10:45a Saturday Morning Bible Study-Library
10:00a Sunday Worship-Sanctuary/Facebook 11:00a Carl Bennett Memorial
4:00p Intergenerational Dinner-Fellowship Hall 24 9:00a Sunday School
11 4:00 Tight Knit-Fireside 10:00a Sunday Worship- Sanctuary/Facebook
6:00p Handbell Rehearsal-Sanctuary 25 4:00p Tight Knit-Fireside
12 7:30a Tuesday Morning Bible Study-Zoom* 6:00p Handbell Rehearsal-Sanctuary
10:00a Prayers & Squares-Fellowship Hall 26 7:30a Tuesday Morning Bible Study-Zoom*
1:00p Staff Meeting 10:00a Prayers & Squares-Fellowship
2:45p Faith, Writing & Reflection-Zoom* 1:00p Staff Meeting
6:00p Finance Committee-Zoom 2:45p Faith, Writing & Reflection-Zoom*
6:30p Racial Justice Caucus-Zoom* 7:00p Families Against Narcotics (FAN)-Fellowship
13 8:00a Mushers-IHOP, EL 7:00p Pub Theology-TBD
Noon Lectio Divina Bible Study-Zoom 27 8:00a Mushers-IHOP, EL
14 9:30a Brunch Bunch-IHOP, EL Noon Lectio Divina Bible Study -Zoom
7:30p Sr. Choir Rehearsal-Sanctuary 28 Thanksgiving
15 5:00p Fridays@Five Community Cooking Event 29 10:00a Kids Cooking Class-Fellowship Hall
16 10:00a Holy Communion Class-Fireside 30 TBD MSU Football Parking (Rutgers)
10:45a Saturday Morning Bible Study-ULC Library 10:45a Sat. Morning Bible Study-Contact Steph Hall

17 9:00a Sunday School

To Plan Your Holidays: Remember to set back

Sei O your clocks one hour

Dayhght on Sunday, Nov. 3.

Dec. 18 Blue Christmas Worship at 6:30 p.m.
Dec. 24 Candlelight Worship at 6:30 p.m.

Dec. 25 Christmas Day — No worship. Or you'll be really
H |
There will not be mid-week Advent services this year. TIITIE%/' early to church!
ULC Office Hours Reminder: Please let the office know *Zoom link contacts: Lectio Divina — Bill )
_ when ULC meetings and events are Trevarthen; Faith, Writing & Reflection,
Tuesday - Thursday heduled 'fgh 're h . Carole Ford cfordllp@yahoo.com; Tuesday
9am.to4 p.m. scheduled, even if they're happening study, larry. wagenknecht@gmail.com; Pub
Closed Monday & Friday virtually. We would like to keep the Theology, Jay Dubois-Jones
\ calendar current. Thanks! jaytopham@gmail.com )
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Emily Shipman
Lead Pastor

Zachariah Shipman
Associate Pastor

Janine Novenske Smith
Director of Worship & the Arts

Mandy O’'Neil
Office Administrator

Gary Carl
Financial Administrator

Mary Letvenow
Event Coordinator

Kristie Wiggert
Organist

John Dale Smith
Pianist

Louise Paquette
Director of Handbells
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