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Oh, Holy Night! 

Reconciling in Christ 10th Anniversary 

Mark Your Calendars . . . 
 

Food Movers 
Thursday, Jan 23 & Feb. 20 

Drive-thru Distribution  
3:30 p.m. 

 

Coffee Connections 
Jan. 25 and Feb. 22 at 9 a.m. 

Moka and Co., Okemos 
 

Reconciling in  
Christ Sunday 

Jan. 26 at 10 a.m. 
 

Pub Theology 
Jan. 28 & Feb. 25 at 7 p.m. 

Virtual on Zoom 
(Contact office for link) 

 

Quilt of Valor Sewing Day 
Saturday, Feb. 8 
9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Fellowship Hall 

 

Ash Wednesday 
March 5 
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Sunday, Aug. 16, 2015, RIC 
representatives present ULC 

president Keith Harder and Pastor 
Sarah Cogsil with the certificate that 

now hangs in the narthex. 

Sunday, January 26 is 
Reconciling in Christ Sunday 

and ULC will celebrate 10 
years as a RIC 

congregation. Join us for 
worship and coffee hour as 
we celebrate this milestone! 

Christmas Eve. Beautiful music, before and during the service. A sanctuary full of 
members, family and friends of all ages. A meaningful service followed the annual 
tradition of holding lit candles while circling the sanctuary and singing Silent Night. 

A peace-filled welcome to baby Jesus. See more photos on page 7. 
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From the Pastor's Pen . . . 
 

Share God’s Story! 
 

“Share God’s Story” is the ULC theme for 2025! This 

was confirmed at the January Council and Lead 

Management Retreat held Jan. 11. It is 

birthed out of excitement for what God is 

doing, the conviction that Jesus’ story matters 

for the sake of the world, and engagement 

with Bishop Craig Satterlee’s (and daughter 

Chelsey’s) book, You Are Witnesses of These 

Things: Sharing the Story of Jesus.  

 

At our retreat, Bishop Craig mentioned: research says on 

average most of us will talk about Jesus twice in our 

lives. Do you believe Jesus matters for the world today? 

Imagine the impact if we became a community excited to 

share the good news! 

 

Pastor Zachariah recently shared the following in a group 

email: 
 

 “I find Jesus's command at the end of the book of 

Matthew to: “Go and make disciples of all nations” 

a critical point of our existence as Christians. I 

wonder how we, as ULC, can continue equipping 

people (possibly more intentionally) to: 
  

1. Know and be able to talk about Jesus and his 

teachings,  

2. Identify and name God's activity in their own 

lives and in the lives of their neighbors, and  

3. Practice radical, loving hospitality to friends 

and strangers.  
 

I long for the day when a church service 

on Sunday is more fully understood as a 

time to be equipped and inspired for 

being disciples throughout the coming 

week (rather than attending a service 

once a week being the culmination of 

what it means to be a Christian). I would 

love further conversation, dreaming, and ideas 

about how we can better equip those who attend 

ULC to be disciples (or, dare I say, deacons) in 

their daily living. (Diakonia is a Greek word for 

service and is the root word for deacon and 

diaconal ministry. In the church it can refer to the 

ministry of all the baptized as we follow Christ in 

service.)” 
 

We hope to engage sharing God’s story this year by 

equipping folx through workshops, forums, retreats, 

reading You Are Witnesses as a congregation, breakfast 

church discussions, and incorporating witnesses in 

worship. We look forward to exploring how we may 

Share God’s Story together in the coming weeks and 

months and beyond. Please look for opportunities and 

join us in sharing God’s story! 
 

Your Fellow Witness,  

Pastor Emily 

 

 

 

Ash Wednesday Worship 
March 5 – 6:30 p.m. 
Imposition of Ashes  
In-person and Facebook Live 
 

 

Mid-week Lenten Worship 
Wednesdays at Noon 

    Mar. 12, 19 and 26 
    Apr. 2 and 9 

 

Mid-week worship will be held in the 
sanctuary followed by soup and bread 

lunch in the Fireside Room. 
 

 

This Year During Lent . . .  
 

To begin our year of Sharing God’s 
Story, we encourage everyone to 
read the book, You are Witnesses 
of These Things. To assist, we will 
make the books available 
beginning Sunday, Feb. 16 for a 
small donation. 
 

The mid-week Lenten worship  
message will focus on this book. There will be 
opportunities throughout the coming year to learn 
how to become a witness for Jesus, including an 
overnight retreat in Dewitt.  
 

Watch for more details in upcoming newsletters 
and weekly announcements. 
 

ULC Council 
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Campus Ministry News 
 

Upcoming 2025 Spring Break Trip 
 

During spring break this year,  

Mar. 1-8, our students will be 

embarking on a journey to 

Isle of Palms, South 

Carolina for a trip centered 

on Jesus's call to “Love your 

neighbor.” On the road trip 

down, we will be visiting 

with two other Campus 

Ministry programs: 

Lutheran Students of 

Appalachian (Appalachian State, 

Boone, NC) and Gamecock 

Lutherans (U of SC, Columbia, SC).  

 

We will engage in worship 

and fellowship with these 

other student groups, taking 

time to love them and hear 

their stories. While on the 

Isle of Palms, we will be 

doing two service projects 

with wildlife conservation 

groups: SCORE (South Carolina 

Oyster Recycling and Enhancement 

Program) & the Tom Yawkey 

Wildlife Center. We will also take 

time to explore the Charleston, SC 

area and learn about our neighbors 

there.  

 

Please pray for those going, for safe 

travels, and for our group to 

experience Jesus through those we 

encounter! 
 

Pastor Zachariah 

 
Campus Ministry Lock-In 

 

For our final "Friday@5 

gathering of the fall 

semester, One Community 

Lutheran Campus Ministry 

hosted a lock-in at ULC. 

We gathered at our usual 

time, Friday, Dec 6th, at 5 

p.m. for a meal. After 

eating, we spent time 

singing Christmas Carols, 

playing games (Exploding 

Kittens, Awkward 

Storytelling, and 

Telestrations), and 

eventually, at the end of the 

evening, some watched Polar Express until they fell 

asleep.  

 

We had a late-night pizza delivery from Jay and Brandon 

DuBois-Jones, who stayed and played Telestrations for a 

while. In the morning, 

we had some egg bake 

and pancakes before 

ending our time 

together. It was a delight 

to spend a larger amount 

of time together, sharing 

stories, games, and 

friendship.  

 

ULC also provided 

finals week goodie bags 

for our students, which 

included many snacks, a 

study buddy 

Squishmallow stuffy, an MSU meal ticket, and a card. 

Thank you for making these types of events possible and 

for sharing the love of Jesus through quality time, games, 

and fun together! 
 

Pastor Zachariah 

 

Congratulations Jack! 
 

Jack Guevara I 

graduated in 

December from 

the Department 

of Plant and Soil 

Sciences with a 

Ph.D.in Crop and 

Soil Sciences 

(Turfgrass Management) My 

dissertation title was, Seeding 

Practices for Cool-Season Sod 

Grown on Plastic and Domed 

Stadiums.  
 

Career-wise, I plan to remain at 

MSU as a faculty in the same 

department. My role will focus on 

teaching, student advising and 

recruitment for our turfgrass 

program. I will also continue 

contributing to the development of 

safe playing fields for the FIFA 

World Cup 2026. On a personal 

level, I aim to achieve a better 

balance between personal, spiritual 

and work life. 

Late-night pizza, games and movies make for  
a great year-end lock-in. 
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Family Faith Formation 
 

Advent Dinner 2024 

 
 

Members and friends of all 
ages joined together on Dec. 

8 for the annual Advent 
Dinner. After completing 
some craft activities, a 

delicious pasta dinner was 
served. The children sang 
and were then joined by 

everyone singing carols. Fun 
and fellowship, a perfect way 
to share the Advent season! 

HS Youth 
  

High Caliber Trip 
 

On Dec.15, our ULC HS Youth group had a 2024 year-end party 

at High Caliber Karting and Entertainment. Seven HS students and 

I enjoyed an evening of fellowship which included axe throwing, 

Gellyball (gelly pellet guns), go-karting, and pizza. It was fun to 

do something new and special together. Thank you for supporting 

this ministry which allows us to spend quality time together and 

build loving relationships as Jesus instructs! 
 

Pastor Zachariah 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A fun day at High Caliber! Suited up for Gelly 
ball (above) and waiting for the starting flag  
on the go-kart track (right). 

 

 

Remembering Jesus’ 
and our Baptisms 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Sunday, January 5, water and Baptism were 
the focus of worship. During Communion, Annika 
and Sophie assisted by marking the sign of the 

cross with water from the baptismal font. 
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Water, Earth and Sky 
 

Feb. 2 — Living Water Ministries will not 

only be with us during worship on this day, 

but you will have a chance to learn more 

about their amazing, often life-changing, 

summer programs during Forum. Some of 

you (or your children or grandchildren) have 

already experienced this summer camp yourself; some of 

you may never have had a single camp experience. But 

whether learning more or reminiscing about Living Water 

Ministries, this forum is sure to fill your heart. 

 

Feb. 9 —  DVD: Dialogues on the Refugee Crisis An 

excellent, highly informative, compassionate, riveting, 

and inspiring overview of the refugee crisis and how 

churches can and should become involved. 
 

Feb. 16 — Documentary: They Even Took the Dirt 

part of an upcoming film series sponsored by the ULC 

Racial Justice Team, tells the story of the building of I-

496 and its effect on the Black community. From a 

WKAR article/interview: "[Where there used to be a 

vibrant neighborhood], today you’ll find a four-lane 

freeway that cuts the city in half, roaring with cars 

zooming through where [that] neighborhood used to 

be….It’s now common knowledge that the U.S. 

Department of Transportation targeted majority Black 

neighborhoods for highway construction as part of 

its plans for urban renewal, and racist housing 

policies limited the amount residents were paid for 

their properties and where they could buy a new 

home.” 
 

Feb. 23 — Shannon Schmoll, Abrams Planetarium 

Manager. If you have never been to the MSU 

Planetarium, you are in for a treat when you go! There’s 

nothing quite like sitting back, staring up at the “night 

sky,” and enjoying a mesmerizing fully produced show, 

followed by a fascinating live night sky lesson. Year-

round, there are adult/family shows, children’s shows, 

sensory-friendly shows, lectures, and more. Come learn 

about all that the planetarium has to offer!  
 

Coming in March: 

Mar. 2 — Vern Seefeldt, Distinguished Professor 

Emeritus at MSU, will talk about his recent work of 

historical fiction, Kill the Indian, Save the Child: The 

Residential School Tragedy of Agoni Blue Cloud. 

Mar. 9 — Beth Hoger and Lisa Swem: Impressions of 

Vietnam. 
 

Linda Trevarthen 

 
    
   ULC Memorial Library 
 

Check Out Our New Books! 
 

Three books were added to the ULC 

Library – two for children and one 

for adults.  
 

Karl N. Jacobson, the author of 

Crazy Talk: A Not-So-Stuffy 

Dictionary of Theological Terms, 

says that he wrote Crazy Talk “to 

render the heart of our Christian 

theology in a form that is accessible 

and appealing to everyone. The 

format of the book is like that of a 

dictionary of theological terms, but 

with a twist of humor! Each entry 

includes the name of the theological 

term, an ironic definition of the term, 

and a short humorous essay offering 

a fuller explanation of the term. In 

making the term understandable, 

Jacobson concentrates on the big 

theological issue that is at stake in 

the term and why it matters.” 
 

A review of Big Wolf 

and Little Wolf by 

Sharon Phillips 

Denslow states that 

“Little Wolf asks Big 

Wolf, his dad, to sing 

him a good-night 

song. Big Wolf sings 

describing all the 

different wolf things that they do. 

Then Little Wolf begins to sing his 

dad a song, but suddenly there is 

rustling in the bushes behind them. 

What could that be?” 

 

Jaffa und Fatima - Schalom, 

Salaam retold by Fawzia Gilani is 

about “two neighbors―one Jewish, 

one Muslim ―who have always 

been best friends. When 

they both fall on hard 

times, can they find a 

way to help each other? 

In Fawzia Gilani's 

retelling of this 

folktale―which has 

both Jewish and Arab 

origins ― differences 

are not always causes for conflict and 

friendship can overcome any 

obstacle.” 
 

These books can be found on the 

coffee table in the library. Visit the 

library anytime. 
 

The Library Team 
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Music Notes 
 

A New Worship Experience - Sensory Friendly 
 

The ULC statement of 

welcome includes, “We 

commit to remove all barriers 

that exclude people from full 

and active participation in our 

church.” It may be hard to 

recognize the many barriers 

that might or do exist. The 

Accessibility Team, ULC’s 

newest team, has taken on the 

challenge of identifying and 

removing barriers that might 

not be obvious.   
 

One of these is how worship is 

experienced differently for 

folks with sensory sensitivity. 

Lighting, fragrance, sound 

volume, structure, length, 

cues; all of these and more 

need to be addressed in planning a service that fully 

welcomes these individuals. Our first step was to provide 

worship aids including noise cancelling headphones, 

visors, wiggle cushions, fidgets and weighted lap 

blankets for those attending worship. Look for them on 

the table immediately in front of the sanctuary doors.   
 

We are excited to announce that our next step will be a 

Worship Expressions service designed by our director of 

worship and the arts, Janine Novenske Smith, together 

with our pastors and with input 

from our team as an outreach 

to those in our membership and 

the wider community. Mark 

your calendars for March 16th 

for our next Worship 

Expressions service, “Worship 

Expression, Immersion - A 

Sensory Friendly Worship 

Experience.” This service is 

designed to reach out to those 

who often feel excluded so 

they too can experience a faith 

community that welcomes 

them and meets their needs.  

Watch for further information 

about what to expect at this 

service in the March Lux and 

in short temple talks before 

services in the new year. 
 

If you would like to participate in the service, join our 

team, or have any questions, please contact us at 

accessibility@ulcel.org or reach out to Deanna Milligan, 

our team lead, in person. Together we can provide a 

worship experience that allows all God’s children to 

share their love, gifts and joy. 
 

Beth Rahe 

bwojan1@gmail.com

 

Worship Expressions, Jazz 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On the third 

Sunday of Advent, 
a Worship 

Expressions, Jazz 
service was held 

during morning 

worship. 

 

Children’s 
sermon (above) 
The jazz quartet 

and 
instrumentalists 

(right) 

Travis Williams, Kelly 
Schafka, Janine 
Novenske Smith, and 
Ryan Jordan (above). 
 

John Dale Smith, piano, 
Chuck Page, acoustic 
bass, Jon Gewirtz, sax 
(left).  

mailto:accessibility@ulcel.org
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Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Thank You for Your Generosity! 
 

The Saturday Morning Bible Study thanks you for donating 

hygiene items for the Allen Neighborhood Center 

allenneighborhoodcenter.org! This helps ease the burden for 

people who are struggling to get or stay on their feet. The photo 

shows approximately 85 percent of the donated goods. We 

appreciate your kind-hearted generosity! 
   

Stephanie Hall 

 
 
 
 
 

Hygiene products collected by the Bible Study group. 

The Saturday Morning Bible Study group – Sheila, Stephanie, 
Debbie, Sue, Laura & Terry. 

https://allenneighborhoodcenter.org/
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ULC Book Club 
 

What You are Looking for is in the Library 
The ULC Book Club will meet on 

Thursday, Feb. 20 at 10 a.m. We will 

discuss What You Are 

Looking for is in the 

Library by Michiko 

Aoyama. Librarian Sayuri 

Komachi has a gift for 

knowing exactly what 

book to recommend to 

each patron. The book 

recommendations may seem strange 

at first, but each person finds the 

book comes at just the right time in 

their life. 

We meet on the third Thursday of the 

month. We offer three ways to 

participate. You can join us in 

person at ULC in the Fireside 

room, join us via Zoom or we 

can send you a recording of 

the discussion. 
 

We depend on email to keep 

those wishing to attend 

informed of any changes in 

meeting time or location as well as 

the books we choose for our 

discussions. If you would like to join 

us, please reach out to Beth Rahe 

bwojan1@ gmail.com or Mary 

Kotnik at mkotnik@comcast.net so 

we can add you to our email list. 
 

Looking ahead: 

In March we will read: 

Half Broke Horses: A True-Life 

Novel by Jeannette Walls 
 

In April we will read: 

Finding Margaret Fuller by Allison 

Pataki 
 

Beth Rahe and Mary Kotnik 
 

Earthkeeping News 
 

Simple Recycling 
 

The new year brings renewals and fresh starts. 

Many of us look to better ourselves and the 

world around us with a renewed sense of 

optimism. As this new year begins, consider 

giving new life to your old clothes. 
  

I recently utilized a service called “Simple 

Recycling.” I have a hard time getting rid of clothing, not 

just because I don’t like getting rid of things, but also 

because I’m aware of the additional pollutants and waste 

textiles add to our environment. For Simple Recycling, 

you schedule a pickup, put the clothing in front of 

your house, and they send someone to collect. 

From there, based on the quality of the clothing, 

it gets distributed locally, internationally, or is 

reprocessed for raw materials at no cost to you. 

Your old clothing stays out of the landfill, and it’s 

given new life by someone who needs it. 
  

To learn more, visit simplerecycling.com. 

 

Brandon Dubois-Jones

 

Coffee Connections Christmas Party 
 

The Christmas season is a time for 

families to get together and celebrate 

the holiday together by exchanging 

gifts, sharing food, and celebrating 

the birth of Jesus. Not everyone has 

that opportunity. Some people don’t 

live near family, and some people 

aren’t always welcome back home. 

In keeping with the welcoming and 

compassionate spirit of ULC, Coffee 

Connections held a Christmas party 

to give everyone the opportunity to 

enjoy Christmas. 
  

There was a lot of food provided for 

everyone to snack on. The group 

played a variety of games, from 

Pictionary to Wing It to a very 

raucous game of Golden Girls Clue. 

We had the pleasure of hosting 

people who don’t normally come to 

Coffee Connections. New friendships 

were formed, and a new Coffee 

Connections tradition was born. It 

was all a reminder of the strength 

and beauty found in community, 

where faith and identity intertwine 

harmoniously. 
 

Jay Dubois-Jones

 
 

Connections 
Christmas 
food, fun 

and 
fellowship. 

mailto:bwojan1@gmail.com
mailto:mkotnik@comcast.net
http://simplerecycling.com/
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January Outreach of the Month 

Michigan Interfaith Power and Light 
 

Dear Friends at ULC,  
 

Thanks for making 

Michigan Interfaith 

Power and Light the focus 

for your special giving 

this month. Your 

dedication to creation 

care has been a bright 

Epiphany light for our 

whole synod…LED’s 

everywhere, solar installations now providing a huge 

percentage of your electricity, the butterfly garden, your 

gift of solar to Redeemer.   
 

Since serving on the MiIPL board, 2014-2020, and as 

your interim pastor, 2016-2017, so much has changed. 

The work and impact of MiIPL has grown dramatically. 

And ULC with the pastoral leadership of Gary Bunge and 

Haley Vay Beaman and now Emily and Zachariah 

Shipman, albeit with the formidable challenges of the 

COVID years, has been and continues to be a 

congregation where joy and hope abounds! 
 

Explore the website of MiIPL! In my years on the board, 

I found its ministry was both faithful and focused, but 

comparatively lean. Now, you 

will see, with EPA 

forthcoming grants and 

significant federal financial 

incentives, the work is 

expanding in depth and 

breadth to many more houses 

of worship, especially those in 

less wealthy communities and 

including communities of 

color.   
 

An area where Phylis and I have chosen to earmark our 

gifts to MiIPL this year is for a little-known ministry 

called the Carbon Fund. Started by a $3,000 gift from the 

Friends Community in Ann Arbor, it provides mini-grants 

of $1,000-$3,000, enabling small, struggling, healthy 

congregations to install modest but meaningful energy 

saving projects and helping them to witness to their love 

for and good stewardship of God’s creation. A special gift 

at the end of this month from ULC for the Carbon Fund 

would be a wonderful encouragement to these small 

communities of faith. 
 

Grateful for you, past and present, 

John Schleicher 
 

 

 

February Outreach of the Month 

Living Water Ministries 
Located on the shores of Stony 

Lake in New Era, Michigan, 

Living Water Ministries is a safe 

place for all of God’s children to 

experience intentional community 

centered in Christ where they are 

formed in their faith, developed as 

leaders, and equipped as servants 

of the gospel. This approach to our 

work has world-changing 

implications as participants 

experience the love of Christ in each 

member of the community and return 

home to share that same love with 

others. Living Water Ministries is 

affiliated with the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church of America and 

welcomes campers from all faith 

traditions. 

 

The world simply needs spaces 

where the love of Christ can run 

rampant. Through the programs we 

offer, participants experience that 

love in community with others. 

Together, participants are given the 

opportunity to grow in faith, develop 

leadership skills, nurture 

compassion, build self-esteem, and 

experience joy. The impact of your 

gift to Living Water Ministries is not 

transactional, it is transformational. 

Your generosity makes a difference 

as it provides the means to bring 

together all of God’s children with 

Christ’s love at the center. 
 

This approach to our work has 

world-changing implications as 

participants experience the love of 

Christ in each member of the 

community and return home to share 

that same love with others. Your 

support helps make this happen. 

What a gift you can give. 

 

Debbie Viele  

 

https://www.miipl.org/
https://www.miipl.org/carbon_fund
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    Prayers & Squares Chapter 163 
 

Many Hands Make this Ministry 
 

The participants in our Christmas 

Tree Quilt Workshop (See photos 

below) in December each received a 

kit to make a lap-size quilt top using 

donated holiday fabrics that cannot 

be used for prayer quilts. It was a 

busy day filled with sewing and 

fellowship. Thank you to those 

whose donated fabric was turned into 

beautiful quilt tops. 
 

A great big thank you to everyone 

who helped make our annual craft 

sales such a success. More than 

$2,500 was raised to help Prayers & 

Squares purchase supplies, cover the 

cost of mailing quilts to recipients 

who live far away, machine-quilt the 

high school graduation quilts, and 

allow us to give back to the 

congregation $742 in the form of a 

tithe. This was given to the Pastor’s 

discretionary fund. In addition, $150 

was sent to Lutheran Disaster Relief 

through the quilt raffle won by 

Debbie Viele, Beth Hoger and 

LaVon Miller.  
 

As we begin a new year, we would 

like to give a “big shout-out” to folks 

who have been most 

helpful to this 

ministry: Goodrich 

Optical for selling eye 

glass cases made from 

our scraps, Pam 

Henrys who has 

machine quilted 

several quilts that were 

sold for fund raising, 

Steve Cooper who 

keeps our sewing 

machines in good 

repair as well as 

reconditioning donated 

sewing machines for 

the refugees, Susan at 

Custom Quilts and 

Sewing Center who quilted our high 

school graduates’ quilts, and John 

Putnam who creatively custom quilts 

all of our Quilts of Valor. We very 

much appreciate their participation as 

partners with us in this ministry. 
 

A dedicated group continues to meet 

each Tuesday morning in the 

Fellowship Hall from 10 a.m. until 

12:30 p.m. to make prayer quilts as 

well as bed-size 

quilts for the 

refugees.  
 

Are you ready for 

National Quilts of 

Valor Sewing Day? 

Mark Saturday, 

Feb. 8 on your 

calendar and plan to 

join us as we gather 

to make the Quilts of 

Valor we will be 

awarding to veterans 

and active military 

personnel in 2025. A 

special portion of the 

afternoon will be an 

award ceremony for 

several veterans. Please consider 

joining us on this meaningful day. 

There are many tasks that do not 

involve sewing. Your participation is 

vital in making this day a success. A 

sign-up sheet is in the narthex 

awaiting your signature. 
 

Bobbie Davis 

 

In Jan. we sent three 
reconditioned sewing machines, 
several quilts, fleece blankets, 
sewing supplies and household 
items to St. Vincent’s Catholic 

Charities, the organization 
responsible for the Lansing area 
refugee resettlement program. 
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Racial Justice Team 
 

New Interfaith Palestinian Support Network 
 

Edgewood United Church of Christ's 

Justice and Peace Team of East Lansing 

and the Red Cedar Friends Meeting of 

Lansing's Peace and Social justice 

committee invited University Lutheran 

Church to two programs this past fall to 

learn about the Israeli government's 

system of apartheid and to begin to explore actions that 

could be taken together. Eleven faith communities in the 

Lansing area, including the Islamic Center, were invited 

to a dinner at Edgewood Church on Dec. 6 to learn more 

about and to act in support of Palestine. A network of 

people from faith communities in the metro Lansing area 

has formed to take action in solidarity with Palestine — 

The Palestine Interfaith Network.  
 

We plan to convene in January and are in touch with 

national groups including The American Friends Service 

Committee, U.S. Palestine Activism Program, Jewish 

Voice For Peace and the U.S. Campaign For Civilian 

Rights. We also participate in the Coalition for a Free 

Palestine in the Lansing area. There are also plans to 

develop educational events and action campaigns. 
 

For more information contact me, Chris Root at 

rootcer@gmail.com at Edgewood UCC, or Jack Smith 

jsmith@msu.edu at Red Cedar Friends. 
 

Note: In Oct. 2024, ULC supported Operation Palestine 

— three schools in Palestine through the Outreach of the 

Month collection. 
 

Kathy Protsman, ULC Racial Justice Team 

 

National Mentoring Month 
 

We are grateful for our Kids Hope 

USA mentors and prayer partners all 

year, but we especially want to 

recognize and celebrate these 

volunteers during National 

Mentoring Month.   
 

Each Kids Hope USA mentor spends 

one hour with their assigned student 

each week. The mentoring hour 

includes time to catch up and learn 

the highs and lows of the student’s 

week, learning activities – which 

may include activities that reinforce 

school subjects, creative play, and 

time to just have fun together. 

Mentors are not tutors or counselors, 

but their interactions with students 

have profound academic and 

behavioral effects. Research shows 

that students who meet weekly with 

their mentors grow in reading and 

math, improved year-to-year 

attendance, and experience 

increased confidence and 

improvement in positive 

behavior. 
 

An important aspect of the Kids 

Hope USA program is that each 

mentor is supported by a prayer 

partner. The prayer partner prays for 

the mentor and for the student, 

including specific joys and concerns 

affecting the student or the mentor-

student relationship.  
 

A big THANK YOU to our Kids 

Hope USA volunteers! 

Mentors: Liz Christensen, Debbie 

Heidrich, Barb Kissling, Jerry 

Lindman, Thom McCurdy, Kay 

Meints, Sheila Nicholas, Beth Rahe, 

Cindy Ramsey, Mary Werkman, Bob 

Smith, and Gavin Witter. 

Prayer Partners: Clark Anderson, 

Kris Callen, Bruce Callen, Wei 

Dong, Darra Haase, Steve Hasse, 

Cindy Jenks, Tom Kissling, Connie 

Lenkowski, Nancy Lindman, Carol 

Mackin, Deanna Milligan, Paulette 

Piirainen, Anne Smith, and Bill 

Trevarthen. 
 

If you would like to join the Kids 

Hope USA ministry as a mentor or 

prayer partner, contact Barb Kissling 

barbkissling@ gmail.com or me 

(debbie.heidrich@ gmail.com). 
 

Debbie Heidrich  

ULC Kids Hope USA Co-Director

New Film Series 
 

During the coming year, the Racial Justice Team will 

provide the congregation with several (hopefully 
monthly) opportunities to watch and discuss racial 

justice-related films and documentaries.  
 

The first viewing is They Even Took the Dirt, an hour-
long documentary that brings to life the vibrant Black 

neighborhood wiped out by Interstate 496 in the late 

1960s. If you haven’t had an opportunity to watch this 
film or would like to watch it again, then discuss after, 

please join us during Sunday Forum on Feb. 16. 
 

We plan to show each film multiple times and formats 
throughout the month. If Sunday Forum doesn’t work 

for you, please let us know when or how works best 

for you. Film suggestions also invited! 
 

ULC Racial Justice Team – Michael & Vicki Anderson, Erin 
Frisch, Olga Holden, Sue Kamens, Kathy Protsman, Pastor 

Emily Shipman, Amy Wagenknecht, and David Wiggert 

mailto:rootcer@gmail.com
mailto:jsmith@msu.edu
mailto:barbkissling@gmail.com
mailto:debbie.heidrich@%20gmail.com
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The ULC Council and Lead 

Management Team met for a retreat 

in the Fireside Room on Jan. 11. 

Here are highlights from this 

meeting: 
 

• Bishop Craig Satterlee joined the 

Council and Lead Management to 

discuss the book, You are Witness 

to These Things (by Craig and 

Chelsey Satterlee). We’re 

embracing the theme of “Sharing 

God’s Story” to guide our 

ministries and leadership this 

year.  

• Council and Lead Management 

will ask the congregation to join 

them in participating in an 

overnight retreat this spring to 

practice sharing how we see God 

in our life. Stay tuned for more 

details! 

• In 2025, the Council will continue 

to meet on the third Tuesday each 

month.  
 

Emily Kirkpatrick 

ULC Council Secretary 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

How we Supported 
         Our Neighbors in 2024 
   Outreach of the Month Collections 
 

January Food Bank   $1,477  

February Disaster Relief      $947  

March Honduras   $1,122  

April  MI Refugee Hope  $3,362  

May  Food Packing   $3,955  

June  Living Waters   $1,742  

July  Book Nook      $743  

August Friendship House     $337  

September Kids Hope   $1,405  

October Operation Palestine  $1,457  

November Samaritas      $762  

December ELCA Good Gifts   $1,612 

 Congratulations to 

our recently selected 

officers & committee 

members . . . 
 

Officers 

Pres. Elect: Lynn Kriser 

Secretary: Emily Kirkpatrick 
 

Council 

Jay DuBois-Jones 

Jeff Erickson 

Student: Nato Faliarizao 
 

Finance Committee 

Louise Paquette 

Debbie Viele 

 

 
 

 

 
Endowment Committee 

Wei Dong 

Melissa Masnyj 

Brandon DuBois-Jones 

Student: Janna Carlson 
 

Members in Ministry 

Clarke Anderson 

Kris Callen 
 

Thank you to all 

who served last 

year! 
 

 

St. Luke Coat  
Drive a Success! 

 

Over a thousand winter 

coats were distributed 

this season through 

the St. Luke Lutheran 

Coat Drive. Thanks to 

all who donated apparel,  

money or time during distribution days!!! 
 

Remember to watch after Christmas sales 

to pick up more winter apparel for next 

year, especially plus-size for men and 

women. These can be dropped off at the 

St. Luke Christ campus, 122 South 

Pennsylvania Ave., Lansing (517)482-

2252 or contact (989)506-8723 (text or 

call) God’s Work Our Hands! 

 

Darra Haase 

 

Thrivent Grant Buys Games 
 

Thrivent Grant: board games! After  

our first Intergenerational Meal in  

October, we realized we needed to get 

equipped with some cards and games!  

Thanks to a Thrivent grant we  

purchased both and they are available on a rolling cart so they can 

be present wherever a gathering is taking place in the church. They 

currently live in Pastor Emily’s office – let us know if you’d like to 

use them when your group gathers or hosts a gathering. We hope 

they become a means of people joining in community and sharing 

joy – and have already witnessed this taking place! 
 

Are you a Thrivent member? Thrivent members get two $250 

Action Grants each year toward community outreach and there are 

many opportunities within ULC to make use of such grants. Please 

reach out if you would like to learn more and I can connect you 

with knowing folks! 

Pastor Emily 
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ULC Archives 
 

The Stewardship of Love 
 

Pastor Walt Wietzke preached a sermon called The 

Stewardship of Love in May of 1964. His words are as 

relevant today as they were in 1964. The following are 

excerpts from that sermon. 

 

“…The Christian man is entrusted with 

two basic tools, two basic means of 

communication, for doing the Lord’s 

will. One is truth, the other, is love. 

These ought never to be mutually 

exclusive. Whenever men try to make 

them that, they corrupt them. If we have 

only truth, with no love, our truth 

becomes dogmatic, rigid, parochial. If we have only love, 

with no truth, then love tends to degenerate into 

sentimentality and affectation. In the past there has been 

much emphasis on truth – now I wish to speak on love…. 

 

It is AGAPE, ‘Christian love,’ that I think we should be 

concerned with. Here the giver of love is the subject, not 

the object…So agape is characteristic of God. This is ‘his 

kind of love.’ ‘God so loved the world that he gave – 

Herein is love, not that we loved Him, but that He first 

loved us!’ We should also note something else. Thru-out 

the New Testament, the life of Christ, the whole Christian 

tradition, love – at least in theory, is in the position of 

primacy. Love is the aegis under which all else is to be 

understood… 

 

Now initially this directs us to three areas in which love 

is to be given. 

 

I. We are called on to exercise love toward the 

LOVABLE. 

This is the easiest. It simply means doing what comes 

naturally. Love has fewer problems when it is 

directed toward a lovable object…. 
 

II. We are also called on to love the UNLOVABLE. 

…Now we are involved in doing something that 

doesn’t come naturally. We have to fight to do it… 

[Some people] are hard to love. The irony of this is 

that the ‘lovable are often psychologically healthier 

and don’t need as much love, but because of the 

winsomeness they get love in abundance. Here 

conversely are the UNLOVABLE, the emotionally 

insecure; they need love, but they don’t get it! And 

the more they strive by bizarre behavior to get it, the 

more repulsive they become, and the harder it is to 

love them. 
 

Christian love is not easy – it is hard. We must 

remember what was said in the epistle lesson a few 

weeks back. ‘If you love them that love you, what 

profit is it? But when you love those who don’t love 

you, then you are blessed in you loving!’ 
 

III. We are also called on to love the UNLOVED. 

We are responsible for exercising the love that Christ 

has toward us. The lovable and the unlovable are at 

the extremes – between is the great segment – often 

anonymous, the unloved. 
 

We do not know whether these people are lovable or 

not. For we have never been involved with 

them…Man doesn’t find identity and meaning to life 

by mere physical proximity to other beings or 

institutions – he finds it only in relationships of love. 

Qualitative encounters are the most important things 

of all… 
 

I cannot emphasize too strongly that we are in a 

position to exercise the stewardship of love in a 

unique way – toward the student world – toward all 

facets of the population. Toward the lovable, the 

unlovable, the unloved. This is Christ’s mandate. It 

seems to me we had better be about it. 
 

We are here to share the Gospel. The good news that 

began in the past, that the righteousness of God is 

revealed in his love toward men. We are to share the 

miracle of what happened on Calvary. And what is 

equally important – is the fact that Christ has placed 

in our hands the tools, ‘whereby we can create 

miracles, in the present.’” 
 

Connie Lenkowski

 

Thank You for Your Support! 
 

Thank you so much for shopping at the 

Women At Risk pop-up sale in 

November! Together we raised $992.97 in 

product sales, which is 

 enough to sustain an individual for over three 

months in one of their partnering international safe 

houses. This changes lives!  
 

This is roughly three times what we have raised from 

previous pop-up sales. Women At Risk warinter 

national.org does work that is very important to me, 

and I appreciate that you came out to “shop with a 

purpose! 
      

Stephanie Hall 
 

https://warinternational.org/
https://warinternational.org/
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January Birthdays 
 

 1    Craig Lazar  

  Alfred Schikorra 

 2 Keith Harder  

 3 Darra Haase  

 6 Craig Kohn 

 8 Aaron Brooks 

 9 Everly Horne 

  Elizabeth Sype  

11  Mary Kotnik 

13 Megan Kotnik  

15 Charles Hathaway  

16 Emily Baswell, 

17 Kloie Lasley 

  Larry Wagenknecht  

19 Mary Letvenow  

20 Barbara Fensel  

22 Erik Bubolz  

  Judy Kindel 

23 Bryan McPhall, Jr.  

  Jeff Williams  

24 Lynne Clyma  

25 Caleb Fisher 

26 Taylor Zagata  

27 Linda Trevarthen  

28 Darrin Karcher  

  Amy Wagenknecht  

29 Erin Frisch  

  James Shaw  

30 Wanda Ophaug 

31 Nathan Gennette  

 

January Anniversaries 
 

 3 Jean & Kit Christensen 

28 Michael & Connie  

  Lenkowski 
 

February Birthdays 
 

 2 Anthony Waldron 

 3 Jane Nuttall 

  Kimberly Ruiz 

 4 Steve Zimmerman 

  David Gift 

  Aaron Brooks 

 5  Eric Bubolz 

 7 Paula Davis 

  Steve Simonson 

 9 Claretta Freeman 

  Sandy Kotajarvi 

  Theo Shipman 

 10 Michelle Protsman 

 11 Erica Dethloff 

 13  Elizabeth Karcher 

 14  Vern Seefeldt 

  Lanae Williams 

 18 Leigh Small 

 19  Gail Riegle 

   Norman Jolin, Sr. 

 20 Joseph Green 

 21 Jim Greiter  

 22  Clara Fisher 

 23 Allison Horne 

 24 Nicole Greiter 
  Pastor Emily Shipman 

 25  Kylie McPhall 

 27  Madeline Helser 

   Vivian Leung 

 
February Anniversaries 
 

  1 Steve & Rhonda 

Kreuer 

 13  Marvin & Marcia  

        Schultz 

 14 Gary & Miriam  

  Bunge

 

The Greater Church 
 

Lutheran Men in Mission 
 

LMM was founded in 1988 as Lutheran Men in Mission 

when three Lutheran associations (ALC, LCA, AELC) 

merged together to form the ELCA, and a national 

ministry to men was deemed essential to 

adult faith formation and spiritual growth. 

In the early 2000s, LMM began to explore 

what it might look like to operate 

independently, and in 2008 LMM became a separately 

incorporated 501(c)3 with the mission of creating bold, 

daring followers of Jesus Christ. 
 

God has worked through LMM in some exciting way! In 

2003, LMM participated in a national research project, 

taking a deep look into the faith formation and spirituality 

of young men, which resulted in the book Coming of 

Age being produced. 
 

In the late 2000s, in partnership with Lyman Coleman 

and La Mancha El Soul Foundation, LMM launched the 

44-hour One Year To Live retreat, and has held this men’s 

weekend in over 20 states and the US Virgin Island 

impacting the lives of thousands of men. 
 

In 2015, LMM brought together a group 

of emerging leaders and Project Twelve 

was born! Since those first meetings, 

hundreds of resources have been curated and created by 

this group of leaders! 
 

In 2017, LMM launched the Bold Gathering, which 

brings six powerful faithful leaders to a stage for brief yet 

impactful TED-Talk style messages. 
 

Today, LMM continues to work with men all over North 

America to help create bold daring followers of Jesus 

Christ! To learn more about this group, visit LMM. 
 

From the website Lutheranmeninmission.org

 

 

 

The deadline for the March Lux is Friday, Feb. 14.   
 
E-mail articles to Amy Wagenknecht at amylarryw@comcast.net and 
Mandy O’Neil at ulcsec@ulcel.org or place them in the Lux mailbox in 
the ULC office. Articles may be edited for size or readability, but you 
will be contacted if significant changes are made. Keep those 
wonderful photos and articles coming! Thanks!   

 
 

https://www.lutheranmeninmission.org/
mailto:amylarryw@comcast.net
mailto:ulcsec@ulcel.org
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 23 3:30p Food Movers Distribution-Drive thru  
  7:00p Sr. Choir Rehearsal-Sanctuary 

 24 1:00p Fourth Friday Friends-Delhi Café-Holt  
  5:00p Fridays@Five (Community Cooking) 
  7:30p Ten Pound Fiddle Concert-Sanctuary 
 25  9:00a Coffee Connections-Moka & Co., Okemos 
    10:45a  Saturday Morning Bible Study-Library 
 26 9:00a Sunday School  

  10:00a Sunday Worship-Sanctuary/FB 

  11:30a Kids Hope Lunch-Fireside 
 27 4:00p Tight Knit-Fireside 
  6:00p Handbell Choir Rehearsal-Sanctuary 
 28  7:30a Tuesday Morning Bible Study-Zoom* 
  10:00a Prayers & Squares-Fellowship 
  1:00p  Staff Meeting 
  2:45p Faith, Writing & Reflection-Zoom* 
  6:30p Basketball Parking (Minn)   
  7:00p Families Against Narcotics-Fellowship 
  7:00p  Pub Theology-Zoom*   
 29 8:00a Mushers-IHOP, EL 
  Noon Lectio Divina Bible Study-Zoom*    
 30 7:00p Sr. Choir Rehearsal-Sanctuary 
 31 5:00p Fridays@Five Campus Ministry 
  7:30p Ten Pound Fiddle Concert-Sanctuary 
 
 
 
 

 1 9:00a Ten Pound Fiddle Workshops 
  10:45a Sat. Morning Bible Study-Library 
 2  9:00a Sunday School  
  10:00a Sunday Worship-Sanctuary/FB 
  11:15a Forum-Fireside (Living Water Ministries) 
  5:00p HS Youth Group-Youth Room 
 3 4:00 Tight Knit-Fireside 
  6:00p Handbell Choir Rehearsal-Sanctuary 
 4 7:30a Tuesday Morning Bible Study-Zoom* 
  10:00a Prayers & Squares-Fellowship Hall 
  1:00p  Staff Meeting 
  2:45p Faith, Writing & Reflection-Zoom* 
 5 8:00a Mushers-IHOP, EL 
  9:30a Lux/Communication-Zoom 
  Noon Lectio Divina Bible Study-Zoom 
  4:30p Lead Management Team-Zoom* 
 6  1:30p Accessibility Team-Fireside 
  7:00p Sr. Choir Rehearsal-Sanctuary 
 7 5:00p Fridays@Five Campus Ministry  
  7:30p Ten Pound Fiddle Concert-Sanctuary 
 8 9:00a Quilts of Valor Workshop-Fellowship Hall 
  10:30a Basketball Parking (Oregon)   

  10:45a Saturday Morning Bible Study-ULC Library 

 9 9:00a Sunday School 
  10:00a Sunday Worship-Sanctuary/FB 
  11:30a Sunday Forum-Fireside (Refugee Crisis) 
 10 4:00p Tight Knit-Fireside 

  6:00p Handbell Choir Rehearsal-Sanctuary 
 11 7:30a Tuesday Morning Bible Study-Zoom* 
  10:00a Prayers & Squares-Fellowship 
  1:00p  Staff Meeting 

  2:45p Faith, Writing & Reflection-Zoom* 
  6:30p Racial Justice Team-Zoom* 
  7:30p Basketball Parking (Indiana)  
 12 8:00a Mushers-IHOP, EL  
  Noon Lectio Divina Bible Study-Zoom   
  6:00p Finance Committee-Zoom 

 13  9:30a  Brunch Bunch-IHOP, EL 
  7:00p Sr. Choir Rehearsal-Sanctuary 
 14 5:00p Fridays@Five Campus Ministry  
  7:30p Ten Pound Fiddle Concert-Sanctuary  
 15 10:45a  Saturday Morning Bible Study-Library  
 16 9:00a Sunday School 
  10:00a Sunday Worship-Sanctuary/Facebook 
  11:30a Sunday Forum-Fireside (They Even Took the Dirt) 

  5:00p  HS Youth Group-Youth Room 
 17    4:00p Tight Knit-Fireside 
  6:00p Handbell Choir Rehearsal-Sanctuary 
 18 7:30a Tuesday Morning Bible Study-Zoom* 
  10:00a Prayers & Squares-Fellowship 
  12:00p Lychnion Circle-Fireside 
  1:00p  Staff Meeting 
  2:45p Faith, Writing & Reflection-Zoom* 
  5:30p Basketball Parking (Purdue) 
 19  8:00a Mushers-IHOP, EL  
  9:30a Amnos-Burcham Hills  
  Noon Lectio Divina Bible Study-Zoom 
  1:00p Rhodon-Fireside 
  6:30p Council Meeting-Conference/Zoom* 
 20 10:00a ULC Book Club-Fireside 
  3:30p Food Movers Distribution-Drive thru 
   7:00p Sr. Choir Rehearsal-Sanctuary 
 21 5:00p Fridays@Five Campus Ministry 

 22  9:00a Coffee Connections-Moka & Co., Okemos  
  10:45a  Saturday Morning Bible Study-Library 
 23 9:00a Sunday School 
  10:00a Sunday Worship-Sanctuary/FB 
  11:30a Sunday Forum-Fireside (Planetarium) 
  1:00p Ten Pound Fiddle-Knitting Circle-Fellowship Hall 
  3:00p Ten Pound Fiddle Concert-Sanctuary 
 24 4:00p Tight Knit-Fireside 
  6:00p Handbell Choir Rehearsal-Sanctuary 
 25  7:30a Tuesday Morning Bible Study-Zoom* 
  10:00a Prayers & Squares-Fellowship 
  1:00p  Staff Meeting 
  2:45p Faith, Writing & Reflection-Zoom* 
  7:00p Families Against Narcotics-Fellowship 
  7:00p  Pub Theology-Zoom* 
 26 8:00a Mushers-IHOP, EL 

  Noon Lectio Divina Bible Study-Zoom* 
 27 7:00p Sr. Choir Rehearsal-Sanctuary 
 28 1:00p Fourth Friday Friends-Delhi Café-Holt  
  5:00p Fridays@Five (Community Cooking Event) 

ULC Office Hours 
Tuesday - Thursday 

9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Closed Monday & Friday 

 

Reminder: Please let the office know 

when ULC meetings and events are 

scheduled, even if they’re happening 

virtually. We would like to keep the 

calendar current. Thanks! 

*Zoom link contacts: Lectio Divina – Bill 
Trevarthen; Faith, Writing & Reflection, 
Carole Ford cfordllp@yahoo.com;Tuesday 
morning study, larry.wagenknecht@gmail. 
com; Pub Theology, ulcsec@ulcel.org  

mailto:cfordllp@yahoo.com
mailto:larry.wagenknecht@gmail.%20com
mailto:larry.wagenknecht@gmail.%20com
mailto:ulcsec@ulcel.org
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Change service requested 

 

Emily Shipman 

Lead Pastor 
 

Zachariah Shipman 
Associate Pastor 
 

Janine Novenske Smith 
Director of Worship & the Arts 
 

Mandy O’Neil 

Office Administrator 
 

Gary Carl 
Financial Administrator 
 

Mary Letvenow 

Event Coordinator 
 

Kristie Wiggert 
Organist 
 

John Dale Smith 
Pianist 
 

Louise Paquette 

Director of Handbells 
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mailto:ulcsec@ulcel.org
http://www.ulcel.org/
https://www.tenpoundfiddle.org/

