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Mark Your Calendars . . .

A Super Christmas!

ULC Office Closed
Jan. 1 ~ New Year’s Day
Jan. 21 ~ MLK Holiday
Tight Knit
Mondays, Jan. 7, 14, 28
4:30 p.m. - Fireside Room
Fridays @ Five
One Community Fellowship
Resumes Friday, Jan. 18
@ 5 p.m.
Prayers & Squares
Quilt of Valor Sewing Day
Saturday, Feb. 2
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Food Movers
Thursday, Jan. 24
Fellowship Hall
Set-up 3:30 p.m.
Distribution 4:30 p.m.

The cast and leaders from “A Super Christmas.”

On the third Sunday in Advent (also
rightfully known as “Joy Sunday”)
our worship was blessed by 30
children and youth who presented “A
Super Christmas!” as the sermon at
10:45 a.m. Accompanied by over 20
student and adult volunteers from
ULC’s campus and family ministries,

our young preachers shared the good
news of Jesus, our hero, who was
born to save the world!
This heroic group of gospel
storytellers included Awesome
Angels,
Continued on page 3.
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Senior Choir Scholarship
Fund Benefit Concert
Sunday, Jan. 20
4 p.m. in the Sanctuary
Featuring
The Scholarship Quartet
Senior Choir ~ Hand Bell Ensemble
Free will offering

An integrated family journeying faithfully together, inspired by God’s grace,
guided by Christ, and empowered and sustained by the Holy Spirit
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From the Pastor's Pen . . .

Happy New Year!
Here’s how it works……

One of the things I love about New
Years Day is thinking about the new
that a new year brings. What new
things will happen in the coming
year? What new and unexpected will
occur? What new adventures will I
embark on? For me, that brings a
sense of excitement and
anticipation.
As I think about a new
year at ULC, one new
ministry that I’m really
excited about is a Kids Hope
ministry that we will be starting this
year. Kids Hope USA is a national
ministry that began in Holland,
Michigan. Kids Hope partners a local
church with a local elementary
school to mentor at-risk kids. At
present, there are 985 Kids Hope
partnerships across the country. Six
other congregations in our Synod are
involved in Kids Hope partnerships.
There are also seven other Kids Hope
partnerships in the Lansing area. We
are working to set up a partnership
with Forest View Elementary in the
Lansing system, and Barb Kissling
will serve as the Director of our Kids
Hope ministry. We have funding in
place because of a grant from the
ULC Endowment Committee.

After going through the Director
Training, Barb will recruit and train
our Kids Hope mentors and prayer
partners. The staff at Forest View
will identify at-risk kids who would
benefit from a mentor.
Each child will then
be matched with a
mentor from ULC
who will come to the
school one hour each
week to work with
their child. The mentor hour can
consist of various activities
depending on the need of the child:
school work, conversation, playing
games, reading stories, or whatever
is needed (Kids Hope USA provides
many resources for mentors). Often
the child’s teacher will give some
direction as to what is needed. In
addition, each child/mentor pairing
will be matched with a prayer
partner. The prayer partner’s
responsibility is simply to pray for
the child and mentor throughout the
week and especially during the
mentoring hour.
I’ve been involved with Kids Hope
as a mentor for over 10 years and

have found it to be one of the best
and most significant ministries with
which I’ve been involved. Loving,
caring adults are incredibly important
in the lives of children and youth,
and the more of these adults that kids
have, the better they tend to do in
life. And one of the greatest
resources we have at ULC is loving,
caring adults.
In addition to how the children
benefit from having a Kids Hope
mentor, I’ve also found that the
partnership with the elementary
school is wonderful. It helps us as a
congregation to be more rooted and
connected in the community, and it
enables us to help make the kingdom
of God more visible.
Please think and pray about this new
ministry and if God might be calling
you to serve as either a mentor or a
prayer partner. It is a very rewarding
ministry and has the potential to
make a significant impact on a
child’s life.
Blessings as you begin a new year
and as you anticipate the newness
that God will bring,
Pastor Gary

ULC Endowment Committee

2018 Grants Awarded
Endowment grants are intended to help ULC members
create and have access to enriched programs that are not
typically funded under the ULC operating budget. The
following requests for Endowment funds were approved
by the ULC Endowment Committee on Dec. 4.
1. Kids Hope student mentoring project ($3,000)
2. New Roof for Refugee Youth Home at Faith Lutheran
in Okemos ($3,000)
3. Worship Expressions-Phase Two ($2,000)
4. “Seating Assistance” ($2,000) with monies to be
placed in reserve for the Facilities Team to address
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providing assistance to members who have difficulty
transitioning from sitting to standing in the pews.
Grant applications for 2019 will be accepted March
through Oct. 31, 2019 with final review and
determination Sept. 1 for Campus Ministry Endowment
applications and Dec. 1 for General Endowment
applications. Grant applications and information are
available on the bulletin board directly across from the
Sanctuary. To view a digital version of the grant
application, please click HERE.
ULC Endowment Committee
(ulcendowment@ulcel.org)

Campus Ministry News
Christmas Party!
Students gathered in Pastor Haley Vay and Bryn’s home
for their annual Christmas party and study break before
finals week. We continue to give thanks to God in our
prayers for each of our students who shine a special ray
of hope in our lives at ULC.

Christmas festivities and baby fun!

Student Associate, Jenny Ward, Graduates
Student Associate
Jenny Ward
graduated on Dec.
15 with a major in
Astrophysics and a
minor in Gender
Studies. We
celebrate with Jenny
and give thanks to
God for her time
serving in campus
Jenny Ward is “wrapped in prayers”
while her parents look on.
ministry at ULC and
MSU! Jenny was

wrapped in a quilt handmade with love and thanksgiving
by our Prayers & Squares ministry on Sunday, Dec. 9.
Her parents visited from Grand Rapids, which made the
day extra special! We celebrate with Jenny as she begins
her work as a member of the Michigan Conservation
Corps with the DNR, based out of Brighton.
One Community Student Wins Music Award
Graduate Student,
Isaac Pyatt—a new
student to One
Community and
Wesley campus
ministries, is excited
to be a winner in the
MSU Honors Music
Competition! He'll
perform the first two
movements of Avner
Percussionist Isaac Pyatt, winner of
Dorman's percussion
the MSU Honors Music Competition.
concerto "Frozen in
Time" with MSU Orchestra in the spring.
Fridays@Five
Our weekly gatherings will resume on Jan. 18.
Alternative Spring Break
We are excited to announce that our 2019 Alternative
Spring Break mission trip will take place in Savannah,
Georgia where we will serve with our neighbors at
Habitat for Humanity! Mark your calendars for Mar. 410 and please share your support for our student
missionaries in prayer.
Pastor Haley Vay

Young to Middle Adult Faith Formation
We had a wonderful time exploring
concrete topics like God, the Church,
Religion and Spirituality with the
“Activate: Faith” curriculum this fall.
Come winter and spring we will
launch a new series for the season of
Lent, using “Book of Faith Lenten

Journey: 40 days with the Lord’s
Prayer.” Each participant will receive
a journal and “day one” begins with
Ash Wednesday.
We gather on Sunday mornings to
explore a different petition of the

Lord’s Prayer and what it means in
our lives of faith. All perspectives
are welcome—young to middle
adults, come join the conversation as
we journey through Lent together.
Pastor Haley Vay

Super Christmas continued from page 1.

Adorable Animals, Chivalrous Shepherds, Magnificent
Mother Mary, Jovial Joseph, and Baby Jesus himself…
plus a heroic line of superheroes, who discovered they
have yet another superpower—sharing God’s love!
Superman, Spiderman, Cat Woman, Wonder Woman,
Batman and the great and mighty Green Hulk helped

welcome Jesus into the world and warmed our hearts
with the power of his love.
Thank you to all of our Super Sunday School
Leaders! After taking a Sabbath over Christmas break,
Sunday School will resume on Jan. 13 at 9:40 a.m.
Pastor Haley Vay
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Jazzy Advent Worship & Party!

Scholarship Quintet

New Hope Singers, “Angels We Have Heard on High.”

Delicious pasta and great fellowship!

Creating Advent wreaths.

Advent jazz by John Dale Smith
and Chuck Page for the
candlelight dinner.

Christmas craft - fabric wreath
ornaments.

A Carol Suite

On Sunday, Dec. 9, the Senior Choir sang familiar carols with a
new twist, accompanied by beautiful music.
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Handbell Ensemble

Student members of the Sr. Choir

Lutheran Neighbors, the Holocaust & the Jesus Fatwah
January and February 2019 feature a fabulous
spectrum of faith at work across different
religions and cultures. These are two months
when you will want to urge your friends to
come attend the Sunday Forum!
Jan. 6 - Zerit Yohannes, Associate Pastor at St. Luke
Lutheran-Christ Campus in Lansing. Born of a third
generation African Lutheran family by way of an Eritrean
and Ethiopian Orthodox Church, Pastor Yohannes will
fascinate you with his amazing background and
interesting faith journey!
Jan. 13 - MSU Professor, the William and Audrey
Farber Family Chair in Holocaust Studies and
European Jewish History, has devoted her career to the
study of first-person accounts of Holocaust victims, and
the way their accounts—diaries, letters, memoirs, and
postwar testimonials—depict Holocaust perpetrators and
the interactions between the two. Invite your friends to
come hear her talk to us about both her research and her
course work at MSU!
Jan. 20-Feb. 17 - The Jesus Fatwah: A five-part DVDbased series led by Pastor Gary and Imam Sohail
Chaudhry. From the series website: Much of what passes
as information about Islam is weed-like disinformation
rooted in stereotype and watered by fear. In The Jesus
Fatwah, Islamic and Christian scholars offer reliable
information about what Muslims believe, how they live
out their faith, and how we all can be about building
relationships across the lines of faith. We are confident
you will like the people you meet as you join this
conversation.
Jan. 20 - The Jesus Fatwah 1: “Islam 101: In Which We
Tell You Some of What You Need to Know About
Islam.” In this episode we look the basic tenants of Islam.
We live in an era in which much of what passes as
information about Islam is weed-like disinformation
rooted in stereotype and watered by fear. We decided to
weed out the tares of ignorance by doing what, for
Christians, apparently is radical: we spoke to some
actual Muslims and to Christian scholars whose
intellectual garden-sheds are filled with the tools of factbased knowledge. The product of these conversations is a

harvest of reliable information about what
your Muslim neighbors and coworkers believe
and about how they live out their faith.
Jan. 27 - The Jesus Fatwah 2:
“Misconceptions about Islam: In Which We
Help You Adjust Your Malarky Filter.” Again, we took
the radical step of getting to know actual Muslims, and in
our conversations we asked them to tell us about how
American public discourse tends to misrepresent Islam.
We are confident that you will like the people you meet as
you join in this conversation.
Feb. 3 - The Jesus Fatwah 3: “Islam in America: In
Which We Introduce You to People Who Love America
and Pray Towards Mecca.” Chief among the popular
anti-Muslim stereotypes is the idea that Muslims are
plotting to overthrow American society. In fact, most
Muslims love the United States. This is true of Muslims
living in countries where Islam is the predominate
religion, and it is especially is true in the United States,
where Muslims, as a demographic, are among the most
patriotic American citizens.
Feb. 10 - The Jesus Fatwah 4: “Making Connections,
Part 1: In Which Non-Muslims Make A Case.” We asked
Non-Muslims and Muslims to talk to us about building
relationships across the lines of faith, and while the
answers were compatible—and even complimentary—it
was interesting to observe the ways in which Muslims
and Christians spoke differently about interfaith
cooperation. Christians tended to take an intellectual
approach starting with the mind; Muslims were more
likely to approach the issue relationally, starting with the
heart.
Feb. 17 - The Jesus Fatwah 5: “Making Connections,
Part 2: In Which Muslims Have Their Say.” (See session
4 description above.)
Feb. 24 - Pastor Nik Schillack, Director of
Congregational Engagement, Samaritas. He will be
with us to talk about what's happening in Samaritas and
especially what is happening in terms of refugee
resettlement and the refugee crisis we are experiencing.
Linda Trevarthen
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ULC Memorial Library

Begin the New Year with a New Book
The Library Team added some new
books to the library. Look them over
and check out one that appeals to
you. You can check out books that
are on display on the shelf in the
narthex or, of course, you can come
down to the library and spend some
time looking at all the books
available for all ages.

New Library Materials
Intermediate
 Building Faith block by block: An
Unofficial Minecraft Guide by
Michael Ross (INT 248.8 Ros) From
the review: “The book is a perfect

combination of Minecraft elements
and spiritual inspiration and would
be a useful tool for devotions
whether at home with the kids or at
church camp as a teacher or
counselor.”
Adult Fiction
 Wings of the Wind by Connilyn
Cossette (FIC Cos – book 3 in the
Out from Egypt series) From the
review: “Alanah craves revenge.
Disguised as a male soldier, she risks
her life to join the Canaanite army
and attack the Hebrews, who
murdered her family…Connilyn’s
first-person writing style doesn’t

merely tell the story; it transports the
reader back in time to the book of
Joshua and portrays characters as if
they are real historical people.”
Children
 Be Kind by Pat Zietlow Miller (E
Mil) From the book: When a young
girl … spills grape juice all over her
new dress, her classmate wants to
make her feel better and remembers
that Mom always says, “Be kind.”
Thank you for supporting ULC’s
Library. Stop in anytime.
ULC Library Team

ULC Book Club

One Thousand White Women
One Thousand White Women by Jim Fergus is
the next selection for the ULC Book Club.
This is a fictional account of the participation of
May Dodd and others in the controversial “Brides
for Indians” program. This was a clandestine
U.S. government sponsored program in 1873 to
give one thousand women as brides to the
Cheyenne Nation for one thousand horses (it was

never implemented). It is artistically rendered with
meticulous attention to details that bring to life the
daily concerns of a group of hardy souls at a pivotal
time in U.S. history.
Join us on Thursday, Jan. 24 at 10 a.m. in the ULC
library.
Judy Kindel

Music Notes

Organ Rehab Update

Work continues slowly on the organ because much of the organ
company's time has been spent on tuning organs in preparation for Christmas.
The pace of work should pick up now that Christmas is past. Currently they are
mounting toe boards on wind chests which involves aligning the toe boards on
the wind-chests and drilling the mounting holes.
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Christmas Caroling

ULC Senior Choir members visited shut-ins to share
Christmas cheer through singing Christmas carols. Their
first stop was at Burcham Hills Retirement Center.

Prayers & Squares Chapter 163

Thank You for Your Support!
As the fall 2018 semester drew to a close,
we covered Jenny Ward, our Student
Associate, with a prayer quilt in
thanksgiving for her service to One
Community the last four years. We will
miss her winning smile and eagerness to
make this a very special group of college
students. Congratulations Jenny!

Congratulations to Barbara Kissling and
Anne Smith who were the winners in
our Christmas Quilt Raffle to benefit
Lutheran Disaster Response as they
help the survivors of the terrible fires in
California. Your participation brought
in 154 dollars for this worthy cause!

Thanks to the members, friends and
Bobbie Davis and Ann Booren
visitors for making the annual P & S
await customers at the annual
Craft Sale so successful. Your purchases
P & S craft sale.
of more than $1,300 will allow us to
continue purchasing supplies to make prayer quilts,
Quilts of Valor, graduating high school senior quilts,
another Christmas tree skirt, and other special requests.

Try to join us on Tuesday, Jan. 8, from
9 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. in the Atrium for
our regularly scheduled sewing day. We
have all the supplies so the only thing
you need to bring is you!
Bobbie Davis

Giving Tree Wrap Up for 2018

Success!!
Again this year, the Giving
Tree was a huge success!
The Tree started out with
100 tags. After the first
week, only a third of the
tags remained on the tree.
Then all of the tags were
gone in record time. The
gifts you brought will help
young refugees start their
own independent living situations,
whether it is moving in with a friend,
or finding an apartment of his/her
own. Usually a family can offer
some help to their child who moves

away from home for the first
time, but these young people
don’t have families to help
them. You filled that void.
Each young person receives a
box for the kitchen, one for
the bathroom and one for the
bedroom. The goal this year,
was to provide two men and
two women each with these
three boxes. You did that. Plus there
are extra things that can be used to
start other boxes.

Additionally, some clients from TriCounty Office on Aging will have
things they never thought they would
get, like a Spectran pass, special
items for a pet, craft materials,
books, or just a gift card to a favorite
store. These people know they were
not forgotten this Christmas.
Thank you to everyone who made
the Giving Tree another success.
Sherry Corwin
Social Action Team

Labor of Love Completed
The completed
ramp for ULC
custodian Don
Nordman. The
work crew was
organized by Mike
Anderson and Don
Armstrong.
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ULC Archives

Revisiting Our Neighbor
From the April 1978 Lux:
Mrs. Dennison: The Little Old Lady
Next Door.
Some of you might remember Mrs.
Lillian Dennison, the lady who lived
in the little gray house north of the
church. Mr. and Mrs. Dennison
moved into the little grey house
shortly after it was built in the early
1920’s. In 1961 Mrs. Dennison sold
the house to ULC with the provision
that she was a “lifetime tenant” –
there was a provision that she be
allowed to live there for the rest of
her life.
Many people from ULC would visit
her. According to an article by
Charlie Downs she would often say,
“You’re going to have to wait to get
the house. Dr. Schmidt says I’m
going to live to be 100.”

Charlie says,” Although Mrs.
Dennison has, to my knowledge,
never attended a service at ULC, and
even though she officially belongs to
another East Lasing congregation,
she has always seemed to identify
with our church just as many
members have identified with her.”
“The pastors and several members of
the congregation have visited her at
home from time to time. Others have
visited as they carried our repairs on
her house. Most of us, however, have
been rather sporadic, but some –most
recently, Kathy Niemeyer—have
been faithfully regular.”

her electric typewriter with family
and friends.”
When Charlie wrote this in 1978
Mrs. Dennison had just moved into a
nursing home. She died in January
1979 at the age of 93 just two months
after the house reverted to ULC by
her family. At her request her funeral
was held at ULC with Pastor Gus
Kopka presiding.
But the story doesn’t end there.
Check the February Lux for the “rest
of the story…”
The Archive Team
Tom Kissling, Carol Mackin,
Mike and Connie Lenkowski

“Even at the age of 90, Mrs.
Dennison continued to tend her
garden and do her household chores
and keep up on correspondence on

Earthkeeping News

Don’t Miss Out!!
There are only two weeks left (the deadline was
extended to Jan. 15) to call or go online to
schedule your free home energy assessment
from Consumers. We are close to our first goal
and just need about 10 more people to sign up.
It only takes about one hour for the assessment
and you receive some free high-efficiency items and
suggestions for further energy-saving measures.
ULC receives monetary rewards based on the number of
households signing up. Call 888-316-8014 or visit
HomeAnalysis-Consumers Energy.com and use the

promo code HASLETTEASTLANSING to
schedule an appointment. Your friends and
neighbors are also eligible if they have gas or
electric from Consumers. Let them know about
this offer.
Many small efforts can gradually produce a large
impact on reducing our carbon footprint.

Can You Help ? ? ?
Many of our members are unable to attend
worship or other ULC activities because they
prefer not to drive. Please give the office your
name if you are able to transport members to
ULC. Thank you!!
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Judy Kindel

January Outreach of the Month

Food Packing 2019
Either you or someone you know at ULC has likely
volunteered for one of the “God’s Work, Our Hands”
food packing events. Maybe this year you’ll join us? We
are working to finalize a date for September
2019 and details will be posted in late
summer.
Since 2015, we have packaged over 50,000
dehydrated meals! ULC and One
Community (Lutheran Campus Ministry)
have teamed with the Islamic Center each
year and plans are underway to hold another
food packing event in 2019. This year, along
with the Islamic Center, we hope to include
the helping hands of our neighbors with the
Wesley Foundation at MSU (United Methodist Campus
Ministry).
There are plenty of different ways to support this
ministry, including prayerful, financial, and hands-on
support. We purchase all of the dehydrated food to
package, and each complete meal only costs 28 cents per
package! Every packing event consists of at least 10,000
meals, so the minimum total cost is $2,800.
January’s Outreach of the Month is our 2019 Food
Packing event. The meals we package help feed people

experiencing hunger around the world—even in East
Lansing, as one-third of the meals have been given to the
MSU Student Food Bank since 2016. A $25 contribution
buys enough dehydrated food to keep one
volunteer busy packing for over an hour.
The more money we raise, the more food we
can purchase, and the more volunteers we
can include in serving.
We hope you’ll consider how you can make
a difference by contributing to this outreach
ministry, which serves to feed hungry
people in body, mind and spirit. Please
make checks out to “ULC” with Food
Packing on the memo line or use envelopes
in the backs of the pews to donate cash – just write “Food
Packing” on the outside of the envelope and place it in
the offering plate.
The food packing events have been a wonderful ministry
of feeding the hungry and welcoming our neighbor. If
you are interested in helping plan the event, please talk
with us. This is a great opportunity to spend time getting
to know students, as well as members of our own
congregation, and our neighbors from the Muslim and
Methodist community.
Vicki Anderson and Pastor Haley Vay

2018 Local Benevolence Distributions
The Social Action Team has made
the following recommendations to
Council regarding Local
Benevolence funds.
 $480 to Helping Hands Christian
Learning Center which is a
daycare center located at
Redeemer Lutheran in Lansing.
Redeemer is lead by Pastor Jan
Hite who is a former member
here at ULC.
 $480 to St. Luke’s Lutheran
Church-Community Kitchen.
They are raising money for a
new freezer for the soup kitchen.
ULC provides volunteers for the

soup kitchen on the fifth
Saturdays of the month
throughout the year.
 $480 to Friendship House which
supports international students at
MSU. Jeff Andresen is on their
board and is actively involved in
that ministry.
 $480 to Citizens for Prison
Reform which seeks to reform a
troubled prison system here in
Michigan. They would like to
make a new video about families
of prisoners and what they go
through.

 $480 to Christian Services.
Linda and Bill Trevarthen are
ULC’s liaisons to this worthy
organization.
 $200 to Internet Power and Light
which is led by Pastor John
Schleicher and promotes energy
conservation by congregations.
Council approved these
recommendations at their December
meeting.
Bryan Rahe
Social Action Team
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From the President

Excited About the Possibilities for a New Year!
Jeremiah 29:11, “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”

Happy New Year ULC family! As we look forward to the
prosperity of 2019, give thanks for the
blessings of 2018. Our congregation
continues to thrive and welcome new
families. Our membership continues to
live our mission as we serve in the
community and offer our wonderful
edifice for a myriad of groups. I am proud
to be a member of such a welcoming and
generous family.
In 2007, Cindy, Emily, Beeper, Libby and
I joined ULC. We quickly came to
appreciate the sincere and humble
welcome that was extended to everyone.
We knew that we had found an excellent home to grow in
faith and raise our children. The welcome that we felt at
ULC is the experience I hope everyone can experience on
their journey of faith.
Shortly after I joined the council as an At-large member,
Pastor Fred announced his retirement. We were blessed
to have Pastor John join us in the interim while we
underwent the process of calling a new lead pastor, but
before we could accomplish that task both of our
associate pastors took new calls. I am very proud to have
been a part of the journey for both Sara and Sarah as they
progressed in their careers and thankful for the lessons
they left with ULC. In the true measure of a strong
membership, a very effective call committee engaged
with the membership and identified an excellent
candidate to lead our pastoral team.
Then, certainly with divine intervention, a new candidate
presented herself to help fill the gap left by Sara and
Sarah. The overwhelming success of this new team of
Pastor Gary and Haley Vay led to another call for a
permanent Associate Pastor. Meanwhile, we have
enjoyed two successful capital campaigns to update and
repair our historic organ and replace our dated roof top
HVAC and part of the roof. This very condensed version
of recent ULC history represents the bigger matters that
have occupied our council for the last few years.
One fact that I have learned in my time with ULC is that
our group has “many gifts,” as Pastor Gary has put it.
Certainly, a major gift is the dedicated membership and
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participation of our members in so many initiatives and
outreach. I continue to be in awe of the
variety of talents and dedication that has
been displayed in a multitude of
committees. I am thankful for the
perspective of a variety of backgrounds
represented. On our council, we have been
fortunate to not always agree on every
matter, which has lead to thoughtful
discussion and learning while we try and
discern the optimal management for a
business that does not necessarily play by
the rules of business we have been taught.
I am looking forward to sharing the great
news of our fine family with more people and welcoming
more people to worship and fellowship at University
Lutheran Church. I am particularly thankful for the
leadership of my mentors in this position, Keith Harder,
Larry Wagenknecht, Vicki Anderson and Lisa Swem.
Likewise, I give thanks for the contributions of outgoing
board member, Norm Jolin Sr. And, I am excited about
for the possibilities of our new council and Presidentelect, Erin Frisch!
Brandon Baswell
ULC President

Congratulations to
our recently selected
officers & committee
members . . .
Officers
President-Elect: Erin
Frisch
Secretary: Sheila
Nicholas
Council
Mike Sweat
Laura Brown
Joy Oslund
Gavin Witter
Student: Jack Walch

Finance Committee
Michael Anderson
Diane Gooderis
Mary Letvenow
Members in Ministry
Beth Hoger
Phyllis Andersland
Cathy Lazar
Brad Marks
Vern Seefeldt
Endowment Committee
Marv Schultz
Mary Werkman

Thank you to all who
have served last year!

The following are highlights from
the Dec. 18 Council Meeting:
 Pastor Bunge and Lisa Swem met
with organ renovation company
and will track progress through
weekly updates with completion
date by Easter 2019.
 Capital Campaign for HVAC was
fully funded.
 Council charged the Constitution
and Bylaws Task Force with
completion of review and
recommendations to be presented
at the 2019 annual meeting.
 Acknowledged with gratitude to
David and Marilyn Nussdorfer for
their $25,000 annual gift to

support Pastor Haley Vay
Beaman's position at ULC.
 Accepted Lead Management
Team's proposal for a new
Pictorial Directory to be started in
October, 2019.
 Approved the signing of a
Program Affiliate Agreement with
Kid's Hope between ULC and
Forest View Elementary.
 Recommended that Pastor Bunge
submit grant request to the
Endowment Committee to

purchase a 12 passenger van for
campus ministry.
 Council retreat set for Saturday,
Feb. 2.
 Council thanked Vicki Anderson
and Norm Jolin, Sr. for their
service on council the past three
years.
Sheila Nicholas
Attendance for November
Nov. 4: 166
Nov. 11: 216
Nov. 18: 183
Nov. 25: 146

Lead Management Report
Lead Pastor’s Report (Pastor Gary): I participated in the
Greater Lansing Interfaith Clergy Association’s
Thanksgiving Worship at University United Methodist
Church. I’ve registered five of our confirmation youth for
the Living Water Ministries junior high Charge event in
Traverse City, Mar. 22-24. Both Pastor Haley Vay and I
along with Louise Harder will be going with the youth. I
will be attending Luther Seminary’s Midwinter
Convocation on Jan. 30–Feb. 1. The theme this year is
Give Us This Day Our Daily Bread: Food, land, and
sustainability. I’ve attended this event several times in the
past years.
Bicycle Ministry (Gary Garbarino): Plugging away (I am
the tortoise, not the hare) - I've set up shop in my house I am trading excess bike parts with Velocipede Peddler
bike shop - for instance, we have a whole wall of tires
that we will not use (odd sizes and styles) and I am
trading them for things we do use (cables, chains, brake
pads, etc. - things that wear out or rust). I would like to
take one of our bike repair stands over to Friendship
House so that if somebody wanted to work on a bike they
could do it there.
Social Action (Bryan Rahe): The food distribution on
Nov. 29 served 43 households and we had 19 volunteers.
The distribution was held inside. Produce included
squash, carrots, potatoes, and apples. Excess food was
delivered to St. Paul’s Lutheran Food Pantry and to St.
Luke Lutheran Church-Christ Campus. They are both
very grateful for the extra food. Many thanks to Tight
Knit for supplying beautiful hats to the shoppers and their
family members. Women at Risk was chosen as the 2019
“Change for Change” recipient during Lent.

Welcome Team (Barbara Riegle, Linda Trevarthen,
Emily Heidrich): A supply of local syrups in maple leaf
bottles has been purchased for Visitor Gifts in 2019. The
remainder of our Endowment Grant has been spent on
two sets of promotional items for use in a variety of
settings: sticky notepads and magnets. It’s been nice to
have children’s gifts on hand (inflatable globes) to give
out with Visitor Gift bags when needed. And it seems to
be happening more often these days.
Facility (Dale Romsos): Handicap door openers have
been installed on the two upstairs bathrooms. They will
be operational once electrical outlets are installed later
this month. A new dishwasher was installed in the
basement kitchen. Carpet was installed in the High
School room. The lower-level flat roof has been replaced
and final trim-work should be finished this week.
Grounds (Norm Jolin, Sr.): I would like to thank Betsye
Prince for her superb leadership and exceptional work
with the grounds team for the last many years. I would
also like to thank the many volunteers who have kept the
grounds looking so nice. The autumn clean up went well
until the recent early snow. We are waiting for the four
deciduous trees to give up their leaves so that we can
complete the leaf removal. Our Spring workday will
occur in late March or early April. I hope that our
veteran volunteers will return and I would encourage
those of you who enjoy gardening to join the grounds
team. I look forward to working with you next year.
Please contact me at 517-349-0276 or
cnjolin@wowway.com.
Amy Wagenknecht
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Members in Ministry Transition
The Members in Ministry team was joined by new
members Cathy Lazar, Brad Marks, Vern Seefeldt, and
Lisa Swem (new chair) at its November meeting. Thanks
to Vicki and Mike Anderson for their years of service and
their gracious invitation to newcomers to help transition
the team to a new year.
As at any beginning, conversation was wide-ranging, but
the commitment to engaging members in ministry
continues. The committee reviewed its three essential
responsibilities: 1) motivate ULC members to ministry 2)
inform ULC members about ministry opportunities and
3) ensure an effective slate of nominees for election at the
congregation’s annual meeting.
The group will meet again in the new year to add more
“meat” to the bones of its charge. Some possibilities and
considerations:
1. Invite members to deeper discernment of their own
gifts. God has gifted us all. Epiphany, with gifts of
the Wise Men and lectionary readings provides a
good context.

2. Provide ongoing information (through multiple
media channels) about ministries at ULC. For
instance, several ministries could be highlighted
each month. These summaries could complement
the “Thanksgiving moments” begun in the Fall of
2018.
3. Seek greater personal connection with new members
to integrate them into ULC teams and ministries.
4. Revise or discard the oft-used, but not especially
effective “Talent Inventory” sheets.
5. Consider existing teams on the books and possible
additions, subtractions, or consolidations.
6. Continue working in concert with Council (retreat
on Feb. 2), Lead Management team (meeting
monthly), and other appropriate ULC groups.
Engagement begins with the team. Connect with any of
the new members listed above as well as returning
members Phyllis Andersland, Loran Bieber, Pastor Gary
Bunge, and Beth Hoger.
Beth Hoger

The Greater Church

Friendship House - An Enduring Partnership
Back in 1992, University Lutheran
Church played an active role in the
formation of the ministry now known
to many as Friendship House MSU.
That act of leadership, still going
strong 26 years later, is one of the
cornerstones to a ministry to MSU
International students, scholars and
family members that has served an
estimated 4,000 Internationals since
its doors opened just around the
corner from the church.
What began as a fledgling and even
fragile attempt to provide English as
a Second Language and Bible study
classes to a handful of curious
Internationals has now grown into a
ministry which offered 35 weekly
classes (including nine Christian
education classes), seven days a
week, this past semester and taught
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In yet another active example of this
blessed partnership, the
congregation’s Local Benevolence
Grant committee approved funds for
the purchase of a new, large portable
whiteboard that can be used by
Friendship House classes and the
church alike throughout the week.

The whiteboard purchased with ULC Local
Benevolence funds for use by Friendship
House classes held at ULC.

by an all-volunteer faculty
numbering more than 60 people.
Due to the continuing leadership and
support of the members of University
Lutheran, six of these weekly classes
are now held on the congregation’s
campus.

Friendship House – its students,
teachers, conversation partners,
Board members and other volunteers
– is grateful for the leadership and
support of University Lutheran
Church. May God will that this union
of shared ministry continue for His
use and ends well into the future.
Rich Bearup
Executive Director
Friendship House MSU

The Greater Church

What Would Jesus Do . . . in Honduras?
The NE Minnesota Synod of the
ELCA is also in a companion
relationship with the Lutheran Church
of Honduras. They usually visit
Honduras twice a year and focus on
workshops for the pastors and lay
leaders of the church. The last several
years they have also assisted with the
health program supported by our
synod. They pay for the teacher of the
pre-school and send money for water
filters and food for children. Pastor
Brenda traveled to Honduras with the
Minnesota delegation in October. The
following article was written after she
returned home.

They know people whose families are
separated, who may never see their
children or parents again, who don't
know if their loved ones are alive or
dead.
And on my trips, I have
been privileged to hear
some of these stories too,
first hand. I've changed the
names because, frankly, my
sharing might be dangerous
to them. I've met Maria, a
girl who lost her leg when
she was 19 after being
pushed off a moving train
in the Mexican desert. The
train wheel severed her leg and she
would have died if she had not been
found by a priest who has made it his
mission to care for migrants in need. I've
met Idra who will never again get to see
her mother dying in the United States.
I've met Jorge who had to flee his home
in the night because of death threats
from the gang for refusing to pay
protection money. I've prayed with Sara
whose relative was a bus driver killed by
the gang when the bus company was
late on their extortion payment. I've
comforted Tina, a young woman crying
for her friend killed in a gang cross-fire.

I returned a little less than a month ago
from a synod trip to our Companion
Synod church, the Iglesia Cristiana
Luterana en Honduras. I've been to
Honduras several times now and I never
cease to be blessed and humbled by the
warm hospitality and deep faith of our
Lutheran brothers and sisters in that
country. It would take me hours to share
all the stories, both heart-warming and
heart-breaking, that I have heard from
my friends there. The times of laughter,
times of prayer, and times of tears fill my
heart every time I see one of them on
National Public Radio had an interview
Facebook (and it still amazes me that I
with Beti, one of the women in the
can be in frequent contact with people all
over the world –
my childhood
“It is a whole nation that suffers misery, hunger,
dream of peninsecurity, lack of employment and the high cost of
pals has come
living.” – Pastor Julio, Lutheran Church of Honduras
true!)
migrant caravan. She had a tortilla shop
Pastor Julio became one of those friends
back in Tegucigalpa, the Honduran
on this past trip – he and his wife and
capital. Five different gangs were
their two little boys treated us like family.
extorting her, and she owed them 500
We were talking via Facebook last week,
lempiras a week, about $20. That was
and I asked about the migrant caravan
nearly half of what her shop made. And
we have heard so much about in our
the gang's threats if she didn't pay nightly news here in the United States.
they'd take her son. So she and her
This is more than just a rhetoric-filled
young son joined the caravan for a
news story to Julio and all of our friends
chance at a better life. Beti's story is so
in Honduras. They all know people who
much like many of the stories I have
have made the grueling trip across the
heard.
Mexican desert. They know people who
The inflammatory and fear-filled rhetoric
have died on the journey, or ones who
about the migrant caravan from
were raped, exploited, or injured. They
Honduras making its way north across
know mothers and fathers seeking a
Mexico breaks my heart. I know that
better life for their children. They know
immigration is a complex issue. I know
people trying to escape gang violence, a
that we as a country cannot just open up
repressive and corrupt government,
our doors in a free-for-all fashion, nor am
rampant unemployment and low wages.

I suggesting that. I know that there are
no easy answers. BUT, I also know that
these migrants are people, beloved by
God, each with a story, with hopes and
dreams. Most of them just want a better
life for themselves and their children.
There are women and
children, mothers and
fathers, grandparents and
grandchildren, finding
strength and safety in
numbers. This crisis has a
face and a story…faces that
I've met and stories that I
have heard firsthand.
I have plenty to eat – too
much, as a matter of fact. I don't have to
worry about paying “protection money”
to a gang or getting caught in the crossfire of gang violence. I can sit in my
warm house and see coverage of the
migrant caravan on the nightly news
without having to go anywhere close to
those dangerous “invaders” in their flipflops and cardboard sun hats. But an
uncomfortable feeling keeps nagging at
me – where do you suppose Jesus would
be if he was part of this picture? I'm
pretty sure he wouldn't be sitting in a
recliner eating leftover Halloween candy.
I'm pretty certain that he'd be walking in
the hot Mexican sun with people on the
margins, people whom the world wants
to just be quiet and go away.
In an interview with another person in
the migrant caravan, the interviewer
asked Jose Vega why he was migrating.
His answer? “Not to be rich, but to be in
peace.” Peace…isn't that what we all
want for ourselves and our families? Our
congregations? Our world? How can we
as followers of Christ best respond to the
humanitarian crisis in Honduras and El
Salvador? I don't know an easy answer
to that question, but I know it starts with
the words we use and the lens with
which we look at the situation. It starts
with seeing people, not a problem, with
seeing individuals instead of invaders. It
starts with replacing fear with compasssion and saying “no” to hate and
dehumanization. It starts by seeing
Jesus.

Brenda Wagner, Secretary,
Honduras Mission & Ministry Committee
Northeastern Minnesota Synod – ELCA
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Birthdays
1

2
3
6

7
8
9
10
11

Craig Lazar
Leonard Ribnicky
Alfred Schikorra
Keith Harder
Darra Haase
Craig Kohn
Justin Kuchnicki
Marilyn
Wagenknecht
Jeanine Nault
Aaron Brooks
Jan Mace
Annika Heller
Elizabeth Sype
Marilyn Nussdorfer
Mary Kotnik

20
21
22
23

11
14
15
16
17
18
19

Megan Kotnik
Colleen MarciniakJennings
Charles Hathaway
Emily Baswell,
Linda Erspamer
Melanie Neumann
Larry Wagenknecht
Erin Hagfors
Mary Letvenow

24
25
27
28

29
30

Barbara Fensel
Thomas Rutter
Erik Bubolz
Judy Kindel
Bryan McPhall, Jr.
Jeff Williams
Lynne Clyma
Caleb Fisher
Amanda Wojan
Linda Trevarthen
Darrin Karcher
Marie Lazar
Margaret Lindman
Amy Wagenknecht
Erin Frisch
James Shaw
Wanda Ophaug

Anniversaries
1
10
20
24
28
30

Sherrilyn &Steven
Mileski
Dustin Hagfors &
Ken Bowerman
Tom & Jane Rutter
Alice & Gene
Kenyon
Lenkowski, Michael
& Connie
David & Marilyn
Nussdorfer

Thank you for all of your support of the
Samaritas St. Luke Lutheran Church
Winter Apparel Drive and also to the
Soup Kitchen Volunteers!
Darra & Steve Haase

The deadline for the Feb. Lux is Friday, Jan. 18.
E-mail articles to Amy Wagenknecht at amylarryw@comcast.net and
Britny Pollard at ulcsec@ulcel.org or place them in the Lux mailbox in
the ULC office. Articles may be edited for size or readability, but you
will be contacted if significant changes are made. Keep those
wonderful articles coming! Thanks!
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1 New Year’s Day – ULC CLOSED
2 8:00a Mushers-IHOP, EL
12:00p Lectio Divina-Fireside
7:00p Basketball Parking
8:30p MSU Men’s Basketball vs. Northwestern
3 7:30p Senior Choir Rehearsal-Choir Room
6 8:30a Worship
9:40a Forum
10:45a Worship
7 4:30p Tight Knit-Fireside
5:00p Security Team-Conference
8 7:30a Tuesday Morning Bible Study-Fireside
9:00a Prayers & Squares Sewing-Atrium
9:30a Lux Meeting-Conference
10:15a Communications Team-Conference
12:30p Staff Meeting-Conference
7:00p Pub Theology-Spartan Brewpub
7:30p Basketball Parking
9:00p MSU Men’s Basketball vs. Purdue
9 8:00a Mushers-IHOP, EL
12:00p Lectio Divina-Fireside
4:30p Lead Management Team-Conference
7:00p Confirmation-Fireside/Student Lounge
10 6:30p Bell Choir Rehearsal-Sanctuary
7:30p Senior Choir Rehearsal-Choir Room
13 8:30a Worship
9:40a Faith Formation/Forum
10:45a Worship
1:30p Sons of Norway-Fireside
3:00p Latvian Worship
14 10:00a Synod-Publicly Engaged Church-Conference
4:30p Tight Knit-Fireside
15 7:30a Tuesday Morning Bible Study-Fireside
12:30p Staff Meeting-Conference
12:30p Lychnion Circle-Fireside
7:00p ULC Council
16 8:00a Mushers-IHOP, EL
9:30a Amnos Circle-Fireside
12:00p Lectio Divina-Fireside
1:00p Rhodon Circle-Fireside

17 12:00p Int’l Student Ministry Board-Fireside
6:30p Bells Rehearsal-Sanctuary
7:30p Senior Choir Rehearsal-Choir Room
18 5:00p Fridays@Five-Student Lounge
7:00p Aces & Spaces Bridge-Fireside
19 9:00a Freewheelers Breakfast-IHOP, EL
20 8:30a Worship
9:40a Faith Formation/Forum
10:45a Worship
4:00p Choir Scholarship Concert-Sanctuary
21 MLK Holiday-ULC CLOSED
5:00p Basketball Parking
7:30p MSU Men’s Basketball vs. Maryland
22 7:30a Tuesday Morning Bible Study-Fireside
12:30p Staff Meeting-Conference
5:00p Families Against Narcotics Board-Library
6:30p Families Against Narcotics-Fellowship
7:00p Pub Theology-Spartan Brewpub
23 8:00a Mushers-IHOP, EL
12:00p Lectio Divina-Fireside
7:00p Confirmation-Fireside/Student Lounge
24 10:00a ULC Book Club-Library
3:30p Food Movers Set-up-Fellowship
4:30p Food Distribution-Fellowship
6:30p Bell Choir Rehearsal-Sanctuary
7:30p Senior Choir Rehearsal-Choir Room
25 5:00p Fridays@Five-Student Lounge
27 8:30a Worship
9:40a Faith Formation/Forum
10:45a Worship
12:00p Campus Ministry Team-Student Lounge
12:00p Calendar Planning Meeting-Conference
28 4:30p Tight Knit-Fireside
29 7:30a Tuesday Morning Bible Study-Fireside
12:30p Staff Meeting-Conference
30 8:00a Mushers-IHOP, EL
12:00p Lectio Divina-Fireside
7:00p Confirmation-Youth Room
31 6:30p Bell Choir Rehearsal-Sanctuary
7:30p Senior Choir Rehearsal-Choir Room

Enhance Fitness classes meet M-W-F at 10:45a in Atrium

Education Hour – 9:40 to 10:30a:

Friendship House Classes at ULC:

Sunday Forum – Fireside Room
Sunday School (Age 2 - HS) – Basement Education Wing

Mondays
Tuesdays
Wednesday

1:00p - English-Fireside
3:00p – Pilates-Atrium
11:00a - Watercolor Painting Class-Youth Rm

Reminder - Please contact the ULC office BEFORE scheduling
your events. This will help you get the space you need and your
group’s event on the ULC calendar. Thanks!

Lux January 2019 Page 15

University Lutheran Church

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

One Community Lutheran Campus Ministry at MSU
1020 S. Harrison Road
East Lansing, MI 48823
517-332-2559 ulc@ulcel.org www.ulcel.org

PAID

Lansing, MI
Permit No. 45

Change service requested

Gary A. Bunge
Lead Pastor
Haley Vay Beaman
Associate Pastor
Janine Novenske Smith
Director of Music
Britny Pollard
Administrative Assistant
Kristine Stuart
Financial Administrator
Mary Letvenow
Event Coordinator
Kristie Wiggert
Julie Baglien
Organists

Mark Your Calendars!

Quilt of Valor Sewing Day
Please plan to join us for National Quilts of Valor Sewing
Day on Saturday, Feb. 2! We will gather in the Fellowship
Hall to make red, white and blue quilts for our military service
persons and veterans.
Activities will begin at 9 a.m. with a pizza lunch at noon and conclude
by 3p.m. We have received some great new fabric with which to make
these quilts of valor.
Check the Narthex for a sign-up sheet beginning Jan. 14. This will help
us plan for an exciting day!

Louise Paquette
Director of Handbells

Bobbie Davis
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