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Blessing Our Veterans! 
 

On Veterans Day, 

Sunday, Nov. 11, 

six veterans were 

wrapped in quilts 

and thanked for 

their service by 

ULC Prayers & 

Squares ministry. 

The wrapping 

ceremony took 

place during the 

10:45 worship 

service which was 

held jointly with 

the Latvian 

Lutheran congre-

gation. In fact one 

of the recipients is 

a Latvian member. The Latvian congregation has been meeting monthly at 

ULC for worship and fellowship since 1951. Worship was followed by a 

potluck of tasty Latvian dishes. 
 

Amy Wagenknecht 

 
    

James Carter, Girts Austrins, Fred Szedlak, Steve Sneed,  
Claretta Freeman, James Breisch were wrapped in  

patriotically-colored quilts on Veterans Day. 

 Worship Expressions 

 Jazz Worship 
 

 Sunday, Dec. 2 at 4 p.m. 
 

Followed by the Advent Dinner in the 
Fellowship Hall. Join us for worship, food, 

fellowship, wreath-making, cookie 
decorating, a carol sing and seasonal crafts! 

Mark Your Calendars . . . 
 

 

Advent Worship 
Wednesdays at 7 p.m.  

Dec. 5, 12 & 19 
 

P & S Sewing Day  
& Potluck 

Tuesday, Dec. 11 
9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

 

A “Super”  
Christmas Program 

Sunday, Dec. 16 - 10:45 a.m. 
 

Food Movers 
Thursday, Dec. 20 

Fellowship Hall 
Set-up 3:30 p.m. 

Distribution 4:30 p.m. 
 

Serve at Soup Kitchen 
Saturday, Dec. 29 – 9:30 a.m. 
St. Luke Lutheran, Christ Campus 
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From the Pastor's Pen . . . 
 

The Hope of Advent and Christmas 
 

It’s Advent, the season when we 

focus on God’s coming. It’s 

Christmas, the season 

when we focus on God’s 

birth among us. 
 

I’m writing this just a 

couple weeks after the 

mass shooting at the Tree 

of Life Synagogue in 

Pittsburgh, a week or so 

after the mass shooting in 

the bar in Thousand Oaks, and as 

wildfires rage in California. It’s also 

a time when the rhetoric of hatred 

has increased, and our country is 

experiencing division and political 

unrest more so than any other time I 

can remember. 
 

And even though I have to write this 

article now so that there is adequate 

time to put the Lux together, I 

wonder what will transpire between 

now and the time you read this in a 

couple of weeks. More shootings? 

More fires? More hate crimes? More 

division and political unrest? 
 

In the midst of all of this, I’m 

grateful that it’s Advent, the season 

when we focus on God’s coming. 

I’m grateful that it’s Christmas, the 

season when we focus on God’s birth 

among us. I’m grateful 

because it gives me hope. 
 

We want the Advent/ 

Christmas season to be 

all nice and cozy... just 

like the movies and cards 

tell us. But the reality is... 

it’s not! Jesus was born 

in the midst of Roman 

occupation and brutality. Christmas 

came in the middle of a very dark 

time. The Gospel of John says, “...a 

light shines in the darkness...” That’s 

the reality of Advent and Christmas. 
 

But John didn’t stop there. He went 

on to say, “A light shines in the 

darkness... and the darkness did not 

overcome it.” That is the hope of 

Advent and Christmas... that God 

comes to be with us in the midst of 

the darkness, violence, hatred and 

brokenness. And that the darkness 

did not overcome it! 
 

Advent and Christmas proclaim that 

the last word will not be had by 

shooters, or fires, or hate mongers, or 

darkness. Jesus will have the last and 

final word. That’s what we wait for 

in Advent. That’s what we celebrate 

at Christmas, that God has the last 

and final word. 
 

As we gather for worship on 

Christmas Eve, we participate in one 

of the most subversive acts that we 

could ever participate in. After we 

hear the Word read and preached, 

and after we receive Jesus in the 

bread and wine, we light candles and 

fill the church with light. And while 

it looks pretty and we tend to get all 

sentimental about it, it is an 

incredibly subversive act!  
 

Because in the midst of a dark world, 

a world filled with darkness, 

violence, hatred, unrest and 

brokenness, we dare to proclaim that 

the light of Christ shines in the 

darkness! And even more, we dare to 

proclaim that the darkness will not 

overcome the light!  
 

May you be filled with the hope and 

light of Christmas. 
 

Pastor Gary 

 

 

Advent and Christmas  
Opportunities for Worship and Spiritual Growth 

 

Midweek Advent Devotions & Worship 

Lectio Divina at Noon 
(Reflective reading and prayer) 
 

Holden Evening Prayer at 7:00 p.m. 
The theme of this musical evening prayer 
service this year is “Tidings of Comfort and Joy:” 
 

Dec. 5: The Angel speaks to Zechariah’s Fear 
 

Dec. 12: The Angel Speaks to Joseph’s 
Confusion 
 

Dec. 19: The Angel Speaks to Mary’s Doubt 
(With Service of Remembrance) 

Sunday, Dec. 23 
9:30 a.m. Lessons & Carols 
 
Christmas Eve 
5:30 p.m. - Family Candlelight Service 
9:00 p.m. - Candlelight Service  
(Musical prelude begins at 8:30 p.m.) 
 

Christmas Day 
Tuesday, Dec. 25 - 9:30 a.m. 
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Campus Ministry News 
 

The Bishop, Alpacas and Silver Bells! 
 

Fun with the Bishop on Friday @ Five: Bishop Craig 

Satterlee and his wife Cathy visited and shared in 

conversation and a delicious meal with students, 

provided by Pastor Gary and Miriam Bunge. Bishop 

Satterlee shared his call story, students asked thoughtful 

theological questions, and all shared their hopes for the 

church.  

 

Alpacas, chickens, and friends, oh my! Student 

Associate Eric Podolsky and his family welcomed 

students to their family home in Mr. Pleasant 

for an evening with the alpacas on their 

hobby farm. Eric led an “alpaca-inspired” 

Bible Study, then students shared a home-

cooked meal provided by Eric’s parents 

(thanks, mom and dad!) before coming home 

to MSU.  
 

Silver Bells in the City: Students gathered 

for “walking tacos” at ULC before venturing 

out in the cold to kick off the holiday season 

in downtown Lansing. 

  

Coming in December: Students will enjoy 

an upcoming Friday at Five at the Potter 

Park Zoo’s “Winter Wonderland.” Then on 

Dec. 7, they will enjoy a break from finals 

studying with a Christmas party at Pastor 

Haley Vay’s home. Finals week begins 

Dec. 10. Many students will be traveling 

for winter break. We encourage and 

appreciate your prayers for all of our 

students and thank you for your support of 

our Lutheran campus ministry at ULC! 
 

Pastor Haley Vay 

 

December Graduates! 
 

Student Associate Jenny Ward will 

graduate on Dec. 15 with a major in 

astrophysics and a minor in women’s 

studies. We celebrate with Jenny and 

give thanks to God for her time 

serving in campus ministry at ULC 

and MSU! It’s hard to imagine One 

Community in Jenny’s absence; we 

have lovingly named Jenny the 

“Invitation and Dancing Queen,” as 

she is not afraid to extend an 

invitation to join us at Fridays@ 

Five…and dance while doing it. 

  

Emma Repp is graduating early and 

has been a wonderful addition to 

campus ministry at ULC. Helping 

build a bridge with our neighbors at 

Wesley Methodist campus ministry, 

Emma’s leadership, warm heart, and 

inviting spirit will be deeply missed. 

Emma studied political science at 

MSU and speaks Spanish fluently. 

We send her with our prayerful 

support as she ventures out in faith 

and loving service in Jesus’ name. 
 

Pastor Haley Vay

Dinner and conversation with Bishop Craig Satterlee. 

Silver Bells celebration! 

Jenny (left) and Emma (right) 

Visiting the Podolsky farm. 
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 Family Faith Formation 

 

 
ULC Memorial Library 
 

Children’s Christmas Book Fair Available 
 

The ULC Library Team, at the 

request of other 

groups, is sponsoring 

a Children’s 

Christmas Book Fair 

from Sunday, Nov. 

25 – Sunday, Dec. 2. 

Samples of the 

Christmas books 

available can be 

found in the narthex. 

Many other books are also available 

and are listed in the brochure found 

with the sample books. All books are 

at a reduced price. This is not 

a fundraiser, but the library is 

able to add the sample books 

to the ULC Library collection.  

 

Books may be ordered on the 

brochure or on the order form 

found on the table with the 

books. Purchased books will 

be delivered before Christmas.  

 

 

New Library Materials: Children 
 

 Hats of Faith by Medeia Cohan 

(BB E Coh) 

 Night of Great Joy! by Mary 

Engelbreit (E Eng) 
 

Thank you for supporting ULC’s 

library.  
 

Connie Lenkowski 

ULC Library Team Leader 

 

Confirmation 
 

The Holiday season is upon us! In November, the 

Confirmation youth shopped and delivered a 

Thanksgiving feast to three families in need. We enjoyed 

running around Meijer, trying to find all the items on our 

list. Don’t worry, we didn’t run anyone over! Meeting 

the families was a highlight of the afternoon. We are 

planning to help these same families out with Christmas 

gifts as well.  
 

The youth have 

also been hard  

at work memo- 

rizing lines and  

stage directions  

for the upcoming  

Christmas play  

on Dec. 16.  

Through the  

busyness, we 

continue to meet  

every other  

Wednesday to 

learn about the Old Testament and continue forming our 

faith. And we will still sneak in a Christmas party on the 

19th! Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from our 

Confirmation youth! 
 

Louise Harder 

Making Thanksgiving deliveries. 

 

"A           CHRISTMAS!" 
   

 Sunday, Dec. 16  
10:45 a.m. Worship Service 

 Our Family Ministry has been 

working hard to present “A Super 
Christmas!” as the 10:45 am sermon 

on Sunday, Dec. 16. This original 
play is full of fun and inspiration as 

we come together to tell the story of                                                     

"Jesus, our hero, who was  
born to save the world!"  

  

           Jesus is our       
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December Topics Timely, Varied, & Fascinating 
 

Dec. 2 - Rabbi Amy Bigman, 

Congregation Shaarey Zedek 

Rabbi Amy Bigman will talk to us 

about how the shooting at Tree of 

Life Synagogue has affected her 

congregation and what we can do 

about the rise of hate in our country. 

She will also share a little bit about 

her involvement in and experience 

with the Interfaith Clergy 

Association. 

 

Dec. 9 - Financial Education and 

Charitable Giving Seminar 

 There is always something to learn 

on this topic! New options, new tax 

rules, and special options from 

Thrivent to help support church 

ministries. Shelby Butler and Brice 

Blossom, Financial Representatives, 

and Kris Callen, Senior Community 

Engagement Leader, all with 

Thrivent, will talk about how to 

leave a legacy to your family, 

church, and other charities. They will 

introduce options and ideas to help 

ensure your legacy is carried out as 

you intended. Information will also 

be shared on how the new US Tax 

reform could affect charitable giving. 

In addition, they will be available to 

answer questions about ways that 

ULC’s Thrivent members can use 

their member benefits to support the 

ministries of our congregation—a 

wonderful source of funding and 

support that many are not aware of! 

  

Dec. 16 - MSU’s Teal Ribbons and 

Prayer Flags Projects “Finding our 

Voice”: Creating an Exhibition 

with the Sister Survivors at the 

MSU Museum 

In the wake of the horrific mass 

sexual abuse crisis at Michigan State, 

the MSU Museum is developing a 

collaborative exhibition with sister 

survivors and allies about the crisis 

and associated struggles for dignity, 

safety, and recovery. At the heart of 

the project is a commitment to 

archiving and conserving hundreds 

of teal ribbons, each honoring a 

specific survivor, placed around the 

trees of the campus arboretum 

during late winter 2018. “Finding our 

Voice: Sister Survivors Speak” will 

open to the public on Apr. 16, 2019 

in the Museum’s main gallery.  

 

MSU Museum Director, Dr. Mark 

Auslander, museum anthropologist, 

Dr. Ellen Schattschneider, and 

survivors and allies join us to reflect 

on how the exhibition has developed 

and the fascinating challenges of 

creating a truly collaborative 

installation that honors the diverse 

experiences and aspirations of the 

sister survivors--integrating art, 

poetry, history and scientific 

perspectives. 

  

Dec. 23 & 30 - No Forums 
(Christmas and New Year’s Day 

weekend) 
 

Linda Trevarthen 

 

       Music Notes 
 

Senior Choir 
Scholarship 
Fund Benefit 

Concert 
 

Sunday, Jan. 20 
4 p.m. in the Sanctuary 

 
Featuring 

The Scholarship Quintet 
Senior Choir~ Hand Bell Ensemble 

 

 

 
 
 

Organ Update 
 

On Friday, Nov. 9, our President Lisa Swem, Past 

President Vicki Anderson and I met with Scott “Major” 

and Scott “Minor” from Fowler-Hebert Organ Company 

to hear about the status of our organ rebuild. At present, 

work has slowed because they are busy tuning organs for 

the Advent and Christmas season, but work will resume 

again at a faster pace in January. 
 

Presently the chest which holds the pipes is about 90 

percent complete and they will soon begin installing 

magnets and wiring. They have also received the 

steelwork for the organ case. Work on the organ console 

has not begun yet but should soon. We will be receiving 

weekly progress updates beginning this month. 
 

Their goal is to have the organ installed around the 

beginning of April so that it will be ready to be used for 

our worship on Easter. 
 

Pastor Gary 
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Earthkeeping News 
 

Time is Running Out! 
 

Don’t miss out on being good stewards of 

our creation! 

 

There are only a few more weeks to sign up 

for a free Consumers Power Home Energy 

Analysis and the schedule is getting full.  

 

Schedule your appointment at 888-316-8014 or 

HomeAnalysis-ConsumersEnergy.com and don’t 

forget to use the code Hasletteastlansing for ULC to 

receive credit for monetary rewards. Look on the 

table in the Narthex for more information. 
 

Judy Kindel 

Earthkeeping Team 

 
 

ULC Archives 
 

Energy Crisis at ULC 
 

The 1973 oil crisis began in October 

1973 when the members of the 

Organization of Arab Petroleum 

Exporting Countries (OPEC) 

proclaimed an oil embargo. The 

embargo was targeted at nations 

perceived as supporting Israel during 

the Yom Kippur War, including the 

United States. The US had become 

very dependent upon low cost 

Middle East oil.  

 

When Arab producers announced a 

25 percent reduction in production in 

November, fears of an energy crisis 

with devastating effects on the US 

way of life were heightened. The 

following article from the December 

1973 Lux reflects these concerns. 

What is ULC Doing  

About the Energy Crisis? 

 

We’ve taken the usual first steps – 

turned down the thermostats and 

turned off lights. About two-thirds of 

the parking lot lights have been 

turned off. Enough have been left on 

to provide for the safe use of the lot. 

During the week, heat will be turned 

off in the narthex and sanctuary and 

turned down in the Sunday School 

area. 
 

As we work on future program plans, 

the energy situation will have to be 

taken into account. Our 

programming might have to be 

consolidated. Members of the 

congregation and staff should 

develop car pools whenever possible. 

Above all, we might be able to 

envision new, even more meaningful 

ways of doing ministry because of the 

energy limitations imposed upon us. 

“All things work together for 

good…” Karen Bockelman 
 

Today we actively address the 

energy crisis with the help of the 

Earthkeeping Team. We have come a 

long way since turning off the lights! 

Karen would be proud. 
 

The Archive Team 

Tom Kissling, Carol Mackin, Mike 

and Connie Lenkowski 

 

 

2018 Stewardship Response 
 

Thank you, members and friends of ULC for your 

response to our fall stewardship campaign. This year the 

pastors and our worship team led the charge. I would like 

to report that 88 households responded with $391,048 

pledged toward a goal of $400,000. THANK YOU!   

 

Having declared this, let it also be said loudly that 

stewardship is our response to a God who “Opens His 

Hand” and gives us everything we have and everything 

we are. Further, we know that our commitment to our 

Lord makes us share our time and our abilities. Thank 

you for all you do to serve God through ULC. Still 

further, we also know that God is calling us to serve our 

neighbor out in the world beyond the walls of our church 

building.    

 

One more thought is to add to what Brad Marks wrote in 

the Oct. Lux about electronic financial giving. There is 

also the tradition of putting money or a check in an 

envelope and placing it in the offering plate each time 

you worship. For the record I would say that I belong to 

the old school that enjoys writing the check each week.   

As they say, whatever way you do it, it will work. Thank 

you again for our shared ministry of Jesus Christ at 

University Lutheran Church, East Lansing Michigan.                                            
 

Michael Anderson 
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Prayers & Squares Chapter 163 
 

Fifteen Years, 1670 Quilts! 
 

This month marks 15 years since we 

wrapped Madeline Springer in our 

first prayer quilt. This amazing 

ministry has continued to grow and 

touch over 1670 people with prayer. 

Thank you to everyone who has 

requested a quilt, contributed 

financially, participated 

in the construction of a 

quilt, tied knots as you 

prayed, signed your 

name with well wishes 

to the card and 

participated in other 

ways to make this ministry a 

powerful gift to so many in need of 

prayer. God has called our name. Let 

us continue to respond with, “Here 

am I, Lord.” 
 

This is the fifth year Prayers & 

Squares has wrapped U.S. Veterans 

with Quilts of Valor. The eight 

recipients, Leonard Auriemma, Girts 

Austrins, James Breisch, James 

Carter, Claretta Freeman, Alexis 

Rodriguez, Steve Sneed, and Fred 

Szdlak received their quilts during 

the service on Veterans Day,  

Nov. 11. Other QOV have been sent 

to destinations in Michigan, 

Kentucky and Virginia earlier in the 

year. The 2019 National Quilts 

of Valor Sewing Day is 

scheduled with volunteers 

around the country on Feb. 2. 

Mark your calendars now and 

plan to join us in the 

Fellowship Hall as we make 

quilts for these deserving men and 

women who have served our country. 
 

Our annual fund-raising craft sale is 

on the calendar for Dec. 9 and 16 in 

the Narthex between and after 

services both days. Ann has been 

busy making new items this year as 

well as some of the old favorites. 

Proceeds are used to purchase the 

fabric, batting and other supplies for 

the ministry. Tickets will be 

available to purchase for a chance to 

take home a beautiful Christmas 

quilt. Proceeds from the raffle sale 

will be sent to Lutheran Disaster 

Relief for the victims of natural 

disasters here in the U.S. 
 

Have you ever wondered what 

happens to the scraps produced when 

making the quilts? They are used to 

make much needed animal beds!  

Eight more dog and cat beds are 

ready to take to the Capital Area 

Humane Society. 
   

A potluck lunch will be held 

following our Dec. 11 sewing day. 

This time of fellowship has become a 

seasonal tradition. Bring a dish to 

pass. We’ll have the plates, utensils 

and beverages. We begin sewing at  

9 a.m. and will stop for lunch at 

noon. Come join this fun group! 
 

Bobbie Davis 
 

 

Soup Kitchen 
 

Our next opportunity to serve at the St. Luke 

Lutheran Church, Christ Campus Soup 

Kitchen on 122 S. Pennsylvania Ave. is 

Saturday, Dec. 29 from 9:30 a.m. to  

1:30 p.m. Please sign up in the narthex. Our 

next assigned day at the soup kitchen is  

Mar. 30. Please call      

or text Darra Haase  

(989-506-8723) or  

Jennifer Tracey  

(419-377-4685)  

with questions. 
 

          Darra Haase 

 

Bicycle Ministry Needs Members 
 

The Bicycle Ministry prepares and repairs used   

bicycles for persons in need.  International  

students and their children, ability challenged  

individuals, refugees, and low income persons  

needing work transport may all receive bicycles.  

Recipient referrals come from Friendship House and members of 

the congregation.  
 

Gary Garbarino is currently the sole team member and he would 

like others to join him in this worthwhile ministry. If you are 

interested in joining this team or wish to donate a used bicycle 

please contact Gary at garygarbarino@gmail.com or 517-899-

0861. 

Bryan Rahe 

 

 
Can You Help ? ? ? 
 

As the days get shorter and the roads get slippery, many of our members are unable to attend 
worship or other ULC activities because they prefer not to drive. Please give the office your name 
if you are able to transport members to ULC. Thank you!! 

mailto:garygarbarino@gmail.com
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From the President 
 

Meeting Together 
 

“And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds,  

not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another,  

and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” Hebrews 10:24-25 (NRSV) 
 

This passage from the Epistle to the 

Hebrews calls us to meet together. 

That call is certainly heeded at 

ULC, where fellowship occurs not 

just on Sunday, but each day in 

various gatherings as many hands 

work together for the good of God’s 

purposes. 

 

In particular, I admire and 

appreciate the faithful commitment 

of Council members who engage in 

thoughtful discussion on the multi-

faceted life of our church. The 

health and growth of our 

congregation remain foremost in 

Council’s collaborative delibera-

tions, which reflect the wisdom of 

pooled experiences and love for this 

special place we call ULC. 

 

Thank you for the support and 

encouragement you have shared 

with me as I served as president of 

our congregation this year. It has 

been a privilege to work and grow 

with ULC members, whether in 

one-to-one conversation, small 

groups, or congregational meetings. 

We share our duty to one another in 

these times and the resulting 

fellowship becomes a source of 

encouragement for our Christian 

endeavors. 

 

As the calendar turns to 2019, I 

know that you will demonstrate 

your support for Brandon Baswell 

as he assumes his duties as 

president on Jan. 1. 
 

Lisa Swem 

ULC President 

 
 

Lead Management Team Notes 
 

Outreach 
 

Bicycle Ministry-Gary Garbarino: Making progress - 

fixed three bikes that are gone - dropped off another this 

weekend and took a fifth (bicycle) home. Also, bought 

two helmets with budget - also gone, and Pastor Gary 

donated one, and there is another waiting with bike four. 
  

Campus Ministry-Sue Kamens: Did you notice the 

pumpkins to the left of our entry doors? They were 

carved/decorated by Friday's@ Five students. A trip to 

Uncle John's Cider Mill one Friday involved pumpkin 

selection. The following Friday pumpkin decorating and 

a student led Bible study were the program. Increasingly, 

students are participating in the congregation's life. Choir, 

assisting minister, child care, Sunday worship are all 

areas besides the Friday gatherings where students are 

involved. 
 

Social Action-Bryan Rahe: The food distribution in 

October served 52 households and we had 19 volunteers. 

The distribution was held inside. Produce included 

squash, carrots, potatoes, and apples. Excess food was 

delivered to St. Paul Lutheran Food Pantry. They are very 

grateful for the extra food. The next food distribution will 

be Nov. 29. Tight Knit will be giving out knitted hats at 

that time. Check out the new food distribution poster in 

the narthex which was a joint project with the 

Evangelism Team. There are currently four young men 

living in the Faith Lutheran Refugee Youth Home. 
 

Tight Knit-Vicki Anderson, Terrie Reinoehl: 29 

lapghans and prayer shawls were recently blessed and 

prayed for at a regular worship service at ULC, then were 

delivered to McLaren Hospice. Tags were added to each 

one indicating that they had been prayed over. We have 

two new projects that were recently proposed. One 

project, led by a local yarn shop, is making knitted 

squares that will be part of a blanket/blankets to be sent 

to Tree of Life Synagogue in support of the congregation 

after the recent tragic shooting. Another project is to 

make and donate baby items to a baby pantry in an ELCA 

congregation in the Muskegon area. One of the Tight 

Knit regulars is a member of this congregation. We have 

recently received grant money from Thrivent for various 

projects. We generally have between ten and twenty 

people attending each Monday. It is a fun group with 

fellowship, a light supper, learning, and giving back. We 

welcome newcomers always. 
 

Continued on page 9. 
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December Outreach of the Month 

ELCA Good Gifts 
 

My guess is that you’ve already bought some of 

your Christmas gifts. And if you haven’t, that 

you’re starting to feel the pressure and time 

crunch. Well, hopefully you still have some 

gifts to buy yet because I have a suggestion. 

Every year there are people for whom we buy 

gifts, but it’s a struggle… they don’t really need 

anything… you’re not sure what size… you have no idea 

what to get them… you don’t want to waste your money 

on something they won’t like.  
 

What if instead of getting them another shirt they don’t 

really need or another piece of jewelry, or another 

whatever… What if you got them a goat! Or a pig! Or a 

duck! Or honeybees! Or a textbook! Or provided a 

community with fresh water! Indeed, what if? And a gift 

like this is much easier than you think. 

The ELCA has a program called Good Gifts 

and it’s a breeze to give any of the above 

gifts. Pick up a Good Gifts catalog at church 

or check out the web site 

https://community.elca.org/elcagoodgifts. 

There are many gifts which would be a real 

blessing to a person or family in need around the world. 

Gifts start for as little as $10 and go as high as you’d like 

to go. You can make your gift online or write a check to 

ULC in the amount of your gift. Then, take the 

appropriate ornament from the Good Gifts tree in our 

gathering area to give to your giftee. Make your 

Christmas shopping a little easier and make a difference 

in someone’s life. 
  

 

Pastor Gary 

 
Ramp for our Custodian 
 

Our custodian Don Nordman’s wife 

had a leg amputated earlier this fall 

and is currently in a rehab facility. 

We learned that Don and his wife 

needed a ramp so that he could get 

her into their house when she is 

released from rehab. So, a small 

group of people organized by 

Michael Anderson and led by Don 

Armstrong have been working on 

Saturdays in the month of November 

to build them a ramp. Materials were 

purchased with the pastors’ 

discretionary funds and some Social 

Action funds. Our hope is that the 

ramp will be finished by the time you 

read this. We are grateful to Don for 

all his work keeping our church clean 

and pray that the new ramp will 

enable him and his wife to be home 

together again. 
 

Pastor Gary

 
 
Lead Management continued from page 8. 
 

Welcome Team-Barbara Riegle, Linda Trevarthen, 

Emily Heidrich: To date, 55 visitor welcome gifts have 

been given out at Sunday services in 2018. The Oct. 7 

new member Sunday reception was well received and a 

number of congregants commented favorably on our idea 

to display the New Member Photo/Bio brochures on a 

table in the narthex over several subsequent Sundays. 

(We hope that folks tuck these brochures into their 

pictorial directories at home.) Personalized new member 

gift bags were distributed which included (for each 

individual): Reusable ULC shopping bag, ULC hot/cold 

mug for adults and inflatable globe for children, most 

recent ULC pictorial and address directories with updated 

staff pages and past new member bio/photo brochures, 

and a welcome letter from the pastors. 
 

Resources 
Communications Team-Amy Wagenknecht: This 

month the Communications Team began planning for 

Christmas promotions. We will do another postcard 

mailing to homes in the East Lansing area using one of 

the template cards from the ELCA. We are also exploring 

purchasing ads in LSJ, the Town Courier, and the City 

Pulse. We will also print matching flyers to distribute to 

grad housing and place in the welcome bags. Next month 

we will compile a list of community calendars to use for 

promoting ULC activities and will look for a volunteer to 

help place events on these calendars. 
 

Grounds – Betsye Prince: Betsye is retiring as Grounds 

Team Leader. Norm Jolin Sr. will assume the Grounds 

Team leadership position. 
 

Office Helpers-Britny Pollard: Office volunteers 

needed for Tuesday or Wednesday afternoon and Friday 

all day. Michael Anderson is currently our temporary 

usher coordinator. If you know someone who would be 

willing to assume this role, please contact Britny. 
 
 

Amy Wagenknecht
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Birthdays 
  

 2 Mary Goddeeris 

  Ross Hagfors 

  Andrew Ribnicky 

  Jennifer Schneider 

 3 Marge Mahoney  

  Deanna Milligan 

 4 Kimberly Melton 

  Diane Wanagat  

 5 Gerry Erickson  

  Jerry Lindman 

 6 Hannah Oslund 

 7 Rachel Morin 

 9 Jacob Ophaug  

  Susan Zimmerman 

 10 Ross Clyma  

 11 Libby Baswell 

  Russell Fitzgerald 

  Lois Mummaw  

 12 Bruce Reinoehl   

  Heather Stanley  

 13 Paul Guilfoyle  

  Ross Lazar   

 15 Cathryn Smith 

  Michael Sweat 

 16 Larry Cross  

 16 John Sarver  

 17 Gregory Hagbom 

 19 Andrew Hagman 

 20 Jamie Patterson 

 21 Katie Grant  

  Cheryl Kruger 

  Brie McPhall 

  Jo Salmonson  

 22 Kathy Sweat  

 24 Catherine Ernst 

  Paige Erspamer 

 26 William Kost 

  Gloria Olson  

 27 Helen Good  

 28 Johanna Karcher 

 28 Jesse Sanderson 

 30 Matthew Althouse 

  Natalie Mitchell 

 31 Erin Morscheck 

 

Anniversaries 
 

 6 Art & Carolyn Lohr  

14 Al & Ann Booren 

20 Dan & Lindsay Sadler  

29 Todd & Barb Helser 

  Roger Hoopingarner & 

  Marian Stoll 

30 Kost, Harry & Phyllis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Outreach of the Month Thank You 
 

Dear ULC, 
  

Thank you so much  

for the kind and  

GENEROUS gift!  

You have given to us  

for years and we  

appreciate it so much. 
 

This year we went to  

Burkina Faso, Yucatan (twice), and Kenya. We brought literally 

hundreds of Bibles - in French (Burkina Faso), Swahili/English 

(Kenya), and Spanish (Yucatan). I learned as a child at ULC 

what the value of God’s Word is! We feel it is the best thing we 

can bring. We still bring medicine and we also teach village 

healthcare workers. The village healthcare workers then use 

medicine to tell people about Jesus! 
 

Thank you again! 

Marcia (Johnson) and Scott Skelton 

God used your  
kindness to remind me 
of His faithfulness 

Thank You!  

October 

Attendance 
 

 7 - 167 
14 - 157 

21 - 149 
28 - 163 

 

The deadline for the Jan. Lux is Friday, Dec. 14.   
 
E-mail articles to Amy Wagenknecht at amylarryw@comcast.net and 
Britny Pollard at ulcsec@ulcel.org or place them in the Lux mailbox in 
the ULC office. Articles may be edited for size or readability, but you 
will be contacted if significant changes are made. Keep those 
wonderful articles coming! Thanks!   

 
 

mailto:amylarryw@comcast.net
mailto:ulcsec@ulcel.org
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Reminder - Please contact the ULC office BEFORE scheduling 
your events. This will help you get the space you need and your 

group’s event on the ULC calendar. Thanks!  

Friendship House Classes at ULC:   
 

Tuesdays 11:00a – American Nations-Student Lounge 
  1:00a – Accent Reduction 
  3:00p – Pilates Class-Atrium 
Wednesday  11:00a - Watercolor Painting Class-Youth Rm 
       1:30p - Pronunciation-Fireside Rm 
   

 

Enhance Fitness classes meet M-W-F at 10:45a in Atrium Education Hour – 9:40 to 10:30a: 
 

Sunday Forum – Fireside Room 

Sunday School (Age 2 - HS) – Basement Education Wing 
 

 

 

 

 
    

 1 10:00a New Hope Singers Rehearsal-Sanctuary 

 2 9:40a Education Hour/Children’s Choir/Forum 

  8:30a Worship-Advent 1 
  9:40a “A Super Christmas” Rehearsal 

  10:45a Worship-Advent 1 
  3:00p New Hope Singers Rehearsal-Sanctuary 

  4:00p Worship Expressions - Jazz 

  5:30p Advent Dinner-Fellowship 
 3  4:30p  Tight Knit-Fireside 

  5:00p Security Team-Conference 
  5:00p Basketball Parking  

  6:30p MSU Men’s Basketball vs. Iowa 

 4 7:30a Tuesday Morning Bible Study-Fireside  
  9:30a Lux Meeting-Conference 

  9:30a Library Team-Library 
  10:15a Communications Team-Conference  

  12:30p Staff Meeting-Conference 
  2:00p Worship Planning-Conference 

  5:30p Endowment-Conference 

 5 8:00a  Mushers-IHOP, EL 
  12:00p Lectio Divina-Fireside 

  4:30p Lead Management Team-Conference 
  7:00p Advent Worship-Sanctuary  

  7:00p Confirmation-Youth Room 

 6    6:30p Bell Choir Rehearsal-Sanctuary 
  7:30p Senior Choir Rehearsal-Choir Room 

 7 5:00p FRIDAYS@FIVE-Student Lounge 
 8 10:00a Choir Rehearsal with Instrumentalists-Sanctuary 

 9  8:30a Worship-Advent 2-Special Advent Music 
  9:40a “A Super Christmas” Rehearsal 

  10:45a Worship-Advent 2-Special Advent Music 

  1:30p Sons of Norway-Fireside 
 10 4:30p  Tight Knit-Fireside   

 11  7:30a Tuesday Morning Bible Study-Fireside  
  9:00a Prayers & Squares Sewing-Atrium    

  11:00p Samaritas Christmas Party-Fellowship 

  12:30p Staff Meeting-Conference 
  7:00p Pub Theology-Spartan Brewpub   

 12  8:00a  Mushers-IHOP, EL 

  12:00p  Lectio Divina-Fireside 

  7:00p Advent Worship-Sanctuary 

 15 9:00a Freewheelers Breakfast-IHOP, E. Lansing 
  10:00a A Super Christmas Dress Rehearsal & Pizza 

 16  8:30a  Worship-Advent 3 
  9:40a Faith Formation/Forum 

  10:45a Worship-Advent 3- “A Super Christmas” 

  3:00p Latvian Worship & Holiday Party 
  3:30p MSU Basketball Parking-ULC Lot 

  5:00p MSU Men’s Basketball-Green Bay 
 17 1:00p MSU Quilt/Sew-Fireside 

  4:30p  Tight Knit-Fireside 

 18 7:30a Tuesday Morning Bible Study-Fireside 
  12:30p  Staff Meeting-Conference 

  12:30p  Lychnion Circle-Fireside  
  7:00p ULC Council  

 19 8:00a  Mushers-IHOP, EL 
   12:00p Lectio Divina-Fireside 

  1:00p Rhodon Circle-Fireside 

  7:00p Advent Worship-Service of Remembrance 
 20 3:30p  Food Movers Set-up-Fellowship 

  4:30p  Food Distribution-Fellowship 
  7:30p Senior Choir Rehearsal-Choir Room   

 21 9:00a Samaritas Child & Family Christmas-Fellowship 

  5:30p Basketball Parking 
  7:00p MSU Men’s Basketball vs Oakland 

  7:00p Aces & Spaces Bridge-Fireside 
 23 9:30a Worship-Advent 4 

 24   Christmas Eve (office closed at noon) 
  5:30p Worship-Family Candlelight Service 

  8:30p Special Christmas Musical Prelude 

  9:00p Worship-Candlelight Service       
 25   Christmas Day-Office Closed  

  9:30a Worship-Christmas Celebration 
 26   Christmas Holiday-Office Closed  

 29 TBD Basketball Parking 

  TBD MSU Men’s Basketball vs N. Illinois 
 30 9:30a Worship 

 31   New Year’s Eve (office closed at noon) 
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Gary A. Bunge 

Lead Pastor 
 

Haley Vay Beaman 
Associate Pastor 
 

Janine Novenske Smith 

Director of Music 
 

Britny Pollard 

Administrative Assistant 
 

Kristine Stuart 
Financial Administrator 
 

Mary Letvenow 

Event Coordinator 
 

Kristie Wiggert 
Julie Baglien 
Organists 
 

Louise Paquette 
Director of Handbells 
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Change service requested 

 

Special Music for Advent 
Sunday, Dec. 9  

8:30 & 10:45 a.m. Worship Services 
 

“A Carol Suite” 
For Choir, Hand Bells and 

Instrumentalists 
 

This four-movement suite of traditional  
carols arranged by Hal H. Hopson includes  

Once in Royal David's City; Sing We  
Now of Christmas; Still, Still, Still;  

and Angels We Have Heard on High. 

mailto:ulc@msu.edu
http://www.ulcel.org/

